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SECTION L 

rUX FROPHSCT OV TfUUVU AGAINST THE WfSUlZB 

OW TRB LORD* 






The burdeti of Nineveh: the book of the tisioq of 
^ahum the Elkoehite^ 

God is jealous, and the Lord revengetfa : the Lord 
revengeth and is furious; the Lord will take ven^ 
geance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for 
his enemies* 

The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and 
will not at 9U aequit the wicked : the Lord hath his 
way in the whirlwind and in tlie storm, and the clouds 
are the dust of his feet. ^ 

He rebukefh the sea, an^ maketh it dry, and drieth 
up all the rivers : Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and 
the ilower of Lebanon languisheth. 

The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and 
the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and 
all that dwell therein. . 

Who can stand before his indignation; and who 
can abide in the fierceness of his anger ; his fury is 
poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by 
him. 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trou- 
ble ; and he knoweth them that trust in him. 

But ^ith an over-running flood he will make an utter 
end of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his 
enemies. 

What do ye imagine against the Lord?, he will 
make an utter end : affliction shall not rise up the se- 
cond time. 

for while they ho folden together as thorns, and 
Yoi. XV. B whflo 
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while thej4irc drunken as drunkards, they shall be de* 
voured as stubble fully dry. 

There is one come out of thee that imagineth evil 
against the Lord, a wicked counsellor. 
' Thus saith the Lord: Though they be quiet, and 
likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, when 
he shall pass through. Tliough I have afflicted thee, 
I will afflict thee no more* 

For now. will I break his yoke from off thee, and wilf 
burst thy bonds in sunder. 

And the Lord hath given a commandment concern- 
ing thee, that no more of thy name be sown: out of 
the house of tliy gods will I cut off the graven image 
and the molten image : I will make thy grave ; for thou 
art vile. 

Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace : O Judah, 
keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows : for the 
wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is utterly 
cutoff. 

He that dasheth in pieces is come, up before thy face : 
keep the munition, watch the way, make thy loins 
strong, fortify thy power mightily. 

For the Lobd hath turned away the excellency of 
. Jacob, as the excellency of Israel : for the emptiers have 
emptied them out, and marred their vine branches. 

The shield of bis mighty men is made red, the vali- 
ant men are in scarlet : the chariots shall be with flam- 
ing torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir- 
, trees shall be terribly shaken. 

The chariots shall rage in the streets, tliey shall justle 
one against another in the broad ways : they shall seem 
like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.. 

He shall recount his worthies : they shall stumble in 
tJieir walk ; they shall make haste to the wall thereof, 
and the defence shall be prepared. 



The gates of the rivers shall be opeiiedy aad the pa- 
lace shall be dissolved. 

And Huzzab shall be led away captive, ahe shall be 
brought upy and her maids shall lead her as with the 
voice of doves, tabering upon their breasts. 

* 

But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water : yet they 
shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall they cry ; but none- 
shall look back. 

Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold ; 
for there is none end of the store and glory out of all 
the pleasant furniture. 

She is empty, and void, and waste : and the heart 
melteth, and the knees smite together, and much pain im 
Id all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness. 

Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feeding 
place of the young lions, where the lion, even the old 
lion, walked, and the lion's whelp, and none made them 
afraid i 

The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, 
and strangled for his lionesses, and filled his holes 
with prey, and his dens with ravin. 

Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and I will bum her chariots in the smoke, and the 
sword shall devour thy young lions : and I will cut off 
thy prey from the earth, and the voice of my messen- 
gers shall no more be heard. 

Woe to the bloody city ! it is all full of lies and rob* 
bery ; the prey departeth not. 

The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of 
the wheels, «nd of the prancing horses, and of the jump- 
ing chariots. 

The horseman lifteth up both the .bright sword and 
the glittering spear : and there is a multitude of slain, 
and a great number of carcases : and there is nope end 
sf their corpses ; and they stumble upon their corpses : 

M 2 Bihold 
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Behold I am against thee, saitH the Lord of hostf* 

And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make 
tiiee vile, and will set thee as a gazing stock. 

And it shall come to pass, that all they that look 
upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is 
laid waste : who will bemoan her I whence shall I seek, 
comfortisrs for thee ? 

Art thou better than populous No, that was situate 
among the rivers, that had the waters round about it, 
whose rampart was the sea, and her wall was from the 
sea? 

Ethiopia and £g3^t were her strength, and it was in- 
finite. Put and Lubim were thy helpers. 

Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity : 
her young children also were dashed in pieces at the, 
top of all the streets : and they cast lots for her honour- 
able men, and all her great men were bound in chains. 

Thou also shalt be drunken : thou shalt be hid, thou 
also shalt seek strength because of the enemy. 

All thy strong holds shall be like fig-trees with the 
first-ripe figs ; if they be shaken, they shall even fall 
into the mouth of the eater. 

Behold, thy people in the midst of thee are women : 
the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine 
enemies : the fire shall devour thy bars. 

Draw thee waters for the siege, fortify thy strong 
holds: go into clay, and tread the morter, make strong 
the brick kilu.. 

1 here shall the fire devour thee ; the sword shall cut 
thee off, it shall eat thee up like the canker worm : 
make thyself many as the canker worm, make thyself 
as many as the locusts. 

Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars 
ef heaven: the canker worm spoileth and fleethaway. 

Thy crowned are as the locusts^ and thy captains as 

tha 
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the great grasshoppers, which camp in the hedges in thef 
cold day, but when the sun ariseth they flee away^ and 
their place is not known where they are. 

Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria: thy 
nobles shall dwell in the dust : tliy people is scattered 
upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them. 

There is no healing of thy bruise ; thy wound is 
grievous ; all that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the 
hands over thee ; for upon whom hath not thy wicked^ 
uess passed continually ? 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The repentance of Nineveh at the preaching of Jo» 
nah, was of short continuance ; the people soon re* 
turned to their former evil ways. Other kings in sue- 
cessioB ruled over the Assyrian empire^ of which Nine- 
veh was the capital city, and at length. Shalmanesar, 
one o^ these kings, carried his arms against the king 
and people of Israel, over whom he was suffered to pre- 
vail, as has been already related. Some years after- 
wards Sennacherib, the son of this monarch, attempted 
the subjection of Judah also, and was so far successful 
as to make that nation tribut^y to him; but that it 
might pot be supposed this presumptuous king, and his 
subjects who joined with him, should escape with im- 
punity, or that the Lord was an unconcerned spec- 
tator of their proceedings, the prophet Nahum was in- 
spired to foretel the approaching miserable end of 
Kineveh. It is not expressly said, that Nahum had, 
like Jonah, a commission to go to this proud city ; but 
it is agreeable to the usual method of providence, in 
those ages to suppose, that the threaten! ngs of Divine 
vengeance were denounced in the ears of the heathen 
nations, oefore they were put in execution ; and that 

B 3 they 
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they were aflenvards recorded, to ser\re as lasting testi- 
monies of Divine justice. 

Kahum lived in the reign of Hezekiah, about 90 
years after Jonah, His prophecy in the original He- 
brew is a fine poem in very sublime language ; it is 
impossible to read even the translation of it without 
great emotion. 

From the opening of this prophecy it is evident that 
the Lord was merciful as well as just in his dealing with 
the heathen nations. What a picture does the prophet 
give of the Assyrians, what comfortable hopes does be 
hold out to the Lord's faithful people, and m what a 
lively manner does he describe the process of the siege, 
the inundation of the river, the capture^ of the place, 
the captivity, lamentation, and flight of the inhabit- 
ants, the sacking of the wealthy city, and. the conse- 
quent desolation and terror ! How beautiful is the alle- 
gory tliat succeeds the description ! Nineveh is repre- 
sented as a great princess, led captive, with her maids 
of honour attending her, bewailing her condition, and 
their own, with tears and bitter lamentation. Nahum 
next denounced a woe against Nineveh, for her perfidy 
and violence. He draws forth in array before our eyes, 
the number of her chariots and cavalry, points to her 
burnished arms, and to the great and unrelenting 
slaughter which she spreads around her. He ascribes to 
her idolatry one cause of her ignominious and unpitied 
fall, which he compares to the dreadful destructioQ 
of No, a famous city of Egypt : he then beautifully 
describes the ease with which her strong holds should 
be taken, and her pusillanimity during the siege; pro^ 
nounces that all her preparations, her numbers, opu* 
lence, and chieftains, would be of no avail ; and that 
her tributaries would desert her. The whole concludes 
with declaring the incurableness of her disease, and 

her 
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Ber otter destruction, and with introducing the natioQV 
she had oppressed, exulting with joy at her fall *• 

SECTION II. 

THE CONCLU&ION OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAK 

KINO OF JUDAH. 

From *i Chron, Chap, xxxii. — 2 KingSf Chap, xx. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and ho» 
nour: and he made himself treasuries for silver, and for 
gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for 
shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels : Store- 
houses also for the increase of corn, and wine and oil ; 
and stalls for all manner of beasts, and cotes for flocks. 

Moreover, he provided him cities, and possessions of 
flocks and herds in abundance : for God had given bini 
substance very much. 

iThis same Hezekiah also stopped the upper water* 
course of Gihon : and brought it straight down to the 
west side of the city of David. And Hezekiah pros- 
pered in all his works. 

But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him ; for his heart was lifled up \ 
therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for the 
pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, so that the wrath of the Lord came not upon 
them in the days of Hezekiah. 

Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the 

* A great part of the foregoing Annotations are copied from i^ ' 
very useful work lately' published, to which I am glad to direct mj 
readers, as it will greatljr facilitate the study of the prophecies. It 
is entilled* A Summary View and Explanation of the Writings of the 
ProphetSt &c. bp JohhSmith,'D.D, Prmted at Ekiinburgh, 1786. 
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princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to enquire of 
the wonder that was done in the land, God lefl him 
to try him, that he tnight know all that was in his 
heart. 

For at that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Bala- 
dan king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to II e- 
zekiah : for he had heard that he had been sick, and 
was recovered. 

And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them 
the house of his precious things, tlm silver, and the 
gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and 
all the house of his armour, and all that was found in 
his treasures : there was nothing in his house, nor in all 
his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 

Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, 
and said unto him. What said these men ? and from 
whence came they unto thee I and Hezekiah said, 
They are come from a far country unto me, even from 
Babylon. 

Then said he. What have they seen in thine house ? 
And Hezekiah answered. All that is in mine house 
have they seen : there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. 

Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the 
Lord of hosts. 

Behold the days come, that all that is in thine 
house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store 
until this day, shall be carried to Babylon : nothing 
shall be lefl, saith the Lord. 

And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which 
thou shalt have, shall they take away ; and they shall 
be slaves in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of 
the Lord which thou hast spoken : he said moreover 
For there shall be peace and truth in my days* 

And 
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' And Hezeldah slept with his fathers and they bu-^ 
.ried hira in the chiefest of the sepulchi^es of the sons of 
David. And all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa-- 
lem.did him honour at his death. And Manasseh his 
son reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Hezekiahy though in his general character a verjy 
good man, was not proof against such a tide of prosper 
rity as flowed in upon him. He gloried in his wealth 
and greatness, as if they had been acquired by his own 
abilitieSy forgetful of the hand of the Lord, which had 
wrought BO wo'hderful a deliverance for him and his 
people ; and made an ostentatious display of the riches. 
and strength of his kingdom to the Babylonian ambasi- 
sadors. 

Bau YLON is supposed to have been originally AL>unded; 
by Nimrod, and to have been the first kingdom ia the- 
world ; but there is little said about it in Scripture tilll* 
the time of Hezekiah, from which some learned authors; 
suppose, " that * if this kingdom rose to any great 
height afler it was first founded, it had sunk again aa» 
others had done, and was therefore, inconsiderable at 
the time of the ciqptivity of the ten tribes of Israel. It. 
appears very probable^ that the Assyrian and Biiby Io- 
nian kings were two branches of the same family, and 
that Pux«, the first Assyrian conqueror, left two sons,. 
Tiglath-pilesar and Nabonassar; to the former of whom} 
he bequeathed the kingdom of Assyria, and the Baby- 
Ionian^ to the latter. Tiglatli-pilesar, the cider,, resided 
at Nineveh,, the original seat of the empire; while 
Nabonassar, who was the younger brother, held his re<^ 
•idence at Babylon. As the two kingdoms were go^^ 

*. #irliMft N«wt9D*i Qironcrfogy— Vmrcnal Histsrj^. 

B. S. i«rnedl 
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yemed by princes of the same family, it is likely that 
there was great harmony between them, and that the 
younger branch at Babylon acknowledged a kind of 
superiority in, and subjection to, the elder in Nineveh : 
and this aflSnity accounts for the Assyrian king's for- 
bearing to molest Babylon, whose situation would 
otherwise have attracted his first attention, when he 
had formed a design of extending his dominions/' 

Of the kings that succeeded Nabonassar in Bab3rlon, 
nothing is recorded in Scripture till the reign of Bero- 
c|ach, or Merodach.baladan, who sent the embassy to 
Hezekiah. He is supposed to have had a double mo- 
tive for sending, first to inform himself concerning the 
prodigy of the sun's retrogression, and also to express 
his friendly disposition towards a king who seemed to 
be favoured by the idol, to whom the Babylonians paid 
adoration ; for they worshipped the sun, and were very 
skilful in the science of astronomy. 

The conduct of Hezekiah was highly blameable, 
but the dreadful message he received by the prqphet, 
brought him to a sense of his error ; therefore no far- 
ther punishment was inflicted, than informing him^ 
that the Babylonians would, in a short time, not only 
strip his kingdom of all that was most valuable in it, 
but would even reduce some of his family to a state of 
slavery : this must doubtless have been a great mortifi- 
cation to Hezekiah, but it was his duty to acquiesce in 
the dispensations of infinite wisdom and goodness; and 
lie comforted himself with the thoughts, that peace and 
truth liootdd remain in his days; and doubtless depended 
on the promises of God, repeatedly made by the pro- 
phets, that He would protect and sustain all those who 
served Him with a perfect heart and willing mind, even 
if they were reduced to a state of captivity ; and the 

sequel shewsy that his hopes were well-grounded. 

♦ In 
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In the daya of Hezekiah lived the propHet MiCAir^ 
'< His prophecies concerned both Israel and Judahi 
He reproved them for their sins with great warmth 
and indignation ; and, for the comfort of the godly, de^ 
livered many things concerning the Messiah*,^' which> 
will be noticed in a subsequent psu-t of this history. 

SECTION IIL 

THE REIGK OF MANASSEH KINO OF JUDAff* 

From 2 Chron, Chap, xxxiii. 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he begaii to 
reign. 

A.nd he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, after the abominations of the heathen whom th^ 
Lord cast out beforq the children of Israel. 

For he built up agaii* the high places which Heze« 
kiah his father had destroyed : and he reared up altarg 
for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Is«^ 
rael; and worshipped all the host of heaven, arid served 
them. 

And he built altars in the house of the Lord, of 
which the Lord said. In Jerusalem will I put my name." 

And he built altars for all the host of heaven, in the* 
two courts of the house of the Loan. 

And he made his son pass through the fire, and ob* 
served times, and used inchantments, and dealt with 
iarailiar spirits, and wizards : he wrought much wick- 
edness in the sight of the Lord to provoke him tO' 
anger. 

And he set a graven image of the grove that he had", 
made in the house of which the Lord said to David, 
and to Solomon his son. In this house, and in Jerusa. ' 

• Dr. Smith's Summary View 
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lem which I have chosen out of all the tribei of laraei, 
will I put my name for ever. 

Neither will I make the feet of laradi move any 
more out of the land which I gave to their fathers : 
only if they will observe to do according to all that I 
have commanded them, and according to all the law 
that my servant Moses commanded them. 

But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced 
them to do more evil than did the nations whom the 
Lord destroyed before the children of Israel. 

r ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

. Manasseh seems to have been naturally of a vicious 
disposition, and most likely he despised the admonitions 
of those to whom his father had committed the care of 
his education ; .and thought thatp because he was heir to 
the throne, he stood in no need of instruction. There 
were, without doubt, persons in the court ready to flat- 
ter his vices and follies, with a view to their own ad- 
vancement and the restoration of those idolatries from 
which Hezekiah had reformed the nation : howeVer it 
was, Manasseh surpassed in wickedness all the kings of 
Judah who had been before him, particularly by the 
impious act of placing an idol in the house of the 
Lord. 

The people were too ready to follow the bad exam- 
ple of their sovereign, and conspired with hira to banish f 
if possible, their God out of the land. Those who con- 
tinued faithfal could no longer attend divine worship 
in the Temple^ as it was now. dedicated to idols. If 
we consider the conditions of the covenant which God 
' had repeatedly made with his people, we must per- 
ceive the enormity of their offence. 

SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 
eoHnmrATioir ov tbb rkion ot mahasssh. 

J*nwt.2 Kings, Chap. xxi. 2 Chron. Chap, xxxiii. 

And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, 
laying. Because Maoasseh king of Judah hath done 
these abominationsj and hath done wickedly above all 
that the Amorites did, which were before him, and 
hath made Judah also to sin with his idols : 

Therefore thus saith lh« Lord God of Israel, Be« 
hold I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Ju- 
dah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall 
tingle. 

. And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Sama- 
ria> and the plummet of the house of Ahab ; and I will 
wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and 
turning it upside down. 

And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance^ 
^nd deliver them into the hand of their enemies ; and 
they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies ; 

Because they have done that which was evil in my 
sight,- and have provoked me to anger since the day their 
&thers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day. 

Moreover, Manasseh shed innocent blood very mucfa^ 
till he had nlled Jerusalem irom one end to another; 
beside his sin, wherewith he made Judah to sin, in do- 
ing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 

Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the cap* 
tains of the host of the king of Assyria, which took 
Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with feU 
ten, and carried him to Babylon« 

And when Manasseh was'in affiiction, he besought 

the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly be«» 

lore the Goo of his fiuhers. 

And 
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And prayed unto him ; and he was entreated of hiin 
and heard his supplication, and brought him again to- 
Jerusalem into his kingdom- Then Manasseh^ knew 
that the Louo he was God, 

Now ailer this Manasseh built a wall without the 
city of David, and compassed about Ophe), and raised 
it up a Tery great height, and put captains of war in 
a]l the fenced cities of Judah. 

And he took away the strange gods, and the idols out 
of the house of the Lord, and all the altars that he had 
built in the mount of the house of the Lord, -and in 
Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. 

And he repaired the altar of the Lord, and sacrific- 
ed thereon peace- offerings, and thank-offerings, and 
commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel. 

Nevertheless, the people did sacrifice still in the high 
places yet unto the Lord their God only. 

And Manasseh reigned fiflty and five years, and slepi 
with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his 
ovrn house in the garden of Uzza, and Amon his son 
reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The people would not liave been punished beyond' 
their deserts if they had been taken from the world by 
a sudden judgment from heaven ; but we find that the 
Almighty f in remembrance of his promises ta Abraham,- 
IsaaCf and Jacobs and his faithful servant David, «enc 
prophets repeatedly to- teach them their duty, to reprove 
and to convert them ; but they hardened their hearts,- 
and despised his laercy, till at last he permitted the 
Assyrians to prevail against them. 

Isaiah in particular not only warned thesinfiillsraeU 
ites in general of the danger they incurred by offending^ 
God, but delivered many predictions for the ct^mfirt oi 

th» 
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tlvejaithful concerning their return Jram captivity^ and 
the kingdom of Messiah. He also foretold the judg- 
ments that would fall upon the Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Moabites, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Tyrians, and other 
heathen nations with whom the kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah were concerned, whieh were literally fulfilled, 
aa we shall occasionally remark. It is supposed that he 
was put to death by Manasseh. 

How long Manasseh continued in prison, and by what 
meims he regained his liberty, we are not told ; but we 
may judge of the miseries he endured from his prayer 
which is preserred among the Apocryphal writings. 

manasseh's prayer. 

O Lord, Almighty God of our fathers^ Abraham^ 

Isaac y and Jacoby and of their righteous seed: who 

hast made heaven and earth, with all the ornament there* 

of: who hast bound the sea by the xiord of Thy command^- 

tnent : who hast shut up the deep, and sealed it by Thy 

terrible and glorious name: whom all men fear, and 

tremble before Thy power : for the Majesty of Thy glory 

cannot be borne, and Thine angry threatening towards 

sinners, is insupportable: But Thy merciful promise is 

wnmeasurable and unsearchable : for Thou art the most 

high Lord, of great compassion, long-suffering, very 

merciful, and repent est of the evils of men. Thou O 

LoRi>, according to Thy great goodness, hast promsed 

reptntance, end forgiveness to themjhat have sinned 

against Thee: and of Thine infinite mercies hast ap^ 

pointed repentance unto sinners, that they may be saved* 

Thou there/ore O Lord, that art the God of the just, 

haat not appointed repentance to the just, as to Abraham, 

and Isaac, and Jjtcob/ which have not sinned against 

Thee^ but than hast appointed repentaftce unto me that 

«/R a sinner : fori have sinned abo!Qe the number of the 

sands 
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»andi of the sea* Stj/ trarugresiians, LoiiD, are mvl^ 
tipUeclf my transgressions arc multiplied : and I am not 
worthy to behold and see the height of heaven, for the 
multitude of mine iniquities, I am bowed down vnth 
many iron bands, that J cannot lift up mine head, neither 
hav€ any release : for I have provoked Thy wrath, and 
done evil before Thee : I did not thy will, neither kept I 
Thy commandments : I h^ive set up abominationSf and 
have multiplied offe^ices. Now therefore I bow the knee 
of my hearty beseeching Thee of grace : I have sinned^ 
O Lord, I have sinnep% and l acknowledge mine iniqui' 
ties^ wherefore I huntblif beseech Thee Jorgive me, Q 
Lord, forgive me, and destroy me not with mine iniqui-^ 
ties. Be vol angry with me for ever, bb reserving evU 
for me, neither condemn me into the lamer parts of the 
earth. For thou art the Goo, even the God of them 
that repent : and in me Thou wilt ahtw all Thy goodness i 
for thou wilt save me that am unworthy, according to 
Thy great mercy. Therefore I will praise Thee for ever 
all the days of my life : for all the powers of the heavens 
do praise Thee, and Thine is glory for ever andeotr^ 
Amen, 

m 

Manasseh's peaitence seems to have been, very siacere^ 
and the Lord accepted it according to the promise 
made in his holy name by Moses, that if his people xvouU 
return unto the Lord their God, tvith ail their hearts 
and with all their souls, that then he' would turn their 
captivity, and have compassion upon them, and would 
bring them into the land which their fathers possessed *• 

Manasseb did all in his power to repair the mischief 
he bad done to his kingdom by his impiety, and seems 
to have been pardoned for his offence, and to have beea 
blessed with prosperity ia the latter part of his ragn« 
We have reason to suppose, that the people of Judah 

* Dflot xzz. St and seqael. 
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did not heartily concur in his endeavours for their re* 
formation; but retained an inclination to idolatrous 
practices^ one of which they obstinately adhered tOy 
namely, sacrificing on high places, notwithstanding the 
Jking's example and command to the contrary. 

The prediction of Isaiah to Hezekiah was soon ful« 
.filled. It is said that Manasseh was carried into Baby- 
lon by the Assyrians * : in order to account for this^ 
we must have. recourse to the history of the Assyrian 
empire* 

*< EfiSAR-HABDONy the son of Sennacheriby reigned 
oyer the Assyrian monarchy, which was fallen into de- 
cay at his father's death, in consequence of his defeat 
at Jerusalem, and the revolt of the Medes: but it is 
lupposed that the kindred race of the Babylonish kings 
becoming extinct, or some other cause producing an 
inter-reign in that kingdom, Essar-haddon laid hold of 
the opportunity, and united Babylon to the crown of 
Assyria. Grown potent by this union, he proceeded to 
establish his power over the more distant parts of his 
empire^ and marched into Syria, and against the rem- 
nant of Israel and the kingdom of Judah : the two for- 
Jner he removed to distant lands, so that they now 
ceased to be nations, and in their stead introduced 
supply of foreigners. He attempted to reduce Judah 
to the state of dependence it was in during the reign oS 
king Ahaz, and so fyr succeeded as to take Manasseh, 
as we have read f .** 

<< Essar-haddon next resolved to invade Egypt and 

* See 2 Kings xvii. 34, &c. 
t Tliis king is called, in different parts of Scripture, Auar-haddan* 
Sarchedonf Sas:g(m, and Asncepper. The famous exploit of Juditit, 
in killing Holif ernes, is placed in the da^s of lAanaueh ; but as it 
lias DO connection witli the history of the kings of Judah, and Is 
difficult to explain, it is oreitted here : and the history of Tobit it 
passed oyer for the «ame reasons. * 

Ethiop ia 
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Ethiopia; which he did accordingly/ and carried with 
him into captivity great numbers of the' inhabitants; 
he held these kingdoms ini subjection to him three 
years. 

'< Thus did Essar-haddon extend his dominions, and 
spread, once more, the terror of the Assyrian name far 
and near. After a glorious reign of many years he 
died * in the thirty-first 'year of Manas^eh, and was suc- 
ceed by Saosduchinus, called in Scripture Nebucha- 
donosar. Essar-haddon is supposed to have been a mild 
and gracious prince, and particularly kind to the cap- 
tive Jews, whom his father Sennacherib had treated 
with great cruelty, after his hasty return to Nineveh 
from the sie*ge of Jerusalem^" 

SECTION V. 

THE REIGN OF AMON KING OF JUDAITr 

Fr<yin/t 2 Ckron, Chap* xxxiii. 

Amon was two and twenty years old when he begai 
to reign. 

But he did that which was evil in the sight of tlie 
Lord, as did Manasseh his father ; for Amou sacrificed 
unto all the carved images which Manasseh his father 
had made, and served them ; and humbled not himsetf 
before the Lord, as Manasseh his father had humbled 
himself; but Amon trespassed more and more, and he 
reigned two years. 

And his servants conspired against him, and slew him 
in his own house. 

But the people of the land slew all thera that had 
conspired against king Amon ; and the people of the 
land made Josiah his son king in his stead. 

* PrideauxVConnectiM. ' 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONlfe. 

When Manasseh was dead, and the people were no 
longer restrained by his authority from the worship of 
idols, they returned to their former abominations ;, and 
Amon, their young king, deluded as we may suppose 
by some persons whose opinions he valued, encouraged 
their impiety, and strove to justify it by his own exam- 
ple. No excuse can be made for him, us we may con- 
clude that Manasseh had instructed him in his duty, 
and informed him of the sad effects of his own bad con* 
duct; he should therefore have rejected the evil coun» 
sel of those who endeavoured to draw him aside from 
the true God : but youth are too apt to lend a willing 
ear to suqh as flatter them, and encourage their vices 
and follies. How much happier are those, whether 
kings or subjects, who contract early habits of piety 
and virtue, who steadfastly resolve to serve their God^ 
and promote the welfare of their fellow^creatures. Had 
Anion acted thus, he would have enjoyed a prosperous 
and honourable reign, in consequence of God's cove* 
Bant with the house of David. 

SECTION Vl, 

THE REIGN OF JOSIAH KINO OF JUDAK« 

From 2 Chronicles^ Chap, xxxiv. 

JosiAH M'as eight years old when he began to reign. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked rn the ways of David his father, and 
declined neither to the right hand nor to the left. 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet 
young, he began fo seek a&er the Gt)D of David his fk- 
ther; and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah 

and 
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and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, 
and the carved images, and the ipolten images. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

' Josiah was very young when he came to the throne ; 
1)irt had an excellent disposition, and in all probability 
good guardians. His wisdom and piety displayed them- 
adves at an early age, for he was no more than twelve 
years old when he assumed the government, and began 
the reforniation of his kingdom. Isaiah had been long 
dead, but it pleased the Lor d to raise up another great 
prophet, Jeremiah, as a comforter and counsellor to 
this good prince, and the pious part of his subjects ; 
and as a monitor to those who neglected their duty. 
Some extracts from the writings of this prophet will 
lielp to illustrate this period of sacred history. 

SECTION vn. 

FART Of THX PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH* 

From Chap, u Sfc. 

Ik the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, king of 
Judah, the Word of the Lord came unto me Jeremiah, 
the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests that were in Ana- 
noth, ixx the land of Benjamin, saying. Before thou wert 
brought into existence, I knew thee ; before thou earn- 
est into the world, I sanctified thee ; and ordained thee 
a prophet unto all nations. 

' Then said I, Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot speak: 
for I am a child. 

But the Lord said unto me. Say not, I am a child*' 

for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and wbdt* 

aoerer I command thee thou shalt speak. 

Be 
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Be not afraid of their faces ; for I am witb thee, t^ 
deliver thee^ saith the Lord. 

Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my 
mouth. And the Lord- said unto me* Behold I havt 
put my words in thy mouth. 

See, I have this day set thee over the nationsi and 
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and 
to destroy, and to throw dpwn ; to build, and to plant. 
Moreover, the Word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou<? And I said, I see a 
rod of an almond -tree. 

Then said the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen^ 
for I will hasten my word to perform it. 

And the Word of the Loud came unto me the second 
time, saying, What seest thou ? And I said I see a seeth- 
iJ3g pot, and the face thereof is toward the north. 

Then the Loud said unto me out of the north an evil 
shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. 

For lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of 
the north, saith the Lord : and they shall come, and 
they shall set every one his throne at the entering of 
the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof 
sound about and against all the cities of Judah. 

And I will utter my judgments against them touch- 
ing all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and 
have burned incense under other gods, and worshipped 
the works of their own hands. 

Thou tlierefore gird up thy loins, and arise and speak 
UDto them all that I command thee : be not dismayed 
at their faces : lest I confound thee before them. 

For behold, I have made thee this day, a defenced 
city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the 
princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against 

the people of the land* 

i And 
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And they shall fight against thee^ but thej shall not 
prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the 
LoRDy to deliver thee. 

Moreover, the Wobd of the Lord came to me, say- 
ing Go, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kindness of thy 
youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest 
aflter me in the v^ilderness, in a land that was not sown. 

Israel was holiness unto the Lorp, and the first fruits 
of his increase : all that devour him shall offend ; evil 
shall come upon them, saith the Lord. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, 
and all the families of tlie house of Israel : Thus saith 
the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers, found in 
me that they arc gone far from me, and have walked 
afler vanity, and are become vain ? 

Neither said they. Where is the Lord that brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the 
wilderness ; through a land of deserts, and of pits, 
through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death: 
through a land that no man passeth tlirough, and where 
no man dwelt ? 

And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat 
the fruit thereof, and the goodness thereof: but when 
ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage 
an abomination. . 

The priests s^d not, W^her6 is the Lord ? and they 
that handle the law knew, me not : the pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied 
by Baal, and walked after things that do no profit. 

Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith theLoRO» 
and with your children's children will I plead« 

For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see ; and send 
unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there 
be such a thing. 

Hath 
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Hath a tiation changed their gods i which are* yet 
no gods ; but my people have changed their glory for 
that which doth not profit. 

Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horri- 
bly afraid; be ye very desolate, saith the Lord* 

For my people have committed two evils ; they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water. 

Is Israel a servant ? is he a home-born slave ? why ii 
he spoiled ? 

The young lions. roared upon him, and yelled, and 
they made his land waste : his cities are burned without 
inhabitants. 

Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have 
broken the crown of thy head. 

Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that 
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, when he led 
thee by the. way ? 

And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, 
to drink the waters of Sihor ? or what hast thou to do 
in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river ^ 

Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy 
backsliding shall reprove thee: know therefore and 
see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast 
forsaken the Lor d thy God, and that my fear is not in 
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts. 

For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst 
thy bands ; and thou saidst, I will not transgress ; when 
upon every high hill, and under every green tree thou 
wanderest. 

Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right 
seed : how then, art thou turned into the degenerate 
plant of a strange vine unto me? 

For thdtigh thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee 

much 
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much lope, yet thine iniquity ii marked before me^ 
saith the Lord God. 

How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not 
gone after Baalim ? See thy way in the valley, know. what 
thou hast done : thou art a swifl dromedary, traversing 
her ways ; a wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuff- 
eth up the wind at her pleasure ; in her occasion who 
can turn her away ? all they that seek her will not 
weary themselves : in her mouth they shall find her. 
' Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat 
froita thirst. But thou saidst, There is no hope. No : 
for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go. 

As the thief is ashamed when he is found : so is the 
house of Israel ashamed ; they, their kings, their priD« 
ces, and their priests, and their prophets, saying to a 
Stock, Thou art ray father ; and to a stone. Thou hast 
brought me forth. For they have turned their back 
unto me, and not their face .: J^ut in the time of their 
trouble they will say. Arise, and save us. 

But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee ? 
let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy 
trouble : for according to the number of thy cities are 
thy gods, Judah. 

Wherefore will ye plead with me ? ye all have trans- 
gressed against roe, saith the Lord. 

In vain have I smitten your children ; they received 
no correction : your own sword hath devoured your 
prophets, like a destroying Hon. 

O generation, see ye the word of the Lord: Havel 
been a wilderness unto Israel I a land of darkness I 
wherefore say my people. We are lords : we will come 
no more unto thee ? 

Why gaddest thou about so much to change tHy 
way ? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria. 

Yea, 
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Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands 
upon thine head : for the Loud hath rejected thy coo- 
fidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them. 

Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father 
thou art the guide of my youth ? Will he reserve his an* 
ger for ever ? will he keep it to the end ? Behold, thou 
hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest. 

Go, and proclaim these words towards the north, and 
tay, Return thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord^ 
and 'I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you : for 
I am merciful, saith the Loud, and I will not keep an- 
ger for ever. 

Only acknowledge thine iniquity that thou hast 
transgressed against the Loud thy God, and hast scat- 
tered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, 
and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. 

Turn, O backsliding children saith the Lord, for I 
am married unto you : and I will take you one of a city^ 
and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 

And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding, 
. And it shall come to pass when ye be multiplied and 
increased in the land, in those days, saith the Loud, 
they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the 
Lord : neither shall it come to mind ; neither shall 
they remember it ; neither shall they visit it ; neither 
shall that be done any more. 

At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of 
the Loud ; and all the nations shall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Loud, to Jerusalem : neither 
shall they walk any more after the imagination of tliejr 
evil heart. 

In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the 
house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the 
land of the north, to the land that I have given for an 
inheritance unto your fathers. 

VOL, IV C Bat 
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But I said^ how sball I put thee among the children, 
land give theq a pleasant land^ a good heritage of the 
hosts of the nations P and I said. Thou shalt call me» My 
father ; and shalt not turn away from me. 

Surely as a wife treacheroudy departeth from her 
husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O 
house of Israel, saith the Lord. 

A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping 
und supplications of the children of Israel : for they 
have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the 
Load their God. 

Return, ye^ backsliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidittgs, behold, we come unto thee ; for thou art 
the Lord our God. 

Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, 
and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the 
Loan Our God is the salvation of Israel. 

For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers 
from our youth ; their flocks, and their herds, their 
sons and their daughters. 

We lie down in our shame, and our confusion co- 
vereth us; for we have sinned against the Lord our 
God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto 
this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
our God. 

If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lord, return 
unto me : and if thou wilt put away thine abomina- 
tions out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove. 

And thou shalt swear, the Lord liveth, in truth, in 
judgment, and in righteousness : and the nations shall 
bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

It is a great proof of the fore-knowledge of God 

that he should pre-ordain to the prophetic office, a man 

* so 



SO propar for It as Jeremiah. When the w«rd of .the 
LoKD came to this faithful prie^ (never having felt 
the force of the Divine energy), he doubted his own 
sufficiency to perform the t^sk, which must have ap- 
peared particularly arduous at 9 time when iniquity 
was so prevalent among the people of Judah ; but no 
sooner did Jeremiah receive assurance that he should 
have Divine siipport^ and be qualified for the office, 
than be readily updertook, without further hesitation, 
to do the will pf the Lord, in spite of all the opposi* 
tion with which he was threatened. 

In what beautiful and pathetic language does Jere<* 
miah address himself to the inhabitants of Jeriisalem, 
reminding them of tlie kindness of the Lord to their 
forefathers, and of their own transgressions ; shewing 
them that they had neglected God more than the hea- 
th^s,whom they despised, had neglected the idols which 
they worshipped : that their sins were great enough to 
raise astonishment in all the inhabitants of the heaven 
and earth. He assured them, that the evil which had 
been permitted to fall on their nation vyas the just pu- 
nishment of their sins; and upbraided them for making 
alliances with other nations, for their inclination to 
idolatry, and for their ingratitude in rebelling against 
the Lord God. He then encouraged them by thff 
most gracious promises of pardon *. 

SECTION VHL 

CONTINUATION 0^ THE JEIEI6N OF JOSIAH KINO OF 

JUDAH. 

From 2 KingSf Chap, xxiii. 2 Chron. Chap, xxxiv. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, 
and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of 

* See Dr. Smith's Sammary View of tlie Prophecies. 

C2 t^^ 
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etbe door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lord 

all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the 

'grovOy and for all the host of heaven. And he burned 

• them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and 

carried the ashes of them unto Beth-eh 

And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the 
king of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high 
places, in the cities of Judah, and in the places round 
. about Jerusalem, them also that burned incense unto 
Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, 
and to all the host of heaven. 

And he brought out the grove from the house Of the 
Lord, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it to small 
powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves 
of the children of the people. 

And he brought all the priests out of the cities o^ 
Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests 
:had burned incense, firom Geba to Beer->8heba, and 
brake down the high places of the gates that were 
•in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the govern 
jior of the city, which were on a man's left hand at 
the gate of the city. 

Nevertheless, the priests of the high places came not 
up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they did 
eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren. 

And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of tho 
chDdren of Hinnom, that no roan might make his son 
- or his daughter to pass through the fire to Moloch. 

And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah 

had given to the sun, at the entering in of the hoaSe of 

the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan- melech the 

chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned 

the chariots of the sun with fire. 

And the altars that were on the top of the upper 

chamber 
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ehamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made^ 
and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two 
courts ot the house of the Lord, did the king beat • 
down and break them down from thence, and cast the 
dust of them into the brook Kidron. 

And the high places that were before Jerusalem, 
which were on the right hand of the mount of corrup- 
tion, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for « 
Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for 
Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for 
Milcom the abomination of the children of Amnion, ; 
did the king defile. 

And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the 
groves, and filled their places with the bones of iiien. 

Moreover, the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high 
place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high 
place he brake down, and stamped it small to powder, 
and burned the grove. 

And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres > 
that were there^in the mount, and sent, and took the 
bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the 
sitar, and polluted it, according to the word of the 
Lord which the man of God proclaimed, who pro- ' 
claimed these words against the altar in the word of 
the Lord, and said, 

O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord, Behold, a child 
shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name, 
and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high 
places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones 
shall be burnt upon thee. 

Then Josiah said, What title is that that I se^ ? and 
the men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the 
man of God, that came from Judah, and proclaimed these 
things that thou hast done against the altar of Beth-el. 

c 3 And* 
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And he said, I et him alone, let no man move hts^ 
bones. So they let his bones alone, with the boiles of. 
the prophet that came out of Samaria. 

And all the Iiouses also of the high places that were 
in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had 
made to provoke the Lord to anger, Josiah took away» 
and did to them according to all the acts that he had 
done in Beth-el. 

And he slew all the priests of the high places that 
were there, upon the altars, and burned men's bones 
upon them, and returned to Jerusalem *. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

It is reasonable to suppose, that Josiah was actuatedV 
not merely by his own inclinations, but also by Jere. 
niiah's predictions to destroy all the monuments of ido- 
latry in his kingdom ; for we read in a former section^ 
that this good king began his work of reformation in 
the twelfth year of his reign ; and Jeremiah informs 
us, that he was called to the prophetic office in the 
thirteenth. No sooner did Josiah testify his zeal, ciian 
the LoHD encouraged him to persevere. 

Josiah had an undoubted right to destroy the monu- 
ments of idolatry in the land of Israel as well as Jadah $ 
for after the captivity of the ten tribes, ail who escaped 
put themselves under the protection, and were united 
with the subjects of the king of Juduh ; who, as the de-: 
scendant of David, was their lawful sovereign. Besides, 
it is imagined that the kings of Assyria, who conquered 
the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, did, at the time of 
Manasseh's restoration, confer upon the kings of Judah, 

* 2 Cbronicles* xxxiv. yiii. seems to justify the placing this 
eireut imor to finding the Law. 

who 
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who perhaps paid them homage on this account, a sch*- 
vereignty over all the land of Canaan. 

. How greatly must it have astonished Josiah^ to find 
that the very ^tion he was then performing had been' 
foretold many years before ! This circumstaACe was w 
&rther confirmation to him tliat he was doing his duty«r 
How wonderful are the w^ys of Providence !• ^ 

SECTION IX. 

THB CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JOSlAH KIN©. 

OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Kings^ Chap. xxii. — 2 Chron, Chap, xxxiv. 

Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when Jo-- 
slab had purged the land, and the house, he sent Sha- 
pbaii the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of 
the city, and Joab the son of Joahaz the recorder, to 
repair the house of the Lord his God. 

And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they 
delivered the money that was brought into the house of 
God, which the Levites that kept the doors had ga- 
thered of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of 
all the remnant of Israel, and of all Judah, and Ben-- 
jamin, and they returned to Jerusalem. 

i\nd they put it in the hand of the workmen that- 
had the oversight of the house of the Loud, and they 
gave it to the workmen that wrought in the house of 
the Lord, to repair and mend the house : 

. Even to the artificers and builders gave they it, to^ 
buy hewn stone, and timber for couplings, and to floor 
the houses, which the kings of Judah had destroyed. 

And the men did the work faithfully : and the over- 
leers of them were Jahath, and Obadiah, the Levites, of 
the sons of Merari ; and Zechariah, and Meshullam, of 

c4} the 
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the sons of the Koathitesy to set it forward; and other 
of the Levitesy all that could skjll of instruments of 
music 

Also they were over the bearers of burdens, and were 
overseers of all that wrought the work in any manner 
of service : and of the Levites there were scribes^ and 
officers, and porters. 

And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest 
found a book of the law of the Lor d, given by Moses. 

And Hilkiah said to Shaphan the scribe, I have found 
the book of the Law in the house of the Lord. And 
Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. 

And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and 
brought the king word back again, saying, All that 
was committed to thy servants, they do it. 

And they have gathered together the money that 
was found in the house of the Lord, and have deliver- 
ed it into the hand of the overseers, and to the hand of 
the workmen. 

Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hil* 
kiah the priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. 

. And it came to pass when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and 
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king's 
saying. Go, enquire of the Lord for me, and for 
them that are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning 
the words of the book that is found : for great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is poured out upon us, be- 
cause our fathers have not kept the word of the LouDi 
to do after all that is written in this book. 
. And Hilkiah, and they that the king had appointed 

went 
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vent to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum 
the son of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of th^ 
wardrobe. Now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college^ 
And they spake to her to that effect. 

And she answered them, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent you to me. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all 
the curses that are written in the book which they have 
read before the king of Judah : 

Because they have forsaken me, and have burned . 
incense to other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the works of their hands : therefore my 
wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and shall 
not be quenched* ^ 

And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to en- 
quire of tlie Lord, so shall ye say unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel concerning. the words 
which thou hast heard : 

Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst hum. 
ble thyself before God when thou heardest his words 
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof . 
and humbledst thyself before me : and didst rend thy 
clothes, and weep before me : I have even heard thee 
also, saith the Lordj 

Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou 
shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants of the- same* ^ So they ' 
brought the king word again. 

7 hen the king sent und gathered together all tlie 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem.- 

And the king went up into the house of the Lord, . 
and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and the priestS; and^ the Levites, and alKth& .. 

c 5 people^ 
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people, great ai^d small : and he read in their ears ail 
the words of the book of the covenant that was found 
in the hou8& of the Lord. 

And the king stood in his place, and made a cove- 
nant before the Loud, to walk afler the Lord, and 
to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and 
his statutes, <9¥ith ail his heart, and with all his soul, to 
perform the words of the covenant which are written 
in this book. 

And he caused all that were present in Jerusalem 
and Benjamin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the 
God of their fathers. 

And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all 
the countries that pertained to the children of Israel, 
and made all that were present in Israel to serve, even 
to serve the Lord their God. And all his days they 
departed not from following the Lord, the God of 
their fathers. 

And the king comnianded all the people, saying. 
Keep the Passover unto the Lord your God, as it is 
written in the book of this covenant. 

And in the eighteenth year of king Josiah this Pass- 
over was holden to the Lord in Jerusalem. 

Surely ther^ was not holden such a Passover, from the 
days of the Judges that judged Israel, nor in aU the 
days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah. 

ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

After destroying all that belonged to idol worship 
and cleansing and beautifying the Temple, the good 
Josiah was desirous of restoring the service of the 
Lord's house, and the divine ordinances. How won- 
derful it is to read, that no sooner did he set about this 
^design, than the original law, of which the kingdom 

had 
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had been deprived while it was addicted to idolatry, 
was unexpectedly brought to light ! 

The * copy found by Hilkiah is thought to have been ■• 
that written by Moses, and by him commanded to be 
deposited with the Ark, in the most Holy Place ; but ^ 
which some pious priest had thus caused to be hidden 
in the reign of Ahaz or Manasseh, to prevent its being 
destroyed. We can hardly suppose that all the copies 
of the law, which werfe very numerous in the days of ' 
Hezekiah, were destroyed : but Josiah certainly had 
never, as the Lord f required, transcribed it with hid ^ 
own hand, because the only authentic copy was not to • 
be found. The high priest, therefore, had great Teasoti*. 
tb rejoice when the original came to light, and Josiah's • 
attention was particularly awakened to a more serious ' 
consideration of the undoubted original book of Mose^, ^ 
sd'as to observe passages which might before have-es* 
caped his observation. It seems to have been by the - 
direction of Divine Prwidetice^ that Shaphan* opened 
the book at that .part of it which contained the curses = 
denounced s^ainst the people of Israel, and the king in > 
particular, .for a neglect of the Law. . Jdsiah now re»*^ 
solved to leave nol)hing undone, that was in kis power, , 
to complete the reformation of his kingdom ; and so^ • 
lemnly and publicly declared his own resolution to ob- • 
serve the conditions of the Covenant in the strictest t 
manner^ and required his subjects to do the same* . 

In order that the people of Israel and Judah might < 
afterwards have no excuse for their wickedness,, they v 
were warned before they had arrived to the highest de- 
gree of guilt, by the prophet Jeremiah, whoccmtinue^ ' 
to declare unto' them the dreadful judgments which : 
they would provoke the. Lord, to send upon theok. 

♦ Uwcrial History. . , t DeiU. xvii; 13. 
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SECTION X. 

PART or THE FHOPHECY^ OF J£REMIAH» 

From Chap, iv. 

Thus saith the Lord to the man of Judah and Jeru- 
salem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among 
Iborni. 

Correct your hearts, ye men of Judah, and inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem : lest my fury come forth like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil 
of your doings. 

Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem, and 
say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land : cry, gather to- 
gether, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go 
into the defenced cities. 

Set up the standard towards Zion : retire, stay not, 
for I will bring evil from the nortli, and a great de- 
struction. 

. The lion is come up from his thicket, and the de- 
stroyer of the Gentiles is on his way ; he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land desolate, and thy' city 
shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. 

For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: 
for the fierce anger of the Lo&b is not turned back 
from us. 

And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the Lord, 
that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of 
the princes : and the priests shall be astonished, and 
the prophets shall wonder. 

Then said I, Ah Lord God, surely thou hast greatly 
deceived this people, and Jerusalem, saying. Ye shall 
bave peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the souL 

At that time shall it be said to this people, and to 

Jerusalem^ 
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JerusalenOy A dry wind of the high places in the vriU 
deraessy toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, 
nor to cleanse ; 

Even a full wind from those places shall come unto 
me : now also will I give sentence against them. 

Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots 
shall be as a whirlwind : his horses are swifter than 
eagles : woe unto us, for we are spoiled* 

O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, 
that thou may est be saved : how long shall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee I 

For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth 
affliction from mount Ephraim. 

Make ye mention to the nations, behold, publish 
against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far coun* 
try, and give out their voice against the cities of Iludah. 

As keepers of a field are they against her round 
about ; because she hath been rebellious against me^ 
saith the LoHD. 

Thy way and thy doings have procured these things: 
unto thee, this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter • 
because it reacheth unto thine heart. 

My bowels, my bowels, I am pained at my very 
heart, my heart maketh a noise in me, I cannot hold 
my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, th& 
sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 

Destruction upon destruction is cried, for the wh<de 
land is spoiled : suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my 
curtains in a moment. 

How long shall I see the standard, and hear the 
Bound of the trumpet ? 

For my people are foolish, they have not known me, 
they are sottish children, and they have none under* 
standing : they are wise to do evil, but to do good they 
have no knowledge. 

Ibe 
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t beheld the earth,, and lo, it was withoat form aod 
>Toid : and the heavens, and they had no light. 

I beheld the mountains, and lo, they trembled : and 
1^1 the hills moved lightly. 

I beheld, and lo, ther^ was no man, and all the birds 
of the heavens were fled. 

J behehl, and lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, 
and all the cittes thereof were broken down at the pre- 
sence of the Loud, and by his fierce anger. 

For thus hath the Lord said, The whole land shall' 
be desolate : yet will I not make a full end. 
- For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above 
be black : because I have spoken it, I have purposed it. 
and will not repent, neitlicr will I turn back from it. 

The whole city shall flee, for the noise of the horse^ 
men, and bow-men, they shall go into thickets, and 
cHmb up upon the rocks : every city shall be forsaken, 
and not a man dwell therein. 

And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? 
Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though 
thou deckestthee with ornaments of gold, though thou 
rendest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make 
thyself fair, thy lovers will despise thee, they will 
leek thy life. 

For I have heard a voice as of a woman in her ut- 
most pain and anguish ; the voice of the daughter of ' 
Zion : that bewaileth hentelf, that spreadeth her hands, 
laying. Wo is me now, for my soul is wearied because, 
of murderers. 

ANNOTATIONS Am REFLECTIONS. 

Jeremiah saw with his mind's eye, by. Divine inspi- 
ration, the conqueror on his march to execute Divine 
vengeance on Judah; and the various calamities that 
would ensue. He lamentSi in the most pathetic terms, 

the 



( 39 ) 

the approaching ruin of hia country ; and calls upon 
his cotemporaries most affectionately, In the name (if 
the Lord, to repent, and amend before it was toe late. 
The sad catastrophe is next represented by a beautiful, 
assemblage of the most lively images. 

SECTION XI. 

PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAHt 

, From Chap*. Y>, 

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, 
and see now and know, and seek in the broad places 
thereof, if ye can find' a man, if there be any that exe- 
cuteth judgment, that seeketh the truth, and I will 
pardon it. 

And though they say, the Loud liveth, surely they 
swear falsely. 

Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth ? thou 
hast stricken them, but they have not grieved ; thou 

■hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive 
correction : they have made their faces harder than a 
rock, they have refused to return. 

Therefore I said, Surely these are poor, they are 
foolbh ; for they know not the way of the Lord, nor 
the judgment of their God. 

1 will get me unto the great men, and will speak un- 
to them ; for they have* known the way of the Lord, 
and the judgment of their God : but th^se have alto- 
gether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 

Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, 
and a wolf, of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard 
shall watch over their cities : every one that goeth out 
thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgres- 
lions are many, and their backslidings are increased. 

Shall 
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Shall I not visit for these things ? saiththe Lord.: 
and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 

this? 

Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy, but make not 
a full end : take away her battlements, for they are not 
the Lord's. 

For the house of Israel, and the house of Judah, have 
dealt very treacherously against me, saith the Lord. 

They have belied the Lord, and said, It is not He, 
neither shall evil come upon us, neither shall we see 
sword nor famine : 

And the prophets shall become wind, and the word 
is not in them : thus shall it be done unto them. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts. Be- 
cause ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words 
in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall 
devour them. 

Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house 
of Israel, saith the Lord : it is a mighty nation, it is an 
ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest 
not, neither understandest what they say. 

Their quiver is as an open sepulchre ; they are all 
mighty men. 

And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, 
which thy sons and thy daughters should eat : they 
shall eat up thy flocks and thine herbs ; they shall eat 
up thy vines and thy fig-trees ; they shall impoverish 
thy fenced cities wherein thou trustest, with the sword. 

Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lord, I. will 
not make a full end of you. 

And it shall come to pass when ye shall say, Where- 
fore doth the Lord our God all these things unt0 4is ? 
then shalt thou answer them. Like as ye have forsaken 
me and served strange gods in y jur land ; so shall ye 
serve strangers in a land that is not yours« 

Declare 
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Declare this id the house of Jacob, and publish it in 
Judab, saying. Hear now this, O foolish people, and 
without understanding, which have eyes and see not, 
which have ears and hear not : fear ye not tne ? saith 
the Lord : will he not tremble at my presence, which, 
have placed the sand for the bound of the sea, by a per- 
petual decree, that it cannot pass it, and though the 
waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not pre- 
vail though they roar, yet can they not pass over it ? 

But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious 
heart: they are revolted and gone. 

Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the 
Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the former and 
the latter in his season : he reserveth unto us the ap- 
pointed in the weeks of the harvest. 

Your iniquities have turned away these things, and 
your sins have withholden good things from you. 

For among my people are found wicked men : they 
lay wait as he that setteth snares, they^set a trap, they 
catch men. 

As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of 
deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen 
rich. 

They are waxen fat, they shine : yea they overpass 
the deeds of the wicked ; they judge not the causct 
the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper : and the 
right of the needy do they not judge. 

Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord : 

shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 

A wonderful and horrible thing it committed in the 

knd. 

The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear 
rule by their means, and my people love to have it so: 
and what will ye do in the end thereof? 

To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they. 

maj 
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may hear? behold, their ear is alienated^ and tliey can. 
not hearken: behold the ward of the Lord is unta- 
them a reproach ; they haVe no delight in it; 

Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord ; i am 
weary with holding in : 1 will pour it out upon the 
children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men 
together : for even the husband with the wife shall be 
taken, the aged with him that is full of days. 

And their houses shall be turned unto others, with 
their fields and wives together : for I will stretch but 
my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith the 
Lord. 

For from the least of them even unto the greatest of 
them, every one is given to covetousness^ and from the 
prophet even unto the priest, every one dealeth falsely. 

They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of 
my people slightly, saying. Peace, peace ; when there 
is no peace. 

Were they ashamed when they had committed ab<»- 
mination ? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
eould they blush r therefore they shall fall among them 
^hat fall : at the time that I visit them, they shall be 
cast down, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ask for the old paths^ where is the good way, and 
watic therein,, and ye shall find rest for your souls... But 
they said, We will not walk therein^ 

Also r set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to 
ttie sound ef the trumpet. But they said, we will not 
kearkea. 

Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congrcga-^ 
tion, what is among them. 

Hear, O earth : behold, I will bring evil upon tliis 
people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they 
have not hearkened unto my wprds,. nor to^my law, 
hut rejected it. ' To 



To what purpose cometh there to ni6 incense from 
Sheba ? and the sweet came from a far country ? your 
burnt- offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices 
svrect unto me. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will lay 
stumbling-blocks before this people, and the fathers 
and the sons together shall fall upon them ; the neigh* 
bour and his friend shall perish. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, a people cometh fronv 
the north country, and a great nation shall be raised 
from the sides of the earth. 

They shall lay hold on bow and spear : they are 
cruel, and have no mercy : their voice roareth like tlie 
sea, and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for 
war against thee O daughter of Zion. 

We have heard the fame thereof; our hands wax 
feeble : anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as oF 
a woman in her heaviest anguish. 

Go not forth into t^e Held, nor walk by the way, for 
the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Having described the judgnrents impending on the* 
nation, the prophet enlarges on the corruptions that 
would prevail among the people, which, are affirmed to- 
be the cause of their ruin. More particularly God is 
introduced ^ complaining of the- corruption of Judah,. 
which He foreknew would become so- great, tliat if one* 
righteous person was to save Jerusalem,, that one would 
not be found. The prophet then- complains that this, 
corruption would not be confined to the lower orders of 
people, but would include the higher ranks, and then,, 
ia the name of God, calk, by way of anticipation, upoa< 
the eaemy to destroy the city of Jerusalem, that de- 
voted 
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voted city whose inhabitants added to their other sxar 
the highest contempt of Goo's word and prophets. 
The prophet seeing in idea, the enemy on their marchi' 
bids his people set up the usual signals of distress, and 
spread the general alarm, to betake themselves to flight. 
God is then represented as directing the besiegers 
against this guilty city, which sinned as incessantly as a 
fountain flows, although warned of the fatal conse- 
quence. He intimates, that one invasion should carry 
away the remains of another, till their disobedience, ^ 
hypocrisy, and other sins, should end in their total over- 
throw ; and calls upon the whole world to witness the 
equity of God's proceedings in thus punishing them. 

This portion of Scripture is calculated to awaken in 
every breast serious reflections on the dreadful effects 
of national sin, which should lead every individual to 
amend his own ways *• 

SECTION XII. 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE REION OF JOSIAU KINff 

OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chron, Chap, xxxv; 

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the tem- 
ple, Neche king of Egypt came up to fight against 
Charchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out 
against him. 

But Necho sent ambassadors to him, saying. What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah ? I come not 
against thee this day, but against the house wherewith 
I have war: for God commanded me to make haste: 

• The 7th, 8th, 9Ch, lOlh, tith, and IJth chapters of Jeremiah 
' may be read here, with Dr. Smith's Comment on ihcm ^fro» 
which great part of the foreguing Annotatieas are extracted. 

forbear 
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forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with me, 
that he destroy thee not. 

Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from 

him, but disguised himself that he might fight with 

.him and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from 

the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of 

Megiddo. 

And the archers shot at king Josiah : and the king 
said to his servants, Have me away ; for I am sore 
wounded. 

His servants therefore took him out of that chariot 
and put him into the second chariot that he had ; and 
they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was 
buried in one of the sepulchres of his fathers, and all 
Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

And like unto him was there no king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all 
his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law 
of Moses ; neither after him arose there any like jiim. 

Notwithstanding, the Lord turned not from the 
fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was 
kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations 
that Manasseh had provoked him witbaL 

And the LoiiD said, I will remove Judah also out of 
my sight as I have removed Israel, and will cast o$ 
this city Jerusalem, which I have chosen, and the 
house of which I said, My name shall be there. 

And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah : and all the sing- 
ing men and singing women spaks of Josiah in their 
lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance 
in Israel : and behold, they are written in the lamen- 
tations. 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, 

according to that which was written in tKe law of the 

Lord, 

And 
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. And his deeds, first and last, behold they are writtea 
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Josiah had reigned thirty-one years in profound 
peace, when he resolved to oppose Pharaoh Necho in 
his expedition against Assyria. From this circumstance 
we may judge, that an alliance subsisted between the 
king of Judah and the Assyrian monarch. 

We are told, that Josiah hearkened not unto thetvordi 
ef Necho from the mouth of Goj>* It cannot be thought 
that this idolatrous prince had received an express re* 
velatiou from the Lord J£hovah; we may rather sup- 
pose that he had heard some prediction respecting him' 
self, spoken by one of the Lord's prophets, which he 
Viade use of to intimidate Josiah ; and this opinion is 
confirmed by a passage in the first book of Esdras, relat- 
ing to this event, which intimates that Jeremiah had 
uttered a prophecy concerning the success of Necho 
» against the king of Assyria*. In this case Josiah was 
certainly guilty of a transgression in going against the 
king of Egypt : besides, he had been warned by Jere- 
miah himself to have no concerns with Egypt or Assy- 
ria "^ ; and he paid dear for his inattention. 

Notwithstanding the reformation which appeared in 
the kingdom, it is said, that the Lo kd turned notjrom the 
Jierceness of his great wrath^btcause of aU the provocations 
that Manasseh had provoked him withaL We must not 
suppose that the people were destined to destruction for 
the sins which Manasseh himself committed (for he by 
repentance and humility obtained the pardon of God); 
but for their oum concurrence in them, and inclmatioft 
^0 repeat them. The land was defiled by the innocent 

* 1 £6dras i. 38. f Set Secuon ?u. 

bhod 
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ihod that was spilt in the days of Manasseh, and by the 
inirodtiction of an idolinto the Sakctuart; yet the peo* 
pie continued indifferent to the honour of the Lorp, 
and were not soh'citous to regain his favour. They ob- 
eeryed, indeed, the ceremonials of reh'gion, from the 
fear of the king's authority ; but neglected to reform 
their morals, notwithstanding the repeated admonitions 
of the prophets, some of which wc have lately read. 

It might be said, that Josiah went down to his gripoe 
in peace, as the Lord had promised by Huldab the pro- * 
phetesSy because he was taken away whilst his kingdom 
was in a prosperous state, before the calamities with 
which it was threatened came upon it, and whilst he 
was in peace and reconciliation with God, who did not 
send the king of Egypt against him. 

The death of this excellent prince was deservedly la- 
mented by all his people. 



SECTION XIII. 

PART OF THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH. 

From Chap. i. Sfc» 

Mow doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! 
how is she become as a widow ! she that was great among 
the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is 
she become tributary ! She weepeth sore in the night, 
and her tears are on her cheeks : among all her lovers 
she hath none to comfort her : all her friends have dealt 
treacherously with her, they are become her enemies. 

Judah is gone into captivity, because of affliction, 
and because of great servitude : she dwelleth among 
the heathen, she findeth no rest : all her persecutors 
overtook her between the straits. 

The ways -of Zion do mourn, because none come to 

the 
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-rthe solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her 
priests sighy her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bit- 
terness. 

Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper: 
for the Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of 
her transgressions : her children are gone into captivity 
before the enemy. 

And from the daughter of Zion all her heauty is de- 
parted: her princes are become like harts that find no 
pasture, and they are gone without strength before th« 
pursuer. 

Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction 
and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she bad 
in the days of old, when her people fell into the hand 
of the enemy, and none did help her : the adversaries 
saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths. 

The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her 
pleasant things : for she hath seen that the heathen 
entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command 
that they should not enter into thy congregation. 

All her people sigh, they seek bread, they have given 
their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul : see, 
O Lord, and consider ; for I am become vile. 

Is it nothing to you, all ye tliat pass by ? behold, 
and see, if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, 
which is done unto me; wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 

From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it 
prevailed against them : he hath spread a net for tnj 
feet, he hath turned me back : he hath made me deso- 
late, and faint all tlie day. 

The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: 
they are wreathed, and come up upon my neck : he hath 
made my strength to faiJ ; the Lo rd hath delivered me 
into their hands from whom I am not able to rise up. 

The 
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I'he Loai> bath troddeu under foot all my mighty 
neo in the midst of me ; he hath called an aatembly 
against me to crush my young men : the Lord hath 
trodden tlie virgin the daughter of Judah as in a wine 
press. 

For these things I weep ; mine eye, mine eye nm« 
seth dowiii with water, because the comforter that 
should relieve my soul is far from me: my children are 
desolate because the enemy prevailed. 

Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to 
comfort her ; the Lord hath commanded concerning 
Jacob, that his adversaries shoold be round about him« 

The Lord is righteous; for I have rebelled against 
his commandments ; hear, I pray you, all people, and 
behold my sorrow; my virgins and my young men are 
gone into captivity. 

I called for my lovers, but they deceived me? my 
priests and mine elders gave up the ghost in the dty, 
while they sought their meat to relieve their souls. 

Behold, O Lo a D ; for I am in distress : my bowels 
are troubled, inine heart is turned within me : for I 
have grievously rebelled: abroad the sword bereaveth, 
at home there is as death. 

They have heard that I sigh: there is none to coin* 
fort me : all mine enemies have heard of my trouble : 
they are glad that thou hast done it : thou wilt bring the 
day that thou hast called, and they shall be like unto me. 

Let all their wickedness come before thee ; and do 
UBto them, as thou hast done unto me for all ixx^ trans* 
gressions : for my sighs are many, and my heart is £iint. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

This section is extracted from a book of beautiful 
elegies, which are preserved among the prophetic writ* 
iDgs underthe title of the Lamentations ofj^emiah. It 

voi,.ir. D is 
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iM tapposed that they were written on tfie death of Jo- 
fliah ; and they very pathetically express the sorrow 
which the prophet is said to hare felt at the loss of that 
good king, for whose sake the judgments of God had 
beeariampeaded, and which were now ready to fall oia^ 
that dtfvoted natihn. 

We miftt now have recourse tb the history of the 
heathen nations. 

SECTION XIV. 

PART OF THS HISTORY OF THE HBATHEV VATIOK) 
WHICH WERE COyCERMED WITH THE JEWS. 

It has been before related, that; after the death of 

m 

Essar-haddouy Saosduchinus (called in scripture Nebu- 
chadonosar) succeeded to the crown of Assyria. He was 
a warlike prince, remarkable for the great advantages 
he had gained over the Medes, who, under the conduct 
of their king, invaded Assyria. Nebuchadonosar raised 
a powerful army, and defeated them, and killed their 
king. After this victory, he entered Media, and ex- 
tending his conquests to the famous city of Ecbatans, 
the capital of that kingdom, levelled it with the ground* 
He then returned to Nineveh, and celebrated his vic- 
tory by revelling and feasting for one hundred and fifty 
days»; then resuming his mdrtial spirit, he resolved ta 
subdue the whole earth *; but died in the midst of his 
career. 

Nebuchadonosar was succeeded by Chynaladan. In 
his reign the Medes, with Cyaxaris, a young and war* 
like prince, at their head, not only recovered whatf the 
Assyrian^ formerly took from them, but defeated them 
iaa pitched battle, and forced them to take shelter in 
Nineveh^ their capital city, which they closely besieged; 

• Uaivcrsai Historj. 
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but were lobUged to abasdon their enterprise, and 
employ their arms in defence of their own country 
against the Scythians, who had invaded it* 

In the mean time Nabopolassar, a Babylonian gene- 
ral whom Chynaladan had intrusted with the conmad 
of his troops in Chaldea, taking advantage of the low 
ebb to .which the Assyrian power was reduoedi revoked 
from him, and seized on the kingdom of Babylon for 
himself. Chynaladan, on hearing this, set fire to bis 
palace, and was consumed with his wealth in the flumes. 
Who were his successors history does not inform us. 

In the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Josiah *, 
which was the twenty-third of Cyaxaris king of Media, 
Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, having married his son 
Nebuchadnezzar to the daughter of Astyages, Cyaxaris's 
eldest son, entered into a confederacy with them against 
the Assyrians ; and, joining their forces together, they 
besieged Nineveh, slew the king, and destroyed that 
antient and noble city : from which time Babylon be^ 
came the metropolis of the Assyrian monarchy. 

In the destruction of Nineveh was fulfilled the pro- 
phecy of ,Nahum, written about si&ty years before, 
concerning it. The Babylonians and Medes having 
thus destroyed Nineveh, the surrounding nations were 
alarmed at their growing power and greatness ; parti* 
cularly Pharaoh-Necho, king of £gypt» who marched, 
as we have lately reftd, to make war upon them> with 
A great army. 

f Prideaux'i GoDQCCtioru 



n 2 SECTION 



X 5« ) 
SECTION XV. 

'XHE REIGN OF J£HOAHAZ (CALLED ALSO SHALLUM} 

KING OF JUDAH. 

AND PART or THE FROPHECT OF JEREMIAH. 

From S Chronicles^ Chap, xxxvi* 
Jeremiak\ Chap, vii, viii, ix, xiii\ xir, xr. 

Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son 
of Josiah, and made him king in his father's stead, in 
Jerusalem. 

Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he 
began to reign. 

And he did evH m the sight of the Lord* 

And this is the word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord, saying, stand in the gate of the Lord's 
house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear 
the word of the Loi^d, ail ye of Judah, that enter in at 
these gates to worship the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
Amend your W9ys, and your doings ; and I will cause 
you to dwell in this place. 

Trust ye not in lying words, saying, llie temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are these. 

For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your do* 
Ings ; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a 
man and his neighbour ; if ye oppress not the stranger, 
the fatherless, and the widow, and «hed not innocent 
blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to 
your hurt*: . 

Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the 
land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

Behold, ye trust in lying words that cannot profit 

Will ye steal, murder, and commit adukery, and 

«wear falsely, And bum incense unto Baal, and walk 

after 
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afttr other gods whom ye know not ; and come And 
stand before me in this house, which is called by my 
name, and say,- We are delivered to do all these abo« 
minations ?' 

Is this house, which is called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes ? behold, even I have seen 
kr saith the Lord, but go ye now unto my place which 
•waa in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first> and see 
what I did to it for the wickedness of my people IsraeL 

And now because ye have done all these works, saith 
tiie Load, and I spake unto you, rising up early, and 
speaking, but ye heard not ; and I called you, but ye 
answered not; therefore will I do unto this house 
wluch is called by my name, wherein ye trust, anid un. 
to'the place which I gave to you and to your fathers^ 
as I have done to Shiloh* 

And I will cast you out of my sig&t, as fhave cflsf out 
^1 yonr brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. 

Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift 
up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession 
to 'me ; for I will not hear thee. 

Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judali, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem ? 

The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the 
fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes 
to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings 
unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 

Do they provoke me to anger? saith the Lord : do 
they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their 
own faces ? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, mine 
anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, 
upon man and upon beast, and upon the trees of the 
field, and upon the fruit of the ground ; and it shall 
burn, and shall not be quenched. 

i>3 Thus 
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Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel : Put 
your bumt-ofierings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh« 

For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, merely concerning bumt-ofierlngs or sacrifices: 

But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my 
voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my peo- 
ple : and walk ye in all the ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unto you. 

But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but 
'walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their 
evil heart, and went backward and not forward. 

Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the 
land of Egypt unto this day, I have even sent unto you 
all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early, and 
sending them : 

Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their 
ear, but hardened their neck; they did worse than 
their fathers. 

Therefore th6u shalt speak all these words unto them; 
but they will not hearken to thee : thou shalt also catt 
unto them : but they will not answer thee. 

But thou fthalt say unto them, This is a nation that 
obeyeth not tlie voice of the Lord their God, nor re*- 
ceiveth correction : truth is perished, and is cut off 
from their' mouth. 

Cut o£f thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away; 
and take up a lamentation on high places; for the 
Lord hath rejected and forsaken the ^^eneration of his 
wrath. 

For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, 
saith the Lord ; they have set their abominations in 
the house which is called by my name, to pollute it. 

And they have built the high places of Tophet, 
wrhich is in the valley of the son of Hixiupm, to burn 

their 



t ss ) 

their sons and their daughters in the iire ; which I coii^ 
manded them not, neither came it into my heart. 

Therefore behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley- 
of the son of Hinnom, but, The valley of slaughter : 
for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 

And the carcases of this people shall be meat for tlie 
ibwls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earths 
'and none shall fray them away. 

Then will I cause to cease from the cities of Judah, 
«nd from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the brid^room 
and the voice of the bride : for the land shall be de- 
solate. 

Moreover thou shalt say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord;. Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn 
away and not return i 

Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back 
by a perpetual backsliding ? they hold fast decdt, 
they refuse to return. 

I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: 
no^an repented him of his wickedness saying. What 
have I done ? every one turned to his course, as the 
horse rusheth into the battle. 

Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 
times ; and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, 
(Observe the time of their coming; but my people know 
not the judgment of the Loan. 

How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of Ae 
Lord is with us ? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; 
the pen of the scribes is in vain. 

The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and 

taken ; lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord : 

and what wisdom is in them ? 

Therefore will I ^ve their wires mita others, and 
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tlieir fields to tbem that Bha}l inherit them : for every 
one from the least even unto the greatest is given to 
eovetousness ; from the prophet even unto the priest 
every one dealeth falsely. 

For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my 
peace slightly, saying. Peace, peace; when there is 
BO peace. 

Were they ashamed when they had committee abo- 
mination ? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
could they blush : therefore shall they fall among them 
that fall ; in the lime of their visitation they shall be 
cast down from the Lord* 

Oh, that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
Anmtain of tears, that I might weep day and night for 
the slain of the daughter of my people ! 

Oh, that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of 
wayfaring men ; that I might leave my people, And go 
from them ; for they be all idolaters, an assembly of 
treacherous men. 

And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies : 
but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth : 
for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not 
me, saith the Lord. 

Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and tru^ 
ye not in any brother ; for every brother will utterly 
supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders. 

And they will deceive every one bis neighbour, and 
will not speak the truth ; they have taught their tongue 
to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 

Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit : tlurough 
deceit they refuse to know me, saith the Lord. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts. Behold, 1 
will melt them, and try them, ibr how shall' I do for 
the daughter of my people-? 

Their tongue is as au arraw shot out ; it Sjieaketh 

deceit : 
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deceit : one speaketh peaceably to his neighboar with 
hk mouthy but in his heart he layeth wait. 

Shall I not visit them for these things ? saith the- 
Lord : shaU not my soul be avenged on such a nation 
as this ^ 

Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and 
who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord hath spoken,, 
thathe may declare it^ for what the land perisheth, and 
is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth 
through ? 

And the Lord saith. Because they have forsaken my 
hw which I set before them, and have not obeyed my. 
voice, neither walked therein; but have walked after 
the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim^ 
which their fathers taught them^ 

Therefore thus saith the Loud of hosts, the God o£ 
Israel; Behold,! will feed them, even this people with 
wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 

I will scatter them also among the lieathen, whom 
neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will 
send a aword after them, till I have consumed them. 

Thus saith the Lord :.Let not the wise man glory, 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in hi» 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches : 

But let him that glorietfa, glory in this, that he un« 
derstandeth and knoweth me, that. I am. the Lord,. 
which exercise loving-kindBess,^ judgment, and right* 
eousness in the earth : for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord. 

Hear ye, and give ear, be not groud : for. the Lord^ 
hath spoken. 

Give glory to. the Lord your God, before he cause 
darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark 
mountains, and while ye look for light he turn it into 
the sbadoif of deaths and make it gross darknesst 

d£ But: 
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But if ye will not hear it, mj soul sliall weep in so* 
cret places for your pride ; and mine eye shall weep 
sore, and run down with tears, because the Lord's 
flock is carried away captive. 

Say unto the king, and to the queen. Humble your- 
selves, sit down: for your principalities shall come 
down, even the crown of your glory. 

The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none 
shall open them : Judah shall be carried away captive 
ali of it, it shall be wholly carried away captive. 

Then said I, Ah, Lord God ! behold, the prophets 
say unto them. Ye shall not see the sword, neither shaH 
ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace la 
this place. 

Then the Lor d sud unto me. The prophets prophesy 
lies in my name; I sent them not, neither have I com. 
manded them, neither spake unto them : they prophesy 
unto you a false vision, and divination, and a thing of 
nought, and the deceit of their heart. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the pro* 
phets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, 
yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this 
land ; By sword and famine shall those prophets be 
consumed. 

And the people to Vrhom they prophesy shall be cast 

out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine 

and the sword ; and they shall have none to bury them, 

their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters : for I 

' will pour their wickedness upon them. 

Then said the Lord unto me. Though Moses and 
Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be to- 
ward this people ; cast them out of my sight, and let 
them go forth. 

And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee. 
Whither shall we go forth : then thou shalt tell them, 

Thus 
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Tbufi saitk the Lord« such as are for death, to death, 
-and such as are for the aw ord, to the sword ; and such 
as are for the famme, to the famine, and such as are 
for the captivity, to the captivity. 

And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the 
Lord: the sword to slay; and the dogs to tear; and 
the fow]^ of the heaven and the beasts of the earth, to 
devour and destroy ; and I will cause them to be re- 
moved into all the kingdoms of the earth« 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 
J^hoahaz was not the rightful heir to the crown, for 
he was not chosen by the Lob.d, but elected by the peo- 
ple. He soon discovei^d his propensity to wickedness, 
and the prophet Jeremiah continued his admonitions. 

** In the extract from his writings, which make the 
principal part of this Section, the prophet exhorts his 
countrymen to amend their lives, without which he 
tells them, their confidence in the Temple is vain, and 
their trust in sacrifices, without obedience, of no avail. 
God's threatenings are then repeated in a variety of 
terms. An awful message is sent to the royal family in: 
particular; and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem in ge- 
neral. The prophet pleading for the people complains 
of false prophets. To this God replies, that no inter- 
cession could now divert him from his purpose of pu- 
niBhing so wicked a people." 

This Section should be received as an admonition by 
all nations, who are in covenant with the Lord ; for 
he is no respecter of persons. It concerns Christians at 
well as Jews, for, alas ! the same vices^ if we except 
open idolatry, prevail amongst the latter, as were prac- 
Used by the former; though they are not yet arrived 
at such a pitch of general corruption. This prophecy 
l^ainly intimates^ that an obstinate perseverance in 
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wickedness wiU at l^ength ezchide, even the nost fa« 
roared nations^ from divine grace: no interoession can 
then prevail in their behalf. The day of grace once 
psmti will never return to taxy nation, so as to preserve 
it from destruction, when the measure of its iniquity is 
full. 

SECTION XVL 

JfiHOAHAZ DEPOSED — J£HOIAKIM MADE KING OF 

JUDAH. 

From 2 KingSf Chap, xxiii.— 2 Chnm. Chap, xxxvi* 

And Pharaoh-Necho king of Egypt put down Jehoa- 
haz, when he had reigned three months in Jerusalem, 
and put him in bands at Riblah^ that he might not 
reign, and put the land to a tribute of an hundred ta- 
lents of silver, and a talent of gold* 

And Pharaoh-Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah 
king in the room of Joeiak his father, and turned his 
name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoaliaz away : and he 
came to Egypt and died there. 

And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pha- 
raoh ; but he taxed the land to give the money accord- 
ing to the commandment of Pharaoh ; he exacted the 
silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every 
one according to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh- 
Necho. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Before Jehoahaz had an opportunity of committing* 
mimy impious acts, Pharaoh-Necho, having taken Car- 
chemkh, a great city belonging to the Babylonians, was 
returning towards Egypt, when hearing that Jehoahas 
was made king of Ju^tby without his concurrence, and 

probably 
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probably that he was io anns against him, made him 
captive, placed his broker oa the throne, and rendered 
the people of Judah tributary to hinu This last circum- 
stance was very humiliating, but it was only the begin- 
ning of sorrows ; greater calamities were yet in store 
for this rebellious land. 

In the third year of Jehoiakim, Nabopolasser, king of 
Babylon, finding that on Pharaoh-Necho's taking Car- 
chemish, all Syria and Palestine had revolted to him, 
and being, on account of his age and infirmities, un- 
able to m&rch tliither to reduce them, he made Nebu- 
chadne»Ear his son his associate in the empire^ and sent 
him with an army into those parts. 



SECTION XVII. 

THE BJBGINliING OF THE REION OF JAHOIAKIM, 

KIMO OF JUDAH. 

Frmn2KijigSf Chap, xxiii.— 2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi. 

JsHoiAKiM was twenty-five years old when he be- 
gan to reign : and he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord. 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah king of Judah came this word of the Lord to 
Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord, Stand in the 
court of the Lord's house and speak unto all the cities 
of Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house, 
all the words that I conuuand thee to speak unto them; 
dimimsh not a word. 

If so be they will hearkeD» and turn every man from 
Us evil way, that I may repent me of the evil which I 
purpose to do unto tbevy because of the evil of their 
douigsv 

And 
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And thou shah say unto them, Thus Bsiih the Lolu>, 
If ye Will not hearken to me to walk in my law which I 
hare set before you, to hearken to the words of my ser« 
rants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, bod) rising 
ttp early and sending them, but ye have not hearkened; 

Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and wiK 
make this city a curse to all the nations of tfae earth. 

. So the priests and the prophets, and all the people^ 
heard Jeremiali speaking these words in the house of 
the Lord* 

Now it came to pass when Jeremiah had made an 
<end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him 
to speak unto all the people, that the priests, and the 
prophets, and all the people, took hun saying, Thou 
shalt surely die. 

Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Loan, 
saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city 
«hall be desolate without an inhabitant? and all the 
people were gathered against Jeremiah in the houae of 
the Loan. 

WJMn the princes of Judah heard these things, then 
th^ came up from the king's house unto the house of 
the Lord, and sat down in the entry of the new. gate 
of the Lord's house. 

Then spake the priests and the propliets unto ,the 
princes and to all the people, sa3dng. This man is wor» 
thy to die: for he hath prophesied. against this city* as 
ye have heard with your ears. 

Then spake Jeremiah unto all the.princes and to aU 
the peopk, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this city all the words 
that ye have heard. 

Therefore now amend your ways' axui your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your Ood: and the 

LmtD 
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LoRi> will repent him of the eTil that he hath pre* 
nounced against you. 

As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me 
as seemeth good and meet unto you : But know ye for 
certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely 
bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon thia 
city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth 
the Lord hath sent me unto you to speak all these 
words in your ears. 

Then said the princes and all the people unto the 
priests and to the prophets, This man is not worthy to 
die : for he hath spoken to us in the name of the Lord 
our God. 

Then rose up certiun of the elders of the land, and 
^ke to all the assembly of the people, saying, Micah 
the Morashite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah 
king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judab^ 
saying, Thus saith the Loud of hosts, Zion shall be 
plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, 
tmd the mountain of the house as the high places of 
the forest. 

Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him 
at dl to death ? did he not fear the Lord, and be* 
ssught the Lord, and the Lord repeated him of the 
evil which he had pronounced against them? thus 
might we procure great evil against our souls. 

An& there was also a man that prophesied in the 
name of the Lor d, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kir* 
jadi-jearim, who prophesied against this city and against 
this land according to all the words of Jereijaiah. 

And when Jehoiakim the king/ with all his mighty 
men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death : but when* Urijah heard it, 
he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt. 

And Jehoiakim the J^ing sent men into Egypt, namely 

EInathan 
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Elaathan the son of Achbor, and certain men* witbhka 

into Egypt. 

And Uiey fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt^ and 
brought him unto Jehoiakim the king : who slew him- 
lirith the sword, and casthis dead body into the graves, 
of the common people. 

NevecthelesSy the hand of Ahikam the son of Sbap* 
ban was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him 
into the hand of the people to put him to death« 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 

We find from the beginning of this Sectioni that Je^ 
boiakim- proved as impious as his brother ; and tjie 
people,, who never entered heartily into Josiah's plan? 
of reformationi continued' to fbUow their* own wicked 
inclinations, which led them on« progressively into all 
Idnds-of impiety and immorali^. The prophet Jere<* 
miah repealed his admonitions, and declaredHo thenr 
what bad been revealed to him; but met vnth Bothiog 
from the generality of them, but insult and oppression; 
The princes^ indeed* were at first' inclined to protect 
him,, and seem^ to have been- affected with'the denon*^ 
ciation of Divine vengeance. 

The prediction which Jeremiah delivered* atthfrtime,* 
foretold the destruction of the Temple and City, if nefr 
prevented by. timely repentance. By 'this unwelcome 
prophecy Jeremiah's life was exposed ta great danger i 
but the Loan nused him -up a friend, and would not^ 
•tt&r his enemies to prevail ^against him *• . 

^SteSectkua vih> 
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SECTION XVIII. 

COKTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIAKIM KING 
OF JUDABy AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OF 

JEREMIAH. 

From 2 JCings^ Chnp. xxiv. — Jer. Chap. xxv. 

And in the days of Jehoiakiniy king of Judah, Ne« 
buchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Judab, 
then the Word of the Lord^ came unto Jeremiah, 
coDcerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim^ the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that was 
the first year of Nebuchadneszar, king of Babylon. 

And Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people 
of Judah^ and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, say- 
ing. From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon 
kiog of Judah, even unto this day ; thai is the three 
and twentieth year, the Word of the Loki> hath come 
unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and 
speaking ; but yc have not hearkened. 

And the Lord hath sent unto you all his servants 
the prophets, rit^ng early and sending them ; but ye 
have net hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 

They said. Turn ye again now every one from his 
evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell 
in the land that the Lord hath given unto you and to 
your Others for ever and ever : and go not afler other 
gods to serve them and to worship them, and provoke 
me not to anger with the works of your hands, and I 
will do you no hurt. 

Vet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the 
Lord; that ye might provoke me to anger with the 
works of your hands to your own hurt. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Because ye 

have 



Ihave not heard my words, behold, I will tend iind tak« 
all the families of the north, sailh the Lord, and Ne» 
bnchadntzzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and 
will being them against this land, and against the «• 
habitants thereof, and against idl these nations round 
s^bout, and will utterly destroy them, and make them 
an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desda* 
tions. 

Moreover, I will take from them the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones^ 
and the light of the candle. 

And this whole land shall be a desolation and an 
astonishment: and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. 

And it shall come to pass, when seventy yemn are 
D^cqispLished, tba) | will punish l;he king of Babylea, 
and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans; and will make it perpetual 
desolations. 

And I will bring upon that land all my words, which 
I have pronounced against it, even all that is written 
in this book, which Jeremiah hath pr^^hesied against 
nil the nations. 

. For many nations and great kings shall aetre them- 
eelves of them also ; and I will recompense them ac- 
cording to their deeds, and according to the works of 
their own hands. 

To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities «f Judah, and the 
kings thereof, and the piinces thereof, to make them a 
desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse ; as 
it is this day ; Pharoah king of Egypt, and his servants, 
and his princes, and all his people ; and all the min- 
gled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all 
the kings of the land ef the Philistines, and Ashkelon, 
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and Azzahy and Ekron, and the remnant oF Ashdod, 
Edoni, and Moi^, and the children of Amnion. 

And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zi* 
don, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the 
sea, Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the 
utmost corners, and all the kings of Arabia, and all the 
kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert, 
and all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, 
and afl the kings of the Medes, and all the kings of the 
north, far and near, one with another, and all the 
kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of the 
earth : and the king of Sheshach after them. 

For lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is 
called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpu- 
nished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call 
for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith 
the L6rd of hosts. 

Therefore prophesy ^ou against them all these 
words, and say unto them. The Lord shall roar from 
on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; 
he shall mightily roar upon his habitation, he shall give 
9 shout as they that tread the grapes, against all the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth : for 
the Lord hath a controversy with the nations, he will 
plead with all flesh ; be will give them that are wicked 
to the sword, saith the Loud. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Behold evil shall go 
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
ihall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. 

And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from 
«ae end of the earth even unto the other end of the 
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered nor 
buried ; they shall be dung upon the ground. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS; 

It was related la a former sectioo, that Pharaoh- 
Necho carried Jehoahaz captive into Egypt, and made 
Jehoiakim his brother king of Judah, on condition of 
his becoming tributary to him; and that Jehoiakim 
was obliged to lay very heavy taxes on his subjects, to 
enable him to keep> his engagements. Soon after this, 
Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians, and marched 
towards Palestine,, in order to. make the king of Judah 
tributary to him. 

The Lord was now preparing, to pour forth his in- 
dignation; and that it might be known to be His work, 
and not the mere effect of human ambition, Jeremiah 
was commissioned to repeat the substance of what he 
had before said with additional circumstances. The 
prophet now expressly named the conqueror who was 
to be the instrument of God's wrath against Israel and 
Judah, the other nations he was to subdue, the dunu 
tion of the Jewish captivity, and the subsequent pu? 
xushflient of the kingdom of Babylon. 

SECTION XIX. 

FAJLT OF THS PEOPHECY OP JERSMIAH; 

Frotn Chap, xxxvi. 

AvD it came to pass^in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, 
tihe son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came 
unto Jeremiah from the Lord,. saying, Take thee a roll 
of a book, and write therein all the words that I have 
iqpoken unto thee, against Israel, and against Judah» 
and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto 
thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 

It 



t 69 ) 

It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the 
evil which I purpose to do unto them: that they may 
return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive 
their iniquity and their sln^ 

Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah : 
and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all tlie 
words of the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, 
upon a roll of a book. 

And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am 
shut up; I cannot go into the house of the Loud: 
Therefore go tliou and read in the roll which thou hast 
written from my mouth, the words of the Lohd, in the 
ears of the people in the Lord's house, upon the fast- 
ing day : and also thou shalt read them in the ears of 
ail Judah, that come out of their cities. 

And these are the w^rds that Jeremiah spoke unto 
Baruch. 

Thus saith the Lorb, the God of Israel unto thee, 

Baruch ; Thou didst say, Woe is me now] for the 
Lord iiath added grief to my sorrow : I fainted in my 
sighing, and I find no rest. 

The Lord saith thus ; Behold, that which I have 
built will I break down, and that which I have planted 

1 will pluck up, even this whole land. 

And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek tliem 
not ; for behold, I will bring evil upon all fiesh, saith 
the Lord : but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey 
in all places whither thou goest. 

And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all 
that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading 
in the book the words of the Lord in the Lord's 
house. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

« 

It appears from this Section that Jehoiakim £d not 
take warning from the prophet's admonitions, but had 
carried his resentment against him so far, as to cause 
him to be shut up in prison, while he and his people 
pursued their wicked courses ; yet the Lord would not 
destroy them without using every means to bring them 
to repentance ; He therefore commanded the prophet 
lio write his predictions *, since he was not at liberty to 
go and speak them, that Baruch, who was a disciple 
of Jeremiah's, might read them publicly to the people, 
who should assemble from all parts on the great day of 
expiation f, (which still continued to be observed an« 
nually} according to the law of Moses, that they might 
be induced, when collected together on so solemn an 
occasion, to present their supplications to the Lori)» 
and endeavour to deprecate his wrath, by speedy and 
sincere repentance. What effect this measure^ had is 
not related. 

It is likely that Jehoiakim and the princes were ab« 
jsent from Jerusalem, making preparations to resist the 
power of Nebuchadnezzar, or else in such great cob^ 
sternation, that they did not express any resentment 
against Jeremiah and Baruch, on account of the roll 
which they had published to the people. 

* CoiitalQed in some 'of the chapters^ which thM« was not roooi 
ito insert. • 
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SECTION XX. 

.GONTINUATlOSr OF THE REIGN OF JBHOIAKlM, AV9 
FART OF THE FR0PHBC7 OF JEHBMIAII. 

From 2 Kings^ Chap. xxiv,^Ji?r. Chap. xxv. 

And Jehoiakiin became tbe servant of Nebuehad«» 
nezzar. And it came to pass in tbe -fiflb year of Je^ 
hoiakim tbe son of Josiab king of Judah^ in tbe ninth 
moQtby tbat tbey proclaimed a fast before tbe Loao to 
all the people in Jerusalem, and to all tbe people that 
came from the cities of Judah onto Jerusalem. 

Then read Barucb in tbe book tbe words of Jeremiah, 
in the bouse of the Lord, in tbe chamber of Gemariah 
the son of Shapban the Scribe, in tbe higher court, at 
the entry of the new gate of tbe LoRla's bouse, in tb^ 
ears of all the people. 

When Micaiah the 8on of Gemariah, tbe son of Sha* 
phan, had beard out of tbe book all the words of the 
Lord, 

Then he went down into the king's house into tbe 
scribe 8 chamber ; and lo, all tbe princes sat there, even 
Elishama the scribe, and Delaiab the son of Shemaiah, 
and Elnatban the son of Achbor, and Gemariah tbe 
ton of Shapban, and Zedekiah tbe son of Hananiah, 
and all the princes. 

Then Micaiah declared unto them all the words that 
he had heard when Barucb read the book in tbe eary 
of the people. 

Therefbre all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Ne« 

thaniah, tbe son of Shelemiab, the son of Cushi, unto 

Barucb, saying. Take in thine band tbe roll wherein 

thou hast read m the ears of the people^ and come. So 

Barucb 
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Baruch the son ef Neriah took the roll in his hand^and 
came tmto them. 

And they said unto him. Sit down now, and read it 
in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. 

Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the 
words, they were afraid, both one and other, and said 
unto Baruch, we will surely tell the king of all these 
words. 

And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How 
didst thou write all these words at his mouth ? 

Then Baruch answered them : He pronounced all 
these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them 
with ink in the book. 

Then said the princes unto Bari^chy GOf hide theci 
thou, and Jeremiah ; and let no man know where ye be. 

And they went onto the king into the court, but 
t^y laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the 
scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. 

So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he 
took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber : and Je- 
budi read it in the cars of of the king, and in the ears 
of all the princes which stood beside the king. 

Now the king sat in the winter house, in the ninth 
month: and tliere was a fire on the hearth burning 
before him. 

And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read 
three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and 
cast it into the fire, that was on the hearth, until all the 
roll was consumed. 

- Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their gannents» 
neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all 
tliese words. > 

Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah, 
had made intercession to the king that he would not 
bum the roll : but he would not hear them. 
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. But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son ot Hem* 
melechy and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiafc 
the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe, and Je- 
remiah the prophet: but the Lord hid them. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, afler 
that the king had burned the roll, and the wotds which 
Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 

Take thee again another roll> and write in it all the 
fonner words that were in the first roll, which Jehoia* 
kim the king of Judah hath burned. 

And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judab, Thus 
saiththe Lord: Thou hast burned this roll, saying 
Why hast thou written therein, saying. The king of 
Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land* audi 
shall cause to cease from thence man and beast ? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, He shall hare none to set upon the throne of 
David : and his dead body shall be cast out in the dar 
to the heat and in the night to the frost. 

And I will punish him, and his seed, and his ser- 
vants, for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the 
men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
against thent; but they hearkened not. 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Ba- 
ruch the scribe, the son of }^eriah ; who wrote therein 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire : 
and there were added besides unto them many like 
words. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It seems that Nebuchadneszar accomplished his de- 
lign of making Jehoiakim tributary to him, and then 
departed from Jud^. 

TOL. lY. E It 
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It was at tne return of the great day of expiatioi, 
'iliat Baruch was sent to read the roll a second time ; 
the king and people continued to increase in wicked- 
ness. ' ' • • 

The chamber of Gemariah the scribe, was the room 
where the king's counsel used to isit. The lords of the 
council were greatly terrified', and were solicitous to 
-jpreserve the prophet and his disciple from the' efects 
of the king's indignation, which they imagined would 
be excited by this action. It proved as they expected ; 
tox the impious Jehoiakim, disregarding the word of 
the Lord, burnt the leaves ias/ they were read, till thie 
roll was entirely consumed ; and would have destroyed 
the prophet, but that Divine providence Interposed ia 
his preservation. 

SECTION XXL; , 

THE COKCLUStOK OP'tRS llEIGK OF JEHOIAKIM 

K11I6 or JUDAtf. 

• . . •.,; • . ... . . 

JFrom 2 KingSf Chap* xiuv«-^2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi. 

Ai^D jehoiakim continued the servant of Nebi|chad- 
Bezzar three years, then he turned and rebelled against 
him. 

And the ILord sent against him bands of the Chal- 
dees, and^bahds of the Syrians, and bands of the Moab* 
ites, and bahds of the children of Ammon, and sent 
them against Judah to destroy it ; according 'to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by his servants the 
prophets* 

Surely at the commandment of the Lord came this 
tipon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the 
sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did ; and 
also for the innocent blood* that he shed: for he filled 

1 Jerittaleia 
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Jerusalem with , innocent blood ; irfaich the Loro 
would not pardon. 

Now the rest of the acte of Jehoiakim, and his abo- 
minations which he did^ and that which was found in 
him, behold, they are written in the book of the kings 
of Israel and Judah. 

So Jehoiakim ftlept with his fathers : and Jehoiachin 
his son reigned in his stead. 

. And -the king of Egypt came not again any more 
out of his ]and ; for the king of Babylon had taken 
from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all 
that pertained to the king of Egypt. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Jehoiakim^ after having served the king of BabyloQ 
three years, refused to pay him tribute, and renewed 
his confederacy with Pharaoh-Necha; other nationi 
also annoyed him. 

The Lord permitted the king of Judah to be mo- 
lested with such various enemies, on account of his 
disobedience to the Divine will. In what manner he 
died we are not informed, but there is no doubt his 
death was ignominious, and as the prophet had fore* 
told, his memory hateful. The Jews, to this day, ob* 
lerve a fast in commemoration of Jehoiakim 's burning 
the roUjwhich Baruch read. 

Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, died one year be« 
tore Jehoiakim, having reigned sixteen years, and was 
* ucceedled by Psammis his son. 
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SECTION xxir. 

^klX BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIAdkf^ 
(CALLED ALSO JTECHONIAH AND CONXAH) KIKC tfi 
JUDAH, AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

* « 

From Jeremiahf Chap. xxiL 

•* Jehoiachin was eighteen years when he begto to 
reign, and he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that bis father had done. • 

Then said tlie Lord to Jereitiiah, Go now dowitt^ 
the house o€ the king of Judah, and speak there this 
word, and say. Hear &e word of tlie Loud, O lung of ' 
Judahy that sittest upon the throne of Darid, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these 
gates; 

Thds s^th the Lord: execute ye judgment and 
^ghteousness, and deliver the spcnled^out of the hand 
4if the* oppressor: atkd do no wrongv do.no violence t« 
the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neithef 
ihed innocent blood in this place. 
^ But if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter 
In by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the 
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, 
and his servants, and his people. 

For if ye will not hear these words, I swear by my- 
•el^ saith the Lord> that this house shall become ii 
desolation. 

For thus saith the Lord unto the king's house of 
Judah;.Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of 
Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee awildemesS) 
and cities that are not inhabited. 

And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every 



•lie with his weapons : and they shall cut down ihj 
choice cedars, and past them into the fire. 

And many nations shall pass by this city» and they 
shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath - 
the Lord done thus unto this great city f 

Then they shall answer : Because they have forsaken . 
the covenant of the Lord their Gon, and worshipped 
other gods, and served them. 

Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighte- 
ousness, and his chambers by wrong ; that useth hii 
neighbour's service without wages, and gureth him not 
for his work ; 

That saith, I will build me a wide house and large 
chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is 
ceiled with cedar, and painted with vermillion. 

Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in ce^ 
dar? did not thy father (David) eat and drinic, and dp 
judgment and justice, and then it ifas well with him ? 

He judged the cause of the poor and needy : then 
it. was well with him r was not this known to me f saHJi 
the LoBO* 

But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thfr 
covetousness ; and for to shed innocent blood, and for 
oppression, and for violence to do itv 

As I live saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence ; 

And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek 
thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou 
fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that baro 
thee, into another country, where ye were not bom; 
and there shall yf die, 
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' Bui the land whereunto they desire to return, thU 
ther shall they not return. 

Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol ? is he a 
Teasel wherein is no pleasure ; wherefore are they cast 
out he and his seed, and are cast into a land which > 
they know not ? 
' O: earth, • earth, earth, hear the word of the Loud, ' 

Thus saith the Lord ; Write ye this man childless, 
a man that shall not prosper in his days ; fdr no man , 
of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of' 
David, and ruling any more in Judali. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. - 

That Jehoiachin might have no reason to complain 
of being delivered into the enemy's hands without ' 
earning, the prophet Jeremiah (who, we may supposty 
obtained his liberty at the late king's death) was sent ' 
to recommend to him and his people the practice of . 
justice and equity, -as they would hope to prosper, and 
to threaten tliem in case of disobedience with utter • 
destruction. Jehoiachin was threatened with a miserw' 
able end, and his family declared to be for ever ex« 
eluded fnm the throne. 



SECTION XXIIL 

THE CONCLUSION «F THS RSIGIT OF JBHOIACHIK 

KING OF J17DAH* 

Frtm 2 KingSf Chap. xxiv. 

Akd when Jehoiachin had reigned three months and 
ten days in Jerusalem* and done that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, the servants of Nebuchad- 
neasar king of Bid)ylon came up against Jeruialeni, and 
the city was besiegetl • * 
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r And Kel^uchadnezzar king of Babylon caine against, 
the city, and his servants did besiege it, " , .' * 

* And at the end of the year Jehoiacliin the king o€) 
J.udah, wfnt out to the king of Babylon, he, apd hi&. 
mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his 6fll«, 
cers; and tHe king of Babylon took him in the eighth, 
year of his reign, - . 

. And he carried out thence all the treasures o^ the^ 
hpuse of the Lord, and the treasures of the iing*it. 
house, - and cut in pieces all the vessels 'o£ gold which. 
Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the 
Loan, as the Lord had said. : , 

And he carried away all Jerusajem,. and all the. 
pi*inces, and. all, the mighty men of valour^ even ten^ 
thousand captives, .and all the craflsmen, and smiths i^ 
none remained save the poorest sort of the people of 
the land. 

And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the 
king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers^ 
and the mighty of the land, those carried he intiO cap<« 
t;vity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

And all the men of might, even seven thousand, anct. 
craftsmen, and smiths, a thousand, all that were strong* 
and apt for war, even them the king of Babylox^ 
broug}>t captive to Babylon* . 

And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his fft» 
ther's brother king in his ^tead, and changed his name 
to Zedekiah, , . . • 

ANNOTATIONS ak1> REFLECTIONS. 

Jehoiachin was not restrained from his wickedness 
hy the prophet's denunciations, neither would he hum* 
ble himself before the Lord : therefore be was left to 
suffer the consequences of his folly and obduracy. 
^ Nebuchadnezzar's lieutenants and goTernpip of 4hj^ 
^ . £ 4 ' i pirovincfiA 
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|iro?incet continued to besiege Jenualem after Ae 
death of Jeboiakim : at the end of three moDtha the 
insg of Babylon came against it in person with his royal 
army. Jehoiachin, unable to defend the city, submit- 
ted, as we read; but Nebuchadnezzar put him in 
cbains and sent him to Babylon, where he ccmtinued a 
miserable captive till the death of that monarch, which 
was thirty-six years. '* Had Jehoiachin taken the me- 
thod which Hezekiah did, and made his peace with 
Gqd, he would hare had no cause to fear the king of 
Babylon ; but might have held out with courage, ho* 
novir, and success : but wanting the faith and piety of 
an Israelite, he had no^ the resolution of a man, a sol- 
dier, and a prince." Now was fulfilled the word of 
God, spoken by Moses : The Loap shall bring against 
thee a nation fiom afavy of fierce countenance, that shall 
eat thejruit qfthyland\ and besiege thee in all thy gates. 

We find that Nebuchadnezzar carried with him vast 
quantities of spoil, and a great number of captives. He 
Lad taken some away eight years before this, among 
whom were Daniel and his friends : these had behaved 
so well, that the king was desirous to have more such. 
He also took all the great men and principal officers, 
lest they should raise conspiracies against him ; and car- 
ried the smiths away, in order that the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem might not be able to procure arms* 

Nebuchadnezzar, after his departure from Jerusalem, 
employed all the rest of the year in carrying on hi^ war 
with ^6 Egyptians ; in which he was so successful, 
that before the ensuing winter he had driven them out 
of Syria and Palestine. Shortly after, died Nabopolassar, 
king of Babylon, having reigned twenty-one years ; on 
hearing which, Nebuchadnezzar hastened home, and 
was made king in his. stead. He had reigned some time 
with bis father. His empire contiuned Chaldea^ Assyria, 

Arabia* 
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AmMa, ' Syraiy* and Pal»tliiie (the latter inchtdcd fitti 
whoie land of laradv) Zedekiah, though called king t>f 
Judali, reigned there only as Nebuchadnezzar's de^ 

Nebuchadnezzar changed Mattaniah's name to shew 
tjhat-he was entirely dependent on him. ZedeHah signi- 
fies the justite of the Lord, to put him in mind, that, 
he mtist expect the Tengeance of. his Gou if he violated 
the oath of fidelity which he had takent 

SECTION XXIV. 

THE BfGINNIKG OF THE REtGN OF aEDEKIAH KING 

OF JUDAH, 

AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From 2 Kings^ Chap. xxiv. — Jer. Chap, xxvii. 

ZfcDEKiAH was twenty and one years old when he 
began to reign. 

. In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah *, the soft 
of Josiab, king of Judali, came this word unto Jere* 
miah, saying, Thus saith the Lord to me, Make thee 
bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck, and 
send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of 
Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the 
kmg of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand 
of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zede- 
kiah king of Judah; 

And command them to say unto their masters. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Thus shall 
ye say unto your masters, I have made the eartii, the 
man, and the beast, that are upon the ground, by mj 

• • • 

• It 19 supposed by some Itarned commentator?, that th« word 
Jchnachi^ i», hy tlic mistake of a iransciibcr, pnt for Zidehiah ; 
fcut it is not at all improbable that Jeremiah received intimation 
©f this event in the reigu of Johoiachiu, and wrote the prophecy. 
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pent power, and by ipy oul-stretcMl arni) $»i bajlfr 
given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. 

And now I have given all ihese kirids into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and. 
the beasts of the field have 1 given him also to serve him. 

And all nations shall serve him and his son and his 
jK>n'8 son, until the very time of his land come; and 
then many nations and great kings shidi serve them* 
selves of him. 

And it shall come to pass, that the nation and king- 
dom which will not £erve the same Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon,, and that will not put their neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will 1 pu* 
oish, saith the Loan, with the sword^ and with the 
lamine» and with the pestilence, until I have consumed 
tiicm by his hand. 

■■ Therefore hearken not ye ie your propliets, nor to 
your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to yoiar en^ 
banters, nor to your sorcerers^ which speak unto yoa» 
saying. Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon. 

For they propheay a lie unto you, to remove ycm &r 
Arom your land, and that I should drive yon out and 
ye shall perish. 

Bat the nations tha| bring dieir neck under the yoke 
oC the king of Batr^lon, and serve him^ those wiU I let 
jEefn^ain still in tliekr own land, saith the Lohb and tiiejr 
•h^ till it, and dwell therein. 

And Jeremiah spake to Zedekiah according to the 
tenor of those wor^, taytng, Bring your necks undey 
the yoke of the king oC Babylon, and serve him and 
hi3 people, an4 Kve. 

Why wiB ye^ie, thou and thy people, hy the sword, 
by 'the famine, and by Ae pestilence, as the Lord hath 
fpoken against tb^ nation tfitfl wiH not serve the king' 
cdTBabyhNki ^ » 
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. ^ TbSi^efore heirfcen t»oi tiBto the words of dyi? pr?^ 
fhets that spe^k unto you, sayingy Ye shall not serve 
^e king of Babylon : for they prophesy a lie unto you» 

For I have aot sent them, saith the Lord, yet they 
prophecy 9 lie in my aaine, that I might drive you out» 
and that ye might p^rish^ . ye, and the prc^hets that. 
prophesy MOio yo^; 

'Al$o I spake to the priests, and to all this people 
saying. Thus saith the Lord, Hearken not to the words; 
of your prophets, that prophesy unto you, sayjjng^^er 
hold, ^e vessels of the Lord's hquse shall now shortly 
be brought again from Babylon ; for they prophesy ^ 
l/e unto you. . , 

.markeu not unto them, serve the kfng of BabyloUi, 
and live ; whereA)re sliould this city be laid waste i 

But if they be prophets, and if the word of the Lo9.||i^ 
be with then^ let them now mak^ intercession to th^ 
Load of hosts, tluit the vessels which are left in thj^ 
bouse pf the Loro^ and in the house of the king gf J\Xff 
dah, and at Jerusalem^ go not .to^ Babylon. I 

.. FofT thiis laith the IfORi^ pf ho$ts concerning the pil^ 
(s^ s^ Q9;^erOiing the n^a, %nd concernpg tlie. bases^ 
and concerning the residuQ^of the vessels that renii^in kf^ 
ihi^ pLtyv which j^ebucbadne;jpzai| king of Babylon too|^ 
sotjwhen he jcarried awa^r paptivevXeconiah thi^s^^ o^ 
Jehorakim king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon,, 
and all the nobles of Ji^dak and Janisalem i 
^ Yea thus saith the l^oKp of hosts, the God of Israel,, 
<y)ncemlng. th^ vessels ^lat temain in the house of^th^ 
LoaD, and in t!i^ hous*e of the king of Judah, ^d of 
Jerusalem^. They shalji be caTrie.d tp.Babyion, and there^ 
shall they be until the day^that 1/ visit them, saith th& 
Ldaoi jtheu will I bring them lipj^ai^ restore th6ifljto< 
tiiis:pla,9ie. „ , ,.•,...;.;„/..,. , . ""'"* 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find that Zedekiah followed the bad example of 
his predecessors, yet the prophet was sent to admonish 
him and his subjects ; for though the Lord had deter- 
mined the destruction of the city in case the people did 
not repent^ He promised to have compassion on all who 
acknowledged their transgressions, and submitted to 
His Almighty Power. 

It is supposed, that afler the departure of Nebuchad- 
hezzar out of Judea and Syria, Zedekiah, having set- 
tled himself upon the throne, the kings of the Aromo- 
axtes, Edomites, Zidonians, Tyrians^ and other nations, 
sent their ambassadors to congratulate him on his ac. 
cession, and proposed a league with him against the 
king of Bab3don ; but the Lord having ordained that 
Nebuchadnezzar, who was the chosen instrument ofDi' 
wne vengeance, should on that account rule over the 
ikings of the earth, commanded Jeremiah to put a yoke 
snd bands on his neck, as a significant sign, calculated 
to give force to his predictions : and it is likely the 
prophet offered them successively to all the foreign am- 
bassadors mentioned above, in order to prove whether 
Aey would give credit to the wn^ of God, thus so-' 
lemnly pronounced^ or not; but we have reason td 

BUpposei that they rejected them with disdain. ' 

i 

SECTION XXV. 

▲ fAJbSB PROFHXT CONTRADICTS JSRSMIAH^S 
I PRBDICTIOXS. 

From Chap* xxviii. 

. -^VD it came to pass the sanie year, in thebeginniog 
•f the reign of 2edekiah king of Judah, in the fourth 
^ear^ «nd iaibc fifth loonAy thAtHananiali ih€ son of 

\ r . . ^ • ' ^. j . Aw 
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Azur the proiihety wbich was of Gibeon, spake^wito 
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the presence of 
the priests, and of all the people, saying. 

Thus ^eaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel^ 
saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Within two full years I will bring again into this 
place all the vessels of the Lord's house that Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place 
and carried them to Babylon : 

And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of 
Judah that went into Babylon, saith the Lord, for I 
will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Then the prophet Jeremiali said unto the prophet 
Hananiah In the presence of the priests, and in the pre* 
•ence of all the people that stood in the house of the 
Lord, even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen : die 
Lord do so : the Lord perform thy words which thou 
hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the Lord's 
house, and all that is carried away captive from Baby«> 
Ion, into this place. 

Nevertheless, hear thou now this word that I speak 
in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people ; the protr 
phets that have been before me and before thee of old 
prophesied both against many countries, and against 
great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilehce. 

The prophet which prophesied pf peace when the 
word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the 
prophet be known that the Lord hath tsuly sent hkn« 

Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off 
the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and )>rake it. 

And Hananiah sp.ke in the presence of all the peo- 
fie saying. Thus saith the Lord ; Even so wfll Ibrbak 
the yoke of Nebuehadnezzar king of Babylon from tk^ 
keck of all nations within •^he spfice of two full yeai% 
AbA the prophet Jeremiah went his way. 



Then d^e word of the Lo & b eame unto Jeremiah th% 
^ophet^ after that Hananiah the prophet had broken 
the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiab^ 
saying, 

Goy and tell Hananiah, saying,Thus saitfa the Loup \ 
Thou hast broken the yokes of wood ; but thou shalt 
make for tliem yokes of iron. 

For thus saith. the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these 
nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar kin^ of 
Babylon ; and they shall serve him ; and I have girei 
kirn the beasts of the field also. 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah th^ 
prophet, Hear now, Hananiali, The Lord hath not sent 
thee, but thou makest this people to trust in a lie. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will cast 
thee from off the face of the earth ; this year thoa sholt 
dlie because thou hast taught rebellion against the Loid^. 

So Hananiah the prophet died the same year In the 
seventh month. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. ^ 

We find from this, and. the preceding section, that 

there were at Jeriisalera false prophets, wha flattered 

the king with the hopes of deliverance from the power 

of Nebuchadnezzar. How Hananiah could have the. 

presumption to utter such a false prediction is astonish^ 

ing, aff the reality of Jeremiah's mission had been full^. 

pcoVed by the accomplishment of many of his prophe- 

<;ies. It was likely that tlie king^ s(s well as othetis mtgbi 

liave .given credit to him who foretold what wasf most 

a^eable |o' their wishes:. God therefore inspired hii 

'i^wit prophists toiforetel thait he designed to punish- the' 

impostor witlv sudden death, that by this awful visitatioil. 

the people might be admonis1)ed tb pay. due honour td 

luiDS. whom, jilii Loiup.bad sent# < ^ 
• , : - ' - *. ^ . SECTWK 
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SECTION XXVI. 
jerbmiah's letter to the cAprivzs in BAsnoK*: 

From Chap, xxix. 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah 
the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the 
elders which were carried away captiyes, and to the 
priests, and to theprophets, and to all the people whomf 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jeru^ 
salem to Bab^ion. 

(Afler that Jeconiah the king and the queen; an^ 
the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and 
the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from J6«^ 
rusalera. ) 

By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and 6e^ 
Ibariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of 
Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon sayin'g. 

Thus saith the Loan of hosts^ the Gob of Israel, untH 
di that are carried away captives, whom I haye cauibd 
to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babyfon : ' 

Build ye houses, and dwell in them ; and plant gar<» 
dens and eat the fruit of them. 

Take ye wives, and have sons and daughters: and 
take wives for your sons, and give your dai^hters %& 
husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters : thai 
ye may be Increased there, and not diminished. 

And seek the peace of the city whither I liave caused 
you to lie carried away captives^ and pray unto th4 
liOlin for 'it f for iu the peace thereof shall' ye hav^ 
peacfe;' •- ' 

F^ thus saith^the Leap Of hosls, th« God of Israel i 

Let not your prophets and your diumers^ that be in tM 

' ^' • nidai 



midst of jfOUi deceive '*yoUy nather hearken to your 
dreams wbiefa ye caused to have dreamed. 

" For thej* prophesy falsely unto you in my name ; I 
have not sent them, saith the Lord* 

For thus saith the Lord, that afler seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you, and perrorm 
ray good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
thisplace; 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, td 
give you an expected «nd. 

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray, 
Vnto me, and I. will hearken unto you. 

And ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall 
seard) for me with all your heart. 

And I will be found of you, saith the Lot d : and I 
will dsm airoy your captivity, and will gather you from 
all tkenatiobsaDd from all the places whither I.faav$ 
driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will bring yoaagaio^ 
into the place whence I caused you to be carried away 
captive. 

• Because ye have said, the Lord hath raised us up 
prophelB in Babylon ; know that thus saith the Loan of 
the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and o( 
all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your 
brethren that are not gone forth wi|h you into captivity : 
|hus saith the Loud of hosts. Behold, I will send upon 
them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and 
will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten 

• And I will persecute. them with the sword, with the 
£Hnine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them 
to be removed to all the kingdoms^ of the earth, to be 
a curse, and an astonishment, ^and an hissing, and a 
reproach among all (he nations whither I have driven 
them: 

Because 
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Because they hare not hearkened te my word, saith 
tKe Loan, which I sent unto them by my servants the 
prophets, risbg up early and sending thesi; but ye 
would^not hear, saitli the Lonn* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Jeremiah, having had a remarkable vision*, and 
other revelations, respecting the restoration of tiie 
Jews to thetr native land, took the opportunity of 
sending a letter by Zedekiah's ambasadors, in order to^ 
guard those of his natiim, who were in captivity, 
against the delusions of false prophets who would have 
deterred them from building, or doing any thing else, 
for their own interest and benefit: he informed them 
how long their captivity was to continue, and encou- 
raged them to submit to their lot, since it was much to 
be preferred to that of their brethren^ wlio were left be* 
biadinjiidea. > 

This section affords a very instructive lesson to al^ 
persons who are in calamitous circumstances, admonisbf 
ing them not to sink into despair, but to snake the best 
of their condition, since the very dispensation which 
appears to them a misfortune, may be in reality .a bless* 
ing in dii^uise. 

Cyaxares, king of Media, after he had reigned fort;f 
years,idied{ and Astyageshis son (called in sci^ipturt 
Ahastteffus)< reigned in Ilia stead. > 

In the same year died also Psamrois, king of £gypt» 
and Apries his son sucoeoded him. Ue la in scriptiare 
called Pharaoh Hophra. 

* C«ap. xx.iv, 

. . SECTION 
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, SECTION XXVIL 

CONTINUATION OW THE HEIGH OW ZZDKKXAU KINO Ot 
iI^DAHt-AMO fART OV THE'PROPJIECT OF E2iEKIEL.. 

From 2 Kingt^ Chdp' xxWm 
2 Chron* Chap. xxxvL^^Ezekielf Chap, niu xvii. 
And Zedekiah did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah 
the prophet, speaking by the nKWith of the Lord. And 
he also rebelled against king Nebuchadneaaar, who had 
made him swear by Goo to serve him, and sent umbas- 
sadors into Egypt, that tliey might ^tve him horses aod 
BHich people. 

' And the word of the Lord came unto E^iekiel in 
the land of the Chaldees, saying. Say unte the people/ 
of lamel, Thus satth the Lokd God, This burden con-' 
cerneth the prince ia Jemsidemy and ail the bouse of 
lavari^ €hai aae among them. 

^<8a3K| I am yo«v sign; like as I have done, so shall it 
be done unto them; tbey shall remove and go into. 

And the prince that is among them shall bear upon- 
his dmulder in the twilight, and shall go forth ; they 
shall dig through the wall to- carry out thereby ; he 
shall coyer his face, tl^ he see not the ground with hit 
eyes. 

My «et also will I spread upon him, and he shall be 
taken in ray snare uand I will bring him io Babylon 
to the land of the Chaldeans : yet shall he not see It, 
though he shall die there. 

« Ai^ I will scatter toward every wind all that are 
about him to help him, and all his bands : and I vliir 
draw out the sword after them. 

And they shall know that I am the Lord, when 1 
shall scatter them among the nations, Qnd disperse 

Ibem in the countries. 

'i . Sut 
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- But I will leave a Tew men of tbdra from the 9w^A, 
from the ^mine, and -from die pestilence, that A^* 
may declare all thei^ abohiina^ions among the heoth/en. 
whither they come ; and they shall know that I am .th«: 
Lord, 

Moreover the; word of the LoRn came unto Ezekielj 
saying, Say now to the rebellious house. Know ye not^ 
what these things mean ? tell them. Behold tke Idugi 
of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the 
king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them 
with him to Babylon ; . T 

^nd hath taken of the king^s seed, and made acove^^ 
nant with hiui, and hath taken an oath of him : hehath; 
also taken the mighty of the land : That the kingdom^ 
might be base, that it might not lift itself upr but that' 
bj keeping of his covenant it might aiaiul. 

But be rebelled against him in tw^iikg tail ambaaw** ^ 
dor^ into Egypt, that they might gp^etikn horse* and) 
muchpeoplYe: Shall he prosper? riiall he escape that, 
doeth sudh things? or shall he break the covenant, and: 
be delivered ? . 

As I live, saith the Lord God ;'aurely in the plaoti 
where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose 
oath he despised, and whose covienant he brake,, even 
with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. 

Neithei^ shall Pharaoh with' his mighty arn^ ancb 
great compatny make for him in the war by casting up 
mounts, and building forts, to cut off many* persoiis : 
Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, 
when lo, he had given his hand, and hatH done all these 
things, Jie shall not escape : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; As I liveyi 
surely mine oath'that he hath despised, and my cove-» 
nant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense^ 
upon his own head, < , ^.. 

And 
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'Audi will spread my net upon him, and he dmll be 
tAef in my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, 
and will plead with him there for Ills trespasses that he 
hath trespassed against me. 

And all his fugitives, with all his bands, shall fall by 
the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered to- 
ward all winds : and ye shidl know that I the Lord 
have spoken it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

' It was in the seventh year of his reign that Zedekiah 
aent ambassadors intoEg3^pt to engage in a confederacy 
with Pharaoh Hoplira. In thus breaking his covenant 
with Nebuchadnezzar, Zedekiah committed a great 
crime; for he was guilty of ptrjury by the breach of 
his oath, and acted dishonourably in breaking his treaty. 
He was likewise presumptuous^ and foolish to the last 
degree, in opposing the commands which Goo had 
given, that he^ould submit quietly to Nebuchadnes* 
sar. Eaekiel wds among the captives in Babylon, 
where, we may suppose, he wrote his predidion, and 
•HBt it to Jerusalem. 

SECTION XXVIII. 

COHTIMUATION OP THE REION OF ZBOEKIAH KINO 

OF JUDAH, 
■ VlTH PART or THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH* 

From Jeremiah^ Chap, xxxiv. 

And it came to pass, in the ninth year of his reign, 
in the tenth day of the month-, that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Je- 
rusalem, and pitched against it : and they built forts 

against it round about. - ' * 

And 
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. Asd this is the wovi that came ifoto Jfrfimiab Acta 
the LoiLD, when N^buchadn^z^ar king qf B^ylon «i)ji 
lill U»iU'.aiy9 and all the kingdoms of the earth ,9f.hi8 
dominion^ and all the people fought against Jer.i}saleip» 
and against all the cities thereof; sqying^ 

Thus^aith the LoBJot, ^he Goj> of Israel; Go» an4 
^eak to Zedekiah king of Judah» and tell bim» Thuyi 
saith the Lord; Behold, I will give this citj into the 
hand of the king of Babylon ; and he shall burn it with 
&[e; , > . 

And thou shalt not escape out .of his handy but shalt 
surely be taken and delivered into his band ; and thine 
eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and 
he shall speak with thee mouth to mouthy and thou 
shalt go to Babylon. 

Yet hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah king 
ef Judah; Thus saith the Lou o of thee; Thou shalt 
not die by the sword. 

But thou shalt die In peace ; aud with the burnings 
of thy <i Others, the former kings which were before 
thee, so shall they burn odours for thee ; and they^ wiU 
lament thee, saying. Ah, lord ! for I have pronounc^ 
the word, saith the Lord. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words 
unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, when the 
king of Babylon's army fought against Jerusalepi, im4 
against all the cities of Judah that were left, against 
Lachish, and against Azekiah ; for tbfiMe defenced Qitiea 
remained of the cities of Judah, 

ANNOTATIONS and . REFLECTIONS. 

It is worthy^ of observation, that Ezekiel, who dwelt 
ia the land of the Chaldeans, and Jeremiah, who was 
shut up with the rest of those who were besieged ia 

Jerusalem, 



; ( w ^ ) 

rJ«rUiBlem»«6^ftotly agreed in their predictiaxis cbndern* 
ing the taking of the city» and a rariety of circumstances 
tvhich were to succeed to this dreadful event; in one 
tparticttlar only they appear to differ. Ezekiel foretold 
that Zcdekiah shoM.be brought to the land of the Chal- 
deans, but should not see it / Jeremiah predicted that he 
should be delivered into the hand of the king ofBabyUm^ 
and should speak mouth to mouth toith him, and tliat his 
eyes should behold kis eyes. We shall find in the sequel 
that both these prediclions were literally fulfilled, 

SECTION XXIX. 

> 

CONTIliUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH 
. . KING OF JUDAH, 

"* From Jeremiah, Chap, xxxvii. 

A tn>^ Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of She- 
lemlah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest^ 
ta the prophet Jeremiah, saying. Pray dow unto tbe 
Lord •ur God for us. 

Now Jeremiah came in and went out ateiong thepeo* 
■pie : for they had hot put him into {irison. 
' Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: 
and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard 
tidings of them, they departed fcom Jerusalem. 
• Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet 
Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the Loud the God of Is* 
raei : Thus shall ye say to the king of Jadah, that sent 
you unto me to enquire of me ; Behold Pharaoh's arooj 
which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt 
into theirown land. 

And the Chaldeans shall come again and fight against 
this city, and take it and burn it with fire... 
. . , ' Thus 
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iTbos'Mitth the LOR0 ; Deca^re not yo^nihr^f Hay- 
log, The Chaldeans shall surely depart ham ua: iw 
. they shall not depart* 

For though ye had smitten the whole army of the 
Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained 
but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up 
every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire. 

And it came to pass, that when the army of the 
Chaldeans wns broken up from Jerusalem for fear of 
Pharaoh's arcny, 

Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go 
into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence 
in the midst of the people. 

And when he was, in the gate of Benjamin, a cap- 
tain of tlie ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the 
son of Shelemiah, tlie son of Hananiah ; and he took 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest a^ay to the 
Chaldeans. Then said Jeremiah, It is fake: I fall not 
away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to hirA, 
so Irijah took Jeremiah, and br«i:fght him to the princes* 

Wherefore the princes werfe wroth with Jeremiah, 
and smote him, and put him in prison ih the house df 
Jonathan the scribe : for they had made that the prison. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It seems that the king of Babylon raided the siego 
\rith a view of intercepting Pharaoh Hophra and his 
array. It was while the Chaldeans were absent froih 
Jerusalem, that Jeremiah attempted to retire to Ana- 
noth, his native country, to avoid the siege, which ho 
knew would be renewed. This was' an improper step 
for the prophet of the Lord to take ; and in allproba-* 
bility his imprisonment was permitted as a Divine chas* 
tisement.- 

The Egyptians, terrified by the appearance of the 

Chaldeans, 
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CItaMeanSy Withdrew their forces, and retired into their 
own country^ treacherously leaving Zedekiah and his 
people to perish in the war, which it is supposed, they 
had drawn them into. 



SECTION XXX. 

CONTIKVATION OF THE REIGN OT ZEDEKJAHy AKB 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From Jeremiah^ Chap, xxxvii. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and 
into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many 
days; then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out : 
and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, 
Is there any word from the Lord i and Jeremiah said, 
There is : for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon. 

Moreover, Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah^ What 
have I effended against thee, or against thy servants, 
QT against this people, that ye have put me in prison ? 
Where arc now your prophets, which prophesied unto 
you, saying, 1 he king of Babylon shall not come against 
you, nor against this land ? 1 herefore hear now, I prsj 
thee, O my lord the king : let my supplication, I pray 
thee, be accepted before thee ; that thou cause me not 
to return to the house of Jonathan die scribe, lest I die 
there. 

. Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should 
commit Jeremiali into the court of the prison, and that 
they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the 
baker's street, until all the bread in the city were spent. 
Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison. 

ANNOTA. 



( «r ) 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECtfONS. 

On the retreat of the Egyptians, Nebuchadaezzar 
again renewed the siege of Jerusalem* It w^ on this 
occasion that Zedekiah Bent for Jeremiah, and con- 
sulted him in private. The prophet confirmed his for- 
mer prediction ; and took ttie opportunity of remon- 
strating on the hardships that were so unjustly inflicted 
upon himself, which Zedekiah was prevailed on to 
mitigate. 

SECTION XXXI. 

m 

JNB CONTINUATION OF THE BEIGN OP ZEDEKIAH 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From Jeremiah, Chap, xxxvili. 

And the city was besieged until the eleventh year 
of king Zedekiah. 

And Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
son of Pashur, ai^d Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pa- 
shur the son of Malchiah, heard the .words that Jera- 
miah bad spoken unto all the people. Saying, Thu&saitb 
the Lor 9, .He that remaineth in this city c^all die by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, but 
he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live: for hi^ 
shall have, bis life for a prey, and shall live. 

Thus saith the Loed, This city shall surely.be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which 
shall take it. 

Therefore the princes said unto the king. We be- 
seech thee, let this man be put to. death : for thus he 
weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking 
such words unto them : for this man seeketh not the 
welfare of this people, but the hurt. 

VOL. iw^ F Then 
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Then Zedekiah the king said^ Beheld, he is in your 
hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing 
against you. 

Then took they Jeremiah and cast him into the dun*> 
geon of Malchiah the son of Hammeiech, that was in 
the court of the. prison: and they let down Jeremiah 
with cordst and in the dungeon there was no water, but 
mire : so Jeremiah sunk in the niire. 

Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the 
eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that thej 
had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sit^ 
ting in the gate of Benjamin ; 

£bed-melech'went forth out of the king'ji house, an4 
spake to the king sayingv My lord the king, these men 
have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah 
the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon ; 
,and he is like, to die for hunger in the place where he 
is: for there is no more bread in the city. 

Then the king commanded Ebed melech the Ethio- 
pian saying, 'Take from hence thirty men with thee, 
and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon 
before he die. 

So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him 
up out of the dutigeon, and Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the prison. 

Then Zedekiah the ^ing sent and took Jeremiah the 
prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the 
house of (the LoaJ)., and the king said unto Jeremiah, 
:I will ask thee a.thing: 'hide nothing from me. 

Then Jeremiah. 4aid unto Zedekiah, If I declare it 

unto thee, wib :thou not surely put me to death ? and 

if I g^ve thee ;Counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto 

.me? 

So Zedekiah ^he king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, 

'^SLying, As the Loan liveth, that made us this ftoal, I 

iriU 
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wiH riot put thee to death, neither wfll I give th^ie tnib^ 
the bond (yf these men that seek thy life. 

Then siud Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the 
LoRt), Ihe Gob of Kosts, the God of Israel ; if thou 
wilt assuredly go forth unto tlie king of Babylonli 
princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall 
not be btimt with fire, and thou shall live, dnd thine 
house, 

Bttt if thdu wilt riot go forth to the king of Baby* 
Ion's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand 
of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and 
thou shalt not escape out of their hand. 

And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I aili 
afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest 
they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 

But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee; 
obey I beseech thee, the voice of the Lord, which I 
speak. unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy 
soul shall live. 

But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that 
the Lord hath shewed me: And behold, all the wo- 
men that are left in the king of Judafa's house shall be 
brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and 
these women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, 
and have prevailed against thee : thy feet are sunk in 
the mire, and they are turned away back. 

So they shall bring out ail thy wives and thy children 
to the Chaldeans : and thou shalt not escape out of their 
hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of 
Babylon : and thou shalt cause this city to be burned 
with fire* 

Then jsaid Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man 
know of these words, and thou shalt not die. 

But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, 

and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare 

- F 2 unto 
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»Bto us now .what thou hast said unto the king, hide k 
mot from us, and we will not put thee to death : also 
.what the king said unto thee.: 

Then thou sha]t say uiito them, I, presented my sup- 
gplication before the .king, that he would not cause me 
to return to Jonathan's house, to die -there. 

Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked 
him : and he told them according to all these . words 
that the king had commanded : so they left off speak, 
ing with him : for .the matter was not perceived. 

So Jeremiah abode in the court of die prison until 
the day that Jerusalem was .taken: and lie was there 
when Jerusalem was taken. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

it is astonishing to read of the inveterate hatred 
«Fhich the princes bore to the good prophet Jeremiah. 

The king himself was inclined to be merciful to him; 
but at such a time of general calamity, his power was 
nothing, as he himself observed. 

Providence again raised up a deliverer for Jeremiah; 
but for the kindness of Ebed-melech, he would have 
perished. 

It appears that Zedekiah, had some confidence in 
Jeremiah's prediction^ but he suffered his fear of the 
Jews to inflaencchis actions in contradiction to his own 
sentiments. 

' While Jeremiah was :uttering his predictions, Eze- 
kiel had many levelations to the same effect; a com- 
parison of these affords a strong confirmation of the 
authenticity «f reach, asilfe prophets could carry on no 
collusion at that time. 
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SECTION XXXIL 

« 
THE CALAMITIES OF THB SI£GE.- 

From' 2 Chron. Chap* xxxvi. — Lam* ■ Chap* iU- 

And Zedekiah stiffened hi&nedcy and hardened his 
heart from turning unto. the LOrd God of Israel* 

Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and the people 
transgressed very much, after all the abominations of > 
the heathen, and polluted the house of th& Lord* 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem, 

And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by 
his messengers, rising up betimes and sending ; because 
he had compassion on hrs people, and on his dwelling- 
place: but they mocked the messengers of GoDy^ and 
despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till th^re- 
was no remedy. 

And at length the famine prevailed in the city; and 
there was no bread for the people to eat* The elders 
of Zibn sat upon the ground, and kept «ilence ; they 
cast dust upon their heads ; they girded themselves with 
sackcloth. The virgins of Jerusalem hung down their 
heads to the ground. 

The children and the sucklings swooned in the streets 
of the city ; they asked for bread, and no one breaked 
it unto them. They said to their mothers, Where is 
corn and wine h They swooned at the wounded in the 
city; the tongue of the sucking child cleaved to the 
roof of his mouth for thirst; their soul was poured 
out into their mother's bosom ! 

The young and the old lay on the ground in the 
streets : they that did feed delicately were desolate in 

» 3 - the 
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'ihe streets ; they that were brought up in. scarlet em- 
braced dunghills. 

What shall 1 liken thee to, O Jerusalem ? (said their 
afflicted prophet) What shall I equal to thee^ O virgin, 
daughter, of Zion ? let tears run down like a river, day 
and night ; give thyself no rest ; let not the apple of 
thine eye cease. 

Arise, cry out in the night ; in the beginning of the 
watches, pour oat thine heart like w&ter before the 
face of the Lord : lift up thine hands towards him for 
the life of the young children that faint for hunger at 
the top of every street ! 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 



f^ 



. What a lively description does this aaticFpated hi(- 
tory give of the miseries of the SAego I IJo what a 
wretched condition was Jerusalem n^w. reducedJ \^ 
Hi psoceed to the dreadful catastrophe* 

« 

SECTION XXXIII. 

CQKCLVSJON QF. t^Ei BEXG^ OV ZfiD£IUAIi^' 

From Jeremiah f Chap, xxxix.— 2 Chron, Chap, xxxvi. 

And on the ninth day of the fourth month, in the 
eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, the city was 
broken up. 

And all the princes of the king of Babylon Came in 
and sat in the middle gate, even Nergal-sharezer, 
Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, 
Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king 
of Babylon. 

And it came to pass, that when Zedekiali the king of 
Judoh saw them, and all the men of war, then they 

fled, 



( 103 ) 

Redf and went forth out of the city by ntSght» bj that 
way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the lira 
walls : and he went out the way of the plain. 

But the Chaldeans army pursued after' them, and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho ; and when 
tliey had taken him they brought hhn up to Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon to Riblah, in the land of Ha* 
math : where he gave judgment upon him. 

Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah 
in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babyioa 
liefv ail the nobles of Judah. 

Moreover he put out Zedekiali's eyes, ^nd bounds , 
him with cliains, to carry him to Babylon. 

And the Chaldeans burned the king's house and the 
bouses of the people with fire, and brake down the 
walls of Jerusalem ; 

And slew their young men with the sword in the 
house of their sanctuary, and had no compasfiion upon 
yeong man or maiden, old man, or him that atoop^ 
for age : he gave them all into his hand* 

> 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We. find, from this section, ^that the predictions of 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah were both exactly fulfilled ; for 
Zedekiah went to Babylon, though he did not see it, 
and Us eyes beheld the eyes of the king of Babylon, 

Nebuchadnezzar Certainly had cause to be enraged 
with Zedekiali for his treacherous behaviour ; but was 
guilty of great inhumanity towards him. The king of 
Judah might have avoided the dreadful effects q( his 
wrath, would he have hearkened to the admonitions of 
the prophets ; but he mocked the messengers of his GoD^ 
and despised the toord of the Loao* There is reason to 

7 4> hopfr 
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liope Aat misfortunes at length humbled his soul nitcf 
a state of penitence, and that before he died he made 
his peace with God, viho doth abundantly pardon. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

JEHUS ALEM AND THB TEMPLE DESTROYED. 

From 2 Kings, Chap. xxv. — 2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi. 

And in the fiflh month on the seventh day of the 
month, which is the nineteenth year of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan cap- 
tain of the guard, a servant of the king of Bab3^1oD, 
Unto Jerusalem : 

And he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king*8 
hoiise, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great 
man's house burnt he with fire. 

And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with 
the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Je- 
rusalem round about. 

Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, 
and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, 
with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard carry away. 

But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the 
land to be vine-dressers and husbandmen. 

And the pillars of brass that were in the house of the 
Lord, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was in the 
house of the Lord, did the Chaldees break in pieces, 
and carried the brass of them to Babylon. 

And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and 
the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they 
ministered,, took they away. 

And the fire pans, and the bowls, and such things as 

were 
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were of gold, in gold, and of silyer, in silver, tlie cap- 
tain of tfae' guard took away. 

The two pillars, one sea, and the bases, which Solo* 
men had made for the house of the Lobd: the brass' 
of all these vessels was without weight, > 

The height t)f the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and 
the chapiter upoti it wto brass, and the height of the. 
diapiter three cubits; and the wreathen-work, and 
pomegranates iipon the chapiter round about, all of 
brass : and like unto these had the second pillar with 
wreathen-work. 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief 
priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three, 
ke^ers of the door: 

And out of the city he took an officer that was set. 
over the men of war, and five men of them that were 
in the king's presence, which were found in the city, 
and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered 
the people of the land, and threescore men of the peo- 
ple of the land that were found in the city. 

And Nebu2ar-adan captain of the guard took these, 
and brought them to the king of Babylon to Ribiah : 
and the king of Babylon smote them, and slew them at' 
Ribiah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was cai-ried. 
&way out of their land. 

And them that had escaped from the sword carried 
he away to Babylon : where they were servants to htm. 
and his sons- until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: 

To fulfil the word of the Lokd by the mouth of Je*' 
remiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbath, for aa; 
long aa she lay desolate, she kept sabbath, to fcdfil 
threescore and ten years. 



Hi 9 5 ANNOTA. 



' Nebuzar-adan executed- the commaiid of his sove- 
reign with the utmost rigour ; and after robbing the 
Templo of the remainder of its valuable treasures, he 
set fire to that noMe edifice, which Solomoa had b^ili 
wi(§i so much cost and magnificence, whidi, had been 
the glory of the whole eartl^; firequently honoipred by^ 
the visible Psbsenoe of the LORD JEHOyAH, from 
whence he had graciously received the sacrifices and 
prayers of his fiiithful servants, and given theui assur- 
ances of his favour and loving-kindness I 

The following extract from the Lamentations of Je« 
r^Duabi though, written it is- supposed some years beAxre 
Uie event took place, gives a lively description of the 
distresses occasioned by this dreadful calamity, 

SECTION XXXV. 

JUXMIAH^ LAMEKTATIONS VOJL THE MISERIES 07 

JUDAH. 

. , From Chqf^ iu ivj, r* 

: Hp^ hath the Loab. covered the daughter of Zipn. 
with a doud in his anger, and cast down, from heaven 
unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and rememhi^eA 
sot his footstool in the day of his anger 1 

. Tlio Lord hath swallowed up aU the habiUitiDnsof 
Jaceb^ and hath not pitied : he hath thrown dows ^ 
hk wrath the strong holds of the daughter of Judahs 
he liath brought them down to the ground : he h^tb 
polluted the kingdom and the princes theiSeofi . 

t He bath cut oS mhk fierce anger all the horn of b* 

fael : he hath drawn back his right hand from beftse 

the enemy, and he burned against Jacob like a fiamiDg 

fire which devoureth round about. 

J^e, b^^ Jient lus bow lil^ an enemy : he stood with 
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his right band as a* adversary, and tiew allt|iat wer6 
pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter ol^ 
Zion: be poured out his fury like fire. 

The Loap was as an enemy: he hath swallowed up 
Israel, he hath swallowed up all her palaces: he hath, 
destroyed h's strong hold^, and hath increased in the 
daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation. 

And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle^ a^ 
if it were of a garden: he hath destroyed his places of 
the assetmbly : the Lord hath caused the solemn feasts 
and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised 
in the uxdignation of his anger the king and the priest. 
The Loap hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred 
bit sanctuary, he hath given up. into the hand of the 
enemy the walls of her palaces ; they have made a 
Qoise In the house of the Lord as in the day of a so. 
lemn feast. 

The' Lord hath purposed to destroy the wall of the 
daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath 
noj witirdrawn his hand from destroying : therefore he. 
made the rampart and the wall to lament ; they lan- 
guished togethejT- 

Her giUes are sunl^ into the ground ; he hath de* 
^royendi^d broken her bars : her king and her princes 
are among the Gentiles : the law is no more : her pro- 
pheto also fipd no ykidn from the Lord. 

Ajline eye^ do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, 
my liver is po^i^f^d upon the earth, for the destructioa 
of the diiughter of mj people. 

Thy pr6p|i^t9 have seen vain and foolish things for 

th^ ; tnd they have not discovered thine iniquity, to 

turn away thy captivity ; but liave seen for thee false 

Ipi^eo^y and causes of banishment. 

All that pass by clap their haixls at thee : they hiss 

Wl 1^ t]^ ^^^ ^ ^^ daughter of Jerusalem, aay* 
v< » 6 ing, 
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ing. Is this the city that men call the Perfection of 
beauty, the Joy of the whole earth. 

All thine euemies have opened their mouth against 
thee : they hiss and gnash the teeth : they say. We 
have swallowed her up : certainly this is the day that 
we looked for ; we have found, we have seen it. 

The Lord hath done that which he had devised; he 
bath fulfilled his word that he hath commanded in the 
days of old : he hath thrown down, and hath not pi. 
tied : he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, 
he hath set up the bom of thine adversaries. 

Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round- 
about, so that in the day of the Lord's anger none 
escaped nor remained : those that I have swaddled and 
brought up hath mine enemy consumed. 

How is the gold become dim 1 how is the most fine 
gold changed ! the stones of the sanctuary are poured- 
out in the top of every street. 

Tlie precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, 
how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of 
the hands of the potter ! 

For the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter 
of my people is greater than the punishment of the sin 
of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment : and 
no hands stayed on her. 

The Lord hath accomplished his fury; he hath, 
poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in 
i^ioD, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof. 

The kings of the earth; and all the inhabitants of the' 
world, would not have believed tliat the adversary and 
the enemy should have entered into the gates of Jeru- 
salem. ' 

Foi^ the sins of her prophets, and the iniquitiea of her 
priests, that have shed the blood of the just in the midst 
of her, they have wandered aa blind men in the atreeti^ 

they 
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ihej have polluted themseWes with blood, so that men 
cotild not touch their garments. 
' They cried* unto them. Depart ye ; it is unclean ; 
depart, depart, touch not : when they £ed away and 
wandered, they said among the heathen, Thtey ^all no: 
more sojourn there. 

The anger of the Lord hath divided them : he will 
no more regard them : they respected not the personar 
of the priests ; they favoured not the elders. 

As for us, our eyes as yet failed for cnir vain hdp s* 
in our watching we have watched for a nation thab 
tould not save us* 

They hunt ouf steps, that we cannot go in our streets s* 
our end is near, our days are fulfflkd : for our end isi 
come. 

Out persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the: 
heaven s they pursued us upon the mountains, they laidt 
wait for us in the wilderness. 

The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord^ 
was taken in their pits, of whom we said^ Under hi*^ 
shadow we shall live among the heathen. 

Remember, O Loap, what is come upon us : const* 
der, and behold our reproach. r 

' Hiou, O Lord, reroalnest for ever : thy throne from 
generation to generation. 

Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, «sd forsake 
as so longtime f Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and 
we shall be turned : renew oar days* as of old. 

But thou hast utterly rejected us ; thou art y§ir;|^ 
wroth against us. ^ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

It were needless to comment on this affecting elegy: 

Ibr surely it is impostiUe to read it wkhout being aa it ' 

wiire in^ed widi proper xeiediona on the fall of Je« 

rusalem. 
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nmiem, and (he tssei^able &le of Ifaeiitdoii vhidi haA 
long enjoyed such disiinguished ble^aiags end honouri 
as liie people of God. It would h»e equity ^up^Aiooi 
to point out the cause of their ruin* One observattooy 
howeter, it may he priqper to ooakep which is this» tfui% 
it was not the sin of a few individuafa^, but the g^neraJl 
iood of ungodliDesSy which ^ven^pi^eBd the land of Is- 
nel and Judah^ thai pvovoked the Lord to punish bis 
people so' sererely. Let no o^e^ then in4ul§^ a tboMght* 
tiiat the fitthion of the age |hey Uve io^ oj: th^ ci:imei 
of others^ wii)» in the smallest d^^ee, ^^uate his 
faults. The modes, thehabito, the OMj U oni y , and the. 
laws of a eottatry, may oiscwpnaUy VBfij and, change; 
hut the oUigatioQsof rcdigii^i^ so ^r a^ they, relate to 
obedience to the commands of God, remain invariably 
Ae same, throughout ail i^s ; and whoever, faija to ob- 
atrve and practice them> becomes highJy oulpa^^e; 'a^ the 
sight of God, and exposes himself to that punishmeot 
iriiich every transgressor ia assui;ed will one ^e or other 
be his portion. Let not any one, t^en, go Vfit/^ He nrnl' 
iitude to do ml; but let each iodividua) watd^ his own 
heart, and endeavour, by hourly, care and circum^ecUen, 
to bring himself to as great a state of pen^tipn as^ possi- 
Ue; not omitting most eaiuestly to. beseech the Sy?J( eme 
Being to grant the assistance of his Uo](.t Spiiut ; and 
let every one testify hia love to his country, by dowg 
his own part towuds inviting tho Ufssing of heaven^ 
and averting die just judgments of an o&iyl^ Qs(p1 

SECTION XXXVL 

THE HISTORY OF JEREMIAH, AKD OF THS JEWS WHO 

WERE LEFT IV JUDEA. 

Froiin Jer* Chap* sxam* t\* 
Kow Nebuchadneazar king of Babylon gave charge 
conceriung Jeramiali to Nebnui ^an th» a^f«lia>9( 

the 
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do him no harm: but do uhto bing, ev^a. %b lu^.sb&U^ 

Aj9d Aie c^9im ifS ib^ gv^A took J^^vmih ap4 

this evil upon this place. 

Now the Loan hath brought it, and done according 
as he hatl^^ivu]^: because ye h^vje. nixa^&i 9^pp»t the 
Loud, and have not obeyed his yoice> therefore thia 
tking ia come upon you. 

AndnonTy behold^ I h>oie diee ihkt dajr. ftom that 
cIkuds wbich asece upon thine h^nd. H it aeem. gocA 
uQto Aee to coma wijth me inta Babylon, coafie) and Ir 
w31 look weU unto thee ^ but l£ it seem iH laal^o thaA 
to come with me into Babylon, forbear : behold aU th^ 
laad 18 b^bre«thee£ whith^ it seemeth good and oon«^ 
veaieDtfortheeto go> thither go. 

Now while he was not yet gone hack, he said^ 6a» 
back ako to Qedaliah the son of Ahiki^my the son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylcua hath aoade go«. 
veraor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with^ hiok 
among the people: or go wheresoever it seemeth con- 
tdiiieat unio thee to go. So the captain of the gpacd 
gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go. 

Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahi« 
kam to Mizpahj and dwelt witii him amcmg the people 
tiiat were lefl in the huid. 

' Now the. word of the LoaB came unto Jeremiah/ 
whye he was shut; up in the court of the prison, say- 
ing, Go, and apeak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
*^yii^g> Thus saiththeLoBD of hosts^ the Gop q{\b* 
rael, Behold, I will bring my words upon this city fojr 
evil, aqA aQ( for- good : and they s^iaU, be. 9^C0Kppfished 
in that day before thee. 

But I wfll deliver thee in that day, saith the Loan : 
^ ' and 
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and thou shalt not be giTen into the hand of the mea 
of whom thou art afraid. 

For I will surely deliver thee ; and thou shalt not' 
fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto 
thee : because thou hast put thy trust in me, saith the 

LoRJ}« 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the preservation of Jeremiah we have a remark-, 
able instance *f that the wrath of man is often made to 
advance the temporal prosperity of the righteous. The 
violence with which wicked men pursued their resent- 
nwDt against this good prophet, might make his pre- 
dictions known to Nebuchadnezzar, and so engage him 
in his favour. The attempts of malice to blacken and 
defame him, brought forth his character with more 
advantage to the view of impartial beholders ; and his 
imprisonment proved the means of saving him from the 
more dreadful calamities which had^ befallen the other 
inhabitants of Judea* 

Though Baruch is not mentioned here, his life was 
also preserved, according to the divine promise, that it 
ahould be given him as a prey f . 

Gedaliah, who was made governor over the wretched 
n^mainder of the Jews, was the son of that Ahikam I, 
who had on a former occasion shewn such kindness to 
Jeremiah : and it is probable that he was appointed to 
Ihis trust in consequence of the prophet's vecommeA* 
dation. 

* Dr. Blwr*! Sermon on the Pivine gevemnent of die pMHOiu 
of mcB. 

t See Section ^o. ;( Jer, xxvi. 24 

. , SECTION 
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SECTION xxxvir. 

THE HiaTORT OF GEDALIAIf. 

From Jer. Chap, xl. xli. 

Now when all the cajptains of the forces which wefe 
in the fields, even they and thetr men, heard that the 
king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
governor in the land, and had committed unto him men 
and women and children, and of the poor of the land, 
of them that were not carried away captive to Babylon; 

Then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ish. 
mael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan 
the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth,.' 
and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah 
the son of a M aachathite, they and their men. 

And Gedaliah the «on of Ahikam the son of Shaphan 
iware unto them and to their men, saying. Fear not to. 
serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the 
king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.. 

As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah, to serve 
the Chaldeans, which will come unto us : but ye, ga^ 
ther ye wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put thena. 
in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that ye have 
taken. i 

Likewise when all the Jews that were in Moab, and. 



among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that were in 
all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had 
left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan ; 

Even all the Jews returned out of all places whither 
they were driven^ and came to the land of Judah, to 
Gedaliah unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and sum« 
ner fruits very much. 

Moreover 
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Moreover Johanan the son of Eareah) and all the 
captains of the forces that were in the fields, came to 
Gedaliah to Mizpah, and said unto him. Dost tbou 
certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites 
hath sent Isbmael the son of Nethaniah to slay thee i 
but Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not. 

Theti Johanan the son of Kareah spake, to Gedaliah 
in Mispah secretly* saying. Let me go, I pray thee, and 
I will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no man 
aball know it: wherefore should he slay thee, that ail 
t}ie Jews which are gathered unto thee should be scat- 
tered, and the remnant of Judah perish ? 

But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto Johanan 
the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not do this thing: for 
tjiou apeakest falsely of IshmaeL 

Now it came to pass in. the seventh month, that 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Etishama of 
the seed royal, and the princes q£ the king, even ten 
men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
toMizpah: and there they did eat bread together in 
Mizpah. 

Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and tbe 
ten men that were with him, and smote Gedali^ tbe 
son of Ahikam the son of Shaplian with the sword^ and 
slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made gover* 
nor oyer the land. 

. Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with hioO) 
even with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldesos 
that were found there, and the men of war. 

Anid it came to pass the second day after he had slain 
Gedaliahi and no man knew it, that there came certaia 
fiN>m Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, eren 
fourscore men, having their beards shaven, and their 
clothes rent, and having cut themselves, witho&riogs 

and 



and m^nse in tlieir handd, to bring them to the hou^ 
of the Lord. 

And Ishmaei the son of Nethaniah went forth from 
Mizpah to meet them, wee(>ing all along as be went: 
and it came to pass as he met them, he said unto thero^ 
Come to Gedaliah the son of Aliikam. 

And it was so when they came into the midst of the 
city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, and 
cast them into the midst of the pit, he, and the men 
that were with him. 

But ten men were found among them that said unto 
Ishmael, Slay us not : for we have treasures in the field, ' 
of wheat and. of barley; and of oil, and of honey. So 
he forbare, and slew them not. among their brethren. 

Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead 
bodies of the men whosu he had slain because of Geda- 
liah, waathat whioli Asa the king had made for fear of 
fiaasfaa king of Israek and Ishmael the son of Netha* 
xnah fiUed.it with. them that were slain. 

Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of* 
the people that were in Mizpah, even the king's daugh- 
ters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had committed 
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam : and Ishmael the apn 
of Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed 
to go over to the Ammonites. 

But Tfhen Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the^ 
captains of the forces that were with him, heard 'ef all 
the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 
then they toolf all the men, and went to fight with Ish- 
mael the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the great- 
waters that are in. Gibeon. 

Now it came to pass, that when all the people which 
were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kajreah, and 

^ aU 



M the captains of the forces that were with hiio, then^ 
they were glad. 

So all the people that Ishmael had carried away cap- 
tive from Mizpah cast about and returned, and went 
qnto Johanan the son of Kareah. 

But Ishmael the son of Nethantah escaped from Jo- 
banan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites. 

Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were with him, all the rem- 
nant of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he had 
slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of 
war, and the women, and the children, and the eu- 
nuchs whom he had brought again from Gibeon: 

And they departed, and dwelt in the habitation of 
Chimham, which is by Bethlehen, to go to enter into 
Egypt, because of the ChaldeaM : for they were aftud 
of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah hadriain 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babykn 
made governor in the lan<l« 



ANNOTATIONS ako REFLECTIONS. 

Ishmael being related to the royal family, had formed 
a design to make himself king of the land. This is a 
certain proof, that he was an impious man; for had be 
feared the Loan, he would not have taken such a step 
immediately after the dreadful visitation which had 
fallen on the country ; much less would he have en- 
tertained a thought of putting to death a worthy friend, 
who, conscious of his own integrity, and naturally of a 
benign and generous disposition, could not believe that 
one whom he had never injured could harbour such 

treacherous intentions. 

What 
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What ccmldi>e Bu>re base^ than to go with a t>aad of 
assasgins to the festive entertainment prepared for th^ 
refreshment by hospitality and ftiendship, and murder 
the kind provider of the liberal repast^ Suchr are the 
direful effects of ambition! 

Ishmael was going to seek for reinforcement in the 
land of Ammon, when it pleased God to deliver him up 
to the punishment due to his atrocious wickedness. 

Gedaliah's fate appears to have been very hard : but 
we must remember^ that there will be a state of fu- 
ture retribution. 



SECTION XXXVIII. 

JEREMIAR'8 PROPHISCY WHICH HE SPAKE TO THE 
MEN OF JUDAH THAT WERE LEf T IN THE LAND. 

Trom Jeremiah^ Chap, xliii. 

Then all the captains of the forces^ and Johanan the 
son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and 
all the peopie, from the least even unto the greatest^ 
came near, and said unto Jeremiah the prophet. Let, 
we beseech thee, our supplications be accepted before 
thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, even 
for all this remnant : for we are left but a few of many 
as thine eyes do behold us. 

That the Lord thy God may shew us the way where- 
in we may walk, and the thing that we may do. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have 
heard you : Behold, I will pray unto the Loud your 
God, according to your words : and it shall come to 
pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer you^ 
I will declare it unto you : I will keep nothing back 
from you. 

Iben they said to Jeremiab^ The Lord be a true 

and 
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and &ilhftd witnesB . between us, if ire do xtot even 
according to all things fov the which ^e Loan thy 
God shall sood thee to us. 

Whether it be good, or whetl^r it be evil, we will 
obey the voice of the Lord our God^ to whom We send 
thee ; that it may be well with us, when we obey the 
voice of the Lord our God.^ 

And it came to pass afler ten days, that the word of 
the Lord came unto Jei^emiah. 

Then he called Johanan the son of Kareah, and sD 
the captains of the forces which were with him, and all 
the people from the least even to the greatest. 

And said unto them, Thus saith the Lor d the God 
of Israel unto whom ye sent me to present your spppli- 
cation before him ; If ye will still abide in this land 
then will I build you and not pull you down ; and I 
will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I delight 
not in bringing evil upon you. 

Be not afraid of tlie king of Babylon, of whom ye 
are afraid ; be not afraid of him, saith the Lori^ : for 
I aiii with you to save yojo^ and to deliver you from his 
hand. 

And I will shew mercies unto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own 
land. 

But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither 
obey the voice of the Lord your God, saying, No: 
but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall 
see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor 
have hunger of bread ; and there will we dwell : And 
now therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant 
o( Judah ; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the Gon of 
Israel ; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt} 
and go to sojourn there ; 

Then it shall cc^me to pass. That the* sword which, ys 
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feared Bhall orerUke you tb'6M in Ae land df figypt^ 
and the famine irhereof ye were aftaid ifhall follow dose 
after you there in Egypt; and there ye ahall die. 

So shall it be with all the men that set their faces to 
go into £g3rpt to sojourn there : they shall die by the 
iwordy by the famine, and by the pestilence : and none 
of them shall remain or escape from the evil that I will 
bring upon them. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel^ 
As mine anger and ray fury hath been poured forth 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem : so shall my fury be 
poured forth upt)n you, when ye shall enter into Egypt: 
and ye shall be an execration, and an astonishment, 
and a curse, and a reproach : and ye sball see this place 
no more* 

The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant 
of Judali, Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that 
I ha?e admonished you this day. 

For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me 
unto the Lord your God, saying. Pray for us unto the 
Lord our God : and according unto all that the Lord 
our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we. will do it. 

And now I have this day declared it to y^u, bat ye 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor 
any thing for the which be hath sent me unto you. 

Now therefore know certainly, that ye shall die by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in Hm 
place whither ye desire to go, uad to sojourn. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
We find that the infinite mercy of God would havw 
been extended to the Jews who reraaiDed in the lari4| 
if they would have reformed their lives, and submitted 
to the Divine commands; but notwithstanding tb#f 
had seen desolation spread ftr and ae&r, bf &mm^ 
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twmrdy and fire ; and had greatly fdi Ae effects of 
tbese calamities, which had been long threatened, for 
the impiety and disobedience of the nation, they re- 
gained inredcuraaible. 

They pretended indeed to be desirous of conducting 
themselves in conformity to the Divine will, btit the 
generality of them were insincere^ whi^h occasioned the 
prophet to reprove them in the name of Goo, who 
knoiveth what passes in the secret recesses of the mind 
for their abominable hypocrisy* 

SECTION XXXIX. 

J»HAVAKy &C. DISGREBIT THE FROFHECY, AND RE- 
SOLVE TO GO INTO EGYPT. 

From Jeremiah, Chap, xliii. 

And it came to pass that when Jeremiah had made 
tn end of speaking unto all the people, all the words of 
the Lord their God, for which the Lord their God 
liad sent him to them, even all these words, then spake 
•Azariahtfae son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the eon of 
Kareali, ai^d all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, 
-Thou speakest falsely : the Lord our God hath not 
sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there. 
" . But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against 
us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, 
that they might put us to death, and carry us away 
captives into Babylon. 

So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains 
«f the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice 
4>f the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah. 
< But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all thecaptains of 
the forces, took aR the remnant of Judah, that were rc« 
ittiniedir<Nb all natioBs wUttor they had been (biven« to 
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to dfrell in the land of Judah ; even men and womeiip 
and children, and the king's daughters, and every per- 
son that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had 
lefl with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Sha* 
phan ; and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son 
ofNeriah. 

So they came into the land of Egypt: for they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord ; thus came they, 
CTcn lo Tahpanh€8. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah in 
Tahpanhes, sayings Take great stones in thine hand, 
and hide them in the clay in the brick-kiln, which is 
at the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, in the 
light of the men of Judah : and say unto them. Thus 
laith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I 
will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby* 
Ion my servant, and wiH set his throne upon these 
itones that I have hid, and he shall spread his royal 
pavilion over them. 

And when he cometh, he shall smite the land, of 
Egypt and deliver such as are for death, to death ; 
and such as are for captivity, to captivity ; and such as 
are for the sword, to the sword.- 

And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of 
Egypt, and he shall burn them, and carry them away 
captives, and he shall array himself wilh the land of 
Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment, and he 
ihall go forth from hence in peace. 

He shall break also the ims^a of Bethshemesh, that 
is in the land pf Egypt ; and the houses of the gods of 
the Egyptians shall he burn with fire. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is astonishing to read of the invinctble obstinacy 

♦f the impious Jews ; but what can reclaim those wha 
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sehher lore nor fear God tufficieiitlj to incline tbem 
to do their duty, which was the case with this aban- 
'doned people ? 

This section contains a remarkable prophecy, ^ fore- 
telling by a type the fbtore oonqaest ai Egypt by Ne- 
bachadnezzar." ** The image of Nebuchadnezzar ar- 
raying himself with Egypt as a shepherd puts on a gar- 
ment is very noble. Egypt at this time contended 
with Babylon for the empire ci the East; yet this 
mighty kingdom, when God appointed the revolutioD, 
was to shift its owner with as much eaue as a shepherd's 
tent or garment is changed, ^hich the new proprietor 
has only to qpread over him *." 

SECTION XL. 

TBS PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH. 

From Jer. Chap, xliv. 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning aU tlie 
Jews which dwelt in the land of Egypt, which dwell 
at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the 
country of Patliros, saying. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Ye 
have seen all the ev;l that I have brought upon Jerusa- 
lem, and upon all the cities of Judah, and, behold, this 
day they are a desolation; and no man dwelleth therein. 

Because of their wickedness which they have com- 
mitted to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
bum incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew 
net, neither they, you, nor your fathers. 

Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the pro- 
phets, rising early and sending them, saying, O do not 
diis abominable Uiing that I hate. 

• Dr. Smitl^s Ssmmarv View> &c. 
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But thcj hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to 
turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto 
other godi. 

Wherefore my fury» and mine anger was poured 
forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah, and in 
the streets of Jerusalem ; and they are. wasted and de- 
folate as at this day. 

Therefore now thus saith the Lorp, the God of 
hosts, the God of Israel : Wherefore commit ye thig 
great evil against your souls, to cut o£f from you man 
and woman, child, and suckling, out of Judah, to leave 
you none to remain ; 

In that ye pf ovoke me unto wrath with the works of 
your hands, burning incense unto other gods in the laxid 
of £gypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might 
Cat yourselves o% and that ye might be a curse and 
& reproach among all the nations of the earth ? 

Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and 
the wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the wicked- 
ness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the 
wickedness of your wives, which they have committed 
in the land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem ? 

They are not humbled even unto this day, neither 
ha?e they feared, nor walked in ray law, nor in ray sta^ 
tutes, that I set before you, and before your fathers. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel ; Behold, I will set my face against you for evil^ 
and to cut off all Judah. 

And I will take the remnant of Judah that have set 
their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn 
there^ and they all shaU be consupaed, and fall in the 
land of £g3rpt ; they shall even be consumed by the 
•sword and by the famine ;_ they shall die, froni the 
least even unto the greatest, by the sword and by the 
famine : and they shall be an execration, and an as. 
teniduQCDt, and a curse, and a reproach. 

o 2 For 
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For I will punish them that dwell In the land of 
Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem^ by the sword, by 
the faipine, and by the pestilence i 

So that none of the remnant of Judah which are eone 
into the land of Egypt, to sojourn there, shall escape or 
remain, that they should return into the land of Judah, 
to the which they have a desire to return to dwell there: 
for none shall return but such as shall escape. 

Then all the men, which knew that their wives had 
burnt incense unto other gods, and all the women that 
stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that 
dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jere- 
miah saying. As for the word that thou hast spoken 
unto JIB in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken 
unto thee. 

But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth 
forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-ofierings unto 
her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kingi 
and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem : for then had we plenty* of vic- 
tuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 

But since we left o£P to burn incense to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, we 
have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the 
sword, and by the famine. 

And when we burnt incense to the queen of heaven, 
and poured out di ink-offerings unto her, did we make 
her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink-offeriDgi 
unto her without our men ? 

Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men 
and to the women, and to all the people which had 
given him that answer, saying, The incense that ye 
burnt in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Je- 
rusalem, ye and your fathers, your kings and your 
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princes^ and the people of the land, did not the Lord 
remember them, and came it not into his mind ? 

So that the Lord could no longer bear, because of 
the evils of your doings, and because of the abomina- 
tions which ye have committed : therefore is your land 
a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without 
an inhabitant, as at this day. 

Because ye have burnt incense, and because ye hav« 
sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, nor walked in his law, nor in his 
statutes, nor in his testimonies : therefore this evil i« 
happened unto you, as at this day. 

Moreover, Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to 
all the women, tiear the word of the Lord, all Judah 
that are in the land of Egypt. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel 
saying. Ye and your wives have both spoken with your 
mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, saying. We will 
surely perform our vows that we have vowed, to burn 
incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink- 
offerings unto her: ye will surely accomplish your 
vows, and surely perform your .vows. 

Therefore hear ye the word of the Lord, all Judah 
that dwell in the land of Egypt, Behold, I have sworn 
by my great name, saith the Lord, that my name shall 
no morel)e named in the mouth of any man of Judah, 
in all the land of Egypt, saying. The Lord God liveth. 

Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for 
good, and all the men of Judah that are in the land of 
Egypt shall be consumed by the sword, and by the fa- 
mine, until there be an end of them. 

Yet a small number that escape the sword shall rer 
turn out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, 
and all the remnant of Judali that are gone into the 
land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know whose word 
shall stand, mine or theirs. 
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And this shall be a sign unto you, saith the Lord, 
that I will punish you in this place, that ye may know 
that my word shall surely stand against you for evil. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will give Pharaoh* 
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, 
and into the hand of them that seek his life, as I gave 
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that sought 
his life« 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

One could scarcely have supposed that any people 
would have acted in a manner so inconsistent with the 
light of reason, as to pay adoration to inanimate things i 
but for the Jews to do so, who had been so oflen fa- 
voured with Divine revelations, is quite astonishing, 
especially after they had beheld such signal judgments 
inflected on their country, and were so kindly invited to 
become objects of mercy by repentance and obedience. 

The queen of heaven, to whom the Israelites paid 
adoration is supposed to have been the moon. It is 
needless to enlarge on the folly of idolizing this planet, 
as the absurdity of it is evident : every one must think 
those Jews who did so were deserving of the punnh- 
ments denounced against them. 

Sacred history makes no mention of Jeremiah after 
this period ; but it is most likely that he died in Egj'pt 
soon after. We find, in the collection of his prophe- 
cies, a number of predictions respecting other nations, 
against whom he was commanded to denounce the 
judgments of God for their wickedness; particularly 
the Philistines Moabites, Ammonites, and Edoraites; 
lie likewise foretold the r€dcmj)tiQn of Israel^ of all 

which 
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which we shall take notice in a subsequent part of this 
history. " < 

Naw we have read of the destruction of Jerusalem^ 
and the punishments inflicted on the remaining inhabi- 
tants of Judea, we must next look back to those who 
were carried captive into Babylon. 

SECTION XLL 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS THAT WERE CARR1E0 
CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON ; PARTICULARLY OF THE 
PROPHET DANIEL, AND HIS FRIENDS, SHADRACH,. 
MBSHACHy AND ABED-NEGO. 

From Daniel, Chap* u 

Whbit Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon first be* 
fieged Jerusalem, the Loud gave Jehoiacbim king of 
Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the 
bouse of God, which he carried into the land of Shi- 
B&r, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels 
into the treasure-house of his god. 

And the king spake unto Ashpenaz, the master of his « 
eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of 
Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes ; chil- 
dren in whom was no blemish, but well-favoured, and 
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and 
understaliding science, and such as had ability in them 
to stand in the king s palace, and whom they*might 
teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

And the king appointed them a daily provision, of 
the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank : so 
nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof 
tEey might stand before the king. 

Now among these were of the children of Judah, Da- 
niel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah : unto whom the 
prince of the eunuchs gave names : for he gave unto 
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J)aniel the name of Belteshazzar ; and to Hananiah, of 
Shadrach ; and to Mishael, of Meshach ; and to Aza* 
riab, of Abed-nego. 

But Daniel purposed in his heart» that he would 
not defile himself with the portion of the king^s meat, 
nor with the wine which he drank : therefore he re- 
quested of the prince of the eunuchs, that he might not 
defile himself 

Now God had brought Daniel into favour and ten. 
der love with the prince of the eunuchs. 

And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I 
fear my lord the king who hath appointed your meat 
and your drink; for why should he see your faces 
worse liking than the children which are of your sort? 
then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. 

Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of 
the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishaei, 
and Azariah^ Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten 
days, and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to 
4rink, 

Then ]et our countenances be looked upon before 
thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of 
the poption of the king's meat : and as thou seest, deal 
vrith thy servants. 

So he consented to them in tliis matter, and proved 
them ten days. 

And at the end of ten days, tihetr countenances ap* 
peared fairer, and fatter in flesh than all the children 
which did eat the portion of the king's-meat. 

Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, 
and the wine that they should drink, and gave them 
pulse. 

As for these four children, God gave^ them knov« 
ledge and skill in all learning and wisdom : and Daniel 
had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

Now 
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Now at the end of the days that the king had said 
he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuqhs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

And the king communed with them, and among 
them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mi' 
shaely and Azariah : therefore stood they before the 
king. 

And in all matters of wisdom and understanding that 
the king enquired of them, he found them ten timet 
better than all the magicians and astrologers that were 
in all his reahn. 

And Daniel continued even unto the first year of 
i^ng Cyrus. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The prophet * Daniel, who was descended from the 
royal family of David, was carried away in the first cap- 
tivity (which happened in the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah), together with his friends Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah. It f was at that time the custom among 
conquerors to change the names of their captives. Those 
which were given to these four youths had a relation to 
the idols of the Babylonians, as their former ones had 
to the true God. Daniel, in the Hebrew tongue, 
signifies God is my judge; Beltesh azzar, in the ChaP- 
dee, is the treasure of Baal: Hananiah in Hebrew^ 
^ll^kasing to God ; Shad n ach, in Chaldeo, the inspi" 
ratitm of the sun : Misha el, in HehreWy proceedingjpom 
God ; Mbshach, in Chaldee, belonging to the goddeu 
Shishacs Azariah, in Hebrew, God ismy help; Ab^d- 
)^6o» in Chaldee, the servant of Nego^ that is, the 
^71, or the morning star^ both deities among the Baby- 
lonians, and so called because of their brightness. 

* StiKkhoase on the Bible. t Calmet's Dictionary, 
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The master of the eunuchs signifies the person wbo 
had the controul of the king'ti household. 

Daniel and his friends, though very young mei^, re- 
solved stedfastly to adhere to the Divike hAW, and on 
no account to eat what that law prohibited to the Jewg. 
They had also, it is likely, another motive for refusingy 
which was the custom in most heathen nations, of mak- 
ing an oblation to their gods, by pouring the liquor on 
the ground, and burning, part of the meat, before they 
ate or drank, as an acknowledgment that all they had 
came from their bounty : so that every entertainment 
was a kind of sacrifice to idols ; therefore these pious 
youths looked upon what came from the king's .table 
as unclean. 

The learning of the Chaldeans chiefly consisted in 
what they called astrology (or a knowledge of the mo- 
tions of the sun, moon and stars), the art of building, 
and the art ^of war. These branches of knowledge the 
Jews might lawfully learn, and we find the young 'cap« 
tives made great proficiency in them; and God or- 
dained that their knowledge, which he enabled them 
to acquire to sucli a degree, should become a mean of 
procuring them that prosperity which he had promised 
to those who should patiently endure their captivity, 
and preserve their principles from corruption in an ido- 
latrous country. Some of the Chaldeans professed to 
liave skill in magical arts ; but this was all deception : 
had it been real, it is very unlikely they would be 
willing to communicate to the worshippers of the Lord 
jEHoViiH that knowledge which they pretended to de- 
rive from idoh ; for they made a mystery of it ; even to 
the generality of their own countrymen. So that we 
may be certain magic was not among the sciences which 
Daniel and his companions were taught ; neither would 
.those who refused the meat from the king's tat^e have 
submitted to be instructed by what means they might 
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obtain inspiration from false deities, if it could hare 
been obtained. 

This Section afibrds an excellent lesson to young per- 
sons, admonishing them to strive against all tempta- 
tions, which are calculated to draw them from their 
duty to God. 

SECTION XLII. 
Nebuchadnezzar's prophetic dream. 
From Daniely Chap, ii. 
And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith 
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him* 

Then the king commanded to call the magicians, 
and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Glial, 
deans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they damo 
and stood before the king. 

And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a^ 
dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. 
Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O • 
king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and 
we will shew the interpretation. 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The 
thing is gone from me : if ye will not make known unto 
me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be 
cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill* 
But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, ye shall receivie of me gifts and rewards, and 
great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the - 
interpretation thereof. 

They answered again and said, Let the king tell his 
servants the dream, and we will shew the interpreta- 
tion of it. 

And the king answered ^ and said, I know of cer* 
tainty that ye would gain the time^ because y« see tbt. 

ibing is gone from me. 
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But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, 
there is but one decree for you : for ye have prepared 
lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the 
time be changed : therefore tell me the dream, and I 
fhall know that ye can shew me the interpretation 
^hereof. 

The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said. 
There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the 
king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor 
ruler, that asketh such things at any magician, or astro- 
loger, or Chaldean. 

And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and 
there is none other that can shew it, before the king, 
except the gods whose dwelling is not with flesh. 

For this cause the king was angry and veiy furious, 

and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. 

And the decree went forth that the wise men should 

be slain : and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be 

slain. 

Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdon) to 
Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone 
forth ta slay the wise men of Babylon. 

He answered and said to Arioch the king's captaioi 
Why is the decree so hasty from the king ? then Arioch 
made the thing known to Daniel. 

Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that 
he would give him time,, and that he would shew the 
king the interpretation. 

Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing 
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariali, his compa- 
nions: That they would desire mercies of the God of 
heaven concerning this secret, that Daniel and his fel- 
lows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of 
Babylon. 

Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night 

, T^iost Then Daniel blessed the Gop of heaven. 

Daniel 



Daniel anisvered and said. Blessed be tlie name of 
Cod for ever and ever, for wisdom and might are his : 

And he changeth the times and the seasons: he re- 
inoreth kings, and setteth up kings : he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know un« 
derstanding* 

He revealeth the deep and secret things : he kndweth 
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. 

I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fa« 
thers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast 
made known unto me now what was desired of thee: for 
thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter. 

Then Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king 
had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he 
went and said thus unto him. Destroy not the wise men 
of Babylon : bring me in before the king, and I will 
shew unto the king the interpretation. 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in 
haste, and said thus unto him, I have found a man of 
the captives of Judah that will make known unto 
the king the interpretation. 

The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name 
was Belteshazzar, Art thou al^le to make known unto 
me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation 
thereof? 

Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and 
said. The secret which the king hath demanded cannot 
the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the sooth- 
sayers shew unto the king : 

But there is a Gon in heaven that revealeth secrets 
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
shall be in the latter da^s. Thy dream and the visions 
of thy head upon thy bed are these ; 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came lioto thy 
mind upon thy bed wb^t »hould eome tf pas$ hereafter: 

aud 
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and'he ^t revealeth secrets roaketh* known unto thee 
what shall come to pass» 

But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for 
any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for 
their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to 
the king,, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of 
thy heart*. «. 

Thou O king, sawest, and behold a great imago. 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood 
before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 

This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his 
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass^ his legs 
of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were 
of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors : and the wind 
earried them away, that no place was found for them 
and the, stone that smote the image became a great. 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

This is the dream : and we will tell the interpreta* 
tion thereof before the king. 

Thoui O king, art a king of kings : for the Gon of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, pow^rand strength, 
and glory. 

And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the 
beast of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he 
given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all* Thou art this head of gold. 

And after thee shall arise! another kingdom inferior 
to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth. 

And the fourth kingdom shuU be strong as iron rfiffx 

asmucb 
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asmach as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth aB 
things: and as iron that breaketh all these^ shall k 
break in pieces^ and bruise. 

And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of 
potter's clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided: but there shaQ be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry clay. 

And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and 
parf of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and 
partly broken. 

And whereas thou sawest ir(m mixed with miry clay^ 
they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men : 
but they shall not cleave one to another,, even as irom 
is not mixed with clay. 

And in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de« 
stroyed : {ind the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces, and consumed al] 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for even 

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out 
of the mountain without hands, and that it break in 
pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold : the great Goo hath made known to the king 
what shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream i% 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure* 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fel| upon his face, 
and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
would offer an oblation and sweet odours tinto him* 

The king answered unto Daniel, and said. Of a truth 
it is that your God is a Goo of gods, and a Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou cpuldst 
reveal this secret. 

• Then the king made Daniel a great n^an, and gavef 
kim many great giftsi and made him ruler over th^ 

whole 
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whole province of BabyloD^ and chief of the gO¥mu>rf 
over all the wise men of Babylon. 

Then Daniel requested the king, and he set Sba- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the afiairs of the 
province of Babylon : but Daniel sat in the gate of the 
king. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Tlie Supreme Being, who had appointed Nebu- 
chadnezzar to be his servant^ in respect to the judg- 
ments which His infinite wisdom saw fit to bring on 
different nations for their crimes, revealed unto him (in 
the visions of the night) what should happen after- 
wards ; and that he might not suppose it to be a com- 
mon dreum, and disregard it, God obliterated from his 
memory the particular circumstances of the dream, but 
impressed his mind with an earnest desire to recollect 
them, and to obtain if possible an interpretation. 

Those who were distinguished by the denomination 
of mse men had no knowledge beyond what may be 
acquired by human means, therefore it was utterly im- 
possible for them to give the king any satisfaction. Ne« 
buchadnezzar had not been accustomed to disappoint- 
ment in his demands ; and, as some of the magicians 
had, on other occasions, pretended to supernatural ' 
skill, he condemned the whole body of them to instant 
death, as a set of impostors. 

Whether Daniel was waking or asleep, when the vi- 
sion was revealed to him, is a point of no importance 
to discuss. 

' His thanksgiving is deserving of particular attention ; 
for it contains a lesson which all who are endued with 
superior wisdom should engrave on their hearts, as it 
would effectually subdue that pride andarrogance which 
too often accompany extraordinary knowledge. The 
wisdom which Daoiel at that time obtained was evi- 
dently 
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Aeti^y from above^ and came dtrnnfrom ike Father ^ 
lights *• And what has the wisest of mankind, that is 
not originally derived from the same divine source ? A 
man has, perhaps^ spent a large portion of his time in 
the study of various sciences, and obtained such a share 
of knowledge as lifts him far above the generality of 
his species : but the ability to pursue these researches 
was the gift of God ; nay, the very sciences themselves 
relate to the works of the Creator, and consequently 
the knowledge of their various properties, which is the 
foundation of science, must^ in the first instance, have 
proceeded from the Deity himself, who, by means of a 
secret instinct^ unperceived by the mind, points out 
the 'path which reason then is able to pursue. I speak 
of what is termed ih^Jirst in/vention of useful arts and 
sciences. 

As it is really true, that God alone giveth wisdom 
to the wise, and knowledge to those who have under- 
standing, and that light dwelleth in Him alone, surely 
it is the indispensable duty of every one, who possesses 
any degree of wisdom, to thank and praise God asD^- 
Biel did. 

The prophecies of Daniel are astonishingly clear, and 
their dates very precisely marked. 

The same observations may be applied to Nebuchad* 
nezzar*s dream, and the interpretation of it, as were 
made on that of Pharaoh, which Joseph explained. 
One circumstance indeed renders this at first sight more 
wonderful than that of the Egyptian king, which is^ 
that Pharaoh was able to relate the particulars of his 
dream; but Nebuchadnezzar could recollect no more 
than that he had had a very significant dream, which 
lefl no farther impression- on his mind than an earnest 
desire to know its import. 

* JameA i. 17. 

Fur 
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Far from arrogating to himself the knowledge wbicb 
had beeB so graciously and so wonderfully revealed, 
Daniel began with ascribing glory to the Suprehi 
Being, and called upon the king of Babylon to regard 
the answer he was going to receive to his anxious en* 
quiriesy as coming from heaven^ and not as the result 
of human researches. . 

By the different emblems of metals and stones ^ God in* 
tended to signify to Nebuchadnezzar the great empires 
that were to be in the world. The Assyrian or Chal* 
dean is represented by gold, because it is the first, and 
the most magnificent, if not the roost extensive ; and 
Nebuchadnezzar, > being then on the throne, is 8ai4 to 
be the head of it. That ofsilver is the Persian; that of 
brass, the Grecian; that of iron, the Roman.. Thi 
histories of these successive empires shew the wonderful 
completion of these prophecies. By the kingdom 
which was never to be destroj/edf was meant the king* 
dom of Messiah. 

Nebuchadnezzar was inexcusable for continuing in 
idolatry, when the Lord had rrpealed Himself to hintf 
and Jurnisked kirn with the means q/ information in rfr 
sped to his duty; for Daniel, without doubt, would 
have gladly instructed him: nothing therefore was 
wanting to complete the conversion of Nebuchadnei* 
zar but a xmlling mind* 

SECTION XLIII. 

ailADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABED-NEGO, VtrONDSR* 

FULLY DELIVERED. 

From Daniely Chap* iii. 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, 

whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth 

thereof si V cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura jo 

the proriRce uf Babylon^. 

Then 
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Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather toge- 
ther tiie princes, the governors, and the captains, the 
judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the proTinces, to come to the dedication 
of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up* 

Tlien the princes, the governors, and captains, the 
judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzat 
the king had set up, and they stood before the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, 
O people, nations, and languages. That at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, mackbut, psal* 
tery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king hath set up ; and whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth, shall the same hour be cast into the midst 
of a burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore at that time, when all the people heard 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackb'ut, psaltery, 
and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and 
the languages, fell down, aiid worshipped the golden 
linage that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near^ 
and accused the Jews. 

They spake, and said to the king, Nebuchadnezzar, 
king, live for ever. 

Thou, O king, hast made a decree that every man 
that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, 
shall fall down and worship the golden image ; and who- 
80 falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over tb^ 

affairs- 



( 140 ) 

affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadracb, Meshachi 
and Abed-nego ; these men, O kuig, have not regard* 
ed thee ; they serve not thy gods, nor worship tb« 
golden image which thou hast set up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar In his rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
Then they brought these men before the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them. Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do ffot 
ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which 
I have set up ? 

. Now if ye be ready at what time when ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and 
worship the image which I have made, well ; but if ye 
worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace : and who is that god 
that shall deliver you out of my hands ? 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and 
Bald to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not care* 
ful to answer thee in this matter. 

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
from the burning fiery furnace : and he will deliver ui 
out of thine hand, O king. 

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form 
of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Mesbacbi 
imd Abed-nego : therefore he spake and commanded 
that they should heat the furnace one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated. 

And he commanded the most mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
Md to cast them into the burning fiery^ furnace. 

Tbei 
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Then these men were bound in their coats^ their 
hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and 
were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace: 

Therefore, because the king's commandment was 
urgent^ and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of 
the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach^ Mesh- 
ach, and Abed-nego. 

And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the bum* 
ing fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and 

rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his coun«^ 

selloriB, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst 

of the fire ? They answered and said unto the kingf 

'True, O king. 

He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walk* 
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; 
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the moiith of the 
burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high 
God come forth, and come hither. 'Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of 
the fire. 

And the princes, governors, and captains, and th« 
king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw thesft 
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was 
^ hair of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said. Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who 
hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants, that 
trusted in him, and have chailged the king's word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they .might not serve nor wor« 
•hip any god, except their own God. 

Therefore I make a decree, That every people; 

nation. 
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« 

nation, and language, which g|>eak any thing amisi 
against the Gen of Shadrach, Me^hach, and Abed- 
^egOy ahall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
nad6 a dunghill, because there is no other God that 
can deliver iifter this sort. 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshacb, and 
Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The golden statue, which we here read of, was, %> 
eluding its pedestal, thirty yards in height, and is sup- 
posed to have been dedicated by Nebuchadnezzar to 
Bel his idol ; though it is not improbable that it was 
rather an image of himself, to whid^ he required Divint 
honours to be paid in consequence of his dream. 

This ambitious king seems to have fi^ot in the pro* 
locution of his conquests the Almighty God, whost 
Supreme Power he formerly acknowledged. 

The punishment of being thrown into a burning fiery 
furnace was usual in Chaldea, and must have been very 
dreadful ; besides on this occasion it was heated to an 
uncommon degree* 

Ho^ great must have been the faith 9ni piety of Sha- 
drach, M eshach, and Abed-nego, which enabled them 
to adhere to their duty, in defiance of the threats of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the torments prepared for them* 

Among the Apocrjrphal writings we have the follow- 
ing which is called The Song of the Three Holy Ckil- 
dren ; whether it contains the very words of Shadracb, 
Meshach, an.d Abed-nego, is not known : but it accordi 
so well with this part of saored history that it may be 
vectived by way of illustration. 

THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLT OHILDREN- 

THEN these three men Jell damn bound into the mdd 
eflhe burning JeryJumoQi. And they wlked in the 

8 mida 
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midst of thefircy praising God, and bUssittg the Lord. 
Then Azarias stood up, and prayed ofi this manner : and 
opmng his mouth in the midst of the fire^ said. Blessed 
art thouy O LoR9 God of our fathers : Thy name is 
XDorthy to be praised and glorified for evermore. For 
Thou art righteous in all the things that Thau hast done 
to vs : yea, true are all Thy works. Thy ways are right, 
md all Thy judgments truth. In oil the things which 
Tkfu hast brought upon us, and upon the holy city of 
our fathers, even Jerusalem, Thou hast executed trus 
judgment ; for according to truth and judgment didst 
Thou bring ^11 these things upon us, because of our sins. 
For toe have sinned and committed iniquity, departing 
from Thee. In all things we have trespassed, and not 
obeyed Thy commandments, "nor kept them, neither done 
as Thou hast commanded us, that it might go well with 
!»• Wherefore all that Thou hast brought upon us, and 
every thing that Thou hast done to us, Thou hast done 
m true judgment. And Thou didst deliver us into the 
hands of lawless enemies, most hateful forsakers of Go j>, 
and to an utifust king, and the most wicked in all the 
toorld. And now we cannot open our mouths, we art 
become a shame and a reproach to Thy servants, and to 
them that worship Thee, Yet deliver us not vp wholly, 
for Thy name's sake, neither disannul Thou Thy cove* 
nant ; and cause not Thy mercy to depart from us, for 
7% beloved Abraham's sakcy, for Thy servant Isaac's 
take, and for Thy holy Israelis sake: To whom- thou hast 
spoken and promised. That Thou wouldst multiply their 
ited as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that lieth 
upon the sea shore. For we, O Lord, are become less 
than any nation, and be kept u?ider this day in all the 
norld because of our sins. Neither is there at this time 
prince or prophet, or leader, or burnt -offering , or sa^ 
crifice, or oblation, or incense, or place to sacrifice before 
^hee, and to find mercy. Nevertheless, in a contrite 

heart 
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keart and an humble spirit let us be accepted. Like ss- 

in the bumt'Ojferings of rams and bullocks, and like at 

in ten thousands of fat lambs^ so let our sacrifice be in 

Thy sight this dajff and grant that we may wholly go 

after Thee : for they shall not be confounded that put 

their trust in TheCs And now we follow Thee with all 

our hearty we fear Thee, and seek thy face. Put us not 

to shame : hut deal with us after Thy loting kindneu, 

and according to the multitude of Thy mercies. Delvoer 

ms also according to Thy marvellous works, and give 

glory to thy name, O Lord; and let all them that do 

Thy ^servants hurt, be ashamed; and let them be con* 

founded in all their power and mighty and let their 

strength be broken ; and let them know that Thou art 

Loud, the only God^ and glorious over the whole 

world. — And the king's servants that put them in, ceas* 

ed not to make the oven hoi with rosin^ pitch, toWy and 

small wood; so that the flame streamed forth above iht 

furnace t forty and nine cubits. And it passed through 

and burnt those Chaldeans it found about the furnace* 

But the angel of the Lord came down into the ovcHf 

together with Azarias and his fellows, and smote the 

fiame of the fire out of the oven ; and made the midst 

of thefurnacCy as it had been a moist whistling wind, so 

that the fire touched them nut at ally neither hurt nur 

troubled them. — Then the three as out of one moutky 

praiscdy glorifiedy and blessed God in the furnace, say* 

ingy Blessed art Thou^ Lord Goo of our fathers: 

and to be praised and exalted above all for ever. And 

blessed is Thy glorious and holy name: end to be prms* 

edy and exalted above all for ever. Blessed art Thou «• 

the temple of thine holy glory : and to be praised and 

glorified above all for ever. Blessed art Thou that be* 

holdest the depths, and sittest upon the cherubims.: and 

to be praised and exalted above all for ever. Blessed 

art Thou on the glorious throne of Thy kingdom • ^^ 

t§ 
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t^ be praised and ghrjfied for ever. Blessed art T^ou 
in the ^firmament of heaven : and above all to be prahed 
and glorified for ever» all ye the works of the Lord, 
bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him aboie ail for 
ever. ye heavens^ bless ye the Lord : praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever, ye angels of Ihe Lord, 
bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever. all ye waters that be above the heaven, blest 
ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all for ever* 
all ye powers of the LoKd, bless ye the Lord : praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever. ye sun and moon^ 
bless ye the ho nv : praise and exalt Him above nil for 
ever, ye stars of heaven, bless ye the Loud: praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever, O every shower and 
dew, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above all 
for ever, all ye tiinds, bless ye the Lord : praise 
find exalt Him above all for ever. O ye fire and heat^ 
bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever. ye winter and summer ,. bless ye the Lord: 
l^raise and exalt Him above all for ever. ye dews 
and storms of snow, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt 
Bim ab&ve all for ever. O ye nights and days, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt- Him above all for ever, O 
Hc light and darkness, bless ye the Lord: praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever, ye ice and cold, bless 
ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him jabove all for ever. 
ye frost and snort , bless ye the Lord: praise and 
(xalt Him above all for ever. ye lightnings and 
clouds, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above 
all for ever. O let the earth bless the Lord : praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever. ye mountains and 
little hills, bless ye the Lord : praii,e and exalt liim 
above all for ever. all ye things that grow on the 
earthy bless ye the Lori-).- praLe and exalt tl/m abwe 
all for ever. Q ye fountains, ilcss ye thelaoaux prafSo 
"VOL. XV. Hv and 
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0nrl exalt Him above all for ever. ye seas and rivers 
bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt 'Him above all for 
ever, ye whales, and all that move in the waters, 
bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever, O all ye fowls of the air^ bless ye the Lord :• 
praise and exalt Him above all for ever, O aU ye beasts 
and Qattky bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
above all for ever. O ye children of men, bless ye the- 
Lord.: praise and exalt Him above all for ever » Is" 
rael, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all 
for ever, ye priests of the HjOkb, bless ye the Lord ; 
praise lind exalt Him above all for ever. O ye servants 
ofthehoKD, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
above all for ever, O ye spirits and souls of the righte- 
ouSf bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all 
for ever, O ye holy and humble men of heart, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all for ever. 
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord; 
praise and exalt Him above all for ever : for He hath 
delivered us from hell, and saved us from the hand of 
death, and delivered us out of the midst of the furnace 
and burning flame : even out of the midst of the fire hath 
He delivered us. O give thanks unto the Lord, because 
He is gracious : for His mercy endureth for ever, 
all ye that worship the Lord, bless the God of gods, 
praise Him, and give Him thanks : for His mercy en- 
durethfor ever. 

What a striking example does this Section afford of 
the interposition of Providence in favour of true and 
inflexible piety. 

On this occasion God literally fulfilled his promise 
by the mouth of Isaiah ; When thou walkest through the 
fire, thou shall not be burnt : neither shaU the flame kin* 
die upon thee *• 

* Chapter liiiL 3. 

It 
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It IS supposed, that the I^ord God manifested his 
glorious presence on this occasion, under a visible form. 

Nebuchadnezzar was once more convinced of the 
omnipotence of the Supreme Being; happy would it 
hare been for him if he had, from this conviction, for- 
saken idolatry, and continued to worship the Loan 
Goo alone* 

SECTION XLIV. 

PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH, DESIGNED FOR THE COMFORT 
OF THE FAITHFUL PEOPLE OF GOD, UNDER THE PRO- 
SPECT OF CAPTIVITY, AND DURING ITS CONTINUANCE, 

From Chap* xliv. xlix. Ivii. Iviii. 

L And it shall come to pass in the day that the Lord 
ihall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, 
and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to 
serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb against the 
king of Babylon, and say. How hath the oppressor 
ceased Mhe golden city ceased ? 

The Loud hath broken the staff of the wicked, and 
the sceptre of the rulers. 

He who smote the people in wrath with a continual 
stroke ; he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecute 
ed, ami nono hindereth. 

IL Remember these, O Jacob and Israel ; for thou 
art ray servant : I have formed thee, thou art my ser-r 
vant: O Israel, thou shall not be forgotten of me : I 
have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and as a. cloud, thy sins : return unto me, for I have re« 
deemed thee. 

Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it; shout 
ye lower parts of the earth ; break forth into singing, 
ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein ; for the 
Loan hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in 
Israel. 

H 2 Thu« 
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Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, and he th^t 
formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that m^- 
eth aU thiDgSy that stretcheth forth the heavens alone, 
that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself: 

That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and ^laketh 
divines mad; that tarneth wise men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge foolish : 

That confirmeth the word of his servant, and per- 
formeth the counsel of his messengers : that saith to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited ; and to the cities 
of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the de- 
cayed places tli^reof : 

That saith to the deep. Be dry, and I will dry up 
thy rivers : 

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall 
perform all my pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built ; and to the temple. Thy foun- 
dation shall be laid. 

III. Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth, and 
brake forth into singing, O mountains : for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon 
^his afflicted* 

But Zion said. The Lord hath forsaken me, and my 
Lord hath forgotten me. 

Can a woman forget her suckling child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her womb I 
yea, they may forget, yet I will not forget thee. 

Behold, I have graven thee upon, the palms of my 
hands, thy walls are continually before me. 

Thy children shall make haste ; thy destroyers, and 
they that made thee waste, shall go forth of thee. 

IV. lie that putteth his trust in me, shall possess the 
land, and shall inherit my holy mountain ; and shall 
say, (.a«t v i: up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up 
the stumj^iing-block out of the way of my people. 

For 
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For thus taith the high and lofly One that inhabit* 
eth eternity whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high 
and holy place ; with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the Contrite ones. 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be al- 
ways wroth : for the spirit should fail before me, and 
the souls which I have made. 

For the iniquity of bis covet ousness was I wroth, and 
smote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on 
frowardly in the way of his heart. 

1 have seen his ways, and will heal iiim : I will lead 
him also, and restore comforts unto him, and to his 
mourners. . * 

I create the fruit of the lips : peace, peace to him 
•that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the Lohd, 
and I will heal him. 

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, wh^n ii 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dr.t 

There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 

y. If thou turn away thy foot from the sabhafh, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and call the 
sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, 
and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speakiiig thine own 
words : then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the 
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy fa. 
ther : for the mouth of the Lo lid hath spoken it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Every one of these extracts is worthy of particular 
examination *, but we must at present content ourselves 

* The prediction relating to the Messiah, and tiie ble&sings of 
the pospel> are reserved for another ipart of this Mork. 

H 3 with 
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with a cursory view, that the thread of the history 
nay not be. broken. 

In the first of these extracts, deh'verance from capti- 
vity is promised. In the second, the deliverer is ex- 
pressly mentioned by name. In the third, the tender 
mercies of God towards his people are described in the 
most lively and pathetic terms. In the fourth, the pro- 
phet recommends trust in God, with whom the peni- 
tent and humble will find deliverance. In the fifth, a 
proper observance of the sabbath is recommended. As 
this duty is of eternal obligation td all who call them- 
selves God's people, and the breach of it a particular 
offence against God himself, it behoves all to pay at- 
tention to a text, which points out the manner in which 
the Lord requires it to be observed. We here find 
that God expects the Sabbath to be appropriated en- 
tirely to his service, that all sensual pleasure and worldly 
concerns should be laid aside, and the sacred season em- 
ployed in those holy exercises, which afford real and 
substantial delight to the souL Whoever spends the 
Sabbath in this rational way, will certainly experieiice 
that inward satisfaction, which naturally springs from 
a consciousness of pleasing our Gretat Creator and 
Governor ; and may justly expect, through his mercy 
and goodness, the addition of temporal blessings also. 



SECTION XLV. 

PROPHECIES OP JEREMIAH RESPECTING THE FUTURB 
RESTORATION OP GOD'S FAITHFUL PEOPLE. 

From Chap, xxx, xxxi. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will bring again the 

captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwell- 
ing 
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ing-places : and the city shall be builded upon her ovm 
heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner 
thereof. 

And out of thetn shall proceed thanksgiving, and the 
voice of them that make merry : and I will multiply 
them, and they shall not be few ; I will also glorify 
them, and they shall not be small. 

Their children shall also be as aforetime, and their 
congregation shall be established before me, and I will 
punish all that oppress them. 

And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their 
governor shall proceed from the midst of them : and I 
will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto 
me : for who is this that engaged his heart to approach 
unto me I saith the Lord. * 

And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God» 
' Atthe same time, saith the Lord, will I be the Goo 
of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Thus saith the Loud» The people which were left of 
the sword found grace in the wilderness ; even Israel^ 
when I went to cause him to rest* 

The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying. 
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love : there- 
fore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee* 

Again I will build' thee, and thou shaft be built, O 
virgin of Israel : thou shalt again be adorned with thy 
tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that 
make merry. 

Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of 
Samaria ; the planters shall plant, and shall eat themi 
as common things. 

For there shall be a day that the watchmen upon the 
mount Elphraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to 
Zion unto the Lord our God. 

For thus saith the Lord, Sing with gladness for Ja- 
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X 352 y 

•oby and shout among the chief nations : publish ye, 
praise ye, and say, O Loud, save thy people, the rem- 
nant of Israel. 

Behold, I will bring them from the north countrj*, 
and gather them from the coasts of the- earth, and with 
them the blind and the lame : a great company shall 
return thither. 

They shall come with weeping, and with supplica- 
lions will I lead them : I wilt cause them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a straight way wherein they shall 
not stumble : for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim 
is my first-born. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and de- 
clare it in the isles afar off, and say. He that scattered 
Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd 
does his flock« 

For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed 
him from the band of him that was stronger than he. 

Therefore tiiey shall come and sing in the height of 
Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the 
Loud, for wheat, and fbr wine, and for oil, and for the 
young of the flock and of the herd : and their soul shall 
be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any 
more at all. 

Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young 
wen and old together: for I will turn their moumiog 
into joy, and will comfort them, and make them re- 
joice from their sorrow. - 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The promises whieh compose this Section, were dell- 
Tered by Jeremiah at the same time that he was commis- 
sioned to denounce those dreadful threatenings which 

were fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem. It is 

needless 
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utedless to observe, that they were mercifully calcti^ 
iatcd to support the hopes of those who continued faiths 
fill to the LoRDy or who were penitent for their sins. 
A variety of other consolatory passages might be select^ 
ed from the rest of tlie prophets* 



SECTION XLVI. 

A PROPHECY OF EZEKIBL RELATING TO TYRE* 

From Chap. xxvi. 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first 
day of the month, that the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, Son of man, because that Tyrus hatli 
said against Jerusalem, Aha, she i$ broken that was the 
gates of die people; she is turned unto me, I shall be 
replenished, now she is laid waste : Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, 
and will cause many nations to come up against thee, 
as the sea causeth his waves to come up. 

And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break 
down her towers : I will also scrape her dust froih her» 
and make her like tlie top of a rock. 

It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the 
midst of the sea : for I have spoken it, saith the LofiDi 
God, and it shall become a spoil to the nations. 

And her daughters which are in the field shall be 
slain by the sword, and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

For thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will bring 
upon Tyrus Nebuchadnezzar king af Babylon, a king of 
kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, 
and with horsemen, and companies, and much people. 

He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the 

H 5 field. 



< IS* ) 

field, and he shall make a fort agdnat thee, and cast a 
mount agafnst thee, and lift up the buckler against thee. 

And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, an4 
with axes he shall break down th j towertf. 

Bj reason of the abundance of his horses, their dust 
shall cover thee, thj walls shall shake at the noise of 
the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, 
when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a 
city wherein is made a breach. 

With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all 
thy streets ; he shall slay thy people by the sWord, and 
thy strong garrisons shall go down to the grbund. 

And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and niake 
a prey of thy merchandize, and they shall break down 
thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses ; and th^ 
•hall lay thy stones, and thy timber, and thy dust, in 
the midst of the water. 

And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease, and 
the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. 

And I will make thee like the top of a rock : thou 
ahalt be a place to spread nets upon: thoushaltbe 
built no more : for I the Lord have spoken it, saith 
the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord God to T3rrus, Shall not the 
isles shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded 
cry, when the slaughter is made in the midst of thee ? 

Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from 
their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off 
their broidered garments : they shall clothe themselves 
with trembling, they shall sit upon the ground, and shall 
tremble at every moment, and be astonished at thee. 

And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and 
say to thee, How art thou destroyed tha^ wast inhabited 
of sea-faring men, the renowned city which wast strong 
ui the seay she and her inhabitants, which cause their 

2 terror 
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terror to be dh all that haunt it i Now shall the iisles 
tremble in the day of thy fall : yea, the isles that are 
10 the sea shall be troubled at thy departure. 

For thus saith the Lord God, When I shall make 
thee a desolate city, like the cities that are not inha- 
bited, when I shall bring up the de'ep upon thee, and 
great waters shall cover thee; when I shaH bring thee 
down, with them that descend into the pit, with the 
people of old time, and shall set thee in the low pa^ts 
of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that 
go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited^ and I 
shall set glory in the land of the living ; 

I will make thee a terror,- and thou shalt be no more : 
though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be 
foand again, saith the Loud God. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This prophecy begins with introducing Tyre insult- 
ing Jerusalem on her fall, and congratulating herself on 
the prospect of accession to her commerce, now that 
this city was no more. Upon which God denounces 
de^ruction to Tyre, and all the lesser cities dependant 
upon her. Nebuchadnezzar is named as the person 
charged with this work, andilis proceedings^ and the 
fatal consequences of them, are described in the most 
lively colours. At length, nothing remains of Tyre^ 
but the bare rock on which it was buUt. Let us^ novr 
see bow this prediction was fulfilled. 

About two ye^ars after the destruction of Jerusalem^ 
Nebuchadnezzar went again into Syria, and laid siege 
to Tyre. It was a strong and wealthy city,, which had 
never yet subnitted to any foreign empire, and was at 
that time famous for its traffic aQd meri^handize ; by 
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which several of iU inhabitants had enriched themsehres 
to such a degree, that they were able to vie with princes 
in splendour and magnificence. It was built by the 
Zidonians, two hundred and forty years before the 
building of the temple of Solomdn at Jerusalem. Ne- 
buchadnezzar had gredt difficulties in subduing Tyre, 
which resisted him for thirteen years, but at length 
yielded to this mighty conqueror. 

Before it came to this extremity, the inhabitants had 
removed their effects into an island about half a milt 
distant from the shot-e, and there built a new city: 
therefore, when Nebuchadnezzar entered, he found but 
little to reward his soldiers. In revenge he razed the 
town, and it never rose to be any thing more than a 
village afterwards ; but the city in the island becams 
famous under the name of New Tyre. 

From the downfall of Tyre we learn/ that it is great 
folly, as well as cruelty, for one nation to exult at ths 
ruin of another; for, behold! the Lord maketh the 
earth empty ^ he scattereth abroad all the inhabitants 
thereof; none are able to resist his power, when his 
judgments are gone forth to punish for iniquity. 

Whilst Nebuchadnezzar lay at the siege of Tjrre, Ne* 
buzar-adan, his general, being sent by him with part of 
his army, invaded the land of Israel, to take revenge, as 
is supposed, for the deat{^ of Gcdaliah: in which expe- 
dition he carried away captive seven hundred and forty* 
five persons who remained in the land. Perhaps this 
small remnant had been restrained by the threatenings 
which Jeremiah denounced in the name of the Lord, 
ugainst all those who should, in defiance of the Divine 
command, go into Egypt ; if so, we may regard their 
captivity as a merciful dispensation, since it proved the 
mean pf their being comfortably settled with the rest 
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of their brethren in Babylon ; and preserved them from 
the repeated molestation which they had reason to esf • 
pect from different quarters, if they remained defence- 
less in Jude& By this captivity was fully completed 
the desolation of the land, no more of its former inha- 
bitants being now left in it, and all the numerous pro- 
phecies concerning it were amply fulfilled. 

SECTION XLVII. 

PROPHECY 07 JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL CONCERNING 

THE AMMONITES. 

From Jer, Chap, xlix, — EzeL Chap, xxv. 

Behold, the days come saith the Lord, that I will 
cause- an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the 
Ammonites : and it shall be a desolate heap, and her 
daughters shall be burned with fire : then shall Israel 
be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord 

Howl, O Heshbon ; for Ai is spoiled : cry, ye daugh- 
ters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth, lament, and 
run to and fro by the hedges : for their king shall go 
into captivity, and his princes together. 

Wherefore gloriest thou in the vallies, thy flowing 
vallies, O backsliding daughter? that trusted in her 
treasures, saying. Who shall come unto me ? 

Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord 
God of hosts, from all those that be about thee : and 
ye shall be driven out every man right forth, and none 
shall gather up him that wandereth. 

And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the 
children of Ammon saith the Lo r d. 

And the Lord said unto Ezekiel, say unto the' Am. 
ttionitesy Hear the word of the Lord God ; Thus saith 

the 
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•the Load <jod ; because thou saidst. Aha, a^sst vaj 
sanctuary, when it was profaned ; and against the land 
of Israel) when it was desolate : and against the house 
of Judahy when they went into captivity. . 

Behold, therefore I will deliver, thee to the men of 
the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces 
in thee, and make their dwellings in thee : they shall 
eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk* 

And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the 
Ammonites a couching-place for flocks : and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord. 

For thus saith the Lord God ; because thou hast 
clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and 
rejoiced in heart with all thy despite against the land 
of Israel; 

' Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon 
thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen ; 
and I will cut thee off from the people, and I will cause 
thee to perish out of the countries: I will destroy thee; 
and thou shalt know that I am the Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

These prophecies were remarkably fulfilled, for when 
Nebuzar-adan had completed the desolation of Judea, 
he marched against the Ammonites, and having de« 
stroyed- Rabbah, their royal city, and made great deso- 
lation by fire and sword in that country, he carried 
their king, princes, and most of the inhabitants into 
captivity. This was done by the Babylonish general, 
to revenge the part they had taken in the murder of 
Cedoliah ; who at the same time that he punished the 
Ammonites for this crime in particular, inflicted those 
judgments which the prophets had foretold would fall 
on them for theu* idolatry and wickedness. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XLVIIL 

FSOPHBCIES AGAINST MOAB, EDOM, &9. 

From Jer. Chap* xlviii. xliic. 

We have heard of the pride of Moab ; he is verf 
proud 3 even of his haughtiness, and his pride and his 
wrath : but his lies shall not be so. 

Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall 
howl: for the foundations of Kir-hareseth shall ye 
mourn, surely they are stricken. 

For the fields of Heshbon languish and the vine of 
Sibmah : the lords of the heathen have broken down 
the principal plants thereof, they are come even unto 
Jazer, they wandered through the wilderness; her 
branches are stretched out, they are gone over the sea* 

Against Moab thus saith the Lord of hosts, the Goi> 
of Israel ; Woe unto Nebo ! for it is spoiled : Kiria- 
thaim is confounded and taken ; Misgab is confounded 
and dismayed. 

There shall be no more praise ^f Moab.: in Heshbon 
they, have devised evil against it: come, and let us cut 
it off from being a nation. Also thou shalt be cut down, 
Madmen : the sword shall pursue thee. 

A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim, spoiling 
and great destruction. 

Moab is destroyed; her little ones have caused a cry 
to be heard. 

For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping 
shall go up : for in the going down of Horonaim the 
enemies have heard a cry of destruction. 

Flee, save your lives, and be like the heath in the 

wildernesst 

• For 
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For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in 
thy treasures, thou shalt also be taken: andChemosh 
shall go forth into captivity with his priests and his 
princes together. 

And the spoiler shall come in every city, and^o city 
shall escape : the valley also shall perish, and the plain 
shall! be destroyed, as the Lord hath spoken. 

Giv-e wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get 
away : for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without 
any to dwell therein. 

' The, horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken 
saith the Lord. 

Make ye him drunken; for he magnified himself 
against the Lord. Moab also shall wallow in his vo- 
mit, and he ako shall be in derision. 

For was not Israel a derision unto thee; was he found 
among thieves ? for since .thou spakest of him, thou 
skippedst for joy. 

ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell 
in the rock, and be like the dove that maketh her nest 
in the sides of the hole's mouth. 

We have heard the pride of Moab, he is exceeding 
proud : his loftiness and his arrogancy, and his pride 
and the haughtiness of his heart. 

1 know his wrath, saith the Lord : but it shall not 
be so ; his lies shaU not so effect it. 

Moreover, 1 will cause to cease in Moab, saith the 
LoRPt him that offereth in the high places, and him 
that burneth incense to his gods. 

For every head shall be bald, and every beard clip- 
ped: upon all the hands shall be cuttings, and upon 
the loins sackcloth. 

There shall be lamentation generally upon all the 
house tops of Moab, and in the streets thereof: fori 

Lave 
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liave broken Moab like a vessel wherein is no pTeasdr^, 
laith the Loud. ^ 

And Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, 
because he hath magnified himself against the Lord. 

Fear and the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, 
inhabitant of Moab, saith the Loud. 

He that fleeth from the fear shall full into the pit ; 
and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in 
the snare ; for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, 
the year of their visitation saith the Lord. 

They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon, 
because of the force ; but a fire shall come fortli out of 
Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sion, and shall 
devour the comer of Moab, and the crown of the head 
of the tumultuous ones. 

Woe be unto thee, O Moab ! the people of Chemosh 
perisheth; for thy sons are taken captives, and ihj 
daughters captives. 

Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the 
latter days saith the Lord. Thus far is the judgment 
of Moab. 

Concerning Edom, thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Is 
wisdom no more in Teman f is counsel perished from 
the prudent ? is th^ir wisdom vanished ? Flee ye, turn 
back, dwell deep, O inhabitant of Dedan ; for I will 
brine the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I 
will visit him. 

If grape-gatherers come to thee, would they not 
leave some gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they 
will destroy till they have enough. 

But I have made Esau bare, and he shall not be able 
to hide himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren 
and his neighbours, and he is not. 

Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them 

ftlive ; and let thy widows trust in me. 

For 
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For thus saith the Lokd ; Behold they whose jadg* 
tnent was not to drink of the cup, have assuredly 
drunken ; and art thou he that shall altogether go un- 
punished? thou shalt not go unpuaished, but thoa 
shalt surely drink of it. 

' For I have sworn by myself, saith the Lord; that 
Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, 
and a curse : and all the cities thereof shall be perpe- 
tual wastes. 

I have heard a rumour from the Lord, and an am- 
bassador is sent unto the heathen, saying, Gather ye 
together, and come against her, and rise up to the 
battle. 

For lo, I will make thee small among the heathen, 
and despised among men. 

Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of 
thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the 
rock, that boldest the height of the hill ; tliough thou 
^houldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will 
bring thee down from thence, saith the Lord. 

Also Edom shall be a desolation : every one that 
goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the 
plagues thereof. 

As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lohd, no man shall 
abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. 

Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swell- 
ing of Jordan against the habitation of the strong; but 
I will suddenly make him run away from her : and who 
is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her i for who 
is like me ? and who will appoint me the time ? and who 
is that shepherd that will stand before me i 

Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord that be halh 
taken against Edom, and his purposes he that hath pur- 
posed against the inhabiunts of Teman: surely the least 

of 
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ef the flock shall draw them out, surely he shall make 
their habitations desolate with them. 

The earth is moved at tlie noise of their fall : at ths 
cry, the noise thereof was heard in the Red Sea. 
. Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and 
i^read his wings over Bozrah : and at that day shall 
the heart of the mighty men of £dom be as the heart 
of a woman in great anguish. 

The burden of Damascus, Behold, Damascus is taken 
away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. 

The cities of Aroer are forsaken t they shall be for 
flocks, which shall lie down, and none 'shall make them 
afraid. 

The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the 
kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria : 
they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the 
prophet against the Philistines, before 'that Pharaoh 
smote Gaza. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold waters rise up out of 
the north, and shall be an overflowing floods and shall 
overflow the land, and all that is therein ; the city, and 
them that dwell therein : then the men shall cry^ and 
all the inhabitants of the land shall howl. 

At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong 
horses, at the rushing of his- chariots, and at the rum- 
bling of his wheels, the fathers shall not look back to 
their children for feebleness of hands : because of the 
day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut 
off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: 
for the LoB d will spoil the Philistines, the renuiaat of 
the country of Caphtor. 

Baldaess is come upon Gaza, Ashkelon is cut off witK 

tlie 
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the remnant of their valley : how long wilt &ou cal 
thyself 

O thou sword of the Lord, how long will it be ere 
thou be quiet ? pat up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, 
and be stiJl* 

How can it be quiet, seeing the L5rd hath given it 
a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea shofe? 
there halh he appointed it. 

' For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a'desola- 
tion : they shall 'drive out Ashdod at the nooi/day, aod 
Ekron shall be rooted up. 

Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea»«!ba8tSy the na- 
tion of the Cherethites! the word of the Loan is 
against you : O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I 
will even destroy thee, and th^'re shall be no inha- 
bitant* 

And the sea*coasts shalf be dwellings and cottages 
for shepherds, and fokEs for flocks* 

And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house 
of Judah ; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of 
Ashkelon sk^U they lie down in the evening : for the 
Lord tlfeir God shall visit them, and turn away their 
captivity. • 

> 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The foregoing prophecies are supposed to have been 
accomplished during the siege of Tyre. They serve to 
shew the wonderful prescience of the Almighty, and 
point out the great offence of the heathen nations, 
namely, a presumptuous opposition to the Lord God. 
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SECTION XLIX. 

9&0PHECI£8 OF JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEIr AGAINST 

EGYPT. 

From Jer. Chap, xlvi. — Ezek, Chap, xxix. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will give Pharaoh-^ 
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies^ 
and into the hand of them that seek his life : as I gave 
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon his enemy, that sought his life. 

In the tenth year, in the tenth mouth, in the twelfth 
day of the month, the word of the Lord came unto 
Ezekiel, saying. Son of man, set thy face against Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and 
against all Egypt. 

Speak and say. Thus §aith the Lord God, Behold 
I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great 
dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath 
said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for 
myself. 

But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause 
tlie Bsh of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and I will 
bring thee up out of the midst ef thy rivers, and all the 
fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales. 

And I will leave thee tlirown unto the wilderness, 
thee and all the (ish of thy rivers, thou shalt fall upon 
the open fields, thou shalt not be brought together, nor 
gathered : I have given thee for meat to the beasts of 
the fit'ld and to the fowls of the heaven. 

And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I 
am the LOi^r, because they have been a staff of reed 
to the hou^e of Israel. 

When they took hold of thee by thy hand| thou didst 

^ break. 
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break, and rend all their shoulders ; and when they 
leaned upon thee thou breakest, and madest all their 
loins to be at a stand. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will 
bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast 
out of thee. 

- And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; 
and they shall know that I am the Loud ; because he 
bath said. The river is mine, and I have made it. 

Behold, therefore I^am against thee, and against thj 
river, and will make the land of Egypt utterly waste 
and desolate, irom the 'tower of Syene, even unto the 
border of Ethiopia* 

No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of 
beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited 
forty years. 

And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the 
midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities 
among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate 
forty years; and I will scatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and I will disperse them through the countries. 

Yet thus saith the Lord God ; at the end of forty 
years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whi- 
ther they were scattered ; and I will bring again the 
captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return ioto 
the land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation ; 
and they shall be there a base kingdom. 

It shall be the basest of the kingdoms, neither shall 
it exalt itself any more above the nations: for I will 
diminish them that they shall no more rule over the 
nations. 

And it shall be no more the confidence of the house 
of Israel which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, 
when they shall look after them : but they shall know 
that I am the Lord God. 

And 
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And it came to pass in the seven-and-twentieth year, 
in the first month, in the first day of the month, the 
vord of the Lord came unto Ezekiel saying, Son of 
man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his army 
to serve a great service against Tyrus : every head was 
made bald, and every shoulder was peeled; yet had 
he 00 wages, dor his army, for Tyrus, for the service 
that he had served against it : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will 
give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar king of 
fiabylon, and be shall take her multitude, and take her 
spoil and take her prey ; and it shall be the wages for 
his army. 

I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour 
wherewith he served against it, because they wrought 
for me, saith the Lord God. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

By this prophecy, which was revealed to Ezekiel 
during the siege of Tyre, we may learn, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar (though he knew it not) was the servant of the 
Lord, in respect to the destruction of the different 
nations. They were presumptuous sinners, therefore 
objects of Divine wrath : he was ambitious, therefore a 
Jit instrument of their chastisement. These predictions 
were remarkably fulfilled. 

Immediately after the siege of Tyre, the king of 
Babylon, taking advantage of the intestine divisions in 
Egypt, marched with his army thither, over-ran the 
whole land, and made miserable devastation ; slew mul- 
titudes of its inhabitants, and reduced the country to 
such a ruinous state, that it did not recover for forty 
years afterwards. Nebuchadnezzar having loaded him- 
self and bis army with the rich spoils of Uiis nation, 

and 
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•ad brought it Into subjection to him, came to tenns 
with Amasisy who had revolted from Pharaoh-l)ophra| 
and usurped the throne ; and, having confirmed him is 
the kingdom as his deputy, returned to Babylon. 

During this ravage of the land of Egypt, most of the 
Jews, who had fled thither after the murder of Geda- 
liah fell into the hands of the Babylonians : many of 
them they slew, others they took prisoners ; the (evr 
that escaped saved themselves by fleeing out of Egypt 
into different countries. After Nebuchadnezzar was 
gone out of Egypt Pharaoh-Hophra, collecting toge- 
ther an army of foreigners, marched against Amasis, 
and gave him battle; in which, being vanquished and 
taken prisoner, he was carried to his own palace ia the 
city of Sais, and there strangled. By these events were 
completed all the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
concerning this king and his people, particularly that 
of Jeremiah respecting his death. It is said of this 
prince by a heathen writer, that, in the pride of hii 
heart, he vaunted tliat it was not in the power of God 
Himself to dispossess him of his kingdom ; which agrees 
with what Ezekicl -charged him with, his saying, that 
the rive}' tvas hisy S^c, 

Egypt continued in subjection to the Babylonian 
yoke till tjiat empire fell: and it has been a base and 
mean nation ever since ; for in the space of more thaa 
two thousand years Egypt has produced nothing great, 
either in learning, wisdom, or exploit. It has been a 
tributary kingdom, without a prince of its own, but 
always subject to slaves or foreigners. The Egyptians 
are possessed with a notion, tliat it is decreed by fats 
that slaves must always rule, and the natives be subject. 
From whence could such an idea first proceed, but from 
the promulgation of this prophecy, and its wonderful 
completion i 

There 
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Tliere arc many other predictions concerning Egypt, 
among the writings of the prophets, but the examina- 
tion of them would detain us too long from the history. 

Nebuchadnezzar, being now at rest from all his wars» 
and in full peace at home, applied himself to the finish- 
ing of hia huildings at Babylon. He increased the mag- 
nificence of the city to such a degree, that it became 
one of the wonders of the world. 

For a long succession of years Nebuchadnezzar ex- 
perienced scarcely any thing but success and exaltation. 
Prosperity had the effect it usually has on irreligious 
minds ; for he became proud and arrogant to the'greatest 
degree : but the Lord, knowing that he was not incor* 
rigibly wicked, sent afHictions to teach him (and the 
world by his example) how mean and abject the highest 
monarch is, in comparison of the Supreme Being. 

The following Section contains Nebuchadnezzar's 
own account of the exemplary judgment that was in* 
flicted on him, which is preserved among the proph'e« 
des of Daniel* 

SECTION U 

PANIEL INTERPRETS NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM. 

FrQm Daniel, Chap, vi* 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, na. 
tions, and languages, that dwell in all the earth. Peace 
be multiplied unto you. 

I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that 
the high God had wrought toward me. 

Hof^ great are his signs I and how mighty are hia 
wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
his dominion is from generation to generation. 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest Iq mine house, and 

TOL. IV. X flourishing 
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€cmridhing in ray palace r I saw a dream wbicfa made 
me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed, and the yi- 
sions of my head, troubled me. 

Thereforegpade I a decree, to bring in all the wise 
men of Babylon before me^ that they might make 
known unto me the interpretation of the dream. 

Then came in* the magicians, the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the sooth-sayers :. and I told the dreanf 
before them ; but they did not make known unto me 
the interpretation thereof. 

But at the liEust Daniel came ia before me (whose 
name was Beiteshazzar, according to the name of my 
God, and in whom is the spririt of the holy gods), and 
before him I told the dread), saying, Q Beiteshazzar, 
master of the magicians, because I know thai the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret trouUeth 
tfiee, tell me the visions of my dream that I baye seen^ 
and the interpretation thereof. 

Tbuis were the visions of mine head in my bed ; I 
•aw, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and 
the height thereof was great. 

The tree grew, and was strong, and the height there- 
of reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the 
end of all the earth. 

The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof 
much, and it was meat for all : the beasts of the field 
had shadow under it^ and the fowls of the heaven dwelt 
IB the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 

I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and 
behold, a watcher, and an holy one came down from 
heaven. 

He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, 
and cut off his branchesf shake off his leaves, and scat- 
ter his fruit; let all the beasts get away from under it» 
and the fowls from his branches* 

Nev^rtheJen 
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NererthelesSy leave the stump of his roots is fht 
earthy eTen with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of 
lieaven, and let his portion be with the blasts in the 
grassof the earth. 

Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast't 
heart be given unto him, and let seven times pass ovei;" 
bim. 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand by the word of the holf' ones : to the intent 
that the living maj know, that the most High ruletk 
ia the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. 

This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen : now 
thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation there* 
of, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdon^ are not 
able to make known unto me the interpretation : but 
thou art able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee« 

Then Daniel (whose name was Belteshazzar) was 
astonished for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him • 
the king spake and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, 
9r the interpretation thereof, trouble thee* Belteshaz- 
zar answered and said. My lord, the dreain be to thei^ 
that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 
enemies* 

The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was 
strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the 
sight thereof to all the earth ; whose leaves were ^ir, 
and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; 
under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upoa 
whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their ha. 
bitation : *' 

It is thou, O king, that art grown and become 
strong : for thy greatness is grown amd reacheth unt« 
heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth* 

Id AkiI 
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Attd whereas the king saw a watcher, and an holj 
line coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the 
tree down, and destroy it, yet leave the stump of the 
roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and 
brass in the tender grass of the field, and let it be wet 
with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the 
beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him : 

This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 
decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord 
the king : that they shall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they 
fehall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet 
thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass 
over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will. 

And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of 
the tree-roots : thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, 
ader that thoti shalt have known that the heavens do 
rale. ^ . 

Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable 
unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousnes, and 
thine rniqui ties by shewing mercy to the poor: if it 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

• At the end of twelve months he walked ia the pa* 
lace of the king of Babylon. 

The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon 
that I have built for the house of the kingdom, by the 
night of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 

While the word was in- the king's mouth, there fella 
voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to 
thee it is spoken, The kingdom is departed from thee. 

• And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwell* 
jiiig shall be with the beaste of ihe field : they shall make 

I th«e 
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iTi^e to eat grass as oxcDy and seven times shall past 
over thee, until thou know^ that the naost High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. ■ ■ 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and he was driven from men, and did eat 
grass as oxen, and bis body was wet with tlie dew of 
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagle's feathers, 
and his nails like bird's claws. 

And at the end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lifb 
up mine eyes unto heaven, and my understanding re- 
turned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I 
praised and honoured him that Itveth for ever, whose 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom 
is from generation to generation. . 

And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as 
nothing : and he doeth accordmg to his will in the ar« 
ny of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ; 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him. What 
does! thou? 

At the same time my reason retuoied unto me, ancl 
for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and bright* 
nesn returned unto -me : and my Qounsellors and mf 
lords sought unto . me ; and 1 was established in mjp 
kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour 
the King of Hbaven, all whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment, and those that walk in pride he im 
able to abase. 

ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS* 

The beginning of this Section is a royal edict, pub.* 
)ished by Nebuchadnezzar himself, to acknowledge ihm 
supremacy of the High and Mighty Gop. 

I a Hotr 





How wonderful were the dispensations of Diviie 
Providence tow^ds this famous monarchy who, in the 
power of the Supreme Governor, unknowingly, went 
forth to punish those nations who had filled up the mea« 
sure of their iniquity. 

This Section is particularly calculated to suppress the 
f ride of princes, by teaching them that their being ex- 
alted over their fellow-creatures is no invariable sign 
that they are the peculiar favourites of heaven, or pos* 
eessed of extraordinary worth ; for sometimes the Most 
High setteth up the basest of mankind, especially when 
be means to employ them as scourges to wicked nations. 

It likewise contains an excellent admonition to such 
princes as have provoked Divine justice by the enor« 
snity of their own conduct. The most effectual mea* 
sure they can pursue, in order to prolong their tran- 
quillity, is to break qff^ their sins by righteousness^ and 
their iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor. 

How it came about, that Nebuchadnezzar did not ap» 
ply first to Daniel, is uncertain ; but we may suppose 
the prophet was absent from Babylon at that time, and 
the king imagined the magicians could interpret for 
him, as he was able to relate the dream to them. Da- 
niel's exposition is very easy to be understood t by the 
tmtcher or holy one, is supposed to be meant an angel. 
Kebuchadnezzar is thought to have been seized with 
audden distraction of mind ; and during its continuance 
to have been in a most deplorable state, unfit for the 
society or converse of mankind, and levelled with the 
beasts who have no understanding. Whether he actually 
eat grass, or was restrained to a vegetable diet, is un- 
certain ; but, from the scripture account of the extra- 
ordinary growth of his hair and nails, it is likely that 
he wandered from home in desert places till his reason 
was restored; at which time he is supposed to have re- 
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lurnecl to his kingdom, when his son, who had govehiat 
in his stead, resigned the throne to him, and his nohles 
gladly received him again, as he was !ionoured and re- 
upccted by them. Nebuchadnezzar is said to have lived 
^ year afterwards : he reigned between forty*tbree and 
Ibrty.fbur years. 

From Nebuchadnezzar's own words we may con- 
clude, that he at length became a convert to the Lord, 
the only true Go p. Various means had been employed 
to engage'him to leave his idolatrous practices, and thejr 
proved at last effectual :liehad, therefore, reason to blesii 
the Lord for his humiliation, as in all probability ft 
proved the means of saving his soul from perdition. 

On the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-raerodach, hit 
tODi succeeded to the kingdom of Babylon* 

SECTION LL 

^9nit KINDDIfiSS 09 SVIL-MERODACR TO J£HOIACHZK 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 KingSy Chap, xxvi. 

And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year 
of the captivity of Jehoiackin king of Judah, in ths 
twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of tht 
month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year 
that he began to reign, did lift up the head of Jehoia- 
xhin king of Judah out of prison ; . 

And he spake kindly to him, and jet his throne above 
Ihe throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon ; 

And changed his prison garments; and he did eat 
bread continually before him all the days of his life* 

And his allowance was a continual allowance given 
him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the days 
•of his life. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Whether this reverse of fortune In the Jewish mo- 
fsarch was sept .98 a reward for his penitence we are not 

. J 4* told ; 
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loldt but it is agreeable to the usual dispensations of 
Providence to suppose this was the case. Nothing far- 
ther is said of Jehoiachin by the sacred bistoriuD, but 
it is imagined that he died soon after. 

Upon the death of Jehoiachin, Salathiel his son be- 
came the nominal prince of the Jews in his stead ; for, 
afler the loss of their authority, they still kept up the 
title ; and for a great many years there was always one 
of the house of David, who was honoured and acknow^ 
ledged as a prince, under the name of the head of the 
captivity. 1 hey had some kind of jurisdiction consistent 
ivith the government they were under, which was some- 
limes ratified and confirmed by the kings of that country*' 
When Evil-merodach had reigned two years in Ba- 
bylon, his crimes made him so hateful, that at length 
even his own relations conspired against him, and put 
him to death. Nerlglissar, his sister^s husband, who was 
«t the head of thisf conspiracy> reigned in his Btead. 

In the same year that Evil merodach was slain, died 
•Astyages king of Media. Ho was succeeded by his son 
Darius, who divided his authority with Cyrus, the son 
of Cambyses king of Persia, aud Mandane, the daugh- 
ter of A sty ages. Cyrus at this time was forty years of 
age, and Darius was forty- one* This prince is called 
in profane history, Cyaxares. 

Neriglissar, king of Babylon, on his coming to the 
crown, made great preparations for a war with th^ 
Medes. Darius, gaining intelligence of this, sent for 
Cyrus out of Persia to his assistance; and, on his arri- 
yal with thirty thousand Persians, Darius made him ge- 
neral of the Medes, and sent him with the joint forcei 
of both nations to make war against Neriglissar. From 
this time Cyrus was reckoned king over both nations, 
though he was in reality no more than commander in 
«hief of the confederate army under the king of Media; 

but, 
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but, afte'r the death of this monarch, he succeeded t9 
his crown, as he did to his father's in the kingdom of 
Persia ; which, with the countries he had conquered^ 
made up the Persian empire, of which he was the 
founder and first monarch. 

It has already been shewn, that Cyrus was appointed 
by the Lord to restore Israel to their native land* 
Isaiah, many years before, prophesied of him by name* 
It has also been shewn, that, in order to keep up tha 
spirits ,of the people whilst in captivity, encourage their 
faith and trust in God, and preserve them from Idola- 
trous practices, the Lor d graciously revealed to them, 
at different times, by means of his prophets, that he 
would, at the end of seventy years, bring them back to- 
Judea ; that they should rebuild their city, and once- 
more be in a prospereuff condition. It was likewise 
predicted that Babylon shouW' be subdued^ as it had? 
subdued other nations. These prophecies are very rC'-* 
BAarkable, and may be seen ia the following Section*. ' 

SECTION LII-. . . 

PREDICTIONS RELATING TO THE J>OVmVALL OF 

BABYLOl^. 

From Isaiahy Chap, xlv^ 

Thus saith the Lord to his andinted, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden to subdue nations before him^ 
and I will loose the loins of kings'; to open beibre him- 
the two leaved gates, and the gates shall' not be shut^ * 

I will go before thee, and make the crooked places^ 
straight : I will break in pieces the gates of brass, an£ 
cut in sunder the bars of iron r 

And I will give thee the treasures of darkness^ andi 
hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know* 
that I the Lord, which call thee by thy name^ am- thft 
Cod of IsraeL 
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For Jacob my servant's sake> and Israel mine elect, I 
have even called thee by thy name ; I have sur named 
thee, though thou hast not known me. 

I am the LoiiD, and there is none else, there is no 
god beside me : I girded thee, though thou hast not 
known me : 

That they may know from the rising of the sun, and 
from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the 
Lord and there is none else. 

I form the light, and create darkness: I makepeacey 
and create 6vil. I the Lord do all these things. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We shall soon see that this prediction was Iherally 
and circumstantially fulfilled. The prophecy relating 
to Cyrus was uttered nearly 200 years before he was 
born into the "v^orld, and has justly engaged the atten- 
tion of heathens as well as Christians. How admirably 
is the divine prescience displayed in every page of the 
prophetic writings ! 

Cyrus was a very extraordinary person, greatly cUs- 
tinguished amongst his contemporaries for wisdom, va- 
lour, and virtue ; but his highest encomium is, that he 
was thought worthy by the Lord to dispense his bless- 
ipgs to the house of Jacob. Keriglissar, hearing that 
Cyrus was coming against him with a very great army 
tp the assistance of the Medes, sent ambassadors to Ly- 
4ia, and otbernations, to call them to his aid; afler 
both parties had been for thr«e years forming alliances, 
and making preparations for war, they, with their con- 
federates, took the field. Neriglissar was slain, the As- 
syrian army rotated, and Cyrus gained the victory* 

Crcesus, king of Lydia, being next in dignity to No* 
rjglissar^ took the command of the vanquished army, 

aad 
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«iid raaSle as good a retreat with it as he possibly could ; 
l)ut Cyrus overtook it, and entirely routed it ; upon 
which Crcesus made the best of his way into his owa 
^country. 

The death of Neri^lissar was a great losstto the Baby- 
lonianSy for he was a very learned and exceHent prince* 
Laborosoarchod, his^on, succeeded him: he was in 
every thing the reverse of his father ; and addicted him- 
self to all kinds of wickedness, cruelty, and injustice* 
Cyrus gained great advantages during the reign of this 
king, who was killed about nine months afler he came 
to the crown by the conspiracy of his own people. A fter 
him succeeded Belshazzar, who is supposed to have been 
^andson to Nebuchadnezzar, and son to Evil-merodach. 
He was very young when lie ascended the throne, and of 
a dissolute turn of mind ; but his mother Nitocris, who 
ivas a woman of excellent understanding, and a mas. 
Guline spirit, whilst her son devoted himself entirely to 
his pleasures, undertook the principal part of the go- 
<Ternment, and did all that human prudence could sug- 
•^^t for the preservation of the kingdom. Nitocris used 
iier utmost endeavours to fortify the country against the 
Medians ; but Cjrrus made great progress in taking for. 
tresses, towns, and provinces : therefore the king of Ba« 
'bylon went into Lydia, and- there formed a considerable 
confederiicy by hiring auxiliary forces, over which he 
appointed Crcesus general, who went against the enemy; 
but Cyrus put him to flight, and he returned to Sardid, 
where the conqueror closely besieged hi;n, and afler a 
jshort time took the city, made him prisoner, and con- 
demned him to death, but was induced by compassion 
to spare his life. Cyrus was so successful in arms that he 
-conquered several other nations : and, having greatly 
' enlarged his dominions, again entered Assyria, and 
^marched on towards Babylon, that being the only place 
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!n the east which held out against him; and having 
overcome Belshazzaf in ai battle, he shut him up in his 
capital : this happened in the sixteenth year of Bel- 
shazzar's reign. The Babylonian empire was now draw« 
ing to a conclusion, and the Judgments of God were 
ready for execution. Before we proceed with the his- 
tory it will be proper to read some of the predictions 
concerning this remarl^able revolution. 

SECTION Llir. 

PREDICTIONS CONCERNING DABYLOK. 

From Jcr, Chap, li. 

Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will raise up against 
Babylon, and against them that dwell in the midst (^ 
them that rise up against me, a destroying wind ; 

And will send unto Babylon fanners that shall fan 
her, and shall empty her land ; for in the day of trou- 
ble they sh 11 be against her round about. 

Against him that bendeth let the archer bend hia 
bow, and against him that lifleth himself up in his 
brigandine : and spare ye not her young men : destroy 
ye utterly all her host. 

Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans* 
and they that are thrust through in her streets. 

For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his 
God, of the Lord of hosts; though th^r land was 
filled with sin against the Holy Oa,e of IsraeL 

Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every 
man his soul ; be. not cut off in her iniquity ; for this is 
the time of the Lord's vengeances he will render 
unto her a rec6mpence.. 

Ii\ those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the 
children of Israel shall come;, they and the children of 

4u4ah 
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Judah together, going and weeping : they shall go, and 
seek the Lord their God. 

They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces th!»» 
therward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the 
Lor d in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten. 

My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherd* 
have caused them to go astray, they have turned them 
a^vay on the mountains : they have gone from moun« 
tain to hill, they have forgotten their resting place. 

Ail that found them have devoured them: and their 
adversaries said, We offend not ; because they have 
sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice; 
even the Lord, the hope of their fathers. 

Remove out of the midst 6f Babylon, and go forth 
out of the lands of the Chakleans, and be as the he^ 
goats before the flocks. 

And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring 
forth out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed 
up : and the nations shall not flow together any more 
unto him : yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall. 

My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver 
ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Lord. 

And lest your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour 
that shall be heard in the land ; a rumour shall both 
come one year, and afler that in another year shall come 
a rumour; and violence in the land, ruler against ruler. 

Therefore, behbld, the days come that I will do 
judgment upon the graven images of Babylon : and 
her whole land sliall be confounded, and all her slain 
shall fall in the midst of her. 

Then tlie heaven and the earth, and all that is there- 
in, shall sing for Babylon : for the spoilers shall come 
unto her from the north, said the Lord. 

As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fallj so 
«t Babylon ehall full the slain of aU the earth. 

Ye 



Te th&t have escaped the sword, go away, stand not 
still : remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerusalea 
xom^ into ypur mipd* 

We are confounded^ because we have heard reproach; 
shame hath covered our faces : for strangers are come 
into the sanctuaries of the Lord's house. 

Wherefore* behold, the days come> saith the Loan, 
4hat I will do judgment upon her graven images, and 
. through all her land (he wounded shall groan. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

How gracious was the Lord, in thus giving intimi- 
tion of his designs, that his faithful people might escape, 
and not be involved in the ruin of Babylon ! From this 
circumstance it evidently appears, that their being sent 
into captivity was a mercy^ and that his chastisements of 
4hem difiered from judgments^ as being designed te 
mnend and not to destroy *■• In this manner God still 
continues to act towards his servants, correcting them 
like a tender father, only to make them fit objecti of 
Jus mercy and loving-kindness. 

SECTION LIV. 

-nOPBXCIKS RSLATINC TO THE FALL 07 BABTL02I. 

From Jer. Chap. 1, W.^-^Isaiah^ x^ xlvii. 

Foji I09 I will ratae^ and cause to come up againrt 
Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north 
iiaountry: and they shall set themselves in array against 
her: from thence heahall be taken: their arrows shall 
be as of a mighty expert man : none -shall return ia 
^axn* 

• ttiah xxvii. 7> &cw 

% And 
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And Chaldeft shall be a spoil ; ,all that spoil her sfaaH 
.be satisfied, saith the Load. 

Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye 
destroyers of mine heritage, because ye are grown fat, 
as the heifer at grass, and bellow as bulls ; 

Behold, I am against thee, O thou most proud, saith 
the Lord God of hosts: for thy days come, the tims 
that I will visit thee.. 

And the most proud shall stumble, and fall, and none 
•hall raise him up; and I will kindle a fire in the cities, 
and it shall devour all round about it. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The children of Is- 
niel and the children of Judah were oppressed toge- 
ther ; and all that took them captives held them fa^t ; 
they refused' to let them go. 

Their Redeemer is strong ; The Lord of hosts is his 
name ; he shall thoroughly plead their cause, that he 
may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants 
of Babylon. 

A swerd is upon the Chaldeans, saith the Loud, and 
upon the inliabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, 
and upon her wise men. 

A sword is upon the liars; and they shall dote: a 
sword is upon her mighty men, and ' they shall be dis- 
mayed. 

A sword is upon their horses, and upon, their 'cha- 
riots, and upon all the mingled people that are in the 
midst of her; and they shall become as women; a 
sword is upon her treasures ; and they shall be robbed. 

A drought is upon her waters ; and they shall be 
dried up : for it is the land of graven images, and they 
are mad upon their idols. 

Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild 
beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall 
^well therein: and k shall be no more inhabited for 

ever ; 
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ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation. 

An God overthrew Sodem and Gomorrah, and the 
neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord : so shall- no 
man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell 
therein. 

Behold, a people shall come from the north, and a 
great nation, and many kings shall be raised up from 
the coasts of the earth. 

They shall hold the bow and the lance : they are 
cruel, and will not shew mercy ; their voice shall roar 
like the sea, and they shall ride upon horses, every one 
put in array like a man to the battle against thee, Q 
daughter of Babylon. 

The king of Babylon hath heard the report of thcniy 
and his hands w^xed feeble ; anguish took hold of him. 

Behold, he shall come up like a lion, from theswell« 
ing of Jordan unto the habitation of the strong : but I 
will make them suddenly run away from her? and who 
is a chosen m^n, that I may appoint over her ? for who 
is like me ? and who will appoint me the time ? and 
who is that shepherd that will stand before me ? 

Therefore hear ye the council of the Lo&n that hi 
hath taken against Babylon, and his purposes that he 
hath purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: surely 
the least of the flock shall draw them out : surely he 
shall make their habitation desolate with them. 

At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth ii 
moved, and the cry is heard among the nations. 

Behold,. I will stir up the Medes against them, which, 
shall tiot regard silver ; and as for gold, they shall not 
delight in it. 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of 
the Chaldee's excellency, shall be as whpn God over- 
threw Sodom andQomorrah*. 
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I was Trrath with ray people,' I have polluted mine 
inheritance, and given them into thine hand : thou 
didst shew them no mercy ; upon the ancient hast thou 
Yery heavily laid thy yoke. 

And thou saidst» I shall be a lady for ever ;' so that 
thou didst not lay these . things to thy heart, neither 
didst remember the latter end of it. 

Therefore hear now this, that thou art given to plea* 
«.ures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart 
I am, and none else beside me ; I shall not sit as a wi- 
do\7, neither shall I know the loss of children* 

But these two things shall come to thee in a mo- 
ment, in one day : the loss of children and widowhood : 
they shall com^e upon thee in their perfection for the 
multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance 
of thine enchantments. 

Por thou hast trusted in thy wickedness : thou host 
laid, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge 
it hath perverted thee : and thou hast said in thine 
heart, I am, and none else besides me. 

Therefore shall evil come upon thee ; thou shalt not 
know from whence it riseth : and mischief shall fall 
upon thee ; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and 
desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou 
ihalt not know. 

Stand now with thine enchantments, and with th^e 
multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured 
from thy youth ; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, 
if so be thou mayest prevail. 

Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. 
Let now the astrologers, the star-gazers, the monthly 
prognosticators, stand up and save thee from these, 
things that shall come upon thee. 

Behold, they shall be as stubble ; the fire shall bum 
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thefB ; Ihejr shall Bot^^eliveT themselvet firom^e povet 
of the flame ; th«re shall not be a coal to wann at, nor 
lire to 8it before it. 

Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast 
bboure)^, even thy merchants from thy youth : they 
"fihall wander every one to his quarter ; none shall savs 
thee. 

' O thou that -dwellest upon many waters, abundant in 
treasures, thine end is come, and the. measure of thy 
covetousness. 

The LoiiB of hosts hath sworn by himself, saying. 
Surely I will fill thee with men as with caterpillars ; 
r and they shall lift up a shout against thee. 

He hath made the earth by his power, he hath esta- 
blished the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched 
out the heaven by his understanding. 

When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens ; and he causeth the vapours ts 
:ascend from the ends of the earth.: he maketh light* 
flings with rain, and bringeth forth the wini out of hii 
treasures. 

Every man is brutish by his knowledge : every found* 
«er is confounded by the graven image : for his moltei 
image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 

They are vanity, the work of eisrors : in the time of 
their -visitation they shall perish^ 
' And I will render unto Babylon, and to all the inha- 
bitants of .Chaldea, aH their evil that they have done 
in .Zion> in your sight, saith the Lord. 

Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, 
taith'the Lord, ^ich destroyest all the earth : and I 
will stretdh out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt 
mountain. 

Mi 



And they shall not take of thefe a ttone'for a comeiT) 
aor a stone for foundations ; but thou shalt be desolate 
ft>rever, saith the Lord. 

Though Babylon should mount up to heaveui and 
though she should fortify the height of her stt'engthf 
yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith tlie 
Lord. 

For thtis saith the Lcmn of hosts^ the God of Israel ; 
The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing-floor, it is 
time to thresh her : yet a little while^ and the time of 
her harvest shall come. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

lliese predictions are selected 6roin the propheciea.of 
Isiiali and Jeremiah: those of the first were written 
190 yenrs before the captinty of Judah, when the 
Medea were a very inconaideraUe people) forming only 
a {MTotince of the Assyrian onpke. 

We find from these prophecies^ that one prindpal 
csnse for which God determined to send such signal 
jodments on the Babylonians, was» that He foresaw 
they would abuse the power He should put into their 
handsy and insult over those whom he should still cou« 
uder as His people. This does not seem to have been 
the case so much under the first kings of Babylon, to 
whom the Jews were in subjection ; but it will appear 
to have been very particularly so in respject to the last 
who was suffered to reign. This, indeed, was not the 
only crime which the Lord foresaw the Babylonians 
woald be guilty of; Divine prescience perceived a 
number of others which would contribute to fill the 
nea^nre ef their iniquity, particularly that of idolatry. 
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SECTION LV. 

VIIE pnOPHETIC COMMANDS OF TITE LORD OF R0ST9 
CONCLRKING THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON. 

From Jeremiah^ Chap, 1, \u 

Put yourselves in array against Babylon round 
about: all ye that bend the bow shoot at her, spare no 
arrov^s: for she hath sinned against the Loud. 

Shout against her round about : she* hath given her 
hand : her foundations are fallen, her v/alls are throwa 
tlown : for it is the vengeance of the Lord : take ven- 
geance upon her; as she hath done, do unto her. 

Cut off the sower from Babylon, and him that hand- 
leth the sickle in the time of harvest : for fear of the 
oppressing sword they shall turn every one to his peo* 
pie, and they shall flee every one to his own land. 

Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against 
it, and against the inhabitants of Pekod ; waste and 
utterly destroy afler them, saith the Lord, and do ac« 
cording to all that I have commanded thee. 

The Lord hath opened his armoury, and hath 
brought forth the weapons of his indignation* : for this 
is the work of the Lord God of hosts in the land of 
the Chaldeans. 

Come against her from the utmost border, open her 
store-houses : cast her up as heaps, and destroy her ut* 
terly : let nothing of her be left. 

Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the 
slaughter : woe unto them ! for their day Is come, tb^ 
day of their visitation. 

Call together the archers against Babylon : all ye that 
bend the bow, camp against it round about ; let none 

thereof 
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thereof escape : recompense her according to her work ; 
according to all that she hath done, do unto her : foi* 
she had heen proud against the Lord, against the Holjr 
One of Israel, 

Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and 
all her men of jrar shall be cut off in that day, saith 
the Lord. 

Make bright the arrows ;. gather the shields : the 
Lord hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the 
Medes : for his device is against Babylon, to destroy it; 
because it is the vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance 
of his temple. 

Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon^ make 
the watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the 
ambushes ; for the Lord hath both devised and done that 
which he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon. 

Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet 
among the nations, prepare the nations against her, call 
together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Mini, and 
Ashchenaz ; appoint a captain against her, cause the 
hcrses to come up as the rough catcrpillers. 

Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the 
Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, 
and all the land of his dominion. 

And ^the land shall tremble and sorrow; for every 
purpose of the Lord shall be performed against Baby- 
lon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation without 
an inhabitant. 

The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight, 
they have remained in their holds ; their might hath 
failed, tliey became, as* women ; they have burned her 
dv^elling-places ; her bars are broken. 

One post shall run to meet another, and one.messen* 
ger to meet another, to shew the king of Babylon, that 
his city is takea at one end ; 

Ana 
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And that the pa88i^;Ga arre stopped, aod the reed» thef 
liave burned with fire, and the men of war are itfrighted. 

In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will 
make them drunken, that they may rejdice,. ssad sleep 
a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the Lord* 

I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, 
like rams with he-goats. 

And I will make drunk her princes^ and her wisQ 
men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men : 
and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, 
saith the king, whose name is The Lord of hosts. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; The, broad walk of 
Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates 
shall be burned with fire ; and the people shall labour 
in vain, and the folk in the fire ; and they shaii be 
weary. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

How awful it is to read these commands of the Lord 
of Hosts, to assemble the forces destined for his service 
in the destruction of Babylon I The description is ss 
lively, that it is needless to comment on it. 

The circumstances mentioned in this Section were 
literally fulfilled, as we shall shortly read. It will be. 
proper to recal the attention of the reader to Belshazr 
aar, whom we led closely besieged in Babylon, 

SECTION LVI. , 

THE REIGN OF BELSHAZZAR.. 

Fram Daniel^ Chap. v. 

Belsuazzar the king made a great feast to a thou- 
sand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 
Belshazzar, whilst he tasted the wine, commanded t» 

bring 
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bring the* galdea Rni silver vesseSs, wUch bk Atlier 
Nebuchadneszar had taken oul of the temple whicii^ 
was in Jerusalem: that the king, and his princes, hiV 
wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. 

Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken 
out o£ the temple o£ the house of God which was al 
Jerusalem ; and the king, and his princes, his wives, 
and his concubines, drank in them. 

Thej drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, aa4 
ofsilvefy of brass, of iron, of wood and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand 
aad wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister 
of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the 
part of the hand that wrote. 

Then. the king's countenance was changed, and hit 
thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loioi^ 
were loosed, and his knees smote one against another* 

The king cried out to bring in the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the sooth-sayers. And the king spake 
and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall 
read this writing, and shew me the interpretation there- 
of, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of 
gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 

Then came in all the king's wise men : but thej 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the 
king the interpretation thereof. 

Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and bis 
countenance was changed in him, and his lords were 
astonished. 

Now the queen by reason of the words of the king 
and his lords, came into the banquet-house : and the 
queen spake, and said, O king, live for ever : let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 

changed. 
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There is a nan in thy kingdom, in whom ts the ftpi* 
rit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father h'ght 
and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of ihe 
gods, was found in him ; whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father, the king, I say thy father, made 
master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 
soothsayers : 

Forasmuch as an excellent spirit and knowledge and 
understanding, interpretation of dreams, and shewing 
of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found 
in the same Daniel, whom the king named Beltesbaz- 
£ar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the 
interpretation. 

Ihen was Daniel brought in before the king. And 
the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that 
Danieh which art of the children of the captivity of Ju« 
dah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry. 

I have heard of thee that the spirit of the gods is in 
thee, and that light and understanding and excellent 
wisdom is in thee. 

And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been 
brought in before me, that they should read this writ- 
ing, and make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof; but they could not shew the interpretation of 
the thing. 

And I have heard of thee that thou canst make in- 
terpretations, and dissolve doubts : now if thou canst 
read the writing, and make known to me the interpre- 
tation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and 
have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the 
tliird ruler in the kingdom. 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let 
thy gifls be to thyself, and give thy rewards to an. 
other : yet I will read the writing unto the king, and 
luake known to him the interpretation thereof. 

O thoa 



O thou kingi the most high God gave Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father a kingdom^ and majesty, and gbiy, ' 
and honour : 

And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, 
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before 
him : whom he would he slew, and whom he would he 
kept alive, and whom he would he set up, and whom 
he would he put down. 

But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hard- * 
ened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, 
and they took his glory from him : 

And be was driven from the sons of men, and hit 
heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelHng was 
with the wild asses : they fed him with grass like o^en,- 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he 
knew that the most higb Ood Tuled in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

And thou, his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knowest all this : 

But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; 
and they have brought the vessels of his house before 
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and concubines 
have drunk wine in them, apd thou hast praised the 
gods of silver and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know : and the GOD in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified* 

Then was the part of the hand sent from him, and 
this writing was written. And this is the writing that 
was written; MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN, 

This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it, TEKEL, 
thou art weighed in the balances, and art found want- 
ing. PERES; thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians* 

VOL. !¥• K Then 
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':*Hien commaDtded Belshazzar, and they clothed Dt- 
iftiel with scarlety and put a chain of gold about his 
necky and made.a proclamation concerning him thatht 
^ahouid be the third ruler in the Jctogdom* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It has already been observed that Belshazzar^at 
/both a weak and a wicked prince, an'd.hoi certainly de- 
. served that character : for what wise king^would have 
been revelling and feasting, when his city and kingdom 
were on the very brink of ruio ? and what wickedness 
; ciftuld exceed^the sacrilegious acts be committed,* in 
profaning the sacred vessels in so contemptuous a man- 
ner ? ShQrt was the triun^ph of his impipus mirth 1 the 
senteuce of condemnation appeared in legible charac- 
ters, and struck his guilty mind with astonishmentand 
terror, even before he knew the purport of them. 

Daniel, it is: probable, (having received no -particular 
•command from the Lord to go to Belshazzar), Jcept at 
a distance from this scene of riot and profaneness ; per- 
haps he was gone to rest, or engaged ia prayer ; or he 
. might, though reckoned among the toise men^ stay away, 
aathe king sent only for iYvq magicians 9ndastrologers» 
.The queen, who entered the banqueting- room, was 
Nitocris, the king's mothery who was called gueen by 
way of eminence, because she ihad fbe management of 
the kingdom ; Belshazzar being so entirely ihattentive 
to i^, that he did not even know Daniel, though he was 
one of. the ministers, of state; but Nitocris, who con- 
stantly employed: him, knew him well ;> and perhiqps-, it 
was by hii advice, ibat she governed with so much 
wisdom and prudence, and preserved the kingdom to 
her son for so many years* 

5 fiBCnON 
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SECTION LVII. 

tHB VALL or BABtLOW. 

Fnm Isaiahy Chap, xlv, xlvi. — Jer. Chap, IL 

And the Lord, as he had promised, held the right 
hand of Cyrus to suhdue nations before him ; he went 
tefore him to break in pieces the gates of brass, and to 
cut in sunder the bars of iron. 

To give him the treasures of darkness, and hidden 
riches of secret places, that Cyrus might know, that 
the Lord who called him by his name was the Gob of 
Ivael. 

The Lord frustrated the tokens of the liars, and 
made diviners mad ; he turned wise men backward, 
and made their knowledge foolish. 

He confirmed the words of his servants, amd per« 
formed the counsel of his messengers. 

He said to the deep, Be dry, and dried up the river 
of Babylon. 

One post ran to meet another, and one messenger to 
meet another, to shew the king of Babylon, that his city 
was taken at one end. 

That ihe passages were stopped, and the reeds burnt 
with fire, and the men of war affrighted. 

The mighty men of Babylon forbore to fight, they 
remained in their strong holds, their might failed, they 
became as women. 

Her princes, her wise men, lier captains, and her 
rulers, were drunken ; they fell into a perpetual sleep, 
from which they never awaked, for the king whose 
name is the Lohd of Hosts had ordained it. 

The broad walls of Babylon were utterly broken, her 
high gates were burnt with fire, the people laboured in 
vain, and the folk in the fire, till they were weary. 
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for in that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans taken and slain. 

And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being 
about threescore and two years old. 

Bel bowed down, Nebo stooped; they could not de- 
liver their people, they themselves went into captivity. 

Come and sit down in the dust, O virgin daughter 
of Babylon, sit on the ground ; there is no throne, 
daughter of the Chaldeans : thou shalt no more be 
called tender and delicate. Thou shalt no more be 
called the Lady of Kingdoms * ! 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The foregoing Section is the prophetic account of 
the taking of the famous city of Babylon: no other 
history is given of it in sacred writ, nor Was there any 
other necessary, because there is no reasdn to doubt 
but that what the Lord had said should come to pass, 
actually did so : and indeed the completion of the pre- 
dictions of the prophets is strongly confirmed by the 
relations given by heathen authors. 

Herodotus and Xenophon, two ancient writers, in- 
form us that Cyrus found the siege of Babylon a very 
difficult work at first, for the walls were high and im- 
pregnable, the city was well furnished with men, and 
fully supplied with all kinds of provisions for twenty 
years, as they had a great deal of void ground within 
their walls, both for pasture and tillage ; and the inha- 
bitants, thinking themselves secure, defied and derided 

* It will be perceived that I have taken a liberty with the text 
in this Section ; but as it appears even from heathen anthont that 
the circumstances predicted bj the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiali 
wen literally falfilled, I thought there would be no impropriety 
in changing the tensei, so « t)» make tbem the historiaut of tins 
wonderful evcati 
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Cyrus from their bulwarks. . However he persisted for 
nearly two years, till at length gaining intelligence that 
A great annual festival was to be kept in Babylon, on 
which it was usual for the Babylonians to spend the 
whole night in drunkenness and riot, he thought it a 
proper time to surprise them, which he did, by break- 
ing down a dam that was between the river, and a fa- 
moos canal ; by which means he drained off the water, 
ao that the river soon became fordable, and two parties 
of soldiers marching by the channel of it, and finding 
the gates open, they entered and advanced to the pa- 
lace, where they slew the king. The inhabitants soon 
yielded to the conqueror, and Cyrus became master of 
the place, and thus concluded his conquests, after a 
war of twenty-one years. His victories were so ex- 
tensive, that his empire was the greatest that had ever 
been in Asia; and to the honour of Cyrus it is relatedf 
that he conquered still more by his humani^ and cour* 
tesy than by his sword. 

Thus ended the Babylonish empire, after it had con- 
tinued from the reign of Nabonassar 200 years, just 50 
years after Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Temple at 
Jerusalem. The head ofgoidf which Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamt of, was now broken to pieces, according to the 
prediction of Daniel * ; and the stoiie (cut out without 
hands) which smote it, became a great mountain, as he 
foretold. 

Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, aUowed him a joint 
title in the empire, and yielding him the first place of 
honour in it, though he was the principal agent under 
Divine Providence in obtaining it, Cyaxares accord- 
ingly was called King^ and distinguished by the name 
•f Darius the Median. 

* Daniel ii. 

K 9 After 
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After Cyrus, had settled his afl&irs in Bahylon, he 
. went to Persia ; and in his return through Media mar- 
ried the daughter of Darius the Median : Darius then 
accompanied him to Babylon; on their arrival, they 
took counsel together for the settling of the whole 
empircv 



SECTION LVIIL 

XISXOKY OP THE PERSIAN EMPIRE UNDER THE JOIKT 
GOVERNMENT OP OARIUS AND CYRUS. 

From Dan, Chap, vi, 

Jt pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hun- 
43red and twenty princes which should be over the 
whole kingdom ; -* 

And over these three presidents ; of whom Daniel 

was first: that the princes might give iiccouiU& uflto 

••• 

Inem, and the king should have no damage. 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents 
*tnd princes, because an excellent spirit was in bim ; 
tttd the king thought to set him over the whole realm. 

Hien the presidents and princes sought to find occa« 
fion against Daniel concerning the kingdom ; but thej 
could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he 
was faithful, neither was there any error or &ult found 
in him. 

Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion 
against this Daniel, except we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of bis God. 

Then these presidents and princes assembled toge- 
ther to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, 
Jive for ever. 

All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, 
and the princes* the counsellors^ and the captains, bate 

consulted 



J 
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Consulted together to establish a royal statute, and W 
make a finn decree, that whosoever shall ask a petitioA 
of any g^d or man for thu'l^y day^, save of thee^ O king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions. 

Now O king, <establish the decree, and sign the. writ- 
ing, that it be not changed, according to the law of th« 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and tha 
decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was sign- 
ed^- he went into his house : and . his windows being 
open in his chamber towards Jerusalem, he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed anji gava 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 

Then these men assembled, find found Daniel pray- 
ing aiA making supjplication before his Gox)t 

Then they came near, and spake before the king 
concerning the king's decree. Hast thou not signed a 
decree that every man that shall ask a petition of any 
god or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, 
Aall be cast into the den of lions ? The king answered 
and said. The thing is true, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 

Then answered they and said before the king. That 
Daniel which is of the children of the captivity of Ju- 
dah, regardethnot thee, O king, nor the decree that thou 
hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore 
displeased with himself, and he set his heart on Daniel 
to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of 
the sun to deliver him. 

Then these men assembled unto the king, and said 
unto the ^ king, Know, O king, that the law of the 
Medes and Persians is, that no decree nor statute wbioh 
the king establisheth may be changed. 

&4 Then 
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Then the ling commanded, and they brought Da- 
niel, and cast him into the den of Jions. Now the king 
spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou 
servest continually he will deliver thee. 

And a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth 
of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet, 
and with the signet of his lords ; that the purpose might 
not be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the 
night in fasting: neither were instruments of music 
brought before him, and his sleep went from him- 

Then the king arose very- early in the morning, and 
went in haste unto the den of lions. 

And when he came to the den, he cried with a la- 
mentable voice unto Daniel; and the king spake and 
said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is 
thy God whom thouservest continually, able to deliver 
thee from the lions ? 

Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 

My God hath sent his angel and hath shut the boss 
aaoutha^ that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as 
before him in^ocency was found in me ; and also be« 
fore thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and com- 
manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner 
of hurt was found upon him because he believed in his 

G0D« 

And the king commanded, and they brought those 
men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into 
the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives: 
and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all 
their bones in pieces, or ever they came to the bottom 
«f the den. 

TheA king Darius wrote uoto all the people, nations, 

and 
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and languages, that direU in all the earthy Peace be 
multiplied unto you. 

I make a decree, that in every dominion of my king- 
dom, men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel ; 
for he is the living God, and steadJESut for ever, and his 
kingdom that which shall never be destroyed, and his 
dominion shall be even unto the end. 

He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs 
and wonders in heaven and In earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions. 

So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and 
in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Daniel was renowned throughout the east country 
for his wisdom ; and. having great experience, he was 
certainly a very proper person for the high office to 
which he was appointed. He had been employed full 
ttxty-fiye years as prime minister under the kings of 
Babylon : the high station of chief of the presidents 
placed him next to the king in dignity. Cyrus was 
f one to settle some affairs in Syria when the cruel plot, 
related in this Section, was concerted against Daniel. 

It is pleasing to read, that Daniel's inflexible honesty 
and faithful service, met with a proper reward. The 
reason which Darius gave for pladng him in a post of 
distinction, reflects honour on himself as. well as on 
DanieL 

But we find that even the extraordinary merit of this 
^ood prophet could not secure him from that envy 
which is usually the attendant of favourites. Unable 
to bear the lustre of his superior merit, and impatient 
to obtain for themselves the honours which were so 
liberally bestowed on him, the courtiers determined to 
^atch for an opportunity of bringing him into disgrace 

K 5 with 
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with bis sorereign. But no just ground of complunt 
could they find ; they therefore made his piety a snare, 
and so far obtained their wicked ends as to get the 
king to sign a decree which they had no doubt would 
effect his ruin. 

Darius suffered his pride to prevail on him to adopt 
a measure, which he certainly ought on many accounts 
to have rejected. 

** Had Daniel regarded the dictates of worldly poli- 
cy, he would have peaceably acquiesced in the orders 
of the court, paid the expected homage to his sovereign, 
and defeated the designs of his enemies. Or had he 
listened to the whimpers of timidity and cowardice, he 
would have retired from the public eye, and formed 
some pretence for not appearing before the king, and 
have contented himself with worshipping his Goo in 
secret. But the holy prophet was too sincere and zea- 
lous n servant of the Most High God to be capable of 
deserting his cause in the hour of danger; or to pay 
divine honours to a mortal like himself. No sooner 
did he know that the writing was signed, than he went 
in Ivis house,, and offered his petitions to the King of 
KINGS, as he was. accustomed to do. What an excel- 
lent example has this good prophet lelt us, to maintain 
a steady determination^ whenever our situation requires 
it, to sacrifice ease, profit, and honour, and even life 
• ii^ 2\{y io pnticiple ; and what encouragement to do so 
mny we derive from his miraculous deliverance ! 

'^ We need not fear that we shall be losers upon the 
Tvhole by a faithful adherence to religious duties; for, 
though miraculous interpositions are not to be expected 
at present, virtue will yet meet its reward. It may pos- 
sibly in some cases expose us te ridicule and reproach, 
nay even to danger ; yet let us not be dismayed. The 
yii tuous mai) has that mthin which will sustain him 

under 
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under the severest shack of affliction, render him impe- 
netrable to the sharpest darts of malice, and enable him 
to look at threatening death without dismay. The vir- 
tuous man has an Ahnighty Patron, who will not suffer 
his enemies finally to triumph over him; a faithful 
guardian who will protect him in the hour of darkness^ 
guide him through the vale of death, and hereafler 
bring forth his righteousness as the light, and his judg- 
ment as the noon-day." 

It is remarkable that, by means of Daniel, Darius 
was made acquainted with the supremacy of the Lord 
God, and there is reason to suppose that Cyrus received 
intimation of divine truths by the same chsLnnel^ff^^^ 

SECTION LIX. i^; J 



DANIEL'S VISION OF THE FOUR BEA.StB^^'^ 



^-:^^' 



From Daniel f Chap. vii. 
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel 
had. a dream and visions of his head upon his bed : then 
he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. 

Daniel spake, and said, I saw in my vision by night, 
and behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon 
the great sea. 

And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse 
one from another. 

The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings : and 
I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was 
lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet 
&s a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 

And behold, another beast, a second like to a bear, 
And it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs 
in the mouth of it between the teeth of it : and they 
said thus unto it, Arise, devour much fiesh. 
^ After this I beheld, and lo, another like a leopard, 
whieh had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the 
beast bad also four beads ; and dominion was given to it. 

M,6 After 
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After this I aaw in the night Tisions, and behold, a 
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed- 
ingly; and it had great iron teeth; it devoured aud 
brake in pieces and stamped the residue with the feet 
of it : and it was diverse from all the beasts that were 
before it, and it had ten horns* 

I considered the horns; and behold, there came up 
among them another little horn, beforeaf whom there 
were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots; 
and behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a 
n^an, and a mouth speaking great things. 

I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the inidst of my 
body, and the visions of my head troubled me* 

I came near unto one of them that stood by, and 
asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and 
made me know the interpretation of the things. ' 

These great beasts, said he, which are four, are four 
kings, which shall arise out of the earth. 

But the saints of the most High shall take the king- 
dom and possess the kingdom for ever, «ven for ever 
and ever. 

Then I would know the truth of the fourth beait, 
which was diverse from all the others exceeding dread- 
ful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass: 
which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the reii« 
due with his feet. 

And thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth 
kingdom upun earth, which shall be diverse from all 
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, ao^ shall 
tread it down, and brake it in pieces. 

And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings 
that shall arise. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
By these revelations God had 'manifested to the world, 
^hat grandeur, empire, and glory, are His: that Hebe- 
stows 
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staws them on whomsoever He pleases^ and withdraws 
them in like manner, to punish the abuse of them. We 
ako learn from these revelations,, that God's design in 
subjecting states to such astonishing revolutions is to 
teaeh men that they are in His presence as nothing : 
that He is alone the Most High, the Eternal King, 
the Sovereign Arbiter, who acts as He pleases^ with 
supreme pow& both in heaven and earth. 

''God, to make these important truths still more 
sensible, shewed to Daniel in a vision four dreadful 
beasts, rising from a vast sea, in which the four winds 
combat together with fury. Under these symbols he 
r^resents to the prophet the origin, the characteristics, 
and fall, of the four great empires which were to go- 
vern the world successively. 

**'The prophet then related more particularly the 
character of each of these empires. Afler having re« 
presented the empire of the Babylonians under the 
image of a lion, and that of the Modes and Persians 
under the form of a bear, greedy of prey, he draws the 
picture of the Grecian monarchy under the image of a 
spotted leopard, with four heads and four wings ; the 
B^oman empire is then described under the image of a 
fourth beast, exceeding dreadful, with ten horns, and 
great iron teeth, stamping and devouring all before it." 
The histories of these nations shew that these symbols 
exactly agreed with them *» 

« 

SECTION LX. 

DANIEL'S PRAYER FOR THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL. 

From Danielf Chap* ix. 
In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of 

. '* Rollin's Auelent History, 
' 6 ' " the 
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the leed of the Medet, which was made king (Mrer the 
realm of the Chaldeans ; 

In the first year of his reign, I Daniel, understood by 
books the number of the years whereof the Word of the 
XiORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would ac- 
Goinplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalenit 

And I set my face unto the Lord God to seek by 
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, 
and ashes : 

And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my 
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love 
him, and to them that keep his commandments ; 

We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by depart- 
ing from thy precepts and from thy judgments* 

Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the pro- 
phets, which spake it) thy name to our kings, our priQcet> 
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

O Lo rd, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto 
us confusion of faces, as at this day : to the men of Ju« 
dah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all 
Israel, that are nca^, and that are afar off, through all 
the countries whither thou hast driven them because of 
their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. 

O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our 
kings, jto our princes, and to pur fathers, because we 
have sinned agajnst thee. 

To the Lor d our God belong mercies and foigive- 
nesses, though we have rebelled against him ; neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to 
walk in his laws which he set before us by his servants 
the prophets. 

Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law> even by de- 
parting 
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parting that they tnight not obey thy voice: therefore 
the curse is poured upon usi and the oath that is written 
in the law of Moses, the servant of God^ because we 
have sinned against him. 

And he hath confirmed his words which he spake 
agttnst ns, and against our judges that judged us, by 
bringing upon us a great evil : for under the whole 
heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon 
Jerusalem* 

As it is written in the law of Moses, kll this evil is 
come upon us ; yet made we not our prayer before the 
Loan our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and understand thy truth. 

Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and 
brought it upon us : for the Lord our God is righteous 
in all his works which he doeth : for we obeyed not hit 
voice. 

And now, O Lord our Gon, that hast brought thy 
people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty 
hand, and hast gotten the renown as at thi^ day ; we 
have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

O hon D, according to all thy righteousness, I be- 
seech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away 
froRi thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain : because 
for our fflns and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jeru- 
salem and thy people are become a reproach to all that 
are about us. 

Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy 
servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to 
shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the 
Loan's sake. 

O my God, incline thine ear, and'^hear; open thine 
eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which h 
called by thy name: for we do not present our suppli- 
cations 
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«atioiui before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thj 
great mercies. 

O Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive; O LoaD, hearken 
and do; defer not, for thine own sake» O my God: 
far thy city and thy people are called by thy name. 

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and con- 
fessing my sin, and the sin of my people Israel, and 
presenting my supplication before the Lord my God 
for the holy mountain of my God ; 

Yea whiles . I was speaking in prayer, even the man 
Gabriel whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, 
being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time 
#f the evening oblation. 

And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, 
O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and 
understandii]^. 

At the beginning of thy supplications the command- 
ment came forth, and I am come to shew thee : for thou 
art greatly beloved : therefore understand the matter, 
and consider tlie vision. 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconcilisttion for 
jiniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy. 

Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the conunandment to restore and to build Jtf u- 
/»alem unto Messiah the prince shall be seven weeks, 
and threescore and two weeks the street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times. r 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be 
cut off, but not for himself; and the people of the 
jprince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 

saiictuary; 
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sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
And he shall confirm the covenant with many for 
one week : and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the ever- 
spreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolate. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Daniel computing that the seventy years of Judah's 
captivity, foretold by Jeremiah, were now drawing to a 
conclusion, offered the foregoing prayer for their rests- 
ratibn. In reward for his piety, the Lord graciously 
vouchsafed to reveal to him by the Angel Gabriel,^ his 
purposes respecting the durationof the Jewish state after 
the restoration. This prophecy relates to the Messiah^ 
and will be explained in a following part of the history. 

About two years after Daniel's miraculous deliver- 
ance from the den of lions, Darius died, and Cambyses, 
king of Persia, being also dead, Cyrus returned, and 
took upon him the government of the whole Persiaa 
tmpire. 

SECTION LXI. 

THB COJrriNUATION OF THE REI6K OF CYaUS — THE 
JISTURN OF THE CAPTIVE JEWS TO JERUSALEM. 



From Ezra, Chap^ i, ii. 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be iblfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king 
«f Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persi8| the Lord God of 

heavea 
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heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the eartfa ; 
and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jeru- 
salem, which iiin Judah. 

Who is there among ^you of all his people ? his Goo 
is with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in 
Judahy and build the house of the Lord God of Israel 
(he is the God) which is in Jerusalem. 

And whosoever remaineth in any place where he^so- 
journeth, let the men of his place help him with silver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, besides 
the free-will-offering for the house of God that is in Je- 
rusalem. 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Benjamin^ and the priests and the Levitesi with aP 
them whose spirit God had raised to go up, to boild 
the hou9e of the Lord which is in Jetusulem* 

And all they that were abo>*t taem strengthened their 
hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and 
with beasts, and with precious things, besides all that 
was willingly offered. 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the 
house of the Loud, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house 
of his gods ; 

Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth bj 
the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered 
them unto Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 

All the vessels of gold, and of silver, were five thou- 
sand and four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the captivity that were brought 
Atp from Babylon unto Jerusalem. 

Now these are the children of the province that weot 
tip -out of the captivity, of those which had been carried 
away, whom Nebuchadnezzar tlie king of Uabylon hdd 
.carried away unto Babylon, an4 came again unto Jeru- 

safem 
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miem and Judab^ every one unto his city ; which came 
with Zerubbabel : Jcshua, Nehemiahy Seraiab, Re^aiali, 
Mordecaiy Bilshan» Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah* 

The whole congregation together was forty and two 
thousand three hundred and threescore. 

Besides their servants and their maids, of whom there 
were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven ; 
and there were iimcH^ them two hundred singing-men 
and singing-women. 

Their horses were seven hundred thirty and six : 
their mules; two hundred forty and five ; their camels, 
four hundred thirty and five ; their asses, six thousand 
•even hundred and twenty. 

And some of the chief of the fatlilers, when they camtt 
tothe^ouse of the Lord which is at Jerusalem, offered 
freely for the house of God to set it up in his place* 

They gave after their ability unto the treasure of the 

w'oric, tareescor« miu one tnousand-drams of gold, a&4 
five ^ousand pounds of silveri.and one hundred priests 
garments. 

So the priests and the Levites, and some of the^eo* 
pie, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethi- 
nims', dwell in their cities, and all Israel in their cities. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The seventy years captivity was now expired, and we 
RJny conclude, that the decree of Cyrus in favour of the 
Jews was obtained by Daniel ; who to induce the king 
to grant his request, it is likely had shewn him the prb- 
phecy of Isaiah, in which he is expressly named, one 
hundred and fifty years before he was born *. It is alsd 

*■ Isaiah xlW, xlir» 

probable 
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pf^baMe, that Cyrus, wben he bslw in his journey into 
. Syria so large a country as Judea lying waste and deso- 
late, was moved with a desire to people it, and thought 
none «o propw as its former inhabitants. 

As soon as Cjrrua had issued his decree, we find num« 
bers of Jews assembled ; their chief leaders were Zerub* 
babel the son of Salathiel, the son of Jehoiachin king of 
Judah, and Jeshua the son of Jozadek the high'priest 
Not only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but rem- 
jiants of the ten tf ibes who had been carried away by 
Tiglath-Pileser, Shalmanezar, and Essar-haddon, still 
retained the worship of God ^ these, therefore, gladly 
took advantage of Cyrus's decree, for it extended not 
te JuPAH only, but to all the house of Israei.. 

SECTION LXIL 
tsoNCLimioiir av thx rbign or cyrvs — xme rouv* 

PATIOM 09 THB TJiMPLS I.AID AT JKBUSAIiBM. 

From Ezra, Chap, uu 

And when the seventh month was come, and the 
diihlren of Israel were in the cities, die people^thered 
themselves together as one man to Jerusalem. 

. Then stood up Jeshua the son oi Jozadek, and his 
bretlir^i the priests, and Zerubbabel the sen of Shtal- 
tiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the Got) 
of Israel, to offer bumt-ofierings thereon, as it is writ- 
ten in the law of Moaes the man of Goo. 

And they set the altar upon bis bases ; (for fear wai 
i;^an them because of the people of those countries:) 
and they offered burnt-offerings thereon iwto the LoRi>t 
even hurnt-offeriags morning and evening. 

They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is writ- 
ten, and offiired th^ daily bumit-offerittgii by number, 

accerdinf 
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aecordfitg to the cuitoai, sb the ditijr of erety daj re* 
quired: 

And afbenrard offered the continual bumt-o^ring, 
both of the nev moons and of all the set feasts of the 
LoRDi that were consecrated ; and of every one that 
willingly oflfered a free-wili-offisring unto the Lord* 

From the first day of the serenth month began they 
to offer burnt-offisrings unto the Lord. But the foun- 
dation of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid. 

They gave money also unto the masons, and to the - 
carpenters ; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them 
of Sidon, and to them of * Tyre, -to bring cedar trees 
from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa ; according to the 
grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of their coming unto the 
house of Goo at Jerusalem, in the second month,l>egan 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadek, and the remnant of Uieir brethren, the priests 
and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the 
captivity unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Levites, 
from twenty years old and upwards, to set forward the ' 
work of the house of the Lord. * 

Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, 
Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah together, to 
set forward the workmen in the house of Goo : the 
sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the 
Levites. 

And when the builders laid the foundation of the - 
Temple of the Lord, they set the priests in their appa* 
rel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph ' 
with qymbals to praise the Lord, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel. 

And they sung together by course, in praising and 
giving thaaks> unto the Lord; because he is'good, for 
bis iDSvey endureth for ever towards Israel. And all 

the 



( 21* ) 

the people shouted with a great shout when they praisel 
the Lord, becaase the foundation of the house^f the 
I^oKn was laid. 

. But many of the priests and Levites, and chief nf 
the fathers, who were ancient men that had seen the 
first house, when the foundation of this house was laid 
before their eyes, wept with a loud voice ; and many 
ahouted aloud for joy* 

So that the people could not dncem the noise of the 
•hout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the peo« 
pie : for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the 
Bpise was heard afar off. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It required time to collect materials for the building, 
and engtige workmen ; therefore the first year was em* 
ployed in these necessary preparations; but early in the 
second, the foundation of the temple was laid, which 
was done with great solemnity. It is supposed, thai 
during the time that the Temple was building, a Ta- 
bernacle was set up as in the days of David. 

While the Jews were carrying on the work, the Sa- 
maritans, who were planted in several cities of Israel in 
the room of the Israelites, whom Shalmanezar, king of 
Assyria, carried away captive, desired to join with them 
in the work ; but neither the governors nor chiefs of tha 
faaailies of Israel would consent, being apprehensive that 
tl«ey were no better than* id61aters, notwithstanding 
they professed to worship the 6on of Israel. This re- 
fusal exasperated the Samaritans, who did their utmost 
to obstruct the work ; and though they could not alter 
the decree of Cyrus, yet, by bribing his ministers, ihey, 
in a great measure, defeated its effect ; so that for se- 

ventf 



( «15 > 

Yerdjeftrs'the building went on but ilowly. Theisaf 
disputes gave rise to that enmity which afterwards sub- 
sisted between the Jews and the Samaritans. 

It is supposed^ tliat on this occasion Daniel gave him- 
self up to prayer, and had some of thos6 wonderful vi- 
rions which are found among hi^ prophecies ; and it is 
thought he died soon afler. The character of this good 
man is fully displayed in the account of his life ; from 
whence it appears, that he was universally esteemed and 
renowned for his amiable disposition ; that he devoted 
his heart to God in his youth, and obtained the blessiiig^ 
of the Lord, who, from a captive, made him a prince^ 
and distinguished him with his divind favour to the last. 

The Jews having lost a powerful advocate in the Per" 
Hian coUrt, by the death of Daniel, their enemies took 
advantage of them, and succeeded in «ome of their de- 
signs against them ; but as the people were able to 
work, and had the assistance of the Zidonians in respect 
to labour and materials, they proceeded, though not 
with such expedition as they would have done if the 
decree of the king of Persia had been allowed to have 
its full influence. 

In the seventh year afler the restoration of the Jews, 
their great benefactor Cyrus died, having reigned from 
his first taking on him the command of the Persian and 
M-edian armies, thirty years ; from his taking of Baby- 
lon,^nine years : and from being sole monarch of the 
£^t afler the death of his uncle Darius, seven yearsj 
at the time of his death he was seventy years old. It 
is said of this prince that, when on his death-bed, he 
called his family and friends about him, and expressed 
his hope of the immortality^ of the soul •, 

* BoUio's Ancient Hist«r^. 

We 
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We hare seen the full completion of the propheciei 

respecting the Babylonian empire. Let us now read 
what Daniel particularly foretold respecting the great 
monarchies which were to succeed it. 

SECTION LXIU^ 

EXTRACTS TROM THE PROPHECY 07 DANIEC. 

From Chap, x* 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a thing 
was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Bel« 
teshazzar ; and the thing was true, but the time ap- 
pointed was long : and he understood the thing, and 
had understanding of the vision. 

In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. 

I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine 
in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till 
three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

And in the four and twentieth day of the firsft monthi 
as I was by the side of the great river which is Hidde* 
kel ; then I lift up mine eyet^ and looked, and behold, 
a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins w^re gird-^ 
ed with fine gold of Uphaz : 

His body also was like the beryl, and his face as tlie 
appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire» 
and his arms and his feet like in colour tp polished brass, 
and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 

And I Daniel alone saw the vision : for the men that 
were with me saw not the vision ; but a grqat quaking 
fell upon them, so that they fied to hide themselves. 

Therefore I was leift alone, and saw this great vision, 
and there remained no strength in me : for my comeli- 
ness was turned in me into, corruption, and I retained 
no strength. 

Yet 
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• Yet heard I the voice of his words : and wlien I hedrd 
the voice of his s words, then was I in a deep sleep on 
mj face, and my face toward the ground. 

And beholdj an hand touched me, which set me upon 
my kneesy and uppn the palms of my hands. 

And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly be- 
loved, uuderstand.the words that I speak unto thee, and 
stand upright ; for unto thee am I now sent. And when 
he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling* 

Then «aid he unto me. Fear not, Daniel : for from 
the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under* 
stand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and I am come for thy words. 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood 
me one and twenty days : but lo, Michael one of the 
chief princes came to help me ; and I remained theire 
with the kings of Persia. 

Kpw I am come to bake thee understand what shall 
befal thy people in the latter da3'^s^; for yet the vision is 
for many days. 

And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set 
my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. 

And behold, one like the similitude of the sons of 
men touched my lips : then I opened my mouth, and 
spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my 
lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and 
I have retained no strength. . 

For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this 
my lord i for as for me, straightway there remained no 
strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 

Then there came again and touched me one like the 

appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, and said, 

<0 man greatly beloved, fear not ; peace be unto thee ; 

be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken 
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unto me, I was strengthened, and said. Let mj lord 
speak ; for thoa hast strengthened me. 

Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto 
thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of 
Persia ; and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of 
Grecia shall come. 

But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scrip- 
ture of truth : and there is none that holdeth with me 
in these things but Michael your prince. 

Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I 
itood to confirm and to strengthen him. 

And now will I shew tliee the truth, Behold, there 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia, and the fourth 
shall be far richer than they all : and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm 
of Grecia. 

And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule 
with great dominion, and do according to his will. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

From the description given of the glorious person 
who appeared to Daniel, we may judge that He could 
be no other than the Lord God. From these pro* 
phecies we may judge, that He was at all titpes the 
image of the invisible God, though concealed from mor- 
tal eyes, on account of the unwortbiness of mankind to 
behold Him. How graciously did the Loud encourage 
and strengthen Daniel, assuring him also, that he or- 
dered all things, though the wonders of His providence 
were concealed beneath the veil of natural causes. The 
prophecies in this Section were gradually completed. 

After Cyrus, the founder of the Persian empire, there 
were twelve successive monarchs,CAMBYS£s, Smerdu 
Magus, DAftius, Hystaspes, Xerxes the first, Ar- 

TAXBRXBS 
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TAX ERxEsLo^GiM ANUS, Xerxes the sccond, SOODK- 
ANUs» Darius Nothus, Artaxerxes Mnemon, Ar- 
TAxsaxEs OcHus, AKsssy and Darius Codomahus; 

We will now go back to the history of the Jews after 
the death of Cyrus, under the reign of his son Cam- 
byses. 

Cambtsbs being of a very different disposition front 
his father, the enemies of the Jews addressed themselves 
to him, in order to prevail with him to stop the build* 
ing of the Temple ; but it seems he had too much re- 
spect for the memory of his father to be induced pub^ 
licly to revoke his decree ; however, he defeated in • 
great measure the design of it, by several discourage*- 
ments, so that it went on very slowly in his days. 

The next king was Smxrdis, wha is called in Scrip* 
ture Artaxerxes, As soon as he was settled on the 
throne, the Samaritans endeavoured to prejudice hitgi 
against the Jews, as related in the following Section^ 



SECTION LXIV. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS AKD SiAMAaiTA^S 
DURItrO THE REIGNS OF AUTAXEftXEIS 
ANP DARIUS HYSTASFES. 

From Ezra, Chap, iv. v. vi« 

Akd in the days of Artaxerxes, the Samaritans wrote 
letters unto the king. This i$ the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto Artaxerxes the 
king ; Thy servants the men on this side the river and 
at such a time. 

Be it known unt^ the king, that the Jews whicV 
came up from thee to us are come unto Jerusalem, 
building the rebellious and the bad city, and have sjgf 
up fb^ watts therd9f| and joined the foundations. 

1 2 Be 
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Be it Imown now unto the king, that it iliis city be 
buildedy and the walls set up again, then will they nol 
pay tolly tribute, and custom ; and so wilt thou en* 
^amage the revenue of the kings. . 

Now because we have maintenance from the king's 
palace, and it was not meet for us to see the king's dis« 
honour; therefore have we sent and certified the king, 

That search may be made in the book of the records 
«f t)iy fathers : so shalt thou find in the book of the 
records, and know that this city is a rebellious city, 
and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they 
liave moived sedition within the same of old time : for 
which cause was this city destroyed. 

We certify the king, that if this city be builded again, 
and the walls thereof set up, by this means thou shalt 
luive no portion on this side of the river. 

Then sent the king this answer : The letter which ye 
sent unto us hath been plainly read before me. 

And I commanded, and search hath been made, and 
it is found that this city of old time hath made insur- 
rection against kings, and that rebellion and sedition 
have been made therein. 

There have been mighty kings also over Jerusalen, 
which have ruled over all countries beyond the river ; 
and toll, tribute and custom, was paid unto them. 

Give ye now commandment to cause these men to 
cease, and that this city be not builded, until another 
commandment shall be given from me. 

Take heed now that ye fail not to do this ; why 
should damage grow to the hurt of the kings ? 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes' letter was 
read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe, and thdr 
companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto 
the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. 

ANNOTA 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Artaxerxes continued but eight months on the 
throne. After his death, Darius, the son of Hystaspety 
a noble Persian, who had followed Cyrus in al^his wars,^ 
was raised to the throne. Although by the death of 
Artaxerxes, his edict for stopping the building of the 
Temple was now at an end, yet the Jews, neglecting 
to resume the work. Go d smote the land with barren^ 
ness : but in the second year of Darius, they were in* 
Ibrmed by the prophet Haggai of the cause of thia 
judgment, and exhorted to their duty. 



SECTION LXV. 

THB PROPHECY OF HAGGAI* 

From Chap, i, ii. 

In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth 
month, in the first day of the month,, came the word of 
the Loud by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubabbel the 
son of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Josedech tlie high priest, saying; 

Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This peo-^ 
pie say. The time is not come, the time that the' 
Lord's house should be built. 

Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai tlie' 
prophet, saying, Is it time for 'you, O ye! to dwell in* 
your cieled houses, and this house lie waste ? 

Now therefore thus saith the Lord of host»; Consi-- 
der your ways. 

Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build' 
the house ; and I will take pleasure in it, and I yfiW be 
glorified^. saith the Lord. 
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Ye looked for tnucb, and lo, it came to little ; and 
when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Whj/ ? 
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that 
is waste, and ye run every man into his own house. 

Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, 
and the earth is stayed from her fruit. 

And I called for a drought upon the land, and. upon 
the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new 
wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground 
foringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and 
upon all the labour of the hands. 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua 
the son of Josedech the high priest, with all the rem- 
nant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their 
God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the 
Lord their God had sent him ; and the people did 
fear before the Lord. 

Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the 
Lor d'b message unto the people, saying, I amwidi 
you, saith the Lord. 

And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubabbel 
the son of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and the ^irit 
of Joshua the son of Josedech the high priest, and the 
spirit of all the remnant of the people ; and they came 
and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts their 
God ; 

In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in 
the second year of Darius the king. 

In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day 
of the month, came the word of the Lord by the pro 
phet Haggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubabbel the 
son of Shealtiel governor of Judab, and to Joshua tlie 
gon of Josedech the high priest, and to tlie residue of 
^he people, saying, 

Who is left among you that saw this house in her 

first 
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first glory ; and how do ye see it now ? is it not in your 
eyes in comparison of it as nothing ? 

Yet DOW be strong, O Zerubbabe}, saith the Loud ; 
and be strong, O -Jobhua son of Josedech the high 
priest : and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith 
the Loud, and work: for I am with you, saith the 
Lord of hosts: 

According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when ye came out of Egypt^ so my spirit remaineth 
among you : fear ye not. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Yet once, it is a 
little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, 
and the sea, and the dry land; 

And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come : and I will fill this house with glory, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than 
of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this 
place will I give peace, tiuith the Lord of hosts. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This prophecy is in such very plain language, that it 
needs no comment. One thing, however, is particularly 
worthy of observation, viz. that those pious people, 
whose zeal for the honour of the Lord made them melt 
into tears when they recollected the splendor of the 
former Temple were comforted with an assurance, that 
the glory of the second Temple should exceed that of 
the first. The accomplishment of this prophecy will be 
shewn in a future part of this history. 
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SECTION LXVI. 

PART OF THE PaOPHECIES OF- ZECHARIAK AN* 

HAGGAI. 

From Zech. Chap. L^-^Hag. Chap, i, ii. 

In the eighth month, in the second year of Dariut, 
came the word of the Loao unto Zechariah the son of 
Barachjah, the son of Iddo the prophet, sa} ing, The 
Lord hath been sore displeased wkh your fathers. 

Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts ; Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts 
and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Be not as your fathers unto whom the former pro- 
phets have cried, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil 
doings ; but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, 
saith theXoRD. 

Your fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do 
they live for ever ? 

But my words and my statutes, which I commanded 
my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of 
your fathers ? and they returned, and. said. Like as 
the Lord of hosts thought to do unto us, according to 
our ways and according to our doings, so hath he dealt 
with us. 

In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, 
in the second year of Daiius^ came the word of the 
Lord by Haggai, the prophet, saying, Thus saith the 
Loud of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the 
law, saying, If one bear hol}^ flesh in the skirt of his 
garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, 
or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy ? And the 
priests answered and said, No. 

Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead 

body 
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body touch any of these, shall be unrclean ?' And th'&' 
priest^ answered and said. It shall be undean. 

Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, . 
and so is^this nation before me, saith the Lordt, and so 
is every work of their hands : and that which they offer 
tiiereis unclean. 

And now, I pray you, consider from this day and up^ 
ward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the; 
temple of the Lord. 

Since thpse days where when one came to an heap of' 
twenty* measures, there were but ten: when one came- 
to the press-fat for to draw fifty vessels out of. the press,, 
there were but twenty* 

I smote you with blasting,, and with mildew^, andl 
with hail, in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turn?' 
ed not to me, saith the Lord. 

Consider now from this day and upward, from the 
four and twentieth day of the ninQi month, even from^ 
the day that: the foundation of the Lord^s temple was; 
laid, consider it. 

•Is the seed yet' in the barn \ yea, as yet the vine> and: 
the fig-tree,, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree,, 
hath not brought forth: from this day will L bless ; 

you* 

And again the word of the Lord came untolfaggai.' 
in tlie four and twentietli day of the month, saying,. 
Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judali,. saying, I.willi 
Tshake the heavens and the earth ; 

And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms^ and! 
I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the hea-« 
then ; and J will overthrow the chariots, and those that; 
ride in ^them ; and the horses and their riders shall come.- 
down, every one by the. sword of his brother. . 

In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, . 
02erubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the.* 

Li. Lord^, 
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Lord, and will make thee as aaignet : for I have cho< 
sen thee, saith the Loan of hosts. 

Thus the prophet Haggai, and Zrchariah, the son of 
IddOy prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and 
Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto 
them. 

> Then rose up Zeruhbahel the son of Shealtiel, and 
Joshua the son of Josedech^ and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem; and with then 
were the prophets of God helping them. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Jewsy thus reproved and encouraged, soon set 
about the building again, under the divine favour and 
protection. How merciful and gracious was the Lorb 
. in all his dispensations, towards his people Israel! 

SECTION LXVII. 

CONTINUATION Of THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

From Ezra, Chap, v, vi. 

At the same time came to tliem Tatnai, governor on 
this side the river, and Shetharboznai, and their com- 
panions, and said thus unto them. Who hath com- 
manded you to build this house, and to make up this 
waU ? 

Then said we unto them after this manner, What are 
the names of the men that make this buildingi 

Put the eye of their God was upon the elders of the 
Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the 
matter came to Darius: and then they returned answer 
.by letter concerning this matter* 

The copy of the letter tb^t Tatnai, governor on this 
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side the river, and Shetharboznai, and his companions 
the ApharsacfaiteSy which were on this side of the river 
sent unto Darius the king. 

They sent a letter unto him, wherein was written 
thus ; Unto Darius the king, all peace. 

Be it known unto the king, that we went intd the 
province of Judea, to the house of the great God, 
which is builded with great stones, and timber is laid 
in the walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth 
in their hands. 

Then asked we those elders, and said unto them 
thus. Who commanded you to build this house, and te 
make up these watts ? 

We asked their names also to certify thee, that we 
might write the names of the men tliat were the chief 
of them. 

And thus they returned us answer saying, We are 
the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and build 
the house that was builded these many years ago, which 
a great king of Israel builded and set up. 
- But ader that our fathei^ had provoked the God of 
heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of Ne- 
buchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who 
destroyed this house, and carried the people away into^ 
Bahylon.' 

But in the first year of Cyrus the king of Babylon^ 
the same king Cjrrus made a decree to build this house 
of God. 

And the vessels also of gold and silver of the house of 
God, which Nebucliadnezzar took out of the tetimle 
that was in Jerusalem,, and brought them into the tem- 
ple of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of 
the temple of Babylon, and they were' delivered unto 
one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had mad^ 
governor:* 
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And said unto htm. Take these vessels, go carry then 
into the temple that is in 'Jerusalem, and let the house 
of God be builded in his place. 

Then came the same Sheshbazzar and laid the foun- 
dation of the house of God which is in Jerusalem : and 
since that time even until- now, hath it been in build- 
ing and yet it is not finished. 

Notv therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there 
be search made in the king's treasure liouse, which is 
there at Babylon whether it be so, that a decree was 
made of Cyrus the king to build lliiB house of God at 
Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure to us con- 
^ corning this matter. 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search 
was made in the house of the rolls, where the trea- 
sures were laid up in Babylon. 

And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace 
that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein 
was a record thus written. 

In the first year of <?yra8 the king, the same Cyrus 
the king made a decree concerning the house •f God 
at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where 
they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof 
be strongly laid ; the height thereof threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof threescore cubits ; with three 
vows of great stones, and a row of new timber : and let 
the expenses be given out, of the king's house. 

And also let the golden and silver vessels of the house 
f^f God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the 
temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Baby- 
lon, be restored, and brought again unto the temple 
which is at Jerusalem, every one to his place, and place 
Ihem in the house of God. 

Now therefore, Tatnai governor beyond the river, 

i. Shethar- 
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SheUiar*bosnmt and your companions the Aphartft- 
chttesy which are beyond the river, be ye far from 
thence: 

Let the work of thi!^ house of Gon alone : let the 
governor of the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, build 
this house of God in his place. 

Moreover I make a decree what ye shall do to the 
elders of these Jews for the building of this house of 
God : that of the king's goods, even of the tribute be- 
yond the river, forthwith expences be given unto these 
men, that they be not hindered. 

And that which they have need of, both young bul* 
locks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt-offerings of 
the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, accord- 
ing to the appointment of the priests which are at Jeru- 
salem, let it be given them day by day without fail : 

That they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours unto 
the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king^ 
and of his sons. 

Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall al- 
ter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house,, 
and being set up, let him be hanged thereon : and let 
his house be made a dunghill for this. 

And the God that hath caused his name to dwell 
there, destroy all kings and people that shall put to 
their hand to alter and to destroy this house of God 
which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree : 
let it be done with speed. 

Then Tatnai, governor, on this side the river. She- 
thar-boznai, and their companions, accordmg to that 
which Darius the king had sent, so they did speedily. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Tatnai was govemoc of Palestine under the king of 

Persia.. 

Ditfiua 
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Darius seems to have had a very ex&Itcd idea of the 
Loud God. The publishing of this decree completed 
the restoration of the Jewish state^ from the destruction 
of which, by the burning of the city and temple by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, was exactly seventy years, as the pro- 
phet Jeremiah had foretold. I'he Jews were now in a 
much better state than they had lately been in Baby- 

* 

Ion ; but their condition ^as greatly inferior to thefor^ 
mer glory of the people of Israel. They had now no 
king, yet the sceptre remained in tlie tribe of Judab, 
for Zerubbabel their governor was lineally descended 
from David ; and they had still prophets to direct and 
comfort them. 

SECTION LXVIII. 

THE PEOPLE ENQUIRE OP THE LORD C0KCEBNIN6 
THEIR FASTING AND ARE REPROVED BY ZECBA- 
RIAH. 

From Zechanahy Chap, viu 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Da- 
rius, that the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah 
in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu ; 
When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer 
and Regem-melech and their men, to pray before the 
Lord ; and to speak unto the priests which were in the 
house of the Lord of hosts, and to the prophets, saying,' 
Should I weep in the fitth month, separating myself, 
as I have done these many years ? Then came the word 
of the Lord of hosts onto Zechariah, raying, 

Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the 
priests, saying. When ye fasted and mourned iftthe 
fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did 
ye at all fast unto me, even to me ? 

And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did 
ye not eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 

Should 
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Should ye not bear the words which the Lord hath 
cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was in- 
habited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round 
about her, when men inhabited the south a^d the plain? 

And the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah, 
saying. 

Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Execute 
true judgment, and shew mercy and compassion every 
man to his brother. 

And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the 
stranger, nor the poor ; and let none of you imagine 
evil against his brother in your heart. 

But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ears» that they should ix>C 
bear. 

Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest 
they should hear the law and the words which the 
Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the f<»mer pro- 
phets; therefore came a great wrath from the Lord of 
hosts. 

Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried and 
they would not. hear, so they cried and I would not 
hear, saith the Loud of hosts. 

But I scattered them with a whirlwind among-all the 
nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was de- 
solate after them, that no man passed through nor re- 
turned : for they laid the pleasant land desolate. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Jews who remained in Babylon, did not know 

whether they should still observe the solemn fasts which 

had been appointed on account of the destruction of 

Jerusalem, or not. Zechariah was commanded to take 

this opportunity of enforcing the observance of moral 

duties, that they might not involve themselves in such 

calamities an had befallen their fath^cs. 

SECTION 
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SECTION LXIX. 

ood's BLBSSIira rsstored* 

From ZecJu Chap. viii. 

AoAiH the word of the Lord of hosts came unto 
toe, saying, Thus saith tibe Lord of hosts; I was j«^ 
lous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for 
her with great fury. 

Thus saith the Lord : I am returned unto Zioo, 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem : and Jerusa* 
lem shall be called, A city of truth; and the mountain 
of the Lord of hosts. The holy mountain. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts : There shall yet old 
men and old women dwell in the streets oP Jerusalem, 
and every man with .his staff in his hand for very 
age» And the streets of the city shall be full of boyi 
and girls playing in the streets thereof* 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; If it be marvellous- 
in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, 
should it also be marvellous in mine eyes ? saith tbe 
Lord of hosts* 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will save my 
people from the east country, and from the west coun* 
try ; and I will bring them and they shall dwell in the 
midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be my people, and. 
I will be their God in truth and in righteousness. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Let your hands be 
strong, ye that hear in these days these words by tbe 
mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the 
foundation of the house of the Lord of hosts was laid, 
that the temple might be built* 

For before these days there was no hire for man, nor 
any hire for. beasts; neither was there any peace to him 

that. 
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that went out, or came in, because of the affliction : 
for I set all men every One against his neighbour. 

But now I will not be unto the residue o£ this people 
as in the former days, saith the Lord of hosts. 

For the seed shall be prosperous : the vine shall give 
her fruity and the ground shall give her increase, and 
the heavens shall give their dew : and I will cause the 
remnant of this people to possess all these things* 

And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O house of Judah and house of 
Israel ; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: 
fear not, but let your hands be.strong. 

For thus saith the Lord of host. As I thought to 
punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, 
taith the Lord of hosts, and I repented not. 

So again have I thought in these days to do well unto 
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not. 

These are the things that ye shall do ; Speak ye every 
man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment 
of truth and peace in your gates. 

And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts 
against his neighbour ; and love no false oath ; for all 
these are things that I hate, saith the Lord : 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This prophecy must have afforded great joy to the 
Jews, as it assured them not only of prosperity, but of 
the returning favour of^he Lord. They were bow 
once more in possession of the greatest treasure whieh 
any naHon can possess, the Divine Blsssino. It is 
worthy of particular regard, that, in order to secure 
this, the practice of moral duties is essentially necessary, 
and that without them ceremonial observances are not 

acceptable to the Lord. 

la 
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In the beginning of the fiflh year of Darius, the Ba* 
bylonians revolted from him, on account of his having 
removed the imperial seat to Shushan ; and they re- 
solved to set up a king for themselves, and began to lay 
in proivisions for a war. At length they broke into opea 
rebellion, and were besieged.by Darius. Conscious that 
they were not able to meet him in the 'field, they re- 
solved to maintain themselves during the siege: and, that 
their provisions might hold out, they came to a det^pe- 
rate resolution to cut off llie useless part of the inhabit* 
ants : and, collecting together the women and children 
they strangled them all, excepting only that each man 
was allowed to save one ai* his wives, and a maid servant 
to do the work of his house. The Israelites had been 
warned about two years before to flee out of* that land 
that they might be delivered from the plagues which 
were coming on it ; and there is great reason to sup* 
pose that they did so. Darius, in about a year and 
eight months took Babylon ; and, as soon as he was 
master of the place, he removed its hundred gates, and 
beat down its walls, reducing their height from two 
hundred cubits to thirty, and gave the inhabitants up 
for a spoil to the Persians, who had been their servaats* 

He impaled three thousand of the most guilty, and 
pardoned the rest. 

It is to be observed, that tlie punishment of Babylon 
kept pace with the restoration of Judab, according to 
the prophecy of Jeremiah * ; and they were subjected 
to the Persians in the same manner as they had con- 
quered and subjected the Jews. Babylon languished 
from this time, and at last came to utter desolation. 

• Jer, XXV. 12, 13, 14. 
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SECTION LXX.. 

THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM FINISHED AND 1>EDX* 

GATED. 

And the elders of the Jews biiilded, and they pros- 
pered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet, 
and Zeehariah the sqr of Iddo. And they builded, and 
finished the temple, according to the conunandment of 
the God of Israel, and according to the commandment 
of CyruS} and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 

And this house was finished on the third day of the 
nonth of Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign 
of Darius the king. 

And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Le« 
▼ites, and the rest of the children of the captivity, k^t 
the dedication of this house of God with joy, and offered 
at the dedication of this house of God an hundred bul« 
locks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs ; and fot 
a sin-ofiering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, according 
to the number of the tribes of Israel. 

And they set the priests in their divisions, and the 
Levitesin their courses, for the service of God which 
is at Jerusalem ; as it is written in the book of Moses. 

For the priests and the Levites were purified together, 
all of them were pure, and killed the pas^over for all 
the children of the captivity, and fur their brethren 
the priests, and for themselves. 

And the children of Krael, which were come again 
out of captivity, and all such as had separated them- 
selves unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of 
the land, to seek the Lord God of Israel, did eat. 

And the children of the captivity kept the passover 
upon the fourteenth day of the first month. 

And kept the fea&t of unleavened bread seven days 

with 
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with joy: for the Lord had made them joyful, and 
turned the heart ef Uie king of Persia unto them, to 
•trengthen their hands in the work of the house of 
God, the God of Israel. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Israelites must undoubtedly have felt great joj 
at the dedication of the Temple. It was not indeed in 
their power to adorn it in so magnificent a manner at 
Solomon% nor to celebrate its dedication with sudi 
numberless sacrifices ; and it wanted advantages which 
the first Teniple enjoyed; particulai^ly the Token afih^ 
Divine presence, the Ark of the Covenant, the 
Urim and Thummim, and the Holy Fire on the Al- 
tar : but they had a promise, thai the glory ofthii Teffl- 
fle should exceed that of Solomon's. It is observable, that 
there were twelve he-goats offered; frem^ which we 
may understand, that some of all tlie tribes returned to 
Jerusalem, though that of Judah being the most nu- 
merous, they were denominated from it; and from thli 
time ALL the people began to be called Jews. 

The temple was twenty years in building : at the 
dedication of it, the following Psalms are supposed to 
have been sung. 

• Praise ye the Lo rd. F raise the Lord, O my souh 

While I live, will I praise Me Lord: I will sing 
praises unto my God while I have any being . 

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man^ 
in whom there is no help. 

His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth : w 
that very day' his thoughts perish, 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his kelp, 
whose hope is in the Loud A»6 God : 

* Psalffl cxir. 

Ifkich 
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fVkick made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that 
therein is : which keepeth truth for ever : 

Which ^xccuteth judgment fur the oppressed, which giv^ 
eth food to the hungry. The Lord looseth the prisoners •* 

The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind: the Lord 
raiseth them that are bowed down : the Lord loveth the 
righteous : 

The Lord preserveth the strangers : He relieveth the 
fatherless and widow : but the way of the wicked he turtu 
tth upside dovm. 

The Lord shall reign for ever^ even thy God, Zion, 
imto all generations. Praise ye Me Lord* 

* Praise ye the Lord : for it is good to sing praisei 
unto our God, for it is pleasant, and praise is comely » 

The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : he gathereth tiS" 
gether the outcasts of Israel. 

He healeth the broken in hearty and bindeth up their 
wounds. 

He telleth the number of the stars. He calleth them 
all by their names. 

Great is our Lord, and of great power : His under* 
standing is if [finite. 

The LoilD lifteth up the meek : He casteth the wicked 
down to the ground. 

Sing unto the Lord mth thanksgiving : sing praise 
upon the harp unto our God ; 

' Who covereth the heaven with clouds. Who prepareth 
rain for the earth. Who maketh grass to grow upon the 
mountains. 

He giveth to the beast his food, and to the yimng ra* 
tens which jcry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse .* He 
taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man* 

* Paalm ciItU* 

The 
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The Lord tdketh pleasure in them that fear Hm^ in 
those that hope in His mercy, 

Pra ie the Lord, Jerusalem ; praise thy God, 
Zion» 

Tor He hath strengthened the bars of thy gates: He 
hath blessed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders^ andfUeth thee idtk 
the f nest of the wheat. 

He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: His 
word runneth very swiftly. 

He giveth snow like wool : He scatter eth the hoarfrott 
like ashes. 

He easteth forth his ice like morsels .* toho can stand 
before His cold? 

He sendeth out hh wordy and melteth litem: He 
eauseth His wind to blow^ and the waters flow. 

He sh^xoeth His word unto Jacob, His statutes, aiid 
His judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation : and as for His 
judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the 
Lord. 

• Praise ye the Lou Ji. Praise ye the Lor d/iow (he 
heavens: prai$e Him in the heights. 

Praise ye Him, all His angels : praise ye Him, all 
His hosts. 

Praise ye him, sun and moon : praise Him, all ye stUTs 
of light. 

Praise Him, ye heaven of heavens, and ye waters that 
be above the heavens. 

. Let them praise the name of the Lord : for he com- 
manded and they were created. 

He hath also stablished them for ever and ever : he 
hath made a decree which shall not pass. 
Praise the Lord/tow the earth, ye dragons and all deeps. 

• Psain cxlviii. 

Fire, 
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Fire, and hail; sno^^ and vapour $; stormy wind fut- 

filling His word ; 

Mountains and all hills ;fruirfui trees, and all cedars : 
Beasts, and all cat tU}- creeping things, andJlyingfocoU 
Kings of the earth, a^d all people ; princes, and all* 

judges of the earth : 

Both young men and maidens ; old men, and children .* 
Let them praise the name of the Lord :for His name 

slone is excellent; His glory is above the earth and heaven* 
He also exalteth the horn of His people, the praise of 

all His saints ; eveti of the chUdreti of Israel, a people 

near unto Him* Praise ye the Lord. 

Cyras and Darius had assigned the tribute due to them 
from Samaria to be paid towards the building of the 
Temple, and furnishing the Jews with sacrifices, that 
oblations and prayers might be offered there for the king 
and royal family, and the welfare of the Persian empire. 
This was a great mortification to the Samaritans, and 
they used their utmost endeavours to get rid of what 
they thought an indignity, but could not succeed, and, 
on pretence that the temple wba finished, they refused 
to let the Jews have the annual sum any longer ; on 
which, complaint was made to Darius, and the Sama* 
ntans were enjoined to pay it, as formerly. 

Darius, desirous of enlarging his empire, entered into 
India, and brought into subjection that large country ; 
from which he annually received a considerable sum. 
Borne years afler, lie invaded Greecr, but was repulsed 
with loss : he therefore resolved to make an invasion 
on it in person ; and, notwithstanding the Egyptians 
revolted from him, he persisted in his design, but deter- 
mined to send a part of his forces to reduce Egypt^ 
Darius was at this time a very old man ; and, as there 
^as a contest amongst his sons about the succession, he 
thoughtit necessary to settle this point before he went 

pn 



( -SW) ) 

0n' hit expedition, and declared Xerxes hU suceeMer. 
' When all things were ready for the Grecian war, Da- 
rius fell sick and died, having reigned thirtynrix yean. 
He was k prince of wisdom, demency, and justice* 

The Divine being who appeared to Daniel, de- 
dared, that the fourth king of Persia alter hit time 
should exceed all his predecessors in power and riches; 
that he should be puffed up with an idea of his gran- 
deur, which would rise to the highest pitch : that lie 
would assemble all the people in his boundless domi- 
nions, and lead them on to attempt the conquest sf 
Greece. This prediction was remarkably fulfilled. 

Xerxes, who was the fourth king of Persia, in thefint 
year of his reign, carried on the preparations finr the 
Grecian war : he confirmed to the Jews all the prifi* 
leges granted to them by Darius, especially that of tbe 
tribute of Samaria. In the 2d year of his reign he sub* 
dued the Egyptians, and reduced them to a heavier yoke 
than before. £lated with this success, he resolved upon 
a war with Greece, and made great preparations for it 
Joshua, the high-priest of the Jews, died about this time, 
in the fifty-third year of his priesthood, and Jeboiakim 
his son succeeded in that <^ce. Early in tbe next 
spring, Xerxes set out on his expedition against Greeoei 
. with a land army, consisting of one miiiion seven han« 
dred thousand foot, and eighty thousand horse, and a 
fleet proportionable ; but, being vanquished by The- 
mistocles, the Athenian general, in a memorable battle 
at Salamis, he* escaped in a small fishing-boat, and le- 
turned home, leaving three hundred thousand soldien} 
under the command of one of his generals, to oonquer 
Greece ; which army was, not long after, entirely de- 
stioyed at Platea, by Pausonias the Spartan. 

Xerxes, on his return home towaids Shuslian, pasuog 
through Babylon, made grcAt devastation there by de- 
^roying their temples and images, by which he helped 
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\j» fulfil the prophecies of Jeremiah and Isaiah. Tlur.* 
gold and silver, of which the images were madcy h^; 
converted to common uses. I^eing at last wholly discou^- 
jaged by hi;s losses and defeats, he gave his mind en,-, 
tirely up to luxury and dissipatioui and grew into great 
contempt with his people. Artabanes, the captain of 
i^is guards, coiispirc.d against him, and with the assistance 
of Mithridatesy his cltamberlain, got into the royaJ. 
apartment and murdered him while he. slept in his bed. 
ARTAXBBXESy One of the sons of Xerxes, succeeded 
%Q the throne: he is by the Greek historians called 
LoNGiMANUS, on account of the great extent of hi^. 
4ominions. But in some parts of Scripture he is called 
Ahasu£Rus^ and we have part of his hibtory in the. 
?ible. 

SECTION LXXL 

AHASUEaVS MAKBB A R07AL FEAST. 

Front Esther y Chap, i. 

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this 
Is Ahasuerus which reigned from India even unto 
Bthiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty pro- 
viocea:) Thitt in those day8> when the king Ahasuerus 
sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shin 
shaa the palace, 

> In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto 
^ his princes and his servants ; the powers of Persia, 
and Media, the nobles and* princes of the provinces, 
i)eing before him : when he shewed the riches of his 
glorious kingdom, and the honour of his excellent ma- 
jesty, many days, even an hundred and fourscore days. 
' And when those days were expired, the king made a 
feast UBto all the prophets that were present in Shush an 
the palace, both unto great and.small, seven day f, in the 

ysih. IV, M court 
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garden of the kind's plriAce; w1tei«%rert 
wfaitey greeny and blue hangings, fiisteriiMl with oAtls 
#f fine linen «nd purple to silver rings, and pillars of 
marble ; the beds Hr^te of gold and sthrer, upon a pare* 
ment of red, and blue, and white, and black marble. - 

And they gave them drink in vessiels of gold, the ves- 
sels being diverse one from another, and royal wine ia 
mbandance» according to the state of the king. 

And the drinking was according to the law: nose 
did compel ; for so the king had appointed to aH the 
officers of bis house, that they should do according te 
•very man's pleasure. * 

' Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women ia 
the royal house which belonged to kiilg Ahiisuenis. 

On the seftenth day^ tirhen the-heafl ^*^St» king wsi 
taierry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcsi, 
the seven chamberiains that served m the preseAee of 
Ahasuerus the ^ing. 

To bring Vashti the queen before the king, wiA &e 
crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her 
beau^ ; for she was (adr to look on. 

But the queen Vashti refused to come at the kiog^i 
commandment by his chamberhitns \ therefore was the 
king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 

Then the king said to the wise men, (which knev 
ihe times), for so was the king's manner toward all that 
knew law and judgment : 

And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Ad* 
■latha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the 
seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the 
king's face, and which sat tlie first in the kingdom \ 

What shall we do unto die queen Vashti according 

te law, because she hath not performed the command* 

Bient of the king Ahasuerus by the cbaoberbuas \ 

Aad 



^-vr^jLni «Memue|ii .«i6w^re4 ' bdfove^ -the^ kf ^ 4m4i4k^ 
{iriDCOs, Vasbti the queeO'lmth not done wTojpg4%^e 
kin^ealyr but also toall tbe princes, and to all ik^ 
people. that are in al] the provineet of the king AIm- 
luerus* ' r-. 

/For this deed of the queen ahall come abroad unto 

•all wemeOy so that they shall despise their husbandii in 

their eyes^ when it shall be reported the king Aha*. 

.fiuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in 

. before him, but she came not. % 

k Likewise shall tlie ladies of Persia and Media say 

this day unto all the king's princes, which have he^d 

*:pf!the deed of the queen. Thus shall there arise too 

much contempt and wrath. 

p If it please the king, let there go a royal command- 
. meat from him, and let it be written among the laws 
,2C»f the Persians apd the Modes that it be not alteied, 
'- That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus^ 
and let the king give h^ royal estate ^nto another tl|at 
* ia better than slie. 

And when the king's decree which he shall make 
shall be published throughout all his empire, (for it is 
» isreat) j11 the wives shall give to their husbands honour 
both to greai and small. 

And.the tnying pleased the king and the princesv fiiid 

t tlie kiftg did according to the word of Memucaor For 

. he sent letters into all the king's provinces, . into evi^y 

province according to the wrlttng thereof, and to ev^py 

4>eople.after their language, that every man should^bear 

rule, in his own bouse, and tliat it sboMld be. published 

accordittg to the language of every people. * 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. * 

•> ::From the beginning of this Section wo may ibmv a 
lively idea of the greatness 'ond> magnificeave of AJm- 
^ M 2 sucrta. 
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iaenM. He ^ems to have been potoessed of a noble and 
liberal mind, and to have had a very just notion of hos- 
vitality, in allowing every one to follow his own incli- 
nations, without being urged to exceed the bounds of 
temperance. He did not, however, observe the pru- 
dence which he meant to recommend : for the golden 
goblets circulated at the royal table, till the king lost 
the* power of judging what respect and decorum were 
clue to his queen, or he would not have desired Vaslui 
' to exhibit herself to public view, in those apartment^ 
tppropriated to the men, contrary to the custom of the 
Persians. Vashti considered it as a great indignity put 
tipon her, to be required to expose her royal person tq 
the idle gaze of a set of riotous guests^ who, in ihck 

9 

hours of sobriety, might be the first to condemn her 
compliance. Had she softened her denial with kind 
remonstrances and respectful excuses, the king niighi 
perhaps have been induced to change his purpose ; bu( 
the public contempt which she put upon his authority^ 
both as her sovereign and her husband, was a real o^ 
fence, which it was not easy, or indeed proper, to pass 
over, at such a time especially, when the eyes of all the 
kingdom were in a particular manner directed to the 
throne. 

The sentence against Vashti, though, perhaps, agree- 

Me to rigid justice, appears particularly severe, as 

*Ahasueru8 had required her to do what was generally 

esteemed by the Persians inconsistent with the rules of 

female delicacy. How far his example is deserving of 

imitation may be learnt from the New Testament^ whicji 

requires vohes to submit to their husbands, and htisbafids 

'^O' lote their mvcs^ and not to be bitter against Uiem *• 

Thos^ of either sex, who are placed in exalted stationi^ 

•Qghty without doubt, to be particularly .cireumapect ia 

• Col. iu. 19. 

their 
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Aelr conduct ; but happily for Britonsj ' tli^ Imv«^% 
pattern before them, the very reverse of that whicbwaf 
exhibited by Ahasuerus to his subjects; and howevei; 
the Persian husbands might fear the loss of their autb(Q;<- 
rjty through the disobedience of their queen, no such 
danger at present exists in "this nation. Happy woul^ 
it be for thousands, veere.the royal example allowed ta 
have the same extensive influence as the nobles qi 
Persia apprehended from poor Vashti's opposition tol^ 
haughty lord. We should then no longer see thosf 
who are designed to bear together the burden of evilg 
fhcident to hums^nity, and ghare its joys« wastingia 
separate scenes of dissipation, the hours allotted by Di« 
vine Providence to domestic pleasures and employment^ 
We should no longer hear of those divorces, which. ar^t 
a scandal to our age and nation, but ever^ man ivoul4 
know koio to bear proper rule in his house j and wivifs^ 
both great and small^ would learn^Jrom thectmsort of their 
JiOvereigHy to give due honour to their husbands* -^ 

SECTION LXXIt 

BSTHER MADE QUEEN INSTEAD OF YASHTl. 

From Esther^ Chap, ik 

AFfER these things, when the wrath of king Ahop 
Biierus was appeased, he remembeced Vashti, and what 
she had done, and what wastlecreed agftinst her. 

Then said the king's servants, that m^inistered unto 
him, Let there be fair young virgins sought for tbf 

And let the maiden which pleaseth the kipg, bf» 
queen instead of T^ashti. And: the thing pleased the 
king, •and'he didtso. . .^ 

Now in Shasliao; the palace,, there was a certain Jew, 
- . W. 3. whose- 



W^6^<f i|!ita^Va^Morclecai^ the soh of Jair, tlie son dP 
S^Kimei'/ the son of K Ish; a ^Bcnjamtte, ' *' 

Who had been carried away from Jeruslilem i»fitf 
the captiyitr whic^ Jiad been carried 9,yf &y^Witb Jeco- 
Biah king of Judah, whom l^dbuc^adnezzar the king^ 
tf fishjkii had carried' away. :. >. .r 

::sAn^ he brought up Hadasadh^ that ia Esther, hi# 
uhcle'irt daughter : for ahc' had ndtther father nm mot 
Iher) -and the niatd was fair and lieautiful i whainJilaf<i 
^eav whea her father and mother were dead^ toobfoi 
kiaewft daughter. , . : •' 

S^ it came to pass, when the king'a oofl^mandneal 
and hit decree was heard, and when many maiclem 
were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the 
IBustody of H^gaiy that Esther was brought abo uat^ 
Ihe kin£;'s bouae, to the custody of Hegaiy keeper i»f4l|| 
If4|men» • •, • 'j 

Esther had not shewed her people nor her kindrp^ 
^r >Mordeoa{ bad charged her that she sbouUrvpol 
^hew.it* ,> 

c Aikl Mordecai walked eveiy day before the coaf^ 
«Bi tkfi woQsea'f hquae, toknow how Esther did, ^ 
what sliould beeomis of Jier*. , „ ,^ j 

OT 4a4 U.cfife^ t9Lpm« t^(^t the king loTcd Esther a|iofe 
all the women, and she obtaine4. g^Ace and^&ffiuf.^ 
bis sight more than all the virgins ; 9o that he set the 
foyal crown upanJiei head} and/nade her queen in* 
stead ef Vashti. 

maen Ihe k?ng liiafde a gresit feastifiAb'U] fkis'iyrMces 

and his servants, even Esther's feast, i- and he made a 

release to the provinces, and gave gifts, according to 

«|be^Uteortheki>g. * ' ^ '• -i- 

^ ^ 'And wheft the virgins were gathered logethiBr 'Hh 

aeeond'timei then Mofdecai sat ift the' king's gatew ' 

Esther had not yet ^riiewed her kindred nor her peo- 
- ♦ • i pie; 



fi^lt^ Mordecai had chargecl her ; .fine Estlier 4^^^. 
commandment of Mordecai, like a? when she wa% 
l^o^ht up, with him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. *^^ 
V • • -it 

It is thought that Ahasuenis bad a great aflfeetionfdv 
faij qaeen, and Would have restored her to favour, but 
thai the decrees of the Persians were irreversible* Ilr 
wasfaur years before he. made choice of another coii^' 
$oH: Though Mwdecai was sealously attached to thir 
God of his fathers, he had, for prudential reasons, con^* 
t^ah?d hts religion from the^knowledge of the Persiabs, 
Imd enjoyed a place under their government. Hi in^ 
apposed to have been one ^f those, who went up to Je*- 
rusalem with the first to obtain a settlement; and tfatft 
lie staid^ll the boilding of the Temple was stopped, anlA 
Aen went to Babylon and the Persian court, in hop^i 
of doing the Jews some service iheire; 
' MkMrdecai had the interest of his brethren at heari^ 
when he laid a scheme to get Esther to be queen, wiii 
Me ^ras actuated by the same rao^es to coincide With 
him. The sequel will sheW, dmther exaltation^^Wav 
productive of great benefit to the J^s. ^* ' ^ 

ft ts very remarkable that a poor orphan captive 
^thtiM be raised to a throne* '^ 
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SECTION LXXin. 

^ , MAMAN EXAVTBD— DCCR££ AGAIKST THE .^£Vl^ 

From Esther, Chap^ ii, iii. 

Ih those days, while Mordecai sat ia the kipg*! g{||f, 

jfwopftt^e Ifing^s cbanfiberbuns, Bigthfdrand Tcired^, of 

ihosQ which kept the door, were wroth^ and so^glK^ 

^^ Imnd 00. iht king, Aliasuerus. . .-' : '•. 

^*.^ ]i&4 And 



An3 the thing vras known to Mordecai, wlio told^ 
tlifltb Esther the qaeen*: nnd Esther certified the king 
'thereof in Mordecai's name. ' " 

' And whea iaquisition was pnude of the matter, it 
was found out : therefore they were both hanged on a 
t<*ee» And it was written -in the booii; ef the chronidcf 
before the king. 

, Afler these things did khig Ahasucrus promote Ha* 
wan the son of H^mmedatha the Agagite, and advanced 
hltiij and set his «eal above «Ii the princes that were 
vlth him. 

And all the king's serranU that were in the Ung^s 
gate bowed> and reverenced Uamao : for the king had 
to commanded concerning htm. Bat Mordecai bowed 
no^ nor did him reverence. 

Then the king's senrants which were in the king*! 
gate» said unto Mordecai, Why transgresseit thou tikt 
lung's commandment i 

, ' Now it came to pass^ when they spake daily unto 
him and he hearkened not unto thetti, thlat they told 
Haman to see whether Mordecai's noatters would standi 
&r he had told them that he was a Jew. 

And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed noti 
nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wralht 

And he thought scorn, to lay hands dn 'Mordecai 
alone ; for they had shewed him the people of Morde- 
cai :. wherefore Hanflan souglit to destroy all the Jewi 
that were throughout the whole kingdom of Aha- 
suelru?, ercn the *people of Mordecai. 

In the first monthj^ that is» the month Nisan,- in tlie 
twelfth year of king A'hasuerus, they cast Pur, that i« 
the lot, before Haman, Trom day to 'cRjrj'and from 
month to month; to the twelfth month, that isi 'tW 
toonth Adar.: ' ' ' ' - • . : .-- -•' ■: >. 

-* And 
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*' AnS Haman said unto king Ahasuerus^ Thereat ^ 
-certain people scattered abroad^ and dispersed iiraflp^ 
the people in all the. provinces of thy kingdom; anji 
their laws are diverse from all people ; neither keep 
they the king's laws ;. therefore it is. not for the ki^ig's 
profit to, suiFer them. 

If it please the kitig let it be written that they may 
be destroyed: and I will pay ten thousand talents of 
silver to- the hands of those that have the charge of th^ 
business, to bring it into the king's treasuries. 

And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave 
it unto Haman, the «oa of Hammedatha the Agagite: 
the Jews enemyv ... 

And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given 
to thee, the people also, to do with them, as it seeme:b- 
^ood to tbeev 

Then were the king's scribes called on the thtrteentjj* 
day of the first month, and there was written according 
to, all that Haman had commanded unto the king s lieu- 
tenants, and totlie goven^ors that were over every prQ> 
■vince, and to the rulers of every people of every, pro^- 
vince according to the writing thereof, and to every 
]people after their language; in thei name of king Aha-, 
suerus was it written, and sealed with the king's ring. 
- ^ And the letters were sent by posts into all the king's. 
provinces to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perijsh, aU 
Jews both young and old, little children and women, 
in one day, even upon tke thirteentli day of the twelftb 
knonth, which is tlie mo^th Adar, and to.tiike thti s^^oij, 
of them for a prey* 

The copy of the writing for a conwiamlmen^ to be 
given in every province was published unto ajl p,eopI«^ 
tix)t they shoi^ld be ready against that day. 

The posts weat out, beiiig hastened by ihe kin^'?, 

M $. ' lEOlI^ 
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commandment, and the decree was given In Shmhai 
the palace* And the king and Haman sal dcnvn to 
drink^ but the city Sbushan was perplexed. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The service vrhich Mordecai rendered to the king 
and government, was a very important one : what a 
happy circumstance was it for this monarch, that Esther 
had been honoured with his royal preference ! Th^ 
reason that Mordecai would not bow to Haman W8S| 
ti)at he knew him to be an Amalekite, one of those 
people who bore constant hatred to the God of Isra^' 
liaman certainly must have been a very wicked as well 
as proud man, or he would not have taken such cruel 
revenge for a personal affront. Not content with de* 
siring the death of the offender, he wished to externDH 
siate the whole nation to which he beldnged.- ' . ^ . : 

In the Apocrypha there is the following letter, raif 
io |>e a copy of that $€ut- by kittg. AhasiieAis, wheli 
there called Artaxerxes. * ' 



The grfat^kmg ArtamMwiMh fKfsi^iminilhi 
princes and govera^ff » that are intkt^ him ffbnk^ndK 
9inf0 EthiopiOf m <r^ hundrtd and mint amd fl^atf'"ff&^ 
wigiccsK ^tr thsA I h^edmt-hrd «tvr «nm§^*1ni/A«^ 
mnd had dumhi^iit over fki uhuhwoHif n<^l0IM^' 
Uith fnesumpiion ^ tny autkority^lmt earijihgmf^^ 
4ftBtm^witkeptity a^d^Hdne$$y rfaitpmd^^wAt^ 
^hjcctscohtinvM^ in a ^iH^€\^^ikMhmillHigmj^Mfijf^ 
dM* pnaccam hn^a^pvti f6r a peaui^tl^Uii'^f^ 
mnsts^ fa reil^^^fficif whiifhr^h- dinifed' tg^-aif^^if^^ 
ifow iohtu J asked my "taiffi^mfrit IM mtl^ M»# 
htougkttafms. Human, (HnO^^^kii^^limsri^mmf 

usy and wai. appr^fd for Us coHstaut gsmd vnUj and 

. ' ' ' ^ o :* sfidfatt 
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•ft 

^t^if 'JiicUty^ find had the honour of the 9ec<md flkcei 

ni the kingdovfy' declared unta us that in all nationsf 

thronghout the JWQrld thcve aoom. scatteicfd a certain nali^ 

cious people that had laws contrary to all nations, and 

continually despised ihe commamfmenfs; of kings, so as 

the wniing of our kingdoms, honourably intended, by us 

^finnot gpfoKiLArdm^ -Seeing then vie understand that this 

yec^ie , alone., is continually in.c^pQsUiou unjta aU men^ 

iifering in: this strange manner of their laws^ and evil^ 

affected to our state ,. working aU tfhe mischirf they can^, 

thai our kingdo^.nfay piot bsfimdy established: Thcre^^ 

fore have vse fioniffiandpd, that all they that are s^nifiefi 

t9 writing vnto^iffu,tbp Haman, ,(ifpho is^ ordained oifp/ep, 

ihe. affairs, and^-if^ nP9t . smto . us) shall all withth^ 

mss ai!id,^hkldren^hfi. utterly destroyed by the seaff^4\9k 

thfiir^enemisiSii.VHlhfiiU all mercy^aifd. pity,, the fourtefifif^ 

dify'i^,th€itlvieyih, n^mtkf^dar of this present yffir^f 

that they w^m ^^f M^^ and,ngfa also are malicious, ^t^f^-^ 

m fiite-day^fiith f^ioU^^^o inta the grave andso^ ^er 

hPiqflfiKsm»MrfiJ^(m ty^ hJpf^ l^ttkdr and v^thguf^ 

umvF9Ml9$\4ot !^%!^y tff aH^dfl|^l;»bo^^j^ be. p^ 
;^«d l^ma«(]r tD.«f».tb« Jti^ »8Sjrftf8pd,^ ^d ^^ 

i.»".i .\.$-, '^^^^/i^Uro-: ^».* ^i\l.)*» |.,a ty^ v^;* ^v 
\.uAy.i uQ. SECTION- 
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SECTION LXXIV. 

MORDECAl's DISTRESS. 

FrQM Esther^ CJiap. iv. 

" When MorUecai perceived all that was done, Mor- 
decai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes,, 
'and went out in the midst of the city^. and cried wi^ 
^ loud and a bitter cry. 

*' And came even before the king's gate : for none 
might enter into the king's gate clothed with saclt- 
\loth. ^m 

And in every province whithersoever the king's com- 
'mandment and hitf decree came, there was great mourn- 
ing among the Jews, and fasting and weeping, and 
wailing ; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. ' ' ' 
' So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came' and 
told it her. Then was the queen €xceeding!y gri^v^; 
'and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai,' aifdti^ tsfte 
-away his sackcloth from him : but he received itnot; 

'then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's 
ich^nnberlaing, whom he had appointed to attend upoa 
1ier,'and gavfe him a commandmentH'o Mordecai, to 
*'know what it was, and why it was. ' " ' * ' •' 

* So Hatach went forth to Morflecai litito the stteefbf 
*'^he city, which wafs before thb kh^g's gate. * * • * ' 

And MoiPdecai told him of fell' 'that 'hatf* happened 
. •"unto himj and of the sum of the money that Haman 
bad promised to pay to-^hekii^gM* tYe^aMlfi^'ifoVtfte 
Jews, to destroy them : 

Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the de- 
cree that was given at Shushan to destroy therti, to 
(^ew it unto Estheri and to declare it unto her and to 
.') /: \ ^harje 
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charge her that she should go in unto the king to make 
supplication unto him, and to make request before him 
for her people. 

And Hatach came and told Esther the words c£ 
Mordecai* 

Again Esther spake unto Hatach , and gave him 
cemmandment unto Mordecai. 

All the king's servants, and the people nf the kingV 
provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court 
who is not called, there is one law of his to put him 
^to detith, except such to whom the king shall hold odt 
the golden sceptre, that he may live : but I have not 
been called to come in unto the king these thirty day^. 

And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. 

Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think 
not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the kiog^ 

house more than all the Jews. v 

< ^ 

Fop if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this time 
tlien shall- there enlargement and deliverance Arise |» 
the Jews from another place; but thou and thy fathegi^s 
house shall be destroyed i and who knoweth whethf r 

-^thtfil arr come to> the kingdom for sueh a time as this > 
' ' -Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this msv^^ 

-* Go, ' gather together all the Jews that are prcsei^t^^n 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat i\i&r.driqk 

•three- day*, night or day : I aiso and my ma^d«n^,wiJl 
fast likewise; and so will I go in- unto the lung^. wb^ 

! is not acc^rd^sg to the kw : and if I perish,''! ^evjsh. 
• So Mofdecai went iiis way, and did accordii)g to,^ 
4hat Esthev had commanded him* - > - <«- j 

'' ' . ^ -. :'' ^' 
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ANNO*^ 



ANNOTATIONS ixi kEFI.£CTlONS:* 1* 

'.Tbft author of the book of Esdier in the Apocijqpki 
j^vestbe.feUowiag account of:;the b^aviour (tf^Mdr-i 
Aeeai'aDd^Esther on this a£Bicting occasion. . )..- 

• Tbea Mordecai thought upon all the .works of ihe. 
LoBD,.and made his pifayer unto him sayingr I<ori))^ 
lf40M9, the king Almighty •- fvr the werid is in Tkf. 
fower^ Wid if Thau hast afpaiattd io unt Israel^ ^thert 
ii no man can gakuay Thee^ For thou hast made heaven 
and earth and all the vHmdrous things Mnder tht 
Meaoen* Thorn art Loed of all things^ and there is «a 
man that can resist Thee^ whidkart the hotkif. Thoa 
knowest all thingif and * Than kna^oest, Loao, thai if 
was neither in contempt nor prnde^nor fof^any desire of 
glory f that J did not bow dawn *to proud Haman. For 
I, could have been content xoith good^willfor the sako^ 
tion oflarael^ to kiss the soles ofhis/eet. But I did thi$ 
ihat I might not pr^er the ghfry^qf mmi above thoglonf. 
cfGon : neither will I worship any but ^Tise, O Chuh' 
neither will I da it in pride, And noWf Loai^;GOD^ 
dnd King J spare thy people i for their eyes ate nponim\ 
to bring us to nought: yea^ they desire io^^dcsirtiyAkfi 
inheritance that hath been Thine from tho begitmifig^'* 
Despise not the portion which thou, hast d^Uw^ Vtt' 
of Egypt for Thine o»» self. Hear my prmftn txndi^ 
merciful unto Thine inkeritaice •• . turn om s^r^-i/Ul^ 
Joy^ that we may li^t O Lonn, anfi prai^vTiyvmufh 

Ond>destroy not the.nv^hs^ themiihat .prnkexTi^' \Q^ 

' Qneea^Esther flJso» ibeirigiin fSuur of^dcatbSi reioitf^ 
unto tile Loao/t "'•^\^•. .r •-*> .u.i» ,/, .."i^^ lea 'i M 

• w And had' kvmy^ herc||locibiftS appoel, .an^ put, m.lkC 
g8raitenta..of aoglltsb^.aiid.qftoiurnikig^i.iindsjasli^adiii^t 
fiseciousioiBtniiqpitey^ahdt^oqgpnreft ke^4iekdi^t)^«lhflito 

and 
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•»d jh^ humbled her body greatly, and all llhe placet 
tf ber joy ahe filled with her torn hair* " ' ''" 

And she prayed unto theXoRDGoD of brae], sayings 
LoR^y TkoM onhf wt our King •* teip me, dU9lat$^ 
womarif who have «a helper hut thee •• For my daugeti 
is in wane hand. From my youth up I have heaxU.'iH 
the tribe of my family ^ That thou, Loud, tookesf. 
Israel from among all people^ and our fathers frostkM 
their predecessors^ for a perpetual inheritance^ and thou 
hast performed whatsoever Thou didst promise themy, 
Jndnow we have sinned kefore Thee: therefore hast 
Thou given us into the hands of our enemies^ beeaus4 
uxe toorshippefi their gods :* LoiiJ>, thou art righteousk 
N'ever4heles39 it si^i^eth them not^ that we are in bittes^ 
captivity : ^ but they hare stricken hand with their idols* 
That they. wiU fAolish the thing that Thou with Thjf 
mouth hast ^rdained^ and desfroy Thine inheritance^ and 
stop, the mouth of them that praise Thee^ and quench thJe 
glory^ Thy house, and of Thine altar, and open the, 
mouths of:the heathen to ^set forth the praises of the 
iMsyaffd^tamagnify a fleshly king for ever. Lo&d^ 
gisfenot Thy sceptre unto them that be nothings and let 
them^ot laugh at- our fall; but turn theic device upon, 
tkpnselves^ and make him an example that hath began 
t%is against' tf^« llemtmbef, -O. Lord, make Thyself 
knormnin time rf^aur^a^ction, aud^gwe me boldness^ 0. 
^^g ^ the naitions^ ond>'LowD^ of all p&xcer. Give me 
^^MfoiNti ^eeoh mriny^mouth before ihe lion '/ turn his* 
i^rtdS^fyOi* ]^m. Hat^J^hfeth -against -ue^ 4hat therot 
may be an end of him, and of all that are like-minded 
^-1^01^91 Sitf^^tifffri.ui mi^ thineihundi} tddMpm 
that am desolate, and have no other hidpeK^but^^theau 
'JNUu'tknimfd^l TMngf^ ahoiffiri'T that 

i'^%'ithai'g&i^of-^:ssmriglAieou»^iT^ hiossest' .wq/^ 
"MtHry^i/^iKifHftjba tHa-mpaofimy^4igkiuiate. vhiA^ 
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Vi ttp(»i my \ead in the day^ wherein I sheio myielf^* wtil 
that I wear it not when J am in private by my self. And 
"that thine handmaid hath not 'eaten at Hdman's tahle^ 
and that I have not greatly esteemed the king* sfeasf, 
nor drunk the wine of the' drink-offerings. Neither had 
thine handmaid any joy, since'the day^ that I was bronght 
Hither to this present, but in Thee, Lord God of 
Abraham* Thou mighty God above allj hear tkt 
voice of the forlorny and deliver us out of the hands of 
the mischievous, and deliver me out of my fear. 

The melancholy occasion justified the violence ef 
Mordecai's grief; for supposing that by means of the 
que.en he could have used interest to secure his t>wn 
life, how could he have sustained, without the utmost 
distress of mind, the thoughts of the miserable end to 
which thousands of those with whom he was united i& 
feith were condemned f 

Mordecai^s expostulations, in his last message to the 
queen^ shew, that he had a strong faith in the power of 
GoD^and an earnest expectation that the Lord would, 
In remembrance of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacobi extend His compassion to their afflicted race^ 
in this time of extreme danger. He considered the ad- 
. vancement of Esther to the crown as the work of PRo- 
viDENCE, that she might be an instrument of good Uy 
her people ; and therefore urged her to take an unpre- 
cedented measure, trusting to the Divine blessing on 
"her pious endeavours. The laws of Persia forbad lier 
approach . to Ahasuerus ; but the Divine law required 
that she sliould omit no means- for serving her God, 
arid her country. 

As soon as Esther was convinced that it was her cIu?t 
to exert her inflivence with the king, she resolved to 
hazard her hTe, rather than nc^glect it. But knowing 
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Aal ifie hearts of monarcbs firft under the mle a»d iga- 
vcraance of.the Suprem e B eisg, she wisely deterraiaei 
Co coimwend herself and her Y)«ople to the protection of 
GoT3, and t^ re<|iiire Ittft attendants to join with her ;• 
from wlMCh we may infer, that she wished, not only ta. 
6ffer her own ^ppMer^ion in private, hot to co-operat» 
with that public humiliation, which the exigence of 
the a^se required. Maving taken these resohitions, she 
resigned herself to the disposal of heaven. 

With what true httmility and piety did Esther offer 
Up supplications and interceisions to the throne of 
grace. It evidently appears that she had not beeA si 
candidate for roy^ty through any desird of earthly 
grandeur; oa the contrary, the crown which adorned 
her temples, was considered by her as a mark of igno* 
»iny, since it distinguished her to the world as ihft 
consort of an . heathen prince% Not all the pleasurei 
of a luxnrtons liourt had any charms for her; die ex* 
j^rienced no joy, hot that Which she so ardently sought, 
by pouring out her soul in pious adoration to the LoR» 
God of her fathers. 

The situation in wliich Esther was placed, exposed 
her to many temptations; but, by the aid of Divine 
grac^, she was enabled to resist them all, and to leava 
to'the world a shining example of female patriotism* 

. SECTION LXXV. 

BSTHIR GOES INTO *THE PRiSEKCB OF AHASyERtJS. 

■ • • 

From Esther^ Chap, v. — Apoc, Chap. xvi» 

...» . . .1 . < 

And upon the third day, when Esther had ended her 
P/py^r^^ she laid away her mourning garments, and put 
Q^ her gloriou:^ apparel. ^ . . 

And being gloriously adorned, after she had called^ 

Mpo^ Go D^* who is the beholder and saviour of alt 

^^^'^^Sh she took two maids with her. 

An4 



i Atid upofi> the one she leaned^ as esnryitig heil^K 
daintily. And the other foUowed, bearing np her traia.^ 

And she was riiddy thri>ugh the perfectiott of ber 
beauty, and her eoimtenance m» ehearfiiH and verj 
amiable ; but her heart was in axtgukh for fear. 

I'hen having passed through ali the doorsy she stood 
before the king, who sat upon his royal throne, and #as 
clothed with all his robes of majestyy all glittering with 
gold and precious stones ; and he was very dreadful. . 
. ThealifUng up his countenanoe that shone with-ins« 
jesty, he looked very fiercely npon her: and the queea 
fbii down, and was pale» and fiftinted,, and bowed her* 
self upon the hand of the maid that^went before h^. . 

Then God changed the spirit of the king into wild- 
Bess, who iaa fear leaped from his thronoi and took 
ber in his arms, till she came to herself again, and com* 
Ibrted her with loving wQvds, and said unto bev> Estteri 
what is the matter? 1 am thy brother, be of good ches£l 
Tboa sbalt not die, though our coBiroaadmcnt be p^ 
Mrd: comeneai^. 

And so be held up hb golden sceptre, andlaiditupstt 
her neck, and esobraced her, and SMd, Speak unto me^ 

Then she said unto him, I saw thee, ray lord, as as 
l«Bgel of God, and my heart was troubled for fesr of 
Ay nuyesty. For wonderful art Iboi^ lord, and th; 
countenance is full of grace. 
i And as she was speaking, she fell down for falntness.- 

Then the king was troubled, and all has servants coo* 
ibrted her. 

Then said the king unto her, What wilt then, qoeen 
Esther ? and what is thy request ? It shall even be 
-given thee to the half of the kingdom. 
' And Esther answered. If it seem good unto the kiiQg, 
(let the king and Haman come this day unto the ban- 
i|uet that I lia^e prepared for him. * . > 

A. Y. Tbea 
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' Th^ l^e lung «iid| Cause Haman to make hastethat 
he may do a^ Eather hath said. So the king and Hamaa 
came lo ihe banquet that Esther had prepared. 

And the king said unio Esther at the banquet of wine; 
What 18 thy petition ? and it 'shali be granted thee ; an^ 
what is diy request? evea^o the baif of the kingdom 
it sh^l be performed. ' ' 

Then answered Ettberi and said> My petition, and 
ttyYequestii, If I have found favour in the sight of 
tiie*kiAgy and Jf it please the king to grant my petition^ 
md fco p^tfonn my request, let the kbg and Hamai| 
eeme to tlie banquet that I shall prepare for then^ and 
I >viU do to*mprroiv as tbe king hath said* 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 



•I 



Thebeaotiful deseriptbn, in the beginntng of dift 
Seotion,of Estbeir'aa^roaeh toking Abaraerus, istakoft 
fsom tbo] Afwcsypbal bookb It places tiie character of 

Esther in the most amiable light. While her heart, with 
truly ftitaiiAlne^oflness, trembled for fear, die aasuAied 
a cheerful counte»alice» that she might not by an i^ 
peacauisoiof timidU}9, impsess the king with an idea that 
fehe was ^ing to make an improper request. The trial 
was however jtO(% great for her delieateframe to sustain. 
The stern countenance of th'e king overcame her rcsi^ 
lution; sboJaiated under the terror of his looks; ibul 
^r^sreet emotion vTas^ntore powerful than eloquence, 
it spoke to the heart of the stern monarch ; and' hk» 
who had banished one queen for refusing to obey his 
unreasonabi^ cdmniand was subdued by the gentleness 
of^nother, so as to give an unreserved promise of gran^ 
ng all she coqld desire. Scarcely recoveiredfrom Jier 
-violent .agitation of spirits, Esther thought it prudent to 
defer making her request known till «be could ioft 
'- ' . , with 



Willi csmposure. She also disdained to accuse the lib- 
sent; and judged it advisable ti> explain her wishes td 
the king in those hours when, retired from state Affairs, 
it was his usual custom to unb^d his mind at the so- 
cial board with his favourite Haman. 
• This part of Esther's Instory affords a striking exaiih 
pie of the force of female gentleness, which^should re^ 
commend the practice ^f it to every woman. There is 
a certain sense of superiority in the hearts of men, which 
it is the dnti/y and I may say the interest^ of wives to 
gratify ; for it is implanted by Heaven, that those wh» 
Jjossess it not are seldom fit to govern their families, of 
able to affiird to their wives that protection ivhtch they 
may frequently stand in need of. 

Ealfier's example is. also worthy of imitation \n an- 
other particular : she assumed an amiable and cheerful 
tountenance, and certainly intended to address her king 
fend husband with gentle persuasion. The fiiiatings 
which prevented her doing so were accidental^ and by 
no means the effect of artifice or affectation. It seems, 
* that at the banquet her courage again failed her, which 
occasioned the delay of her petition to another day. 

SECTION LXXVI. 

HAMAN ERUCTETH A GALLOWS FOR MORDECAI. 

I 

From Esther^ Chap, v. 

TuEN went Haulan forth that day joyful, and with 
*'a glad heart: but when Haman satv Mordecai in tlie 
king'^ gate, tiiat he stood not up nor moved for him, 
lie was full of indigttation against Mordecai.* 
* Nevertheless, Haman refrained himself; and when 
'bcf'^nfie hof&e,- he sent and called* for his friends, and 
Zercsh'his wifih 
: And 



A)i4 Ham^Q told them of the glory of his ri<cher$. anil 
the multitude of his childreti and all the things whereia^ 
the king Jiiad promoted him, and how he had advance^. 
Iiini above the princes and servants of the king* 

Hanaan said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did 
let no man come in with the king unto the banquet 
that she had prepared but myself; and to-morrow ant 
I invited unto her also with the king. 

Yet .all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see 
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate. 

'Then sai^ Zeresh his wife, and all his friends unto 
hiw. Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, ancf 
to-morrow apeak thou unto the kin^ that Mordecai may 
be hanged thereon : then go thou in merrily with the 
king unto the banquet. And the thing pleased tia« 
man, and he caused the gallows to be made. 

* % 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

* From this acJcount of Haman, we learn, that the 
happiness pf men depends more upon the stale of their ^ 
own nsinds than on any external circumstances. Ixir 
ordinate passions are the great disturbers of life ; and» 
unless we possess a good conscience, and a well govern- 
ed n^indy discontent will blast every enjoyment, and the 
highest prosperity will prove only disguised misery. 
Let us then fix. this conclusion in our minds, that the 
destruction of our virtue is the destruction of our peace. 
Let vs keep our hearts uiih ail diligence, and govern them 
^iih the greatest care^Jor out of them are the issues qflife* 
In no station, in no period, should we thjnk ourselv^ 
secure from the dangers which spring, from our piassipns 

♦ The annotations to this Section are taken ftotn all excellent 
sermon by Dr. Blair on this subject, which may be read wiU. great 
advantage as a lartber commeut on this »tiiking ^^j^e. 

for 



Ki tftfey bekee eV^y sctatibn frotn'youthr tQ'greyMn^ 
%iid from the^ peasant to the prince. At first 'setting 
out in life especially, when yet unacquainted with the 
eWorld Md^its stiares, when every pleasure enchants with 
ttl amile, and every object shineri With the gloss of no- 
.verity, yoilth should bewar6 of the seducing appearances 
%hith«urround' them, and recollect what others hsTe 
suffered from t]ie power of headstrong desire. Pride in 
IpfSa^ticCliaf is' of a most dangerous tendency,' and pros- 
perity is too' apt to produce it; when once indolged, 
there n tK> knowing to what enormities it will. lead, 
^aman ^ais not delivered up all at once to the madnes 
of revenge. His passions rose with the tide of proqie- 
>ity,''^and'pHde completed what prosperity liad begiait 

* . .. ; ' 

SECTION LXXVII. 

MORDECAI HONOURED — HAMAN IIANGEX^. 

From Esther^ Chap, vi, vii, viii. , 

^ Oh that night could not the king sleep* and he coo- 
'fMmded to bring the book of records of tlfe efaronidel; 
and; tliey were read before the king. • • 

And it was found written that Mordeeai bad tiM#T 
•Bfgtliatt and Teresh, two of the king's ehambeilaiDS, 
24he keepers of the door, who sought to-lay hand ontlfe 
*ktDg'Ahasuerufi. > . : .! 

\ And the king said^ What *4ioiiour and <ligfiity haA 
been done to Mordecai for this? Then' said the kiog^s 
>feervaiftl that ministered unto him, Thfere is nothing 
* done for him* 

And the king said. Who is in the codrt^ Now Hii- 

*inan was come into the outward court of the king's 

^ house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordeeay-tm 

' the gallow» that he had prepared for hink - «. ^ t * 

» i And 
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And the hinges servants said unto hinH Behddy Hft- 
man standeth in the court. And the king said. Lei 
him come in. 

So Haman came in* And the king said unto hin^ 
What shall be done unto the man whom the king ^e- 
lighteth to honour ? Now Haman thought in his heart. 
To whom would the king delight to do honour more 
than to myself? 

And Haman answered the king,* For the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour, let th? royal apparel be 
brought which tlie king useth to wear, and the horse 
thai the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which 
is set upon his head : 

.And let this apparel and horse be delirered to the 
ksnd of one of the king's most noble princes, that they 
may array the man withal whom the king delighteth 
to honour, and bring him on horseback through the 
street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall 
it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour. 

Then, the kkig said to Haman, Make haste, and take 
theapparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even 
so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate; 
let oethiog fitil of all that thou hast spoken* 

. Zh^i took Haman the apparel and the hcnse, and 
abr^d Mordecaiy and br4>ught him on horseback 
through the street of the city, and proclaimed before 
b{ni,/fhus shall be done unto the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour. 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But 
Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his 
head covered. 

And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his friends 
every thing that had befallen hfcn* Then said his wise 
men and Zeresh his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of 

the 



fbe seed of the Jisws, befbre whom thou hast begin td 
fell, thoushalt npt prevail against hiiUj butshaltsurel/ 
faH before him. 

And while they were yet talking with him, came the 
king's ehamberlainSi apd hasted to bring Haman unto 
the banquet that EsUier had prepared* 

So the king and Haman came t,o the banquet with 
Esther the queen. 

Atd'the king said again unto Esther on the second 
day at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen 
Esther ? and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy 
vequest? and it shall be performed, even to (he half of 
the kingdom. 

Th)en Esther the queen answered, and said, If I have 
found favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please the 
king, let my life be given me at -my petition, a^d my 
people at my request. 

For we are sold, I and my people to be destroyed, 
to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for 
bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, al- 
though the enemy could not counterrail Che king's da- 
mage. 

Then the king Ahasuerus raiswered and said unto 
Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is he> th4 
durst presume in his heart to do so i 

And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is thi$ 
wicked Haman. Th&i Haman was afr^d before the 
king and queen. 

And the king arising from the banquet of irine in 
his wrath went into the palace-garden : and Haman 
stood up to make request for his life to Esther the 
queen.; for he saw that there was evil determined 
against hira by the king. 

Then the king returned out of Us palace garden int^ 
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th# place of 'th« Iftrnquet'of wirie, and af th^ fcing^s 
^mnHmd they eorered Hkman 'ft face. ; *" 

And Harbonab, one of the chamberlains, said befon$ 
t^ king, Behold alto, the gdlovrs fifty cuHits high, 
wliftch Haman bad made for Mordecai, wfio had spokeh 
good for the king, c^tandetlr hi the house 'of H^niari, 
Then the king said. Hang htm thereon. 

So they hanged Hainan on the gallows that he had 
pref>ared for Mordecai. Then was the icing*g wrath 
pacified. u 

On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house 
of Haman the Jews enemy unto £sther the queen. 
And Mordecai came before the king ; for Esther had 
told what he wa» unto her. 

And the king took off his ring which he had taken 
frwn Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther 
set Mordecai over the house of Haman. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It must doubtless be considered as an interposition of 
Providence, and not the effect of chance, that the 
king could not sleep, that he should send for the re- 
cords, and that they should be opened at so critical a 
place. Haman's mortification and subsequent punish- 
ment bear evident marks of Divine judgments, and afl 
^ord. a. warning to all who indulge in their minds the ma- 
lignant passions of hatred and revenge. On the other 
l^and, the honours which were paid to Mordecai, and lii^ 
future advancement, plainly shew that the Lord is ever 
at hand to maintain the cause of his faithful servants,: 
and is not only able to defeat the schemes of the wicked, 
but to turn their mischief upon their own heads which 
tney desighed for others, fn this case there was no 
niiracle; all was brought about apparently .in tlie usual 

v^L. IV. N course 
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coon^ of human affiiin, which gives particular enooa- 
ragement to good people, who live under a dispensatiQn 
ip which miracles are not to be expected. 

There was admirable propriety in Esther's answer to 
king Ahasuerus, and her accusation of Haman was no- 
ble and just. She gave him an opportunity of justifying 
himself if he bad any excuse to ofifer for abusing the 
confidence which his monarch had reposed In him. 

What repeated mortifications did Haman 's pride en- 
dure ! Before he could recover from that of paying ho- 
mage to Mordecaiy he was obliged to become a suppli- 
cant for his life to Esther, and even this was not enough: 
the foss of his sovereign's favour, and the sentence of 
death suddenly followed ; and he, who in the moraiDg 
boasted of the glocy of his riches, and his exalted sta- 
don, was now su^ended as a common malefiictor on 
that very gallows which his malice had caused to be 
erected for Mordccai. How justly may the words of the 
royal Psalmist be applied to this portion of sacred his- 
toiy : / have seen the wicked in great pwoer^ and spread- 
ing himself like a green bai^'tree ; yet he passed aw^f 
and lOf he toas not : yea^ I sought him^ hut he could not 
bejimnd, Mark the perfect man^ and behold the upright : 
Jbr the end of that man is peace. The transgressors shall 
be destroyed together f the end of the toicked shall be cut 
qfff hit the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord ; 
He is their strength in the time of trouble. And the 
Lord shall help them^ and deliver them ; tie shall deU' 
ver them from the meked, and save ihem, because tha/ 
fut their trust in Him, 

SECTION LXXVIIL 

THE KING'S LETTER IN FAVOUA OF THE JEWS. 

JFrom Esther^ Chap. viii. 
And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell 
down at his feet, and besought him with tears, to put 

away 
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away the mlscliief of Haman the Agagite, and his de« 
vice that he had devised against^he Jews. 

Thtn the king held out the golden sceptre towardi\ 
Esther. So Esther arose^ and stood before the king» ^ 

And said. If it please the king, and if I have found 
&vour in his sight, and the thing seem right before the 
king, and I be pleasing in his eyes : let it be written to 
reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Ham- 
medatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the 
Jews which are in all the king's provinces. 

For how can I endure to see the evil that shall come 
unto my people ? or how can I endure to see the de- 
struction of my kindred? 

Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen, 
and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold I have given Esther 
the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon 
the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 

Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in tlie 
king's name, and seal it with the king's ring : for the 
writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed 
with the king's ring may no man reverse. 

Then were the king's scribes called at that time in 
the third month, that is the month Sivan, on the three 
and twentieth day thereof; and it was written accord- 
ing to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, 
and to the lieutenants, and the deputies, and rulers of 
the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an 
hundred and twenty seven provinces, unto every pro« 
vmce according to the writing thereof, and unto every 
people after their language, and to the Jews accord, 
ing to their writing, and according to their language. 

And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and 
sealed it with the king's ring, and sent letters by posts 
on horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and young 
dromedaries 2 

Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in 

M 2 every 
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^efery city, to gather themselves together, and to stand 
for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish 
ail die power of the people and province that would 
assault them, both little ones and women, and to take 
the spoil of them for a prey. 

' Upon one day^ in all the provinces of king Ahasue- 
ras, namely upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar. 
f The copy of the writing, for a commandment to be 
< given in every province, was published unto all people, 
and chat the Jews should be ready against that day to 
avenge themselves on their enemies. 

So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went 
o^t, being hastened, and pressed on by the king's com- 
mandment. And the decree was given at Shushan the 
palace. 

And Mordecai went out from the presence of the 
king in -joyal apparel of blue and white, and with a 
great crown of gold, and with a garment of £ne linen, 
and purple: and the city of Shusban rejoiced and was 
glad. 

. ^ he Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and ho- 
nour. 

• And in every province, and in every city, whither- 

* soever the king's commandment and his decree came, 

the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. 

And many of the people of the land became Jews ; for 

the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Dsther had a greater object in view, than the down&ll 
of Haman. This was but a necessary prelude to the de- 
sign she had formed for eifecting tlie deliverance of her 
countrymen, whom his malice had devoted to destruc- 
tion. Ahasuerus kept his royal word. He granted her 

request 
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request to' the full extent of her wishes ; and as htt'liad 
reason to suppose many of his subjects would take ad-^ 
vantage of his first decree, which was issued by Haman; 
and which he could not reverse, and attack the Jews, 
he issued another by which he gave tlieni' liberty to 
defend their lives and properties. It is likefy thut thitf 
«oahteracting of a decree, a thing unusual in Persia, 
occasioned mu^h commotion in tlie state ; and it is no^ 
at all improbable that Haman had actually formed a 
conspiracy for transferring the kingdom to the Greeks, 
as was hinted in the letters which were sent to the 
provinces in the king's name *• 

What a happy, as well as astonishing revolution now 
took place in favour of the Jews! Well might they* 
rejoice at^d be glad at this fresh proof of the faithful- 
ness of the Loan God, who, according to his Divine 
prbauflb to Moses, had compassion upon them in the 
land of their captivity, whenever they called upon Him 
with all their heart, and with all their soul. 

SECTION LXXIX. 

TBB JBWS SLAT THEIR EKEMIES — HA MAN'S SOVS* 

HANGED — MORDECAI'S ADVANCEMENT. 

, . . . 

From Esther y Chap, ix, x. 

Now in the twelfth month (that is the month Adar,) 
on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's com- 
mandment and his decree drew near to be put in execu- 
tion, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to. 
have power over them (though it was turned to the con- ^ 
trar}' that the Jews had rule ov^r them that hated them.) 

The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to 

* See Book of Esther in thd Apocrypha, chap. xiii. 
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Iflj hand on such as sought their hurt ; and no msn 
could withstand them : for the fear of them fell upon all 
people. 

And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieut^ 
nantSy and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped 
the Jews: because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 

For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his 
fame went out throughout all the provinces : for this 
man Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke 
of the sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did 
what they would unto those that hated them. . 

And in Shushan the palace, the Jews slew and de- 
stroyed five hundred men. The ten sons of Haman the 
son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; 
but on the spoil laid they not their hand. 

On that day the number of those that were slain in 
Shushan the palace^ was brought before the king. 

And the king said unto Esther the queen. The Jevt 
have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Haman ; what have they 
done in the rest of the king's provinces ? now what is 
thy petition i and it shall be granted thee : or what is 
thy request further? and it shaU be done. 

Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be 
granted to the Jews which are in Shushan, to do to- 
morrow also according unto this day's decree, and let 
Haman 's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. 

And the king commanded it so to be done ; and the 
decree was given at Shushan, and they hanged Haman's 
ten sons. 

For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered them- 
selves together on the fourteenth day also of the month 
Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan : but on 
the prey they laid not their hand. 

But 
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But the other Jews that were in the king's provlncet, 
gatliered themselves together, and stood for their liyes, 
and had rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes 
seventy and five thousand ; but they laid not their hands 
on the prey. 

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and on the 
fourteenth day of the same, rested they, and made it m 
day of feasting and gladness. 

But the Jews that were at Shushan, assembled toge- 
ther on the thirteenth day thereof^ and on the four- 
teenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same 
they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 

Therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the 
unwalled towns, made the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, 
and of sending portions one to another* 

And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters 
unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far. 

To stablish this among them, that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth 
day of the same yearly: 

As the days wherein the Jews rested firom their ene- 
mies, and the month which was turned unto them firom 
sorrow to joy, amd from mourning into a gockl day: that 
they should make them days of feasting and joy,, and a 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor* 

And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun^ 
and as Mordecai had written unto them. And the king 
Ahasuerur laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the 
isles of the sea. 

And all the acts of his power, and of his might, and 
the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto 
the king advanced him, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 

. N 4 Fo« 
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For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Akasucrus 
and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multi- 
tude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, 
and speaking peace to all his seed, 

. ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The contest between the Jjsws andthe Pei^ns wai 
a very extraordinary one, each party b^ng authorised 
by a royal (decree ; had the latter been pe&ceiMe no 
mischief .would have ensued. 

The sons of Haman were eager for fevenge ; aoft 
they had a strong party on then* side i they attacked 
the Jews, who were obliged to kill them in €heir ki#B 
defence. It seems- as if their enemies were struck with' 
that fear which is usually stiled in scripture thfe t&rrot 
of the Lord ; 6n the other hand, the Jews' were: 
strengthened, so that nothing could withstand them^ 

Esther was of too gentle a dispomtion to desire an* 
other day's slaughter from sangttintfry motived \ but,! 
without' doubt, she was apprised by Mordbeai, tbflt it 
was net;essary for the utter destruction of those wh6: 
would have continually molestjed the Jews, find ^8- 
t|irbed thQ peace of the state. It is supposed that the 
greater number of those who w^rctslaia were Amiie? 
kites : Haman's sons certainly were so, wbiob is a sitf* 
ficent reason for Esther's desiring to have their deed 
bodies 4iung up, as a terror to others. 

It is observable, that though the king's decree au- 
thorised the Jews to take the spoU of their eneme% Jor 
ajpre^i and they had a fair opportunity for eDriohiiig 
themselves ; yet they forbore to do so, in order to shew 
that they acted upon religious principles, atid had no- 
thing in view but to save their lives, not to make their 
fortunes. They slew none but th(>fe who look ariitf 

agamst them* 

It 
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It was in ofder to pierpelhiate' the remettibraYice of the 
signal mercies the Jews had received for the honour of 
Gor>^ that Mordecai wrote letters, and instituted an 
annual festival ; which is still observed among the Jewi^, 
but usually in a very riotous manner. The way in 
which Mordecai recommended it tb b'e kept, is deserv- 
ing of parttcularattention, namely, in feasting and joy, 
of which the poor were to be made partakers through' 
the^bounty of the rich. Thanksgiving and ahnsgiving 
ought • always to go together. 

From this Section we learn, that Mordecai continued' 

• * ' • 

good afler he became great ; and that, instead of seek- 
ing his own- wealth, he had a constant regard to the 
welfiire of his brethren, for whose sake the Loao gra- • 
ciously exalted him in the Persian court. 

The book of Esther shews us how kindly God watch- 
ed over these Jews, who did not return out of th^ land' 
of -their captivfty with the rest. As they had not zeal ^ 
enddgh for the Holy City and Temple, to encounter the 
difficulties of a removal thither, one would have sup- 
posed, that they would have been excluded from the 
especiar provMdnte o( Goo; but we find, that even 
those who were scattered among the provino^ of the 
heathen were taken care of, as well as those who were 
gathc^red together in the land of Judca, and were won- 
derfully preserved, when doomed to destruction, like* 
sheep appointed to be slain.^ Let u8 '^ow return to the • 
people in Judea. 

SECTION LXXX. 

THE COMMISSION OF ABTAJCERXES TO EZRA*. 

From Ezra y .Chitp, ir* ^ . - ^ 

Nwv after these.thhrgs Ezra the son of Seraiah, the 
son of Azariah the son of Hilkiab, 

n5 Thoj 
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The son of Sballuoiy the ioa of Zadok, the son of 
Ahituby the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the 
Mon of Meraiothy the son of Zeraihah, the son of tJzzii 
the son of Bukki, 

The son of Ablshua^ the son of Phiftehas, the son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest: 

This Ezra went up from Babylon ; and he was a 
ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the Loed Goo 
of Israel had given ; and the king granted him all his 
request, according to the hand of Uie Lord his God 
upon him. 

And there went up some of the children of Israeli 
and of the priests, and the Levites, and the singenti 
and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jerusalenit 
in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 

And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which 
was in the seventh year of the king. 

For up^ the first day of the month began he to go 
up from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month 
came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of 
his God upon him. 

For Ezra had prepared bis heart to seek the la# of 
the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes 
and judgments. 

Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Ar- 
taxerxes gave untp Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a 
scribe of the words of the commandments of the Loan, 
and of his statutes to Isiael. 

Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a 
scribe of the law oi the God of heaven, perfect peace, 
and^ at such a time, 

) make a decree, that all they of the people of Israiel, 
and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own free-will to go up to Jeru8alem» go 
with thee* 

Forasmuch 
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Foraimuch as thoa art sent of the Ung, and of hig 
seven counsellors^ to enquire conoeming Jtkbh and 
Jemsaleniy acc<»ding to die law of thy God which if 
in thine hand; 

And to carry the nlver and gold> which the king and 
his counsellors have freely offered unto the God of Dm 
rael, whose habitation is in Jerusalem ; 

And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in-all. 
the province of Babylon, with the free-will-offering of. 
thepeople» and of the priests, offering willingly for the 
house of their God which is in Jerusalem ; 

That thou mayest buy speedily with this money, 
ballocksy ramSy lambs, with their meat-offerings, and 
their drink-ofierings, and offer them upon the altar. o< 
the house of your God which is in Jerusalem. 

And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy 
brethren, to do with the rest of the silver and the gold^. 
that do after the will of your God. 

The vessels also that are given thee for the service 
of the house of thy God, those deliver thou before the 
God of Jerusalem* 

And whatsoever more shall be needful, for the house 
of God, which thou shalt have occasion to bestow, be«^ 
stow it out of the kin|:'8 treasure-house. 

And I, ^ven I, Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree 
to all the treasurers which are beyond the river, that ' 
whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of 
the God of heaven shall require of you, it be done 
speedily ; 

Unto an hundred talents of silver, and to an hundred' 
measures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of wine, 
and to an hundred baths of oil, and salt without pre- 
scribing how much. 

Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven,' 
let it be ^gently done for the house of the God ^ 

k6 heaven* 
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hMVdn: for ir&j sbould there be wrad> egahftt the 
realm of the king «Md)^s n&M^ 

Aho we certify yov, that teuckittg aoy of the priefite 
and LeviteSy singers, porters, Nethinims^ or inioisteJts 
of this house of God, it shall not be lawftil to impose 
toM, tribute^ or ctistotp upon them. 

And thou Ezra^ after the wis^m of thy Qod thai; it 
in thme hand, set magistrates and judges, wbidt may 
judge all the people that are beyond the ri?er, all such 
as know the law» of thy God ; and teaeh ye them that 
know them not. 

And whosoever will not do the law of thy God, aid 
the law of the king, let judgment be exeeuted speedily 
upon him, whether it be unto deaths or to banishment, 
or to confiscation of goodsj or imprisonment. 

And when Ezra had detained this letter, he said. 
Blessed be theXoRD God of our Jathers, which hatb 
put such a thing as this in the king*& heart, to beautify 
the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem ; 

And hath extended mercy unto me before the kmg 
and his counsellors, and before all the king^s mighty 
princes ; and I was strengthened^ as the hand of the 
lioRD my God was upon me; and I gathered together 
out of Israel chief men to go up with me* 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It may be inferred from this Section that Ezra took 

advantage of the favourable disposition which Artax- 

erxes (or Ahasuerus) through the mediation oC Esther 

and Mordecai, entertained for the Jews, and requested 

that thoge, who remained in subjection to *hirti; might 

join their brethren in Judea/ who had formerly gone by 

Ae permijgsion of Cyrus. 

One 
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fc ■ . « . ^ ■ * 

One could scareel; hdve expected, that a lieatheii 
prince would have made such provision for the Tetnj^e ' 
serrfce, or expressed himself in terms of revepence alidv 
respect to God: but this circumstance is an additional ' 
confirmation of what has be^i before ^bsei^vedy that 
those idoiatersy at least, who presided over great king« ; 
domsy were by some providential mean or other, made • 
acquainted with the sovereignty of the Loiin Jehovah, 
and so far acknowledged his power, that they were 
wMling to be at any expence to purchase his favour. 

In the following chapters we read, that as soon as : 
"Ezra had received the king's letter he made known its 
contents; and in a short time assembled together mie • 
thousiand four hundred and ninety-six men, beside wo- 
men and children, amongst whom were two priests, and 
about forty Levites. They were very likely to be at- • 
tacked by enemies in the way, especially as they car- 
ried treasm*eff with them, yet Ezra would not ask for'* 
guards ; instead of that, he and the people had recourse ' 
to prayer and fasting, in order to engage the protection 
of Gon ; fbr Ezra had declared to the king, that the 
hand of the Lord was upon all those Jbr good that sought 
Him; hut His povoer and His \orath against them that 
forsook Him, And therefore he was, as he said, asham- - 
ed to require a band of soldiers, to protect them from 
their enemies in the way. The measure Ezra pursued 
was certainly much the best. And it pleased God to 
reward the faith of him and his companions by the com- 
forts of the Hoi.Y Si^iRiT, so that they arrived in safety ^ 
at Jerusalem. The whole company which consisted 
of a mixture of the ten trib^, offered sacrifices ; and • 
wh'enthey had shewed their commissions, gave asskt- 
ance to tire work. 

Iff'tfte second year t)f Eznl^s govemtnent, comprint »' 
wds'mad^ that many of Ht^ people^ and e^en some of' 

the 
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lAtB priests, had inarried healhen wvm^ contrary to tbe 
law : thk filled hiati with grief and consternation^ for he 
was apprehensiTe that they would again return to ido- 
latry. As soon as it was reported that Ezra was in such 
affliction, there assembled unto him a great congr^a- 
tion, who mixed their tears with bis, and it was imme- 
diately determined that they should enter into a Covx* 
NANT with Gop, to put away these wives, which wai 
accordingly done ; but without doubt the women were 
properly provided for. About one hundred and thirty 
persons only had transgressed in this particular ; but 
bad not the affair been attended to ii^ time, it would in 
all probability have proved the destruction of the na. 
tion ; and it was better that a small number should 8uf« 
fer at first, than that they should have their religion 
eofrupted* 

About tbe twelfth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, 
Joachim, the high priest of the Jews, died; he was suc- 
ceeded in his office by Eliasbab his son. 

Before Ezra came to Jerusalem, the Scriptures were 
in a manner lost, the people were ignorant of the law, 
the worship of -God was neglected, and, every thing, • 
both in church and state, in great disorder* He con- 
tinued in his government some years, and wrought great i 
reforihation ; and made it his particular endeavour to 
produce a correct c<^y of the Holy Scriptures ; that' 
is to say, of all the books of which they then consisted, 
which he divided int<^ three parts, the Law, the Pro- 
phets, and the Holt Writings, viz. the Psalms, &&; 
Ibr that purpose he collected together all the copies of 
the sacred books he could meet with, that by comparing 
them he might discover the mistakes of different tran- 
scribers. Originally every book of the Hebrew Bible 
was written without any division into chapters and. 
Terses ; but it is supposed that Ezra divided the law 

nto 
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!fit^ fifty^four Bectioniy and that lie added the last chap* 
ter df Deuteronomy, and other parts which appeared 
necessary for connection and illustration. 

In the tseenty-ninth year of the reign of Artaxerxes^ 
Ezra resigned the government of Judea to Nehemiah; 
but still continued to instruct the people as an ex- 
pounder of the lav, and a preacher of righteousness. 



SECTION LXXXI. 
nbhbmiah's a¥fliction, akd intercsssion you 

THB JEWS. 

JFVom Nehemiahf Chap, i, ii. 

It came to pass that as Nehemiah, the king's cup. 
bearer^ was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani one of 
his brethren, and others, came unto him,- and he asked 
them concerning the Jews, that had escaped, which . 
were left of the ci^tivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 

And they said unto him, the remnant that are left 
of the captivity there in the province are in. a great afflic- 
tion and reproach : the wall of Jerusalem also is broken- 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

And it came to pass when Nehemiah heard these 
words, that he sat down, and wept and mourned certaiD 
days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven^ 
and said, I beseech thee> O Lord God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant apd,^ 
mercy for them that love him and observe thy com«^ 
mandments : 

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open*; 
that thou mayest hear the prayer pf thy servant, which* 
I pray before thee now day and night for the children of . 
Isnid thy aervaatSy and confess the sins of the children. 

6 of 
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of Israel, which we have sinned againstdiee: both I 
abd my father's hoase have sinned. 

We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
judgments, which thovt commandedst thy sertot 
MoseS. 

Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou com-' 
mandedst thy servant Moses, saying. If ye transgress I 
will scatter you abroad among the nations : 

But if ye turn unto me, and keep my comnlandments, 
and do them, though there were of you cast out unto 
ihe uttermost part of the heaven, yet wrll I gather them 
from thence, and will bi'ing them unto the place that I 
have chosen to'set my name there. 

Now thesb are thy servants and thy people, whom 
thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy 
strong hand. 

O Lord, I beseech thee, let* now thine e^rbe atten- 
tive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, who desire to fear thy name : and prosper, 
I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy 
in the sight of this man. 

And it came to pass that shortly after wine was be- 
fore the king : and Ifehemiah took up the wine, and' 
gave it to the king. Now he had not before-trme been 
sad in his presence. Wherefore the king said unto him,' 
Why is thy countenance slad, seeing thou ait not sick? 
This IS nothing elsfe but sorrow of heart. Then was* 
Nehemiah i^ore afraid ; ...... 

And saldunto the king, Let the kin^ live for ever: 
why should not my countenance be s^d, when the city, 
the pface of my fathers* sepulchres, Keth waste,'and the 
gates thereof consurat^d widv fire. ^ ... 

"ilien said the kmg unto Itlm'," Pot' t^hat dost diw' 
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make request ? So Nfchemiah prayed in his heart to the 
God of heaven to direct him. 

And said unto the kliig. If it please the king, and if 
thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thotf 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fa- 
thers' sepulchres, that I may buifd it. 

And the king said unto him^ the queen also sitting 
by him, For how long shail thy journey be ? and when 
wilt thou return ? So it pleased the king to send him ; 
and Nehemiah fixed a time. 

Moreover he said unto the king, If it please the king, 
let letters be given me to ther governors beyond the 
river, that they may convey me over till I come into 
Judah ; 

And ti letter onto Asaph the keeper of thef king's* 
forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for* 
the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, 
and for the wall of •;the city, and for the house that I' 
shall enter into. And the king granted him, accord-^' 
ing to the good hand of liis Gop upon him. 

ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

Nehemiah was a Jew, whose ancestors had formerly 
been citizens of Jerusalem; but who having obtained a^ 
good settlement in the land of their captivity, staid' 
there in prefereDce to retuming with their brethren. 
His office as cup-hearer to king Artaxerxes was both an 
honourable and profitable place, and Nehemiah had ac- 
cumulated a very great fortune; yet he was so far from: 
being insensible to the distresses of his countrymen, that 
when he was told that they were continually exposed 
to danger, derision, and contempt, on account of their 
city being defenceless, he felt their sorrows with the 
tenderest sympathy, and the Lord lent a graciouis ear 
to his humble request. 

It 
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It is worthy of remark, that God always fincb proper 
instruments to perform the work of His providence, and 
frequently makes the enemies of His churich guards 
and protectors to its friends and patrons. 



SECTION LXXXIL 

NSHEMIAH ARRIVES AT JERUSALEM — HE IKCIT£TR 
^H£ JEWS TO REBUILD THE WALLS. 

From Nehemiahf Chap, iu 

Then came Nehemiah to the governors beyond the 
river, and gave them the king's letters* Now the king 
had sent captains of the army, and horsemen with him. 

When SanbaHat the Horom^te, and Tobiah the set* 
vanty the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them ez» 
ceedingly, that there was come a man to. seek the wel- 
fare of the children of Israel. 

So Nehemiah came to Jerusalem, and was there three 
days. And he arose in the night, and some few men 
with him ; neither told he any man what his God had 
put into ^is heart' to do at Jerusalem^ neither was there 
any heast with him» ^ve the beast that he rode upon. 

And he went out by night by the. gate of the valley, i 
even before the dragon-well^ and to the dung-port, and 
viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 

Then he went on to the gate of the fountain, and to* 
th^ king's pool ; but there was no place for the beast 
that was under him to pass. 

Then he went up in the night by the brook, and 
viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 

gate of the valley, and so returned. 

And 
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And die rulers knew not whither he went» or what 
lie did : neither had he as yet told it to the Jews, nor 
to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to 
the rest that did the work. 

Then said he unto them, Ye see the distress that we 
are in, how Jerusalem lieth-waste, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire : come, and let us build up the 
vail of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 

The hand of my God is with me, as also the king's 
words that he had spoken unto me. And they said» 
Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work. 

But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the. 
servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard 
it, they laughed them to scorn, and despised them, and 
said. What is this thing that ye do f will ye rebel 
against the king ? 

Then answered Nehemiah, and said unto them, The 
Croo of heaven, he will prosper us : therefore we his 
lenrants will arise and build : but ye have no portion, 
nor right, nor memorial in Jerusalem. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

We find from this Section, that Nehemiah^ having 
ODce taken up the idea of serving his brethren the Jews^ 
he never lost sight of his pious and generous design. 

It seems that the agitation df his mind was perceived 
by the king, who appears to have been glad of giving 
to his beloved Esther a fresh proof of his kindness to 
her people. 

Nehemiah did not proceed in the business with haste 
and precipitation : for though he trustied that the goo^ 
Providence of God attended him, he did not expect a 
miracle to be wroi^ht, where human means, under the 
Divine blessing, were likely to succeed. 

We 
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We here learn, that as sootk as Nehexniah^s design was 
known, the Ammonites, Moabities, Samaritans, and 
other neighbouring nations, joined to oppose it. The 
ancient eniiiity of the Samaritans has been already men- 
tioned; bttt they had an additional motive in common 
with the other nations, for oppressing the Jews at that 
time 9 and this was, their having all seized upon differ' 
ent parts of the Jewish territories during the' capavitj, 
whichy on the return of the Jews, they had been obliged 
to restore; for this reason the Saniiaritans did all in their 
power to prevent the s6ttl^ment of the Jews, hoping 
they should find an opportunity of I'esitmiing Uie prey 
they had lost. 

We find that * Nehemiah was not discduin^ged by 
these malicious enemies, nor by the insinuations of dis- 
affected people and f^se prophets WitMn the walls, bid 
resolutely persisted; and the people lised'theii'i^tiliost 
exertions, laying ihetr' weapons by them,. msA wctfiting 
Slid standing guard alternately^ by which tiseans th^ 
aecomphshed the wotk -in' ffft5f-«wd da^^s^^ Neli^miah 
and the rulers, during tins iime^ did not e^ren p^l of 
their clothes, but to change them for clean ones. 

After this, Nehemiah relieved the poor from the op- 
pTession of the rich, who having lent them" money to 
supply their necessities, had exacted great interest; to 
pay which they had been obliged to mortgagee their 
lands, and even give up their children to servitude. 
Shortly afler, he returned^ h^to Persia, to acquaint the 
khig of ^is success, and having obtained a ne^ commis- 
sion, he with the assistance of Ezra, set about a farther 
reformation of the church and i^tate ; and as Jerusalem 
w^s but thinly inhabited, they prevailed on the rulers 
and other groat men to build houses and dwell in the 
city; and of the comm<Hi people, every tenth man was 

• See Chap Hi. and seqoel. 

taken 
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taken by lot, and obliged to settle there with thelr^ fa* 
milies; by which means the Jews were enabled to de- 
fend the place against their enemies. 

Nehemiah next caused the genealogies of thie people 
to be exactly scrutinized, that all might be directed in 
what parts, to tak^ their possessions; and the tjribe of 
Levi to be ascertained, that those who were not of the 
family of Aaroa might be excluded the sanctuary. It 
is very curiouis to trace these genealogies, but it would 
take.oyr 9tten.tion too long ^rou^ the. history. 
. Ezra having .cpippleted his cppy pf the laiv of God, 
and writteu it out fair in the C^^hlee character, read it 
{ULib)icly, as. w^ learn frpm the following Section, 

SECTION LXXXIII. 

THE SOLEMN READING OF THE LAW. 

From Nekemiahi Chap. vili. 

Akd all the people gathered themselves together as 
one man, into the street that was before the water-g^te, 
and they spake unto Ezra the scribe, to bring the book 
of the law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded 
to Israel. 

And Ezra the priest brought the law before the con- 
gregation, both of men and women, and all that could 
Jiear with understanding, upon the first day of the se- 
venth month. 

And he read therein before the street that was before 
thp water-gate, froni the morning until mid-day, before 
the men and the women, and those that could under- 
stand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law. 

And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, 
* which 
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which they had made for the purpose^ and beside Um 
stood Mattithiahy and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, 
and Hilkiahy and Maaseiah, on his right hand ; and on 
his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
Hashuniy and Hadibadana, Zechariah^ and M eshullam. 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people (for he was above all the people,) and when he 
opened it all the people stood up : and Esra blessed 
the Lord the great God : and all the people answered, 
Amen, amen, with lifting up their hands: and thej 
bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground. 

And the Levites who stood by Ezra, caused the 
people to understand the law : and the people stood ia 
their place. 

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly 
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading. 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra 
the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the 
people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto 
the Lord your God, mourn not, nor weep : for all the 
people wept when they heard the words of the law. 

Then he said unto them. Go your way, eat the fat, 
and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto 
our Lord; neither be you sorry, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength. 

So the Levites stilled all the people, saying. Hold 
your peace, for the day is holy, neither be ye grieved. 

And all the people went their way to eat, and to 
drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, 
because they had understood the words that were de- 
clared unto them. 

And 
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And on the second day were gathered together the 
chief of the fathers of the people, the priests and the 
Levitesy unto Ezra the scribe^ even to understand the ' 
werds of the law. 

And they found written in the hiw which the Lord 
had commanded by Moses^ that the children of Israel 
idiould dw^ in booths, in the feast of the seventh month. 

And that they should publish and proclaim in all their 
cities, and in Jerusalem, saying. Go forth unto the 
mount and fetch irfive-branches, and pine-branches, 
and myrtle-branches, and palm-branches, and branches 
of thick trees to make booths, as it is written. 

So the people went forth, and brought them, and 
made themselves booths, every one upon the roof of 
his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the 
house of God, and in the street of the water-gate, 
and in the street of the gate of Ephraim. 

And all the congregation of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under 
the booths : for since the days of Joshua the son of 
Nun, unto that day, had not the children of Israel 
done so : and there was very great gladness. 

Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, 
he read in the book of the law of Goo : and they kept 
the feast seven days, and on the eighth day was a so- 
lenm assembly, according unto the manner. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The scaffold or pulpit, whence Ezra read the law to 
the people, was erected in the largest street of the city, 
probably because the court of the Temple was not ca- 
pable of containing so great a multitude. He read it in 
liebrew, and the Levites repeated it, period by period, 
to the people, in the Chaldee tongue, which was usually 
apoken by the Jews at that time; from hence we may 

infer. 
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" infer, th^t Ezra thought^it agreeable to tbe Divine will 
tliat tbe Scriptures should be translated for the use of 
the coromoQ people. 

This was a very afiecting ceremony to ihe JewSi axid 
tjlitere is no wonder tliat it caused dieir tears to flow. 
The spiritual fomine, which the prophet Amps had &re- 
told*,, had been of long continuance, the bread of life 
was now.restored to them. Had they set a proper va- 
lue on it before, it would not have been taken from 
them; but they sUghted the Divine ordinances, till they 
])rovoked the Lord to cast a veil over them, which it 
required a diligent hand, guided by his Holy Spirit to 
4raw ^ide. 

May ail who enjoy the advantage of a translation of 
those scriptures, which they have not skill to read in 
their original Itinguage, set as high a value on them, as 
the Jews at this time did on that which was vouchsafed 
t^ them! And may every one who hears them read, pay 
the same ready and devout attention jto them ! 

SECTION LXXXIV. 

A SOLEMN FAST AND REPENTANCK QT THE PEOPLE— 
TJ^SY SOLEMNLY PROMISE TO KEEP XSOD'S LAWS. 

From Neheniiahf Chap, ix. 

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the 
children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with 
saekclothes, and earth upon them. 

And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all 
strangers, and stood and confessed iheir sins, and the 
iniquities of their fathers. 

And they stood up in their place, and read in the 

• Amos viii. 11. 

, book 
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book of the law of the Lord their Gqd one fouiA- 
part af the day ; and anotlier fourth part they qop- 
fessed, and worshipped the Loup their God.' 

And when they had declared the itaercies of Gqd to 
the seed of Abraham, the house of Israel, they said» 
Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and 
the terrible God, who keepest corenant and merqr^ 
let not all the trouble seem Uttle before thee that balb 
come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and oa 
our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathersy 
and all thy people, since the time of the kings of As* 
Syria unto this day* 

Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us ; 
for thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly : 

Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests,, nor 
our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened, unto thy com- 
mandments, and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst 
testify against them. 

For they have not served thee in their kingdom, and 
in thy great goodness thai thou gavest them, and in the 
large and fat land which thou gavest before them, nei« 
ther turned they from their wicked works* 

Behold we are servants this day ; and for the land that 
thou gavest unto our fathers, to eat the fruit thereof^ 
and the good thereof, behold we are servants in it. 

And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom 
thou hast set over us because of our sins : also they 
have dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, at 
their pleasure, and we are in great distress. 

And because of all this, we make a sure covenart^ 
and write it ; and bur princes, Levites, and , priests, 
seal unto it. 

And the rest of the peoplet the priests, the Levites, 
the porters, the singers, the Nethiniois, and all they 
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;tfaat had «eparated themselTes from the people of the 
lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and 
their daughters, every one having knowledge, and hav« 
jng understanding ; 

They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and en^ 
tered into a curse,* and into an oath, to walk in God's 
law, which was given by Moses th^ servant of GoD| 
and to observe and do all the commandments of tke 
Lord our Loan, and his judgments and his statutes. 

And that we would not give our daughters unto the 
people of the land, nor take their daughtersfor our sons : 

And if the people of the land bring ware or any vio 
•tuals on the sabbath-day to sell, that we would not buy 
it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy-day ; and that 
we would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of 
jevery debt. 

Mao we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves 
yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service of 
the housd of our God ; 

For theiihew-bread, and for the continual meat-ofe' 
ingy and for the continual bumt-offerlng of the sab* 
baths, of the new moons, for the set-feasts,:and for the 
holy thbgs, and for the sin-ofierings, to make an atone- 
menf for Israel, and for all the work of the house of 
our God. ' 

And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, 
and the people^ for the wood-offering, to bring it into 
the house of our Gob, after the houses of our fathers, 
at times appointed, year by year, to bum upon the 
altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the law; 

And to bring the first-fruits of our groijnd, and the 
first-fruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto 
fhe house of the Loan ; 

Also the first-born of our sons;, and of our cattle, (si 
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it is uritten in the law), and the firstlings of our herds^ 
and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our Goo, 
unto the priests that minister in the house of our God. 

And that we should bring the first-fruits of our 
dough, and bur offerings, and the fruit of all manner 
of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to .the 
chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of 
our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites 
might have the tithes in ail the cities of our tillage. 

And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the 
Levites, when the Levites take tithes : and the Levites 
shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of 
our God, to the chambers, into the treasure-house. 

For the children of Israel and the children of Levi 
shall bring the offering of the com, of the new wine, 
and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels 
of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the 
porters, and the singers ; and we will not forsake the 
house of our God. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears from this Section, that the Levites per- 
fectly well understood the conditions of the original 
covenant, which God made with Abraham, and were 
thoroughly convinced, that the Lord had faithfully 
performed His part of it. It is needless to comment on 
every part of this covenant ; but one particular should 
not be passed over, namely, the resolution they took, 
not to buy victuals or exact debts on the Sabbath; the 
doing such t^^ings, unless in cases of absolute necessity, 
IS a pro&nation of that holy day, which should care* 
fully be avoided by all those who profess to honour God. 

That the Israelites might no more plead ignorance 
tf the,Iaw»m excuse for their sins, they from this time 
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"had tlie Scripttires frequently read and explained te 
them by the most learned amongst the Levites and 
other scribes, which at first it is likely they did in the 
same manner as Ezra ; but the inconvenience of standi 
ing in the open street in all weathers, suggested the 
thought of building afterwards houses or tabernaclei 
for the purpose ; and this seems to have been the ori- 
ginal of s3magogue8, which soon multiplied like our 
parish-churches ; for every town where there were ten 
persons of full age, and in easy circumstances of life, so 
as to have leisure to attend the public service, was at 
liberty to erect one, and in each of these synagogues 
was a copy of the law. The service performed in them 
consisted of prayers, reading the Scriptures, and preach- 
ing or expounding them. This was done two days in 
the week, besides on the Sabbath and the festivals. The 
law being divided into so many sections as there are 
weeks in the year, they read half a lesson on Monday 
morning, and the other half on Thursday morning, and 
this same lesson they read on the Sabbath both morning 
and afternoon ; and when reading of the prophets was 
added to reading the law, the same order was observed 
in respect to them. 

The hours of prayer, amongst the Jews, whether in 
their synagogues or private houses, were at the times 
of offering the morning and evening sacrifices in the 
Temple ; . for they supposed that the sacrifices and in- 
cense were designed to render Goo propitious to them, 
and to make their prayers acceptable. The priests and 
Levites only officiated in the Temple, but persons of 
any tribe were appointed for the service of the syna- 
gogue by some of the elders of the town^ who were 
called rulers of the synagogue. 

Great advantages arose from the practice of building 
synagogues, and reading and explaining the Scriptures : 
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for the Jews were never guilty of idolatry any more y 
bat when they were afterwards scattered into various 
nations, they erected places for public worship where- 
ever the rulers of the country would permit them. It 
was also by means of these synagogues that the hea« 
thcns, where the Jews were dispersed, came to know 
t])c true GoDy and some general principles of virtue 
and piety. « 

Neheaiiahy aflcr he had been governor of Judeai 
twelve years, returned to the Persian court : he staid 
about five years in Persia, and then was sent by the 
king witli a fresh commission : during his absence many 
things had gone wrong, but he exerted hn; usual zeal to 
reform all irregularities. About four years after Nehe- 
roiah's return to Jerusalem, Artaxerxes died in the 
forty-first year of his reign : during his government, 
Nehemiah acted with great justice, and supported his 
QiEce with a very expensive magnificence out of his 
own private gurse, he had, as, I said before, amassed 
great wealth, and thought he could not expend it bet- 
ter than in the service of God and his country, and in 
promoting Religion, and Goo prospered him accord- 
ingly. 

Artaxerxes was succseeded by his son Xerxes the se- 
cond, who was killed by his brother Sogdianus. 

Sogdianus was put to death in a cruel manner by his 
brother Ochus. 

Ochus obtained the kingdom, and changed his name 
to Darius, and is the same whom historians call Darius 
Nothus. 

Nehemiah, during these revolutions, continued still 
in the government of Judea. Eliashib the high-priest, 
died in the 1 1th year of the reign of Darius Nothus, 
and was succeeded by Jehoiada. 

This king permitted a man named Sanballat to erect 
a Temple on mount Gerizim, like that at Jerusalem^ 
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and make his son-In^aw, ManasseSy high-priest of k. 
Manasses was one of those Jews who married heathen 
wives, and resolving not to give up his, had fled firora 
Jerusalem to escape punishment ; from this time Sama- 
ria became the common refuge and asylum of those 
Jews who were found guilty of breaking the sabbaths, 
iic» 60 that in time the greatest part of its inhabitants 
were apostate Jews. Those whom Essar-hdddon had 
planted there, worshipped other gods besides the Lord: 
but these did not do so, for a book of the law was car- 
ried to Samaria, and publicly read ; daily service was 
also performed there the same as at Jerusalem. Not- 
withstanding this, the Jews hated the Samaritans above 
all the people upon earth, and avoided all kind of con- 
verse and communication with them. . 

How long Nehemiah lived at Jerusalem after this is 
uncertain ; but it is supposed he continued in the go- 
vernment to the time of his death. After him there 
seems to have been no governor of.Judea: but this' 
country being added to Syria, became whfolly subjected 
to the governor of that province, and under him the 
high-priest had the charge of regulating all a£Biiif 
there. Darius Nothus met with great disturbances! 
and after he had reigned nineteen years he died. 

Nehemiah 's exalted piety, his love for his country, 
extensive benevolence, judicious liberality, and manly 
courage, shew his charfiCt^r in a most amiable light, 
end irender him worthy of the imitation of those who 
are blessed with power and affluence. 

Ezra's example is deserving of the consideration of 
those *whose business it is to instruct others in the du» 
ties of Religion ; for he was indefatigable in the study 
of the Scriptures, and took infinite pains to render 
them intelligible and useful. 

It has been observed before, that the Lojtn made 

t900 



( 295 ) 

/iDoCoTiSKANts with Abraham^ one relating to Tzi>u 
PoaAL PROSPERm in the land qfCanaariy the other to 
a general blessing to be convei/ed through him io all 
Mankind. We have seen the completion of the first, 
in the course of the history of the Israelites from Abra- 
ham to Icing David; and also know that the Lord ' 
niade a covenant with David, and by what means hisr 
descendants forfeited the Divine favour ; and that the 
Israelites^ for the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and the tribe of Judah^ for the sake of David, were, 
miraculously preserved from utter destruction, although 
they had so frequently provoked the Lord by disobe- 
dience. Notwithstanding the general defection of 
God's chosen people, there were alwa3r8 some among* 
them who adhered to the Divine law; but these were 
unavoidably involved in the public cakumties whici^ 
were inflkted on the disobedient: to comfort them» 
and warn the wicked to return to the Lord, a succes-^ 
sionof prophets were sent, who foretold the varioua 
revolutions that would happen in the Jewish state and' 
the heathen nations, with whom the Israelites were aft* 
different periods connected. We have read how ex* 
actly the prediction respecting the captivity of Israel 
and Judah were accomplished, and by what wonderful 
means their restoration to the land of their inheritaoce 
was effected ; where they were once more governed by^ 
their own laws, and allowed to worship God in His 
holy Temple ; but the -children of Israel were not yet 
in so honourable a condition as formerly, being still 
under subjection to the heathens, and dispersed in dif- 
ferent countries. Thei Lord had graciously provided 
a continual source of consolation for theto, by reveal* 
. ing to the prophets, who committed these revelations to 
writing, that a farther deliverance would be wrought 
f<» the remnant of his fiudiful people by the coming of 
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Ibe MESSIAH. Bat we will pass over these. propheciM^ 
;^t present, that we may read them with the New Tes; 
lament, as the history of the events they treat of will 
be the best comment on tliem. 

Let us now see what Daniel foretold concerning thg 
fall of the Persian empire. 

SECTION LXXXV. 
paxiel's vision of the ram avd the iie-goat. 

From Danielf Chap. viii. 

In the- third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a 
vision appeared unto me, even unto me, Daniel, alter 
^t which appeared unto me 9t the first. 

And I saw in a vision ; and it came to pass, when I 
miWf that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in 
tht province of Elam ; and I saw in a vision, and I was 
by the river Ulai. 

Then I lifted up mine eye^, and saw, and belidd, 
» thert stood before the river a ram which had two 
horns; and the two horns were high ; but one was 
. higher than the other, and the higher came up last. 

I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, 
and southward ; so that no beasts might stand before 
him, neither was there any that could deliver out of 
his hand ; but he did according to his will, and became 
gceat. 

And as I was considering, behold, an he-goat came 
from the' west on the face of the whole earth, aod 
touched not the ground : and the goat had a notable 
J)om between his eyes. 

«And he came to the ram that had two herns, which 
I ^ad seen standing before the river, and ran unto ium 
in the fury of his power. 

Apd Isawliim come.clpae unto the ram, and he was 
. moved 
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mov^d with choler against him, and smote the rain» 
and brake his two horns, and there was no power in 
the ram to stand before him, but he cast him. down ta 
the ground, and stamped upon him; and there was 
pone that could ddiver the ram out of his hand. 

Therefore the he-goat waxed very great : and when 
he was strong, the great horn was broken : and for it 
came up four notable ones toward the four winds of 
heaven. 

* And out of one of them came forth a little horn, 
which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and 
toward the east,- and toward the pleasant knd^ 

And It waxed great, even to- the host of heaven ; and 
it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the 
ground, and stamped upon theoou. 

Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the 
host, aiMi by him the daily sacrtfice was taken away,^ 
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. 

And an- host was given him against the daily sacrifice 
by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth « 
to the ground ; and it practised and prospered. 

Then I heard one saini speaking,^- and another saint 
said unto that certain-saint which spake^ How long shall 
be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the 
transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary 
and the host to be trodden under foot ? 

And he said unto^me, Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days ; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 

And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen 
the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold^ 
there stood before me as the appearance of a man;^ 

And I heard a man's voice between the banks of 
Vlai, which called, and said, Gabrio^ make this man 
to understand the vision. 

So he came neas where I stood: and when he came 
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I was afraidi and fell upon my face : but he said unto 
me. Understand, O son of man : for at the time of the 

end shall be the vision. 

Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep 
deep on 'my face toward the ground : but he touched 
me, and set me upright. 

And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what 
shall be in the last end of the mdignation : for at the 
time appointed the end shall be. 

The ram which thou sawest having two horns, are 
the kings of Media and Persia. 

And the rough goat is the king of Grecia : and the 
great horn that is between his eyes is the first kmg. 

Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for i^ 
four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not 
in his power. 

~ And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 
transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce 
.countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall 
stand up. 

And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own 
power : and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and 
the holy people. 

And through hiS policy also he shall cause craft to 
prosper in his hand : and he shall magnify himself in 
his heart, and by peace shall destroy many : he shall 
also stand up against the Puince of princes: but he 
shall be broken without hand. 

And the vision of the evening and the morning which 
was told is true : wherefore shut thou up the vision : 
for it shall be for many days. 

And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; 
afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I 
was astonished at the vision, but none understood it. 

e ANNOTA. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

This prophecy eridently relates to the Persian and 
Grecian monarchies. The emblems here given of theso 
kingdoms will appear highly proper, if we consider that 
a ram or a ram's head was the royal ensign of the Per* 
sians, and that the Greeks of Macedonia were called 
^giadsD, or the people of the goat, for 200 years be* 
fbre the time of Daniel. Caraunus, their founder, set* 
tied in a place where there was a flock of goats, and 
irom thence called his settlement goat's town, and 
made the figure of a goat his ensign. We shall sooit 
see how literally this prophecy was accomplished. 

Artaxerxes-Miiemon, one of the sons of Darius^ 
Kothus succeeded him in the throne. The reign of 
this king is long, and full of interesting events ; but we 
must confine ourselves to the Jewish history. 

In the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes died Jehoiada 
the high-priest, who was succeeded by his son Jehonan, 
called also Jonathan, who held it thirty- two years. Je^ 
shua, his brother, by means of the governor of Syria, 
obtained a grant of the priesthood for himself, and went 
to take possession ; which occasioned a great conten- 
tion, and Jehonan killed Jeshua in the inner court of 
the temple. The governor of Syria was exceedingly 
enraged at this action, and, coming up to Jerusalem, 
obliged the priests to pay out of the public treasury a 
very considerable tax : but they were at his death re- 
lieved from it. Jaddua, the son of Jehonan, succeeded 
his father as high-priest of the Jews. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes^ 
great disturbances arose in the Persian empire, occa^ 
sioned by the contentions of his sons about the succes* 
aion ; for be bad a numerous family t At length th« 
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poor old king, who was upwards of ninety^four yean of 
age, died of grtof* 

Artaxerxes-Ochusy one of his sons, succeeded to the 
throne. This monarch was the cruellest and worst of 
all the Persian kings. 

The Sldoniansy and other Phoenicians, revdltedi and 
entered into a confederacy with the king of Egypt; 
bat Artaxerxes subdued them alL The Sidonians were 
betrayed into his hands by their own king ; and, find* 
ing there was no way to escape either by sea or land, 
they retired to their houses, and, setting firo to them 
over their heads, were all consumed to the number of 
forty thousand men, besides women and children. Ar- 
taxerxes, having no farther need of the king of Sidon, 
caused him to be put to death : there were vast riches 
in Sidon at the time of this calamity, which being all 
melted down by the flames, Artaxerxes sold the ashes 
for 2r considerable sum of money. 

The Jews seem to have engaged with the Phoenicians 
against Artaxerxes : for, after the destruction of Sidon, 
he marched into Judea, besieged and took Jericho, 
and mdtrofmany of the Jews captive, led them into 
Egypf and other parts. 

Artaxerxes at length subdued all the revolted pro* 
winces, and then gave himself up to luxury and dissi* 
pation, and left the management of public affiurs to 
nunisters. After he had reigned twenty-iMie yewrs, he 
TIH^ poisoned by Bagoas his favourite. 

Upon the death of Artaxerxea-Ochus, Arses, the aoB 
of that monarch was made king by Bagoas, who put 
all the king's sons to death. Hie name of king was att 
lliat remained to Arses, for the power and authority 
9agoas reserved to himself. 

( About this time Philip of Macedon,waa made con« 
•Hmder ia chief of all tho Grecian citiesiaiid states lor 
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canybg on a war against the Persians ; but, 
could set out on the expedition, he was slain at 
by a young nobleman, whose injuries he had neglected 
to redress ; and was succeeded by his son Alexander, 
who was then about twenty-one yeaia old. 

Arsesy king of Persia, waa idain by the treachery ai 
Bagoasy who then placed on the throne Darius the 
Third, distinguished in history by the name of Dariua 
Codomaaus. 

Bagoas, not finding ham such im one as wotild an* 
swer his purpose, resoWed to poison him; but Dariua 
being apprised of it, obliged him to drink the deadly 
potion himself, and became settled in the kingdom^ 
wiUiout any farther difficulty^ 

Darius Codomanus is said to have been the hand* 
aomest man in the Persian entire, very valiant, and of 
a mild and generous disposition : he was scarcely seated 
on the throne, before Alexander, king of Macjedon^ 
prepared ti> drive him from it. 

The prophecy of Daniel, contained in tins Section, 
req>ecting the conquest of Persia by the Greeks, givea 
one a lively image of the contest between the two king* 
doms : one part of it evidently related to Alexander* 
The notable horn certainly meant Alexander the Great, 
fls the following account of him, extracted from au* 
thentic authors, will evince. 

Alexander, shortly after his father's death, was de* 
elared general of the Greeks; and marched, into Persia 
with an army, consisting of no more than thirty thou » 
•and foot, and four thousand horse, furnished only witl| 
a sum sufficient to subsist his army for thirty days. He. 
encountered the Persian army at the river Granicus, 
and gained a great victory over them, though they 
were five tines his number, and got possession of seve* 
nd proviDcesi and a great deal of treasure. Aft^ thjif , 
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And he said, . Thou shalt Ao more rejpice, ihouop>- 
pressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, pass over V$ 
Chittim : there also shalt thou have no rest. 

Behold, the land of the Chaldeans ; this people was 
not till the Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in 
the wilderness : they set up the towers thereof, Ihcy 
raised up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. 

Howl, ye ships of Tarsbish : for your strength is laid 
waste. 

And it shall come to pass, after the end of seventy 
years, that the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn 
to her hire, and shall commit abomination with all the 
kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. 

And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness 
to the Lord : it shall not be treasured nor laid up % for 
her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the 
Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing. 

IL Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters*: 
the east-wind hath broken thee in the midst of the seas^ 

Thy riches, and thy fkirs, thy merchandise, thy ma- 
riners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of 
thy merchandise, and all thy men of war that are in 
thee, and in all thy company which is in the midst of 
thee, shall laill iota the midst of the seas in the days of 
thy ruin. 

- The suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry of 
thy pilots. 

And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the 
pilots of the sea, shall comedown fponv their ships, they 
sliall stand upon the land ; and ^11 cause their voice 
to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and 
shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow 
•themselves in the ashes r 

And they shall make themseNes utterly baUkfer thee, 
and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weqp for 
thee with bitterness of heart, and bitter wailmg. 
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And in their waHing they shall take up a lameiitation - 
fbr thee, and lament over thee, saying, What city is like 
Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the sea ? When 
thy wares went forth out of theseas, thou fiiledst many 
people ; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth witii 
the multitude of thy riches and of tliy merchandise* 

In the time when thou shalt he broken by the seas in 
the ^kpths of the waters, thy merchandise and all thy 
company in the midst of thee shall fall. 

AU the inhabitants of the Isles shall be astonished at 
thee, and their kings shall be sore afraid, th^y shall be* 
troubled in their countenance. 

The tnerchants among the people shall hiss at thee : 
tliou shalt be a terror, and never shall be any more. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

¥twa the fint of these predictions we understand, 
that it was foreknown to the- Almighty that Tyre 
would provoke Divine Justice to inflict another heavy 
judgment upon it, and that he ordained Chittim, which 
is Macedonia, to be the instrument of Divine vengeance. 
The second extract describes all the commercial and 
maritime world as grieved and astonisned at her fate» 
and greatly alarmed for their own. Let us now enquire 
after Alexander's proceedings in respect to this kingdonu 

The Tyrians, hearing of the rapid success of the Gre- 
cian conqueror, were desirous of securing the friendship 
of this mighty monarch, for which purpose they sent 
ambassadors to him with provisions for his army ; but he 
insisted on their submitting to him as their master, on 
w}itch they denied him admittance into their city. He 
f hen rteolved td besiege it; and at length, with great 
skill and labour, accomplished the conquest of ofdTyre^ 
and afterwards burnt new Tyre to the ground, and de« 
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stroyed or enslayed all its inhabitants. Eight thoussDd 
be slew in battle, two thousand of tho§e whom he took' 
prisoners he caused to be crucified; -the rest, to the 
number of thirty thousand, were sold for slaves. Some 
had, before the siege, sent their wives and children to 
Carthage for safety ; and some w^re preserved by the 
Sidonians, who conveyed them away privately in ships. 
These were very heavy judgments, but from the pro. 
phetic writings we learn that they were deservedly in- 
flicted ; for the remembrance of the former misfortanes 
which had befallen Tyre, was obliterated by a series of 
prosperity, and the inhabitants once more regarded her 
as the queen of cities; pride, luxury, avarice, licentious* 
ness, and impiety, again ruled their actions; they again 
confided in their own strength and power, forgetful of 
the Almighty, who had before humbled then in the 
dust. 

The following extract from the prophecy of Esdod 
gives a lively idea of the magnificence and inoporCaoce 
of this famous city. 

SECTION LXXXVII. 

PAKT OV THE rROPHECY OF EZEKIEL CONCERNIKO 

TYRE. 

From Ezekiely ^Chap, xxvii* 

O THOU that art situate at the entry of the sea, 
which art a merchant of the people for many isles ; 
Thus saith the Lord Goo ; O Tyrus, thou hast sai^ 
I am of perfect beauty. 

Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, Ay 
builders have perfected thy beauty. 

They have made all thy shipboards of fir-trees of 
Senir : they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make 
masts for thee. 

Of 
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Of the oakfe; of Bashan have they made thine oart ; 
tbe company of the Assurites have made thy bendhet" 
of ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim. 

Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was 
that which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue 
and purple from the isles of Elisha was that which co- 
vered thee. 

The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy ma- 
riners: thy wise men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, 
were thy pilots. 

The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were 
in thee thy calkers : all the ships of the sea with their 
mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandise. 

They of Persia, and of Lud, and of Phut were in- 
thine army, thy men of war : they hanged the shield 
and helmet in thee ; they set forth thy comeliness. 

The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thjr 
walb round about, and the Grammadims were in thy 
towers; they hanged their shields upon thy w^ round 
si>oat : they have made thy beauty perfect. 

Tarshtsh was thy merchant by reason of thy multi. 
tttde of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and 
lead, they traded in thy fairs. 

Javan, Tubal, and Meshach, they were thy mer- 
chants : they traded the persons of men and vessels of 
brass in thy market. 

They of the house of Toga^ali traded in thy fairs 
with horses, and horsemen, and mules. 

The men of Dedan were thy merchants : many isles 
were the merchandise of thine hand: they brought 
thee for a present horns of ivory, and ebony. 

Sjrria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude 
of the wares of thy making : they occupied in thy fairs 
with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and fine 
linen, and coral, and agate, 

Judah^ 



{ SM ) 

Judahy and the land of Israel, they were thy mer- 
dianU ; th^y traded iq thy market wheat of Minaitby 
and Pannag, and honey, and oU, and bahn. 

Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of tfae 
wares of thy making, for the multitude of all riches ; ia 
the wine of Helbon, and white wooL 

Dan also and Javau going to and fro occupied in 
thy fairs: bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were ia 
thy market. 

Dedan was thy merchant in precious dothes for 
chariots. 

Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied 
with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats : in these were 
they thy merchapts. 

The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were tby 
merchant: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all 
Ibices, and with all precious stones, and gold. 
, Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of 
Sheba, Ashur and Chilmad, were thy merchants* 

These were thy merchants in all sorts of things, in 
blue clothes, and broidered work, and in chests of rich 
apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar amoog 
thy merchandise. 

The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market; 
and thou wast replenished and made very glorious ia 
the midst of the seas. 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

What a strong resemblance does Great Britain bear 
to Tyre in many particulars. It is, like that, aaialand 
guarded by the ocean, and the acknowledged sovereign 
of the seas. Riches flow unto her from every quarter <^ 
the globe, and the produce of her land is sought by dis* 
taut nations. Her pride, like that of Tyre, has ire* 

qneotl; 
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quently provol^ed the Lord to send chastisements upon 
her ; hot hitherto she has not been totally abandoned 
to infidelity and vice. Many righteous have been 
found in her borders, for whose sake the Almighty hat 
graciously averted his heavy judgments. O may the 
number of those faithful servants increase ! may true 
religion flourish and abound ! may the sabbaths of the 
Lord be properly observed 1 may the Saviour of the 
world be duly honoured ! may the rich exercise bene- 
volencOy and the poor act with integrity ! may British 
youth of both sexes, and all conditions, impress upon 
their yet uncorrupted minds this important precept^ 
that Righteousness exalteth a nation, but Sin 
II THE destruction oy ANY PEOPLE; and may they 
regulate their lives accordingly ! Then will the Lord 
not only spare our Tyre, but make us the glory ov 
NATIONS, A holy PEOPLE ; Rttd he will be near at hand 
to grant us all things necessary for our temporal and 
eternal welfare. Happy are the people who are in suck 
a case, yea blessed are the people who have the Lord 
for their God. 



SECTION LXXXVIIL 

THE END OF THE PERSIAN, AND THE BEGINNING OF 

TUB GRECIAN EMPIRE. 

After Alexander had subdued Tyre, he marched to 
Jerusalem; the cause of his doing so was this. The Ty* 
rians, being chiefly given to merchandise, were mostly 
supplied w^ith provisions by their neighbours : and Ga. 
lilee, Samaria,' and Judea, being the countries from 
whence they were principally furnished, Alexander, 
during the siege of Tyre, was obliged to apply to the 
same quarter, and therefore sent to require the inhabit- 
ants 
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9Xkt8 of those places to submit to him. The Jews plead« 
cdtbeir oath of allegiapce toDarius, which forbad their 
acknowledging a new jnaster during lus life; this ex« 
ceedingly enraged the proud conqueror, and heresolv* 
ed to punish Jerusalem. In this distress Jaddua the 
high*priest who had then the immediate government 
of the people under the Persians, being in great per* 
plexity, resolved to seek the Lord, and trust to his Al« 
MIGHTY Protection. Sacrifices and prayers were 
devoutly offered, and the Lord had compassion on his 
peo[de; and directed Jaddua in the v&ions of the night 
to go out and meet the conqueror in his sacred robes« 
with all the priests in their proper habits, and the people 
ioc white garments which they did ; and advancing to 
a place called Sapha (an eminence without Jerusalem) 
there waited the coming of Alexander, and on his ap- 
proach met him in a solemn manner. He was struck 
wi^h profound awe at the spectacle ; and hastening for- 
ward, bowed down to Jaddua with a religious veneiti- 
tion, to the great surprize of those who attended him. 
While all stood amazed, Parmenio, one of Alexander's 
generals, asked him how it came to pass that he, whom 
all adored, should pay such adoration to the Jewish high- 
priest ; to which he answered, that he did not pay that 
adoration to him,, but to the God whose priest he was. 
For that when he was in Macedonia, and was delibe« 
rating how he should cariy on the war against Persia, 
and was in much doubt about the undertaking, he saw 
in a dream this very man, who encouraged him to lay 
aside ail fear and diffidence, and pass boldly into Asia; 
promising him that God would be his guide, and give 
him the empire of the Persians. Therefore he was now 
confident he should succeed according to his desire: then 
turning to Jliddi|a, he kindly embraced him, and en- 
tered Jerusalem in a friendly manner, where he offered 

sacrifices 
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McrificM t^ God in the Temple; and Jaiddua boriog 
shewn hkn the prophecies of Daniel, which predict^ 
the overthrow of the Persian empire by a Grecian kingt 
he went from thence with greater assurance of success^ 
not doubting but he was the person meant by those 
prophecies*. 

This account is a farther confirmation of the opinioa 
which is justified by several passages in Holy Writ, that 
the great conquerors were by Sbme means or other made 
acquainted with the prophecies relating to themselvee» 
and with the existence and supremacy of the Lord 
God. 

The Samaritans, encouraged by Alexander's treat- 
ment of the Jews, met him also with great pomp, and 
prayed that he would honour their city and temple, with 
his presence. He answered them kindly, but was not 
then at leisure, being on a hasty march into Egypt ; 
and soon brought that country into subjection to him. 
Here he built a city, and called it, after his own name» 
Albxandbia, and afterwards peopled it with colonies 
drawn from other places; among whom were many 
Jews: to these he gave great privil^es, and allowed 
them the free use of their religion. 

When Alexander had settled all his affairs in Egypt, 
he hasted toward the east to find out Darius. In his 
return towards Palestine, he learnt that Andfonicus, a 
great favourite of his, whom he had made governor of 
Syria and Pdestine, had been murdered by the Samari« 
tans ; who, rising in a tumult, had set fire to the house 
in which he was, and burnt him to death, on account^ 
as is supposed, of their not having the same privilegea 
granted to them as their enemies the Jews had. Alex- 
ander being exceedingly exasperated against the Sama« 
Titans, caused all who had any part in the murder to be 

* See Dtn. viii* 
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put to death, and drove all the rest out of the city, 
placing Macedonians in their stead, and giving the re- 
mainder 4)f their territories to^ the Jews. Those who 
aurvived the calamity retired to Sechem, under mount 
Geriziniy and from that time this place became the me- 
iropolU of the Samaritan sect* Those Samaritans, who 
vrere ib hia army, Alexander sent to Egypt, to prereDt 
disturbances, and then pursued his course in quest of 
4»ther conquests. In a short space of time he got pos- 
^■essioa of the whole Persian empire. 
' Darius defended his kingdom to the utmost of his 
power; but was at last treacherously seized by two of 
his generals, and bound with chains of gold, and after- 
wards mortally wounded by them, and left in a covered 
chariot, where he expired before the arrival of Alexan- 
der ; who lamented his unhappy fate, and bestowed an 
honourable funeral upon him, and treated his family 
with the utmtost kindness. Thus died Darius Codo- 
M ANUS, and with him ended the Persian empire, aller 
having existed two hundred and nineteen years, from 
the beginning of the reign of Cyrus. 

At the time the Persians conquered Babylon^ thej 
were a sober, laborious, and modest people ; but, after 
they had completed their conquests, they degenerated 
from their natural character, and grew fond of magnifi- 
cence, ease, and pleasure: tiU at length they became 
like the Babylonians, and were regarded as the mo^ 
•luxurious people in the world ; therefore we cannot won* 
der that the Grecians were suffered to subdue them. 

When Alexander had secured to himself the Persian 
empire^ he resolved on the conquest of other nations, and 
^after A variety of successes which are related in the Gre- 
cian history, he took up his residence in Babylon. Here 
he employed his thoughts in plans for the embellishment 
of the city, and meditated future enterprises; but met 

with 
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with obstacles.at fint, and died before the completion 
of his schemes. A supreme cause^ unknown to men» 
overruled hi^ actions, that the prophecies against Ba- 
bylon, written 300 yeans before, might be accom* 
pliahed. 

Alexander intended to repair the temple of Belus, 
but God had ordained that it should never be rebuilt. 
The Jews, who were among Alexander's army, re- 
fused to take their turn in clearing away the rubbish, 
though they were repeatedly punished ; but at lengtk 
the king, admiring their constancy, discharged them 
and set them free. 

What we have lately read, concerning the empire 
of the Persians, and the con(}uests of Alexander, is re« 
lated in the works of Jewish and heathen writers. For 
the future we must have recourse to the antiquities of 
Josephus, a learned Jewj and the Apocryphal books^ 
which are to be found in our larger Bibles. The au- 
thors of these books are not certainly known, and 
therefore they are not admitted as canonical ; but they 
are notwithstanding much esteemed ; some, on account 
of the, excellent moral precepts they contain; and 
others, for the credible relations they give of the his- 
tory of the Jews. Among the latter are tlie two books 
of the Maccabees ; from the first of which the follow- 
ing Section is extracted. 
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SUPPLEMENT, 

TO CONNECT THE OLD AND NEW TESI'AMENT. 



SECTION I. 



jaATB (Xr A&BaCAjrDEBi ANP THK division of 111%. 

EMPIRE. 

And it happened, afler that Alexander, son of Philip 
the Macedonian, who came out of the land of Chittim, 
had smitten Darius king of the Persians and Medes, 
that he reigned in his stead, the first over Greece; and 
made many wars, and won many strong holds, and slew 
the tings of the earth ; and went through to the «nds 
of the earthy and took spoils of many nations, inso* 
much that the earth was quiet before him : whereupon 
be was exalted, and his heart was lifted up« And he 
gathered a mighty strong host, and ruled over coun- 
tries, and nations, and kings, who became tributaries 
unto him. And afler these things he fell sick, and per- 
ceived that he should die. Wherefore he called his ser- 
vants, such as were honourable, and had been brought 
up with him from hit youth, and parted his kingdom 
among them, while he was yet alive. So Alexander 
feigned twelve years, and then died. And his servants 
bare rule every one in his plaice. And after his death, 
they ail put crowns upon themselves; so did their sons 
after them many years, and evils were multiplied in the 
earth. 

This account of Alexander's death, &c, is corrobo- 
rated by heathen authors, who relate, that whilst Alex, 
ander continued in Babylon he gave himself up to great 
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exeeissesJ' He was for ever soT^miftizing new festivab^ 
ahd perpetually at new banquets. After having spen^ 
a' whole night in drinking, a second feast was proposed 
to him. He y^isttt accordingly, and there were twentj 
ga^ts at table. He drank to the health of every per- 
son in company, and then pledged them severally. 
After this, calling for the cup of Hercules, which held 
six bottles, he poured it al) down, drinking to one of 
the company, who pledged him again in the same fu- 
rious bumper. Alexander had no sooner swallowed it 
than he fell on the floor, conquered by intemperance, tm 
this condition, he was seized with a fever, which very 
lodn put an end to his life, at the age of thirty-two 
years and eight months. 

Alexander did not name Itis successor, as he knew 
Aere would be great disputes on the subject, for big 
children were too young to assert their claim, and he' 
had po fViend he could depend on as a guardian ; he 
therefore, in his tife>time, gave the government of dif* 
ferent provinces' to his principal commanders. This 
filled them with aspiHng views, and made them, when 
their great leader was removed, desirous of sovereign 
power; agreeable to Daniel's prediction concerning 
Alexander's kingdom, That it should be rent asunder 
qfter his decease^ and that it sh&uld not be transmitted in ' 
the usual wflty to his posterity *. 

As soon as Alexander's death was known, there wai ' 
a general lamentation, fbr he was greatly beloved and 
reverenced. His army in particular abandoned them- 
selves to immoderate grief. The state in which they 
were left, struck them with consternation, for' they had 
many evils to dread in consequence of his loss. The 
only way to prevent them was by a speedy nomination 

♦ Dani(^ viii. 8. 
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of B new sovereign ; but no effort of human tmdom 
could establish a sole successor to that prince, because 
the purpo^ses for which Alexander was raised to such a 
pitch of power were answered in the chastisement of 
the wicked nations he subdued; and the Loan, know- 
ing that he would grow proud and arrogant, luxurious 
and ioipious, had ordained that his honour should not 
descend to his posterity. 

After Alexander's death, Babylon gradually fell into 
decay, till at length the predictions of the prophets 
were exactly fulfilled, and the place where it stood is 
80 completely occupied with wild beasts and serpents, 
that travellers tell us they dare not come near it ; and 
thus we may be certain it will ever remain, for the 
Almighty has doomed it never to be inhabited. What 
a warning does the fate of Babylon afford to wicked 
nations J 

Alexander had an infant son, to whom he had given 
the name of Hercules. He had also a brother named 
AridoeuSy but he was young, and of a weak understand- 
ing. A variety of troubles and disputes arose amongst 
Alexander's chiefs; at length it was unanimously re- 
solved that Aridaeus should be made king, or rather that 
he should be invested with the shew of royalty. Per- 
diccas, one of the chiefs to whom Alexander had given 
his ring, in his last moments, had the person of the prince 
committed to his care, and remained at Babylon as re- 
gent of the kingdom. The name of Aridseus was chang- 
ed to Philip, and sorne time afterwards the son of Roxana 
(Alexander's queen], who was born afler his father's 
• death, was joined in the sovereignty with Philip. In 
the mean time the rest of the chiefs repaired to their 
several governments ; and, as soon as they were settled 
in their provinces, they began to form confederacies, 
and make war on one another, till in process of time all 
♦ were 
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trere destroyed except Cassander^ Lysimachus, Ptolemy, 
and Seleucusy and they divided the whole empire among 
them. 

In this division, Ptolemy, whom the Greeks call 
SoTER, having taken possession of Egypt, resolved to 
make himself master also of Ccelo^Syria, Phcenicia, and 
Palestine. Ccelo-syria was a part o? Syria ; Pales- 
tine that country which was formerly the inheritance 
of the children of Israel; and Phoenicia the maritime 
parts of both. Ptolemy succeeded in his enterprizes 
against these provinces, but the J§%^s for some time re- 
fused to yield to him, on account of the oath they had 
taken to the governor whom Ptolemy deposed; upon 
which he marched his forces into Judea, and, having 
got possession of most of the country, laid siege to Je- 
rusalena. This city, was strong enough, both by nature 
and art, to have made a long resistance ; but Ptolemy 
came upon them on the Sabbath-day, when he knew 
they would not defend themselves, and took the place 
by storm. At first he treated the inhabitants with 
great rigour ; but afterwards, considering how faithful 
they had been to their former governor, he employed 
them in his army and garrison, and grant&d them great 
privileges^ upon which the whole nation of the Jews 
became subject to the king of Egypt. 

SECTION II. 

THB HISTORY OF THE JEWS UNDER THE KINGS OF 

EGYPT. 

Three years after the death of Alexander the Great, 
died Jaddua the high-priest of the Jews, who was suc- 
ceeded by his son Onias. Onias died in the fifth year 
of the reign of Ptolemy Soter, king of Egypt ; and his 
son Simon, who, on account of the sanctity of his life, 
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yns called Simon. the Ju^, succeeded hint. Stm0^ C(m« 
liDued In his office nine yearSt during which thnehe did 
many beneficial acts, both for church and state, but 
particularly in collecting together the books of the Old 
Testament. Those of Ezra, Esther, and the prophet 
Malachi, are supposed to have been add^ by him to 
those before published by Ezra. Simon was the last of 
the Great Synagogue, which consisted of a succession 
of men who attended to the preservation of the accu- 
racy of the Scriptures, that they might not be cor* 
rupted ; and it is by means of such persons as Simon 
that we have had Uiem transmitted to us. 

Simon was succeeded by hisbrothc^r Eleazar, for his 
aon Oniaa was a minor when his father died. After the 
death of Simon, the Jews did not rigorously confine 
themselves to the doctrine of Scriptu^ei but tradSlon 

oegan to prcv.^.^ , Jj' ..^^.w«vii is meant, the sayioi^^vte 
the ancients, delivered down by word of mouth. An- 
tigonus Socho, an eminent scribe in the law of God, 
]>resident of the Sanhedrim/or senate of the elders at 
Jerusalem, was the first teacher of this secondary lair 
of tradition!. Afterward (as we find in the New Tes* 
4ament} all the teachers or doctors of the Jewish law, 
were sometimes called scribes, and soiQetimes lawyers, 
or those who sat in Moses' seat. 

Ptolemy Soter established a museum. This was tk 
large edifice in the city of Alexandria, designed for the 
habitation of such learned men as made it their study 
to improve philosophy and all useful knowledge. This 
college prodi^ced a number of persons eminent for lite- 
^ture, and occasioned Alexandria to be regarded for 
«nany ages together, in all parts of the world, as the 
achool of learning. 

In this museum w«is a library, said to have consisted 
jqif four hundred thousand yolumes ; and there was ano^ 
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tber in a temple, which increased in time to thre^ 
hundred thousand, amounting in the whole to seven 
hundred thousand volumes. The greatest part of thie 
famous library was accidentally burnt by one of the 
Roman emperors; and the rest, which had received 
.8 considerable addition, was at length, many years ai^ 
terwards, destroyed by the Saracens* 

Ptoleoiy Soter was succeeded in the throne by his 
son Ptolemy Philadelphus : this prince pursued his fa- 
ther's plan in respect to the museum ; and hearing that 
the Jews had a famous book (what we now call the 
Old Testament} which well deserved a place in the col- 
lection, he sent to £leazar, the high-priest, to desire 
an authentic copy of it ; and because it was written in 
a language he did not understand^ he requested that 
Eleazmr would send a competent number of learned 
men^ well versed both in Greek and Hebrew, to trans- 
late it for him* Eleazar complied ; and it is said that 
seventy or seventy-two translators were employed to 
turn the Old Testament into Greek ; but whether i^ 
great a number were actually engaged in this work or 
not, is a question of dispute with the learned ; how- 
ever, their version of the law of Moses, with the transla* 
tion of the prophets, which was afterwards made and 
added,, is called from this dreumstance the translation 
of the seventy^ ¥ou have been told in what manner 
the law was explained in Chal^ee by Ezra after the re- 
turn of the Jews from Babylon; when, hy their resi- 
dence at Alexandria, the Greek was become most fa- 
loniliar to them, the Scriptures were explained in that 
language ; and from thence those Jews were called 
Hellenists, or Greekizing Jews, because they used tho 
Greek language in their synagogues. 
After the death of i'tolemy Piiiladelphus, Evergetes 
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came to the crown of Egypt, and Onlas succeeded his 
unqlc Eleazar as high-priest. 

Onias was the son of Simon the Just, but in many 
respects the very reverse of his father ; at the best he 
was a very weak and inconsiderate man. 

When Ptolemy Evergetes died, his son Philopater 
succeeded to the throne. Antiochus the Great, king 
of Syria (who descended from Seleucus), dispossessed 
the Egyptian king of several of his provinces, amongst 
whicli was Judea ; but Philopater afterwards defeated 
the army of Antiochus, and recovered Ccelo- Syria and 
Palestine. 

Ptolemy visited the cities which he had regained by 
this victory, amongst which was Jerusalem. Here he 
took a view of the temple, and presented costly gifts, 
and offered sacrifices to the Go d of Israel j but not 
being content with an outward view, he was desirous of 
entering into the Sanctuaky, nay, even into the most 
HOLY PLACE, which none but the priest (and that only 
Cn the great day of expiation) was allowed to enter. 
This occasioned great confusion ; the priests and Le- 
vites assembled to prevent the king's entrance, but all 
to no purpose. Philopater resolved to gratify his cu- 
riosity, and accordingly pressed on to go into the inner- 
court ; but as he was passing farther to go into the 
Temple, he was seized with a sudden terror and con- 
sternation of mind, and carried out half dead. In a 
short time, he departed from the place, highly incensed 
with the whole nation of the Jews, and uttering many 
bitter tlireatenings, against them. 

Simon (the second of that name) the son of Onias, 
was high-priest at this time ; his father dying towards 
the end of the former year, he succeeded him in the 
office. Onias had been extremely negligent during his 
administration, which the Samaritans taking advantage 
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of, bad been very vexatious to the Jews, by plundering 
andrayaglng their country, carrying many of the inha- 
bitants into captivity, and selling them for slaves. 

No sooner was Ptolemy arrived at Alexandria, than 
he published a decree, excluding every on 6 who did 
not sacrifice to his idol from having any access to him ; 
degrading the Jews from the rights and privileges they ' 
had in the city, and ordering them a}l to be marked, 
with the impression of an ivy-leaf with a red-hot iron,, 
and as many as refused, to be put to death. 

Nor did his rage end here, for he sent out orders, re* 
quiring his officers to bring all the Jews, who lived any 
where in Egypt, in chains, to Alexandria; and having 
shut them up in a large place without the city, called 
the Hipprodome, where the people used to assemble to 
see horse races and other shews, he proposed the next 
day to make a spectacle of them, by having them de- 
stroyed by elephants; and to make these beasts more 
furious, they were intoxicated with wine mingled wit^ 
frankincense; but the king the night beTore, having sat 
up l^te at a feast, overslept himself, which obiiged the 
show to be put off. He did so the next day; all this 
while the poor Jews continued shut up in the Hippo- 
drome, where they ceased nut. with the most earnest 
supplications to implore the mercy of Goi>, who gra- 
ciously heard their prayer, and afforded them a wondeur 
ful deliverance. For on the third day,, when the king 
was present, and the elepliants let loose, instead of fall- 
ing upon the Jews, they turned all their rage upon those 
who came to see the show, and killed numbers of them. 
This wonderful event so terrified the king, that he or- 
dered all the Jews to be set at liberty, restored them to 
their former privileges, and, among other favours^ in- 
dulged them with the power of putting those to death 
who had apostatized from their religion; but. of the 
.. ^ p 5^ many 



laany thousands of the Jevi^ race wlio then dwelt at 
Alexandria, only three hundred of them had forsaken 
their God to gain the i»Tour of the king. 

Upon the death of Ptolemy Philopater, his son Pto- 
lemy Epiphancs (a child of fire years old) Succeeded to 
the throne ; hut Anttoohus the Great, king of Syria, 
taking advantage of the young king's inability to op^ 
pose him, marched into Coelo Syria and Palestine, and 
in a rery short time made himself master uf them, and 
Was cheerfully received by the Jew»; in return for 
which, he granted them liberty to live according to their 
own latDS and religion. 

Shortly after this, A ntiochus made peace with Ptolemy, 
and gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife ; and with 
her as dower^ Cioeio-Syria and Palestine, opon conditioa 
of dividing the revenues of those provinces with hinK 

SECTION III. 

THE HISTOBT OF THK JEWS UK DEB AKTI0CHU9 THEr 
GREAT, AM0 SKlEUCUS KING Ot SYEIA. 

Antiochus was a prince of great hummity, cl^ 
' money, ^and beneficence, and very just in the admini- 
atration of his government ; and till the fiftieth year of 
hk life managed all his affairs with talour, prudence, 
and application, which deservedly gained him the title 
of the great; but afterwards he declined in wisdom and 
conduct, tifl at length he was vanquished by the Ro- 
mansy driven out of the best part of his domkiioBSf 
forced to submit to very disgraceful terms of peace, and 
at last died in an inglorious manner: for, having robbed 
an idol temple, he was slain by the people of the country 
as he was carrying off the spoil. There is amoftgst the 
prophecies of Daniel * a very remarkable prediction re« 

* Dan. li. IS to 14 inclusive. See the appUcfttioB ia RoUia'f 
AnciffAt Historjn and ftideaax't CtnncctioD. 
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ipecting Antrodiug Aye Ci^at, but das caimot be er<r 
plaiaed without entering mio an hi^orical detaU of thin 
reign, to0£e^ioiis for our exaipinsition al present. 

After the death of An^iochus the Greats his son Se« 
ienciis Phil^pater succeeded bim in the kingdom of 
JS^rio, to which he annexed Cido-Syrji^ Palestine, and* 
other adjacent provinces : it is not certain at what iime^ 
or by what means, he gained ppssesaion of them* At 
first be favoured the Jews, and supplied them with att 
things necessary for the^ service of the Temple at hit 
own expence : but being informed by one SinmA a Ben^ 
jamite^ wba was governor of the^Teo^leyand haddis? 
agreed wit& the high*pnest, that there were great riche?^^ 
in the I'emple^ be sent his treasurer^ Heiiodorus, tO' 
jiei^^e and bring them to Antioch. HeHodorus set out 
upon his j^9urney ; and when he arrived at Jenisalenif 
met with a most gracious reception from the high, priest^ 
but as soon as he had informed hi^ tliat be came In the 
king's name to demand the money which they had ia 
the treasury, the high>>priest remonstrated with him on 
the cruelty and injustice of seizing whair waa deposited 
in trust ^ the relief of widows and orphans* But thi^ 
wicked man was deaf to every ple» of humanity and 
justice, and insisted oa obeying the king's command* 
*^ Wherefore *, (as the Bo^k of Maccabees informs us) 
there was no small distress in the ci^ ; and the high- 
priest and people most earnestly intreated tlie aid of 
the Lord." 

Heliodorus resolved ta seiase the money by violence % 
en which, we are infornied, he had a very extraordi- 
nary vision ; this terrified him to such a degree *^ that 
t he was cast dowa and lay speechless^ without any 
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hope of life.' But the high-priest fearmg lest the king 
should conceive that some treachery had been used to 
Heliodorus by the Jews, offered a sacrifice for his health. 
So Heliodorus, ailer he had offered a sacrifice unto the 
Lord, and made great vows unto him that had saved 
his life, saluted Onias^ and returned with his host to 
the king. Then testified he to all men, the works of 
the great God, which he had -seen with his eyes.*' 
When Heliodorus returned to the king, he informed 
him of the wonderful transaction, and assured'him that 
the Lord certainly defended the place: then Simon 
slandered Onias toSeleucus, insinuating, that he had 
terrified Heliodorus; on which the good high-priest 
iresoived to go to the kmg to vindicate himself. Not 
long after this, Heliodorus, aspiring to the crown, poi- 
isoned his sovereign Seleucus, in hopes of succeeding 
him: but his design was obstructed, and Antiochtu 
Epiphanes, another son of Antiochus the Great was 
placed on the Syrian throne. 

The Romans, by their conquests over Antiochus the 
Xrreaty had reduced the kingdom of Syria to a very low 
ebb, and had exacted the heavy tribute of a thoutond 
talents annually. The prophet Daniel foretold, that 
after Antiochus shall stand * up a raiser of taxes in the 
glory of the kingdom, Seleucus was literally such, for bis 
chief employment was to collect together, by taxing bis 
]5ubjects, money to pay tribute to the Romans. 

SECTION IV. 

« 

tHe history of the jews under the reign of 

antiochus efifhanes. 

Antiochus Epiphanes was a cruel enemy and per- 
secutor of the Jews ; his. character^ and the revolutions 
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of liis reign, were particularly predicted by the pro* 
phet Daniel * ; but we have not room to insert this 
prophecy here. 

After the death of Seleucus, Antiochus his brother 
was returning from Rome, where he had lived as' ft 
hostage from the time the Romans granted peace to 
his father Antiochus the Great. Whilst on his journey 
he heard of the death of Seleucus, and the attempt of 
Heliodorus to seize the crown, and that there were 
other parties forming. He applied himself to two 
neighbouring kings, Eumenes king of Pergamus, and 
Attalus his brother ; and, bt/ Jkittering speeches, and 
great promises of friendship, prevailed on them to help 
him against Heliodorus, and by their means he was 
quietly seated on the throne ; but they could not give 
bim the honours of the kingdom, that is to say, hereditary 
descent ox free election, as Seleucus left a son behind him 
who was the lawful heir ; neither was he the object (^ 
the people's choice. 

Antiochus was a very wlepersoni and committed such 
inconsistent actions, that he was generally esteemed 
either a fool or a madman. He was very poor when he 
came to the crown, for his predecessor had been obh'g!^ 
ed to exhaust the public treasury to pay the tribute to 
the Romans. 

Jason, who was brother to Onias, took advantage 
of the king's necessities to gratify his own ambitious 
views, and bribed Antiochus with a large sum of mo- 
ney to dispossess Onias, and make him high-priest in 
his stead. Jason f, who was an apostate himself, en- 
deavoured to draw as many as he could from the t>l>- 
servance of thd6e laws and cerenoonies which distin- 
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fwpb^ the Jeeirff ftpm all otiier Adtioos m Ih^ w^cUL 
And h^ 4>)i)tiun9d le^re of the kung ti» erect a place of 
public exercise for the training op of jonjth, accordiD^ 
U> the cuslom <tf ihe Greeks. These exerjeises natu- 
rUty ^ew them from the service of the altav» and ete^ 
the priests joined m forbiddei^.customs with the hesr 
f be«8. Of course iniquity spread very fast, which pro^ 
voked the Leaoto recall fab pe<¥^ tp aac»se of their 
duty, by severe chastisement 

There were every fifth year gaisep celebrated m 
Tyre jb faoaour of Hercules, aheathea deitj; and An- 
<tipf;hu» being present at then^ h^ sent several of the 
Jews who were of his party to be spectaton? of tbepo^ 
Apd to o9er for him a considerable sum ; but the hearers 
being afraid of inToWing themselves in the guilt of idop 
latry, gave the money t^ the Tyrians $o be eniployed 
in repairing their ships *f 

CJeopatra, mother to Ftolemt Pii^LOMCTSB, the 
young king of Egvpti had taken upon herself the g^ 
verament of the kingdom, and the ti^ition of her inlant 
fon, which she managed with great care and prudence; 
hut dying about this time, those who succeeded to the 
guardianship of the young prince, demanded of Antio* 
chus the provinces of Ccelo-Syria and Palestine^ plead- 
ing Ptolemy's right to them; but Antiochus insisted oor 
his right, apd both parties resolved to decide the matter 
by war. Before either proceeded to hostilities, Phiio^ 
meter beiQg fourteen years old, was declared of age, 
and gr^at preparations were made for ascending the 
ibroiie. On this occasion ApoUonius, ao ambassador^ 
was sent under pretence of congratulating him in the 
j^ame of Antiochu^, who was his uncle,, but m reality 
to see how the court stood aflfected. His report occa* 
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uonedehe king to take a view of llie ftoiitiergy towavfc 
EgypC, and pitt theot in a stifle of defence; and in this 
progress he came to Jerusalent, where he was veceive^ 
with great marks of respect, and proceeded from thence 
to Phoenicia. 

Jason * continued in his office but a short time* He 
employed Menelaus his brother to carry his tribute, ti» 
the Syrian courtf who treacherously supplanted him, by 
olFering to pay a larger sum annuity ; and obuuned 
the king's mandate appointing him high-priest, with 
which he returned to Jerusalem, and put Jason to iigbf* 
Menelaus did not keep his engagement with Antio* 
chus, and was summoned to appear, wkh the collector 
of the customs, before the king. When he departed 
from Jerusalem, he left his brother Lysimachus as hk 
depaty. In the mean time there was an insurrectioti 
in Syria, which called for the king's att^tion, and he 
went with an army to quell it, leaving Andronicus to 
govern in Antioch, during his absence* Menelaus took 
this opportunity of stealing some vessels of gold out of 
the Temple of the Loud, some of which he carried to 
Antioch, instead of the tribute due from Jerusalem to 
Syria, and some he sold by way of merchandize to the 
Tyrians. 

Onias f the good high-priest, whom Jason had cir- 
cumvented, resided at this time at Antioch, and finding 
what Menelaus had done, reproved him for his wicked- 
ness, and then took refuge in a place of worship, where 
he thought he should be safe from the effects of his 
rage. But Menelaus prevailed on Andronicus to assist 
his cruel purposes, and by his means procured the death 
of Onias. Not only the Jews, but the surrounding na- 
tions; expressed grief and indignation for the murder of 
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.AiswordiyiBan: eren the savage heart of Antiochog 
fdt compassion^ and bis eyes dropt tears of pity aud re- 
gret for the good Onias^ who by his sober and modest 
deportment had engaged the esteem and veneration of 
the very heathens. The anger of the king was kindled 
against Andronicus for abusing the power he had put 
into his hand, and as soon as hereturned, he command- 
ed him to be stripped of the robes of royalty with which 
.he had been arrayed as his vicegerent, and led through 
the city to the very place where he had caused the im- 
pious murder to be cpmibitted ; here he was put to 
.death as his cruelty deserved. 

In SMch a state of a£^rs, so pious a n^n as Onias 
.€^.uld not have been happy in the high-priest^s office: 
and we ha^e reason to suppose, that the malice of his 
enemiesvproved the instrument of removing l^im from 
a. state of grief and anxiety, to a world of everlasting 
b^piness. 

Antiochus having been, ever since the return of 

ApoUqnius from the Egyptian court, preparing for a 

war, he resolved to wait np longer, but instead of ck- 

^pecting it in his own territories, determined to carry it 

. into those of the enemy. He therefore marched his 

forces towards the frontiers of Egypt, where being met 

.by the forces of Ptolemy, a battle ensued, in which An- 

• tiochus obtained the victory; and improved his advan- 

.tage to the utmost, by fortifying that border of his do- 

minionsy and retired with his army to Tyre for the 

winter. 

Lysimachus * had been assistant to Menelaus in rob- 
.bing the Temple ; therefore, as he was present in Jeru- 
.salem, the rage of the people for these sacrilegious acts 
ieU upon him ; which ocpasipned an insurrectioa in 
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that city, wherein multitodes on the part of Ly^machuS 
were slam, and he himself perished. 

Three delegates were sent from the Sanhedrim, or 
senate of the Jews, to complain of Menelaus, who ob- 
tained sentence against him ; but Menelaus bribed Pto- 
lemy Macron, the son of Dorymenes, to persuade the 
king to revoke it. Ptolemy Macron had formerly been 
governor of Cyprus for Ptolemy Philoroeter, but having 
been disgusted with the ministry on some account, h& 
went over to Autiochus, and delivered the island of 
Cyprus into his hand ; on which he was received among 
the number of his friends. Antiochus prepared in th^ 
winter for a second expedition into Egypt ; he was so 
successful, that he could have destroyed the whole 
army, but he stopped the slaughter bis trftops would 
have made ; which so endeared him to the Egyptians, 
that all parts of the country submitted to him except 
Alexandria. Ptolemy Philometer was either taken or 
voluntarily surrendered himself to Ar.tiecbeej ^hc CH? 
tertained him seemingly in a friendly manner, but with 
interested views. After this they bad but one table, 
and lived together with apparent friendship, though 
each harboured secret jealousies, and deceived the 
other. 

The prophet also predicted, that Aniiockus 'would 
pollute the Sanctuary of Strength. This predic- 
tion was^ fulfilled in the following manner. 

A false* rumour was spread in Judea, that Antiochua 
was dead : Ja^on took advantage of this, and with the 
hope of reinstating hhnself in the high^priest'a office^ 
he collected together a thousand men, made an assault 
upon Jerusalem, and at length took the city : on which 
Menelaus fled in to the castle. Ja90Q slaughtered great 
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HQinbevi -Off bin feUow^dtizens who resisted hiin^ bet 
was at last driven away, and fled into the land of the 
Animonites ; but being detested b/all men for his abo« 
ininable practices, be was pursued from city to city, 
und at last period in a strange country, <^ where, lie 
was cast out uoburied, had none to mourn for hiiQ^no 
solemn funefal, nor sepulchre with his lathers." 

Aatiochvis, hearing an imperfect account of this 
transaction, supposed that the Jews bad revolted from 
'his goyernment ; be therefore, as we fu-e told in. the 
Books of the Maccabees, f' af^er he had smitten £gypt» 
returned agaii^ and went up against Israel and Jerusa- 
lem with a great multitude; and* commanded his men 
oSyr9f not to spare such as they met» and to slay such 
M jvrent up upon the houses, and these cruel orden 
YUere executed. Yet Antioohus was not content with 
|his« but presumed to go into the Temple ; as^ entered 
pi;oudly into the Sanctuary, and took away the golden 
' '^ *^'^ ''"'^''[^iick of light, and all Ae vessels 



thereof; and the table of the shew-bread» and the 
pouring vesael, and the vials, and the censers of gold,^ 
a^d the crowns, and the golden ornaments that were 
befoce the Temple, all which he pulled off. He took 
also the silver and the gold, and the precious vessels : 
also he took the hidden treasures wjhich he found. And 
when he had taken all away, be went into hia own 
land, having .made a great naassaere, and spoken vny 
proudly. Therefore there waa great mouaaing in Is- 
rael. So ivben Antiochus had carried out of the Teni' 
pie a thousand and eight hundred talents, he departed 
in all haste unto Antioch, thinking in bis pride to make 
(be land navigable, and the siea passable by foot : eucb 
was 4tbe baughtibeas of his mind." « 

Be 
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He then left governors to afBict the nation : in Jem-* 
»aleni9 Philip, a Phrygian, a man more barbarous than 
himself; and at (jrezerim, Andronicus. Menelaus was 
continued high -priest, who was even worse than these, 
having a malicious mind against his countrymen the 
Jews. 

The people of Alexandria, seeing Philometer in the 
hands of Antiochus, regarded him as lost to them ; and 
seated his younger brother, who had on this occasion 
the name of Ptolemy £vergetes the second, on the 
throne : he is chiefly known in history by that of Phys- 
Con« Antiochus, who had advice of what was tran« 
sacting, under pretence of restoring the dethroned 
monarch, returned a third time to Egypt, and endea^ 
voured to make himself absolute master of the kin^ 
dom* He made great progress in his attempt, and the 

J^l^o f^^9 rcoiemy Physcon, assemoieii u» wouu^aa 
to concert proper measures, when they nwolved to sedc 
fyr a recQuciliation with Antiochus, through the medf* 
atioD of the Grecian ambassadors. They then made 
overtures qf peace to Antiochus, who promised ta 
make preparations for a solemn treaty. In this ex* 
treoii^, Ptolemy Physcon, and Cleopatra his sister» 
sent ambassadors imploring the aid of the Romans, who 
agreed to protect them, and sent an embassy into 
Egypt. Ambassadors had also been sent from Rhodeg 
to accopamodate the difference: but Antiochus dissem* 
bled with them, and pretended great affection for Pto* 
lemy Philameter ; however this prince began to see 
through his artifice, and sent to his brother^ that he 
wished to come to an accommodation ; which was com^ 
pleted by the mediation of Cleopatra, on condition that 
the two brothers should reign jointly ; so Egypt waif 
restored to its former tranquillity. 
The i^tant that Antiochus heard the brothers were 
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reconciled, he resolved to employ his whole force against 
them, and proceeded to hostilities ; but when the Ho- 
man ambassadors arrived, he was stopt in his career, 
and was compelled to put an end to the war. 

Antiochus, at his return from Egypt, exasperated to 
see himself forcibly dispossessed by the Romans of a 
crown, which he looked upon already as his own, made 
the Jews, though they had not offended him in any 
manner, feel the whole weight of his wrath. 

In order to effect this barbarous purpose, Antiochus 
dispatched * Apollonius, the collector of his tribute, to 
Jerusalem with a thousand men, who concealed his 
designs, and by plausible pretences gained the confi- 
dence of the people, who had no suspicion of their hos- 
tile intentions ; but, as soon as the sabbath-day arrived, 
Apollonius threw off the mask^ and, falling upon the 
Jews whilst they were engaged in public- worship, ide>7 
great multitudes ; and when he had taken the spoils of 
the city he set it on fire^ and pulled down the bouses •, 
and walls on every side : but took the women and chil« 
dren captives, and carried away the cattle. The Sy- 
rians then built a castle or fortress on a high hill in the 
oity of David, over against the Temple, to overlook and 
annoy them ; and a garrison was placed in it, where 
thoy laid up the spoils of Jerusalem. " Thus f they 
abed innocent blood on every side of the sanctuary, and 
defiled it, insomuch that the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
Bed because of them ; whereupon the city was made an 
habitation of strangers, and became strange to those 
that were born in her, and her own children led her: 
her sanctuary was laid waste like a wilderness, her feasts 
were turned into mourning, her sabbaths into reproach, 
kef honour into contempt* Aa had been her glory, so 
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was her dishonour increased, and her excellency wag^ 
turned into niourning." 

Antiochus * next issued out a decree that all his do- 
minions should be. of one religion, chiefly designing to 
distress the Jews. He forbad all burnt-o£Perings and 
sacrifices in the Temple of the God of Israel ; com?- 
manded that the sabbaths should be profaned, the sanc- 
tuary polluted, unclean things eaten, and every means 
taken to make the people forget the law, and change 
the ordinances of the Lord ; and whosoever would not 
conform to the king's command was to be put to death* 

In order that this edict might be punctually obeyed, 
Antiochus sent officers into all the provinces of his 
kingdom, to see it put in execution, and instruct the 
people in the ceremonies and customs to which they 
were to conform. 

No people + seemed more eager to comply with the 
orders of tlie king than the Samaritans. They presented 
a petition to him, in which they declared themselves 
not to be Jews ; and desired that the temple, built on- 
mount Gerizim, might be dedicated to the Grecian Ju* 
piter, which was accordingly done* And not only the 
Samaritans, but many Jews, some through, fear, and 
some through ambition, apostatized, and became per- 
secutors of their brethren. 

The officer, whom Antiochus sent into Judea and 
Samaria to see his decree put in execution, was called 
Athenaeus, a man advanced in years, and well acquaint* 
ed with the ceremonies of the Grecian idolatry. The 
holy Temple of the Lord Jehovah J was by this pro- 
fane wretch dedicated to Jupiter Olympus, whose image 
•was erected on the altar in the inner court of the Tem- 
. pie ; and just before the image they built another altar, 
on which they sacrificed to him. Tkus toas the daiiy 
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Sdcri^e't'aJkeh aafay\ ahii the Abomii^atiok o/'Desoia- 
^lOK placed in the SANjCTUARVy as the prophet had 
foretold. It was truly the abomination of deiolatwny for 
ft was abominable to God, and to ali his faithful peo* 
pie : and it was the occasion of such desolation as strikes 
one with horror to read of. The Jews were alio com- 
pelled to go in procession once a month, and carry 
branches of ivy in honour of Bacchus, the god of drunk- 
enliess x idol altars were erected in ever j city of Ja- 
dah^ and incense burnt on them. Wherever anybooks 
of the la^ of Moses were found, they were torn to pieces 
snd burnt ; and on the day on which they first sacri- 
ficed to Jupiter on the Altar of the Lord, they caused 
the most horrid cruelties to be exercised on those w)io 
adhered to the Jewish religion. Two women in parti- 
cular, who had circumcised their children, were led 
about the streets with their strangled babes hanging at 
their necks, and then thrown headlong from a high wall; 
others, who had hid themselves in a cave to keep the 
labbath-ddy, were all burnt together. 

SECTION V. 

TH£ HISTORY OF MATTATHTAS. 

Wheh the prophet Daniel foretold the dreadful per- 
flecutioB by Antiochus Epiphanes, he also predicted, 
thai the people toho kneto their Gqd should be strong to 
do exploits^ and that they should be holpen xvUh little hilp^ 
And it pleased the Lord to send them deliverance bj 
means of Mattathias, a priest, who dwelt in Modio. 
This pious person had five sons ; Joannan, sumamed 
Caddis ; Simon, called Thassi ; Judas, called Macca- 
beus ; Eleazer, called Avaran ; and Jonathan, whose 
surname was Apphus. 

^* When Mattathias * saw the blasphemies that were 
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WMttiU^ m Juddh and Jeri!iBftlcfin, he said; WoiMm&i 
^erefore- was I bo^rn to Bee this misery ef my people^ 
add of the holy city, and to d^eH there, when it was de» 
livered into the hand of the enemy, and the sanctuary 
into the hand of strangers ? Her Temple is become as 
a man without glory. Her glorious vessels are carri^ 
at^ay into captivity, her infants are slain in the streets, 
her young men with the sword of the enemy* What 
nati(m hath not had a part in her kingdom, and gotten 
of her spoils ; and behold, our sanctuary, even onr beaulty 
and our glory, is laid waste, and the Gentiles have pro* 
faned iti To what end therefore shall we live any 
longer ? Th^n Mattathias and hni sons rent their clotbesi 
and put on sackcloth, and 'mourned very sore.'' 

Hbw beautiful and pathetic was this lamentation of 
Mattathias for the miseries of Israel, and the desolation 
of the Holy City ! Life was no longer valuable to binni 
now that the heathen were come into the Loan's inhe- 
ritance, and had defiled the holy Temple ; and he re% 
solved to die rather than to fall away from the religiaai 
of his fathers. 

** When the king's officers arrived at Modin, they 
endeavoured to prevail on Mattathias, by gentle pet^ 
suasions^ and promises of honours and rewards, tocom*- 
ply with the king's commands. But Mattathias an- 
swered, and spake with a loud voice. Though all the 
nations that are under the king's dominion obey him, 
and fall away every one from the religion of their fzu. 
thers, and give consent to his commandments ; yet will 
I, and my sons, and my brethren, walk in the covenant, 
of our fathers. God forbid that we should forsake the 
law, and the ordinances : we will not hearken to the 
king's words, to go from our religion, either on the 
right hand or on the left." 

Just as he had declared this pious resolution, one of 
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t>e J«wMb priests 9dTaiice4. to j«|ari&e on the idot sltar^ 
which was erecte4 in that jpity ; on which Mattathias, 
fired with holy indignation fox the. honour of the Loaoi 
dew him in the impious act. He killed also the king*! 
commissioner who compelled men to sacrifice^ and caus- 
ed the altar to be pulled down, <* Then * Matti^bias 
cried throughout the cit/v with a loud voice, sayingi 
Whosoever is zealous of the law, and maintaineth the 
covenant^ let him follow me. So he and his sons left 
all diat they had in the city, and fled into the moun- 
tains ; and they were followed by a great number of 
the Jews, who took their families, and their cattle, and 
hid themselves in the wilderness." 

When ihe king's army were informed of their flight, 
they resolved to pursue them, and attacked them on the 
sabbath-day. The Jews made no resistance, upon which 
, g thousand of them were slain. Mattathias and bis 
friends were greatly afflicted for the loss of them, and at 
first approved tlieir zealj but when Mattathias reflected, 
that they had no right to expect the particular interpo- 
sition of Providence on the sabbath- day apy more than 
on any other day, without an express promise of assist- 
ance from the Lo&d, be concluded, that the /ate did 
not require them to be inactive in their own defence; 
for this reason he decreed, that if the enemy assaulted 
them on the sabbath, they should in future endeavour 
to repel them. And this decree. was afterwards ratified 
and confirmed, by the consent of all the priests and 
leaders, to be a rule in their following wars. 

While Mattathias t continued in the mountains, many 
of the Jews were encouraged to resort to. him ; amongst 
the rest came some of the Assidean$. These were a sect 
amongst the Jewswho were called Ckasidim^ or tkePious: 
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ttiej^ were not only ze^ous for the Itnu^ but 6f many 
other constitutions, traditions, andfbrms of mortifica- 
tion, beyond what the law required. Those" who con* 
tented themselves with what was written in the law 
were called Zadichin, or ihe righteous. 

Mattathias and his friends went round about the 
towns and villages, pulled ddwn the altars, circumcised 
the children, put their enemies to flight, and recovered 
several copies of the Jewish law. 
^ Antiochus being informed that his decrees were not 
80 implicitly obeyed in Judea as in other nations, went 
thither in person to see them put in execution. He 
then exercised the most horrid cruelties over all such 
Jews as refused to abjure their religion, in order to 
force the rest, by the dread of the like inhuman treat- 
ment^ to comply With what was required of them. 
There is a very affecting account of some of these miRw 
tyrdoms in the book of Maccabees *• 

Shortly after died the good Mattathias f • <* And when 
the time drew near that, he should die, he said unto hit 
sons. Now hath pride and rebuke gotten strength, and 
the time of destruction, and tlie wrath of indignatidn* 
Now therefore, my sons, be ye zealous for the law, and 
give your lives for the covenant of our fathers.*^ Call 
to remembrance what acts our fathers did in their 
time, so shall ye receive great honour, and an everlattf 
ipg name. Was not Abraham found faithful in temp* 
tation, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness I 
Joseph in the time of his distress kept the oomnand* 
ment, and was mtute'lord of Egypt. Phineas, oiir fii- 
ther, being zealous and fervent, obtained the covenant 
of an everlasting priesthood. Joshua for fiilfilling the 
word was made a judge in Israel. Caldb, for bearing 
witness before the congregation, received the heritage 
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of ibe Issd. David, for beiBg uevoifbl, yoaocwod Che 
thro&e of an ev^riaetin^; kkigdooi. Eliw, for beiag zeal- 
ous and fervent for the law, was taken up into heaven. 
Ananias, Azariaa, and Miaael, by believing, were saved 
out of the flame. t)ankl, for bis innocency, was deli* 
vered from 1^ mouth of the Hoas, And thus col- 
der ye throughoQt all ages, that none that put their 
Irust in him sbaU be evercotne. Fear not then the words 
of a sinful man ; for his glory shall be dung and worms. 
To*day he shall be lifted up, and to-morrow he shall 
jaot be found, because he is returned into his dust, and 
,]iis*thought is come to nothing. Wherefore ye my sens, 
be valiant, and shew yourselves men in the behalf of 
ibe kw, for by it you shall obtain glory. And beheld, 
I know that your brother Simon is a man of counsel ; 
give ear unto him alway : he shall be a father unto 
ytMb As for Judas Maccabeus, he hath been mighty, 
and strong, even from his youth up : let him be your 
captain, and fight the battle of the people. Take also 
unto you all those that observe the law, and avenge ye 
the nwox^ of your people. Recompence fully the hea« 
then, and take heed to the commandments of the law% 
Sm. he blessed them, and was gathered to his fathers. 
And he died in the hundred forty and sixth year, and 
his sons buried him in the sepulchre of his fathers, at 
JModin, and ail Israel made great lan^entation for him." 

From this pious exhortation we may learn the true 
iiise of Scripture Sistqhy. We find, that Mattatbias 
fiMrmed his own charatcter by studying the ex^amples of 
holy men which are , recorded in the sacred volunae. 
Let us imitate htm in this particular, and our life will, 
like his, be honourable, and o^r death happy. 

WeU might Israel lament &r the loss of such a pcG^ 
teetor ! but Jud«», whom- he appointed general, inhe- 
rited his father's magnanimous spirit, and performed 
• maDj 
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#aiiy «oW« «3fploil9» ffooae rf which we 4|k^ Mifil#s 
but must first observe, that Antiochus vreat to a plaot 
mHoA Daphac^ io Offder to be present at the oelcibrfrtioii 
4if Moie gftines which he bad InsiitutAd; durimp tli» 
iriiole tU«e he beht^ved agreeably to the character give* 
of bi«fi by Da^dy of a vifeero^njaii^iAb/eriMii Mid 
did «o me»y w^9A aetions, before an infinite Qumbet of 
sppQt«tfir«i thftt bo became the laughi^-atook of thtu 

SECTION VI. 

THK mSTOaT OW JVDAS MACCAnVS AHD «Mh 

9ll£THilEK* 

The books of the Maccabees inform us, thata^sooa 
as Mattathias was buried, Judas, his son (called Mac* 
cabeus), rose up in his stead. ** And * all his brethren 
helped him, and so did all they that held with htt fk* 
ther ; and they fought with cheerfulness the battle of 
Israel. So he gat his people great honour, and put on 
a breast-plate as a giant, and girt his warlike harness 
about him, and he made battles, protecting the host with 
his sword. In his acts he was like a lion, and like a 
lion's whelp roaring for his prey. For he pursued the 
wicked, and sought them out, and burnt up those that 
vexed his people. Wherefore the wicked shrunk for 
fear of him, and all the workers of iniquity were trou* 
bled, because salvation prospered in his hand. He 
grieved also many kings, and made Jacob glad with his 
acts, and his mcmoriakis blessed for ever. Moreover, 
he went through the cities of Judah destroying the 
ungodly out of them, and turning away wrath from 
Israel* So that he was renowned unto the utmost part 

*■ 1 Mucc. iii. 
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the earthy and he received unto him such as ifeft 
ready to perish.*' 

AntiochuB^ being exceedingly enraged at the success 
of Judas ugainst his gen^ab, assembled all the forces 
of the kingdom, commanding them to be in c<mstant 
readinessy and promised each of them a year's pay in 
advance ; but this he could not perform, though he had 
acquired great wealth, for he had exhausted his trea- 
sures by foolish expences and profuse presents to parti- 
cfular persons; in which he verified the prophet's pre- 
diction, that he should scatter iheprei^ and spoil of riches. 
Besides the difficulties to which the want of money re- 
duced him, others arose, according to Daniel's prophe- 
^, from the tidings which came to him out qf the east 
and north,* for northward the king of Armenia rebelled 
against him; and Persia, which lay eastward, disconti- 
nued to pay him tribute* In every part of his domi- 
nions all was confusion, owing to his new edict ; by 
which the ancient customs of so many nations were 
abolished, and those of the Greeks established in their 
room. 

In f this emergency, Antiochus resolved to go him. 
self into Pensia; and leave the care of his kingdom and 
infant son to Lysias, a nobleman of the royal iamily ; 
to whom he gave particular orders to root the Jews out 
of their land, and settle strangers in every quarter. As 
soon as Antiochus was gone, Lysias, witli cruel dili- 
gence, endeavoured to execute the king's orders : he 
called to his assistance Ptolemy Macron, Nicwaor, and 
Gorgias, three mighty generals, whose forces, united 
to his own, composed an army of forty thousand.foot 
and seven thousand horse, besides one thousand mer- 
diants, who attended with the expectation of buying 

* 1 Mafic, uu tr. +1 Mace. iii. 31. 
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Jewish prisoners for slaves. Judas and bis bretlireii re- 
solved to make a vigorous defence, but their first care, 
was to secure the aid of the Lord ; they therefore as- 
sembled the whole 'congregation, and devoted the day 
to fasting and prayer* After this solemnity was ended, 
Judas marshalled them for battle, saying, ^ * Arm, 
yourselves, and be valiant men, and see that ye:be in 
readiness against the morning, that ye -may fight with 
these nations that are assembled together against us, to 
destroy us and our sanctuary. For it is better for us to 
die in battle than to behold the calamities of our peo* 
pie, and our sanctuary. Nevertheless, as the will of 
God is in heaven, so let him do/' On which they re- ' 
solved to keep themselves in readiness. .Judas hearing 
that Oorgias intJended to attack them in the night, re- 
moved, and came with thr^ee thousand men, poorly 
anfted, to the camp of the enemy, which was strong 
and well guarded* Then said Judas to his men, *^ Fear, 
4* ye not the multilude, neither be ye afraid of their . 
assault. Remember how our fathers were delivered in 
the Red Sea when Pharaoh pursued them with an army. 
Ifow therefore let us cry unto heaven, if peradventufe 
the Lord will have mercy upon us, -and remember the 
covenant of our fathers, and destroy this host before 
our ftide this day ; that so all the heathen may know - 
tliat there is one who deliverQth and saveth IsraeL" 
Animated by this pious speech, the men of Israel fol- 
lowed their, Valiant leader ; and, falling i:^on the hea- 
thens^ jsiade A great slaughter : and threw the camp 
:ifito the utmost confusion ; they afterwards put Goi^ias 
andihis-pacty to fiight, and then plundered the camp, 
returned 4aden with rich spoil. The next day, 
was the sabbath, they poured forth their grati- 
tude to the Loud in humble praises and thanksgivings. 
f 1 Jdacc. iii. 58, to ihe end, t 1 Mace. iv. 8— Ul. 
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Judatt and his follo^irers, encouraged by their latfr 
sttcce^s, and much increased in strength by the num* 
bers who now joined them^ resolved to oppose al! wl)0 
combined against them, and soon obtained a meroorabie 
vhctory over Timotheus and Bacchides, two of Antio- 
dhns's generalsy who brought a great army against 
them, of which were slain twenty thousand men ; and 
the Jews gained great riches, besides arms, and many 
jiecessaries for carrying on the war*. 

Lysias, hearing of the bad success of the king's army 

in Jndea, and af the losses they had sustained, wa« mucb 

embarrassed ; but, knowing that Antiochus was fe9&^ 

lutely bent to destroy the Jews, he n>ade great prepa^ 

rations for another expedition against then^ a^d fti«rdi» 

ed into Jude^ with an array of sixty tiMnisai^d fd^^ smi 

fire thousand horse, resolving to extirpate all the fe^ 

habitants of th^ country. ^ When f Judas saw M$ 

ijdighty army encamped at Betf^ura, he prayed, a^ 

said. Blessed att thouj O Saviovr of Israel, who didst 

qtiell the violence of the mighty man by the bend of 

thy servant David, and gavest the host of stran'geFs Inta 

the hands of Jonathan the son of Saul, and his armoai^ 

beater, shut up this army in the hand of thy people 

Israel, and let them be confounded in their pow^r and 

horsemen. Make them to be of no courage, and cause 

the boldness of their strength to fall away, and let 

them quake at their destruction. Cast them down with 

the sword of them that love thee, and let all those that 

l^now thy name praise thee with thanksgiving.'' After 

this pious prayer they engaged with the enemy, though 

the whole army amounted to no more than ten diaa<- 

iand men ; but by the aid of the Lord they gained the 

victory, slew five thousand of the adversary, atid put 

the rest to flight. Lysias retired to Anttoch, purposing^ 

* t Macg. viii. 30, + I Mace. iv. $0— 34. 
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tb return wfth a still greater force. Judas and His coni-- 
pany went to mount Sion. "And* when they saw tlie 
sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the 
gates burnt up, and shrubs growing in the courts, as 
in a forest, or ib one of the mountains, yea, and the 
priests chambers pulled down, they tlien rent their 
clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes- 
upon their heads^ and fell down flat to the ground upon 
their iBices, and blew an alarm with the trumpets, and 
cridd towards heaven." Judas then appointed persons 
to cleanse the sanctuary ; they set all parts of divine ^ 
'worship in order, and ofiered sacrifices according to tire 
law. Thus was the Temple-worship restored exactly 
that day three years, on which it had been profaned 
1^ the heathens. 

But though the Jews had recovered the Temple, they 
were greatly annoyed as they went thither to worship, 
by a garrison which Apollonius had built on mount 
Acra ; Judas therefore fortified a part of mount Sion, 
t9 secure the priests aad people fro^n the fre<jiient ai- 
tacks of their enemies f • 

. Whilst these things were transacting, Antiochus was 
In Persia, levying the tribute ; but he fled out of thai 
country with dishonour ; for, attempting to plunder a * 
heathen temple, in wfiich diere were great riches, th^ 
^people of tbe country assembled and drove him away : 
he was tiierefore ill-disposed t6 receive the news of the 
defeat of liis generals in Judea. The audior of the 
Book of Maccabees } informs us, that this account made 
ilim in a manner frantic with rage and disappointment^ 
but he resolved to hasten to Jerusalem, and threatened 
feo make that city a grave for the Jews, where he would 
bury the whole nation. Whilst he was preparing to 

*- 1 Mafc. IT. 38^41. t Ibid. 60, 6U %2 Mace. ix. 
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execute this horrid purpose, he was struck with an m- 
cotttble diseaise in the midst of his journey; but he was 
determined that nothing should stop^him, and ordered 
the driver of his chariot to redouble his speed, by which 
the carriage was overturned, and Antiochus so-miser- 
ably bruise'dy that he was obliged to be confined to his 
bed in a little town on the road. Here he was tor- 
mented with the most excruciating pains, and all the 
Jiorrors of conscious wickedness, and in a short time 
died. Thus, according to the prediction of the pro- 
phet ', as he wis going forth with great/tiryf to destroy^ 
and utterly to make aviay manif, he came to his end mlh 
none to help him. 

How different was the latter end of tlie life of this 
tyrant, to that of the good Mattatliias ! We may here 
perceive the justice of Gon taking exemplary venge- 
ance on so notorious a sinner, 

SECTION vn. 

tun HISTORY OF JUDAS MACCABEUS, UNDER THI 
RBI6N OF ANTIOCHUS EUPATOit. 

Antiochus Epiphanes was succeeded by his son 
Antiochus ; this prince was very youujg, and his father 
before his death recommended the qare of him to one 
of his favourites, named Philip h, whom he also ap- 
pointed i^ent of the kingdom during his son's mino. 
rity : but when Philip came to Antioch, he found his 
office filled by Lysias, who, as soon as he heard of the 
king s death, took the young prince then under his 
tuition, and placed him on the throne, giving him the 
name of Antiochus Eupator, Philip finding himself too 
weak to contend with Lysias, fied to Egypt ; but was 

• D»u. xi. 45. + Miicc. vi. 14. 
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disappointed in his hopes of getting help from thencev 
as that kingdom was in the utmost confusion, occasioned 
by the disputes between Ptolemy Philometer, and his 
brother Physcon ; who were of such opposite disposi. 
tions, that it was impossible harmony should long sub- 
sist between them/ Philip, not meeting with success;, 
returned into Syria, and seised upon Antiocfa. At this 
time Ptolemy Macron *, from being an enemy to the 
Jews,, became their friend, on which he was called 
traitor by the Syrians ; and indeed deservedly, because 
be had treacherously delivered the island of Cyprus, of 
which he had been appointed govefnor by Ptolemy Phi<- / 
lometer, to Antiochus ^iphanes. Ptolemy Macron 
was deprived of his government, and Lysias appointed^ 
m his room : when the former found he had not the 
means of living as he had been accustomed to do, he 
came to the desperate resolution of poisoning kimself.' 
In the mean time Judas Maccabeus marched out with^ 
his forces, to chastise the neighbouring nations, who> 
were confederated to cutoff the Jews; and gained se- 
veral memorable victories, particukrly over the Edom*^ 
ites if. who with Gorgias,, the Syrian general, in con- 
junction, opposed hiin. with an army consisting of 
twenty thousand men, who were all put tp'tlle sword. 
Judas had likewise great success against the Ammon*^ 

ites, who had exercised many cruelties towards the 

« 

^ t Mtec X. 15: 

t Thelduraea, or ISdom, mentioned above, wts spirt of tli^ 
lund of iirac], formerljr bcl<mging to the inheritance of the tribes of 
Jadah end Si]iieoii» which the Edomites, who were driven -out of 
tiieir own country, had taken posseision of. daring the Babylonian 
captiritj. Alter their coming into this country, Hebron, which- 
ha4-fi>rttcrlj been th« metiopofis of < Jadah, becuM the lyctropo- 
Ui of the IdmBeansi 

a.5' Jewr;:. 
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Jevi I and «Im obtaioed p, memorable victory over H- 
mothetis *» who was governor in the land of the Am- 
snonitesy the same whom Judas so wonderfuUj defeated 
two years before. In this battle fell, of Timotheus's 
army* twenty thousand five hundred foot, and six hun- 
dred horsemen : Timotheus fled to Gazera, where he 
was slain ; and Chereas, his brother, who was governor 
of the place* and Apollophanes* anotlier leader of the 
army, shared the same fate. 

The f heathen nations that lived about the land of 
Gilead, hearing of their defeat, resolved to attempt the 
destruction of all the Jews in those parts. The { inha- 
bitants of Tyre* Sidon* Ptolemais* and other places, de* 
termined at the same time to cut off the Jews of Gali- 
lee; but. the Jews all wrote to Judas for aid, and through 
the mercy of Go d they were delivered from the danger 
which threatened them. Judas $, by the advice of the 
Sanhedrim, or .great council, had divided his army into 
three parts, ^ach consisting of eight thousand men ; 
with the Jlrst he and his brother Jonathan relieved th« 
Gileadites ; and with the second Simon, another of his 
brothers, assisted the Galileans; and the third were left 
at Jerusalem under the command of Joseph and Aza-> 
rias, two principal leaders, for the defence of that city 
and adjacent country. The two.parties who went forth 
on expeditions returned with honour and triumph ; for 
they happily delivered many of their brethren who were 
^hut up in prison in different cities, in order to be all 
.massacred in one day ; put the enemy to flight where- 
ever they went, and slew an astonishing number of 
them. StmonJI then collected together all those he had 
rescued from their foes, and carried them with him into 

« 9 Miicd. 3c. f4. t J Mac€. ▼. 9. t Ibid. 15. 

i t Mace. V. 16. I Ibid. tl. 
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tbe l^nt} of Judea ; andi the^^ were so dispetsed, as to 
re-people th^^ places which had been desolated by An« 
liochug Epiphanes. ^ 

Joseph * and Azarias hearing of the noble exploits 
performed by Judas and Jonathan, being ambitious of ' 
i^me, contrary to the orders which had been given them 
by Judas at his departure, they led forth their forces 
on an ill-projected expedition against Jamnia, a sea-port 
on the Mediterranean ; but Gorgias filing upon their * 
whole army, slew about two thousand men. I'hus 
this rash attempt ended in the confusion of those who* • 
undertook it ; but Judas and his brethren were ho- 
noured and renowned in the sight of all Israel, and eves : 
amongst the heathens. 

Demetrius, the son of Seleucus Philopater, hearing 
of the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the succession 
o£ Eupator his son to the throne of Syria, applied to the 
senate for assistance in regaining the kingdom of Syria, 
which properly belonged, to him : but they, consulting 
the interest of Rome, resolved to support the claim of « 
Eupator, and sent three ambassadors into Syria to settle 
his affairs, and regulate them according to the articles 
of peace which had been made with his grandfather ^ 
Antiochus the Great.. 

Lysias f enraged at the great success of Jiidas andhis 
brethren, collected an army, consisting of eighty thoa^ 
sand men, with all the horse of the kingdom, and eighty 
elephants, and,marched with this great power to invade 
Judea. Qe began the war with the siege of Bethsura; 
but Judas falling upon him, slew of his army eleven' 
thousand foot and sixteen hundred horsemen, and put 
all the rest to ^ight; upon which Lysias, grpwn weary 
of so unprosperous a war, came to terms of peace with . 

♦ 1 Macci T. b6. t 2 Mace. xi. 
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Judas ; and Antiocfaas ratified the treaty, granting the 
Jews liberty to live every where according to their own 
laws. In this affiiir the ambassador^ frooi the Romans 
were very serviceable to the Jews. 

But this peace was not of long continuance ; for 
those who governed in the neighbouring provinces, not 
being pleased with it, brolce it as soon as Lysias was 
gone to Antiochji and took all opportunities of renew- 
ing their former hostilities i^inst the Jews ; but Judas 
overcame them, and they were soon obliged to sue for 
peace. 

In the mean timey Timotheus, having drawn all his 
forces together to the amount of one hundred and 
twenty thousand foot, and two thousand five hundred 
horse, pitched his camp at a place called Raphen, lying 
on the river Jabboc. 

Here Judas found him with bis numerous army, fell 
upon him, and having gained the victory, slew thirty 
thousand men. Timotheus*, as he fled, was taken 
prisoner ; but on his promise to set at liberty many 
Jews who were captives in places under his command 
he was released ; a great part of the remainder of the 
vanquished army fled to Camatm, where Judas conti* 
nuing the pursuit, put numbers to the sword;, and Ihea 
gathering together all the race of Israel that were ia 
the land of Gilead, he took them with hon in his re- 
turn to Judea, in order to do as Simon had done the 
year before. Shortly after he returned ^t Jerusalem; 
then he and all his company went up to tfce templet 
and gave thanks to God fl)r the great success which he 
had graciously given them ; for they had not Ibit ont' 
man, jiotwithstanding the dangerous enterprises'dief 
bad been engaged in. This return was ahevt the ti|na; 
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of Penteco8t« After this, Judas obtdned several other' 
important victories. 

At length, Antiochas marched to Jerusalem^ ixrcyrder 
to beuege the sanctuary. The Jews moile » valiant re-^ 
astance, but were on the point of submitting, when 
they were most providentially Believed. For Lysias 
having received an account that Philip, whom Antio. 
chus Epiphaaes had appointed guardian of hts son, wa& 
arrived, and had taken possession o£ Antioch, and. 
there assumed the government of the Syrian empire \ 
found it necessary to make peace witli the Jews, that , 
he might be at liberty to return to Antioch, and ac- 
cordingly ^eace being granted to tbeufr en very advan^ 
tageous terms, and sworn to by Antiochus, he was. ad •» 
mitted within the fortifications of the sanctuary ;: but f 
when he saw how strong they were, he caused them, 
contrary to his treaty, tcbe demoHshed, and rcterned 
towards Syria. 

Meneiaus:( the high-priest, in expectation oi reco<^ 
vering his office, and bemg made governor of Judea, 
attended this expedition, and was very officious againsi 
his own people ; but Lysias, finding the war was so vin* 
prosperous, accused diis wretch to the king, as the^ 
original author <^ it; and he was condemned to be 
cast headoi^ into a tower of ashes, where he miserably 
perished. On || hif death, the office of high-priest was 
granted to Alcimus, a man altogether as wicked as 
Menelaas. 

On the king's return to Anliodi, I1iilip>was driven 
tkence and suppressed. It has been before mentioned 
that ambassadors bad been sent from Rome t5 r^ulate 
^ itfun of Syria : these ambassadors finding that the 
Un$ had more drips and elephants than the treaty alv 

• % Msec yl ft7« t Ibid. et. | f Mace. sUL S--8. 
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lowed, cftiiWBd^die fii^rnnmerary sU^ to be )jfunit,>an4 
the elephants to be slain; This measure occasioned 
great discontent amongH the people, and a man called 
LeptineSy beiog particularly ex^&perate^y murdered one 
of the ambassadors whilst he was bathing. An embassy 
was immediately dispatched to Rome to excuse the 
Icing, but the senate dismissed tliemwith silent indig- 
nation. 

Demetrius, the spn of Seleupus, availed himself of 
this opportunity, landed in Syria *, obtained the l^j;- 
dom, and caused Antiochus to be put to death. 

Alctmus, who had been appointed high-priest, was 
rejected by the Jews, because he had polluted t himself 
with conforming to the manners of the Greeks ; he 
therefore assembled all the apostate. Jews, and going at 
the head of them addressed the new king for relief 
against Judas and his brethren, accusing them of slaying 
many of the king's friends, and driving others out of 
the country ; and by this accusation so prejudiced the 
king against them, th^t he sent Bacchides, governor 
of Mesopotamia, into Judea with an army, and joined 
Alcimus in the commission with him, for making war 
upon the Jews. Qn tlieir first arrival they proceeded 
with, artifice, and pretended to come with peaceable in- 
tentions, but Judas and his brethren were aware of their 
treachery ; some of the Jews, however, were deceived 
by them, and were destroyed; amongst these were sixty 
of th& Assideans, and several of the scribes or doctors of 
the law. After this Bacchides returned to ilie king, 
but Alcimus remained with a part of ,the forces, who 
drew many deserters to him, and much di8turt)ed the 
at ate of Israel. 'I'his provoked Judas to take the field 
in order to punish those who had revolted. Alcimu». 

• S Mace. xi?. l^J. t 9 Mace. xi?.*3. 
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went agftia to tie ktog, and having preseated hm wit& 
a crown of ^old, and other gifts, renewed his complaints 
against Judas ; which being seconded by some in the 
court who were enemies to the Jews, Demetrius was 
induced to send another army to subdue them, under 
Nicanor their old enemy; commanding hifn to cut off 
Judas, disperse his followers and establish Alcimus m 
the hi^-priest's office. Nicanor was at first unwilling 
to make war on Judas, but being urged by the king, 
iie at length pursued it with fury ; and having spoken 
loiany blasphemous words against the Temple, and 
threatened to destroy it, and build a temple to Bacchus 
in the room of it, he was slain and his army routed by 
Judas. After * this, the Jews took out the spoils, cut 
off Nicanor's head, and the impious hand which he had^ 
.Ufled against the holy Temple, and hanged them upon 
one of the towers of Jerusalem, they then kept a day^ 
of great rejoicing, which was afterwards observed as- 
an annual festival. 



SECTION VIII. 

TUB eONCLUSlON OF THE HISTORY OF JUDAS 

MACCABEUS. 

We must now begin to take a view of the Roman 
empire, which was described to Daniel in the remark- 
able vision we formerly read, under the image of 2l fourth 
ieastf dreadful^ and strong exceedingli/^ xvhichy with great 
iron teethy devoured and brake in pieces^ and stamped the 
residue with the Jeet of it. The history of the Ilomans 
shews that this was a very just representation of their 

^ S Mace, ^r* 
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rapid imd irresistible acquisition of power and dooii- 
tiion. 

Judas* Maccabeus saw himself continually attacked 
bythe^whole foroe of the Syrians, and that they were so 
p'erfidleus there was no relying oir them in any treaty 
of peace. He had no aid to expect from the neighbour- 
ing nations, and the Romans were generally esteeoiedl 
lor justice and valour, and aWays ready to- assiist xneak 
states against oppressi^re kings ; he therefbre resolved to 
seek an alliance with theniv But could the Jewish ii»- 
tion, wliicli had hitherto been so wonderAillif supported 
by an Alm^icwty Power,, be reckoned amongst Ufcah 
nations I It is true, their army was small in- number 
when compared with their enemies, and- they were fre- 
quently assaulted, but Go>d hadhithertaenaMed^t/r ^ 
them to chase an hundred ^ and an huneired'to put ten tho^H 
sand tofiight; lie had animated their breasts with the- 
courage of Hops, and shielded Ihem from the most fih 
rious attacks of their enemief^; they had returned- vie- 
tOFious from many battles, without the loss of a single 
man ; and noil(^ had fallen but through their own rash^ 
ness, folly, or disobedience to the Divine Law. What 
need then had Judhs and the chosen people of the Lord 
to seek protection from an heathen power ? It was 
degrading tlieir Heaveklt King in the sight of idol 
worsliippers, to suppose that they stood in need of their 
assistance ; and the honour of i'he Lobd. required, that 
those who. thus distrusted him should be taught, hy 
chastisement, to repent for their want of confidence in 
his Almighty Power. For we roust remember, that by 
the Israelites (as the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, ami 
Jacob) Gon had promised, to shew forth bis glory» 
and convey the blessings of Redemgiionto all nations; 

* 1 Mace viiUl. 
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therefore it vran noit postiMe for them to be eut off, whilst 
they kept tiiosc laws which were given to* distinguidl 
and separate them from heathens, and continued to put 
their trust in tlie |H)wer of the Lord : neither could 
they be considered as the peculiar people is^f Gob, or 
expect miraculous assistance any longer than whilst 
they fulfilled the conditions of the covenant made with 
tlieir forefathers. And we may observe, throughout 
the whole course of the Jewish history, that when this 
people entered into leagues with heathen powers, they 
were always unsuceessful. 

Eupolemus * and Jason, the two ambassadors whom 
Judas sent to the Roman senate, raet.with a very gnv* 
cious reception ; and the Jews and Romans entered 
into a mutual engagement to assist eaeh other both by 
sea and land; so that Judas and his followers, instead 
of %hting ovXy/or their dnon Uves and ikeir knotf ani 
ike recovery {/* ikeir inherttanee^ 9B they hadjiitherto 
done, were now bound to assist, if called upon, the 
ambitious designs of that people who meditated the 
subjection of the whole earth. Though sometimes one 
heathen nation, and sometimes another, were (after 
the apostasy of the Israelites under their king) suffered 
to prevail, for the punishment of the wickedness of 
others ; yet, it was not lawful for the remnant of Gon's 
people (who were preserved for other purposes) to 
join with them, without an express command from 
God: their only business was, to live quietly under 
the government which had dominion over them, as long 
as they were allowed the free exercise of their religioDy 
and the possession of their inheritance ; to wait with 
patience for the Messiah ; or in case they were perse* 
cuted on account of their faith, and compelled to wor* 

ship 
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ftliiji.tdolsy and driven from their kndy tbey.were ta 
defefid theniBelves by ev.ery means in their power, that 
was consistent with their duty to Gan ; and to re]y 
with perfect confidence on the aid of the Load, who- 
wouid certainly be unto them a rock of defence against 
tiieir enemies^ and render human alliaace&mmecessary* 
Judas therefore took a very improper step in courting 
the protection of th^ Romans;. and.it was attended 
with fatal consequences.. 

Demetrius ^ having received aa account of the de-^ 
feat and death of Nicanor, sent . Baochides and Alcip 
iDus a second time, who encainped before Jerusalem 
with an army o( twenty t}iousand foot, and two thou* 
aaadhorse.; Judas had. no more than. three thousand 
men with him ta oppose them j and of th^M^ all but 
eight hundsed, terrified with the formidable appeavanct 
of the enemy, fied from the host.. Personal courage 
this reiK>«imed general possessed to a great degree ; but 
wliat was his naturalJorcCf assisted atnly by a small num* 
ber, without the Meld and buckler efhk sahaHou^ and 
lAe Moard of his fisceUencyf He was now left to figbl 
bis own battle, fmr the Loas withheld aid from this new 
ally of the Romans : confidence oi victory no longer* 
inspired the breast of Judas ; he could not now say 
to his fearful troops, as on a former occasion, '\Iti$na 
hard maHerJbr manif to be shut up in the hands ofajem^ 
and toith the God of heaven it is aU one to deliver wti a 
great natUitude^ or a small coimpany: for the victory of 
battle itandeih not in the multitude of an host f but strength 
Cometh from heaven* Panger presented itself to his view 
in all its horrors, and ** he was troubled in mind, and 
aore dismayed;" but, still solicitous for his country's 
bonour and his own fame, he resolved not to give 



* 1 Mace iz. t. ft Mace iii. 18—^. 
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fbes cause to triumph m his shamcfiil flight, but exerted 
the utmost efibrts of human skill, and with astonishirg 
bravfery supported the combat for some time, " so that 
the earth shook with the noise of the armies on both 
sides ;** at length, overpowered by numbers, he fell at 
the feet of his adversaries. Thus died Judas Macca- 
beus, who, whilst be continued to rely entirely on the 
Lord, was in himself a host ; and whose name struck 
terror into the minds of mighty warriors. He was, oiv 
the whole, a most amiable and worthy character ; and 
though the Divine Being punished his inconsiderate 
application to the Romans, by deserting him in the 
hour of danger (as he chastised his faithful servant Moses 
fbr striking the rock, by not suffering him to enter the 
promised land) we cannot doubt but that, after death, 
God exalted him to that state of happiness allotted fbr 
the noble army of martyrs : as he had been, in so re- 
markable a manner, under Providence, the restorer 
and preserver of the Divine hew, and tlie ddiverer and 
protector of his country • 

There was a general lamentation throughout Israel, 
fbr the loss of this valimit commander ; and he was 
honourably buried by his brothers, Simon and Jona- 
dian, in the sepulchre of his father^ at Modiii> having 
governed Israel six yeacs^ 



SECTION IX. 

THE HISTORY OF JONATHAN, THE BJIOTHBR ANl^ 
SUCCESSOR OF JUDAS MACCABEUS. 

4rTBB * the death of Judas, the people were greatly 

* 1 Mace. ix. S3. 
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disheartened. Baccbides prevailed every where; afii* 
niine also increased their distress ; which we may judge 
from Goo's Usual dealings with his people, was tent as 
a chastisement for their distrust m Him^ and desertion of 
their general. Many of the friends of Judas were put 
to death, or cruelly used hy Bacchides^so that there was 
great affliction in Israel, ** such as had not been since 
the tim^s of the prophets ;" they therefore resolved to , 
appoint Jonathan, the brother of Judas, to be their 
prince and captain. Jonathan accordingly took the 
government, and collected forces together to resist the 
enemy ; which Bacchides hearing, endeavoured to get 
him into his power ; but Jonathan, and Simon his bro- 
ther fled, with Uieir company, into the wildemesB of 
Tekoa ; and, in order to secure their goods and bag* 
gage, sent them, under the conduct of John^ another 
pf Judaa's brothers, to their friends, the Nebathe^asf 
but John was intercepted in his marqh by the Jem- 
brians, a tribe of -Arabs, who slew h^m^ t9pk the rest 
prisoners and seized upon their cSects, Not'* long 
afler this, Jonathan had an opportunity of revenging his 
brother's death, and obtained great spoil. He esf^rted 
himself, as his brother Judas had done, for tiie prc^tec- 
tion of Gon*s people^ and the blessing pf the l^ORn 
constantly attended him. . V v 

Alcimus +, by the aid of Bacchides, had fully esta- 
blished himself in the high-priest's officei and mad^ ser 
veral alterations for the corruption of the Jewish wor- 
ship, and bringing it to resemble the superstition pf the 
heathen ; at last he save orders to pull down the wall 
which separated the Jews from the Gentile converts; 
but whilst it was doing, he was- suddenly struck with 
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the palsy, aiid died in great torment: after his decease 
the land of Israel enjoyed peace for two years. Soon 
after the death of Alcimus, Demetrius, who had seizeid 
Syria, and slain Antiochus Eupator, was acknowledged 
king by the Romans. 

' Jonathan made use of the interval of peace for re- 
istorihg the government of the Jews, both in church 
and state, and repairing the walls and fortifications 6f 
ISon ; this excited the envy of the adverse, party, who 
fermed a plot which might have proved fatal to him, 
but that Divide Providence interposed in his pre* 
servatibn. He*, and his brother Simon, had after, 
wards great success against Bacchides ; who, grown 
weary of war, and tired of those who had engaged him 
in it, put several of them to death, and concluded a 
peace with Jonathan -f. 

Demetrius, after a few years, gave himself up en« 
tirely to luxury, and neglected public aftairs; this dis- 
gusted his subjects, and they raised a conspiracy against 
him. • Ptolemy Philometer having taken offence at 
some proceedings of Demetrius towards him, by way of 
revenge set up an usurper, whose real name wtis Balas : 
but he pretended to be Alexander, the son of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and great numbers of people flocked to him. 
Demetrius % collected his forces with all possible expe- 
dition, and Jonathan armed his troops. Both parties 
courted the friendship of Jonathan ; but as Demetrius 
had been a bitter enemy to the Jews, Jonathan durst UjOt 
<;onfide in him : he therefore accepted Alexander's of- 
fers, and having the consent of all the Jews, assumed 
the high-priest's office, and ofHctated at the feast of Ta- 
bemaclet $. There had biien a vacancy in the priest- 

• * Mace. ii. 58. t Ibid. 71. 
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Iiood for Hif0m jeant ftom the dealh ef Alciviift ; bo^ 
firom this time k continued for many jeers in the 
frnily of the Maccabees, called AHaoneani, frooi A*- 
moneiis^ the great grend&ther pf Mattatbias. Whetbcr 
the Maccabees were of the race of Josedek, is uncer* 
tain» but they were undoubtedly of the faouly of Aa« 
ran ; and as none appeared who had a better ctbuoit Jo^ 
oathan had a tight io the office, especially as be wne 
chosen with the consent of aU the people* 

The contending' kings of Syria having takep the fieldt 
Pemetrius.was at length overpowered and slain *^« 
Alexander, having by this victory seeured the whole 
empire of Syria, sent to Ptolemy f, king of Egypt, de« 
«iring to have his daughter Cleopatra to wife, which he 
consented to, and the marriage was accordingly soleoi^ 
nized. Jonathan :{: went by invitation to the wedding* 
feast, and was received by both kings with great respect, 
especially by Alexander ; who caused hira to be clothed 
in purple, enrolled him amongst the chief of his friends, 
and allowed him to take place amongst the first princes 
of his kingdom ; he also constituted him general of his 
forces in Judea, and gave him an high office in hia 
palace. 

These extraordinary honours excited the envy of 
aev^ral persons, and. they brought accusations against 
Jonathan ; but the king rejected them all, and caused 
proclamation to be made, that no one should presume 
to speak evil of him, and Jonathan returned into Ju« 
dea. 

Alexander ^ having obtained q^iet possession of the 
Syviaa throne, abandoned himself to pleasure,, ease, and 
Ijoxury, and left the care of his affairs to a favourite^ 

• 1 Mace. X. 50. t Ibid. 51. | ]jbM. 59. 66. 
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Mmed AmmoAuis. On whiob Demetrnu, fite son af 
Ihe late king, being now grown 1:49 to manhood, re- 
Bohred to attempt the recoTery of tlie crown, and wao 
joined by ApolloniiiSy the governor of Ccslo.Syria. Oft 
this, Alexander took the field with his army, and called 
lor the assistance of his father-in-law Ptolemy. 

Apollonius * having embraced the party of Demie* 
trius, gathered a great army together, and encamped at 
JamnU, from whence he sent a haughty message to 
Jonathan the high-priest, who immediately marched out 
of Jerusalem with ten thousand men, took Joppa, and 
defeated ApoUonius's army with a great slaughter ; and 
having set fire to several cities belonging to the enemy, 
returned to Jerusalem with their spoils. Alexandet 
hearing of this victory gained in his interest, sent to 
Jonathan a buckle of gold, such as was only worn by 
the royal family, and gave him also the city of Acca« 
von, and the territory belonging to it f . 

Alexander having greatly offended Ptolemy PfaOo^ 
meter, king of Egypt, he persuaded the Syrians to re* 
store the kingdom to Demetrius, the true heir ; who 
was accordingly seated on the throne of his ancestors. 
Upon this revolution, Alexander wasted the country 
-round Antioch with fire and sword ; a battle ensued, 
und Alexander being vanquished, fied with only fiv« 
hundred horse to Zebdiel, an Arabian prince, witll 
whom he had entrusted the care of his children ; here 
fae was treacherously slain. 

Demetrius succeeding in Sjnria, in consequence of 
Ijbia victory, called himself Nigator, that is, 'the 4»a* 
queror^ At ^rst he treated Jonadian very •graciottsfy'^ 

* • • 

• Supposed by Prideauic to have been govcrtior 6f Coelo-Sjrria*, 
and a former adherent to Demetrius. 

t X'Maco.^. 89. 'f T 
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established him in the high-priesthood, and glinted 
him many privileges and immunities *• Jonathan, in 
return, performed some great service for him ; but De- 
metrius was of a very oppressive, unjust disposition, and 
behaved afterwards with shaniefnl ingratitude, which 
alienated the Jews from his interest. He had also ren- 
dered himself hateful to the rest of hh subjects, who 
revolted from him in favour of young Antiochus, the 
son of Alexander, called Theos, or the Divine, who 
was placed upon the throne, and Demetrius driven 
away. 

f Jonathan being justly provoked by the ingratitade 
of the late kiog,' accepted of an invitation made him by 
the new monarch ; on which he was confirmed in the 
high-priest's office, allowed to wear the purple and the 
golden buckle, and to have place among the king's 
chief friends, with many other privileges. Jonathan 
and his brother Simon assisted Antiochus against De- 
metrius, and also drove the heathen out o£ the fortress 
of Bethsura. 

Jonathan t, on his return to Judea, finding all quiet, 
sent ambassadors ^o renew the league which the Romans 
had made with Judas Maccabeus ; they were received 
by the senate with honour, and dismissed with\8atis- 
faction : and they had likewise orders, in their return 
from Rome, to address the Lacediemonians as brethren 
of- the Jews; and Jonathan wrote a letter, to assure 
them of remembrance and intercession to God in their 
behalf. Jcmathan very justly observed, in this letter, 
that ** the Jews stood in no need of the (Headship 
fii other nations, having the holy books of Scripture to 
comfort them, and he){r from heaven, to succour and 
deliver them ifpai their enemies," but his conduct 

• 1 Mace. xi. f6. t Ibid. 58. t Ibid, xil 1. 
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i)Q tespect to making allianoes wkH other nations, wat 
iBOOBViBteBt with these expressions of confideitce in ^e 
Lord. The Lacedaemoniansy as well as the Romans^ 
were heathens^ and as such at enmity with God. 

Daring the absence of his ambassadons, Jonathan and 
his brother Simon suppressed, in different parts of tb« 
land of Judea, the adversaries ^ Antiochus; and at 
length obliged the heathens to abandon the fortress of 
Acra, in Jerusalem, ivhich they had so long kept pos^ 
eession of. 

Tryphon *, the person who had been chiefly instra- 
mental in establishing Antiochus on the throne, with a 
Trew of assassinating him, and gaining it for himself, 
threw bS the naacik ; but despairing of erer being able 
to persuade Jonathan to join in his ^wicked plot, he re* 
^oUed to destroy him ; and marched towards Jadea 
^ith a great army, in order to get him into his powers 
but Jonathan met him at Bethsan with forty thousand 
men : this disconcerted Tryphon's scheme ; so he 
changed his measuresi and proceeded with flattery and 
dissimulation to consult him about their common in* 
tercst, and promising to resign Ptolemais into his hands, 
prevailed with him to dismiss all his troops excepting 
three tliousand men; two thousaud of wliom Jonathan 
inconsiderably sent into Galilee, and with the remain* 
der we^ with Tryphon to Ptolemais, expecting to have 
the place delivered to liim : but as soon as he and his 
company were got within the walls, the gates were 
shut tipon them, Jonathan made prisoner, VukI all kit 
tnen put to the sword. Orders weve theti seai to -de* 
<8iToy those in Galilee also ; but t^ey havk^ t imeiy 
notice of the fiHe of their brethven^ iNSsokitely doter* 

* 1 Mace. xii. 4S, . j. 
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t6 ilefend themselves; which the enemy pe^' 
ceiving marched off; and Che Jewish tnn^s returned 
8afe|^4b' Jerusalem^ where great lamentations were 
nsBde for the losi of their governor. / 

> The heathen nations, '<m the capture of JoBa^hon^ 
««newed tieir hostilities against the Jews ; upon* which 
fiimoB jretkt up to the Temple^ called the people to« 
gether, and encouraged them by a noble speech which 
revived their drooping spirits^ and they imn&ddiateiy 
chose hira their commander ; and, under his conduct 
and direction, proceeded to the compietionf of the for* 
tificatton which Jonathan had i>egun at Jerusalem *• 

On Tr3rpl]on's approach to invade the land, Sitnon 
led forth a great army against him ; the former not 
daring to engage, endeavoured to deceive Simon also, 
by pretending that he had seized Jonathan only be. 
cause be owed a large sum of money to the king ; pro- 
mising to set him at liberty, if his brother would send 
the money, and Jonathan's two sons to be hostages for 
their father's fidelity. Simon perceived that this was 
mere artifice, but willing to do every thing in his 
power to save his brother's life, he complied with the 
terms. Shortly after thiA, the treacherous Tryphon 
put Jonathan to death, and then returned to Anttocb, 
and caused the young king to be assassinated, reporting 
that he died suddenly ; then seizing the crown, he de- 
clared himself king of Syria. 

When Simon heard of his brother's death, he tenl 
lind fetched his bones, and buried them in the fami)j^ 
sepulchre, at Modin, where he erected a very famqup 
mmiument of white marUe to his memory ; near ti^is 
he placed seven pyramids, two for his &Uier and po* 

* In Jonathan's days the Jews bsilt a temple in Egypf. 
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ther, .five for his brotherst apd one for faimselfi 
which he built a stately portico. 

Jonathan's character as a warrior cuts a noUal^tire 
in the Jewish history: he lilcewise laboured for Che 
prosperity of his couDtry, and seems to have been tt 
man of good morals ; but, it appears, that he was too 
fond of pomp and magnificencey for, as high priest of 
the Jews, he should have disdained the purple robe and 
the golden buckle, which, so far from abiding to his 
dignity, debased him. The sacred vestment that dis* 
tinguished him as the minister of God, was the most 
honourable garment he could wear. He was certainly 
guilty of an error, as well as Judas Maccabeus, in court- 
ing the friendship of the Romans ; for, as they were a 
great and increasing empire, and the Jews at that time 
a small people, it appeared as if they thought to 
strengthen themselves in their strength^ and trust to the 
shadow of ^OUK* ; which was inconsiderately flying 
from the standard of the Loan Jehovah. If there had 
been prophets at this time, no doubt they would have 
been sent to reprove Jonathan : or had he properly at* 
tended to the written prophecies, and the histories of 
the kings of Israel and Judah, he would have disco* 
covered that he ought not to love them that hated God -f^ 
but, at all events, to avoid mixing with heathens. Jot> 
nathan's situation, to be sure, was a very difficult one^ 
and he was subject to human infirmities. God, who 
permitted him to be deceived to his destruction, is a 
God of infinite compassion: he alone could judge of 
the motives of Jonathan's actions, and whatever faults 
were committed by him through mistake ^r wwat of 
infortnation, were certainly pardoned by the Divine 
goodness. 

^ Isai. ixx\ i, ft Chroii. xix 2. 
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SECTION X. 

.^IMOK S^KOETH AMBASSADORS TO TnB BOMAlffS. 

Tryphon having usurped the tbrone of Syria, sent a 
splendid embassy, with costly gifls, to the Romans, in 
tropes they would acknowledge him king : but they 
eluded his expectations by causing the name of Antio- 
chus to be engraven on their present, as if it came from 
him. Simon * likewise sent ambassadors, for the infa- 
tuation of sending to the Romans -possessed his mind, as 
it had his brother's before him. They were honour- 
ably entertained ; great concern was expressed for the 
^eath of Jonathan, and satisfaction for the successes 
of Simon. The former leagues were renewed, and 
being written on tables of brass, were sent to Jerusa- 
lem. Those also, with the Lacedaemonians, and other 
nations, were confirmed to the Jews. 

A11+ the priests, elders, and people of the Jews, met 
together in a general assembly at Jerusalem, when it 
was agreed, by unanimous consent, to establish the high 
■priesthood #and supreme government of the nation on 
Simoa and his descendants by a public act, in which 
ivere recited the good deeds which had been wrought 
by Simon and his family. A copy of this they caused 
to be engraved on tables of brass, and hung up in the 
•sanctuary ; the original was deposited in the treasury of 
the Temple, and from that time Simon took upon him 
the style, state^ and authority of prince, as well as high- 
priest. Desirous of being acknowledged as such by 
the Romans, Simon sent ambassadors to renen.evjp the 
league with them, and also a present of a go}ded 

» 1 Hmc. ziv. so. t ttiid. 3j». 
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ihieldy df the value of fifty thousand pounds of our itkO" 
iiey. Both the embassy and present were cordially re- 
ceiTed; and the senate caused letters to be written to 
Ae different states who were then dependent on them, 
styling the Jews their friends, and commanding that 
acne should , injure or molest them, nor harbour any 
fugitives or traitors of that nation. 
.- Thus did the people of God submit to be sJiielded by 
^e ROMANS, as if the shield of the S.^lvation of ikt 
LORD had been insufficient for them ! 

Simon, who had ample cause to de^rt Tryphon, sent 
ambassadors to treat for peace and alliance with Oema* 
trius, and presented him with a golden crown as a token 
of submission to his government. Demetrius readily 
granted a confirniation of the priesthood to Simon, with 
a release of all taxes, tolls, and tributes ; and an act of ^ 
oblivion of all past hostilities, on condition of his join* 
iog with him against Tryphon. Ail this was cordially 
agreed to by the Jews, Simon was declared sovereign 
prince of the Jewish nation, and tlie land freed from 
all foreign tyranny.' 

• Simon, finding his son John -(afterwards called Ilyr' 
canus) to be a very valiant man, made him general of 
all the fmxes in Judea, and sent him to live in Gazaraf. 
where his presence was most necessary. . 

Demetrius was taken prisoner in a war with the Par* 
thians, and carried into Parthia, wl^re be inarriad the 
king's daughter, which so enraged his tjucen, that she 
sent to his brother Antioehus, who was in Crete, and 
offered to marry him if he would join his interest with 
her against Tryphon. This offer he readily accepted* 
Before he landed, he sent a letter to Simon, offering to 
coofii^m. all' the privilegei^ which tlie Jews at that tiine^ 
enjoyed, aod to honour the Temple. Simon, as a proof 
of his frie&d)y disposition, sent him men, arms, and 
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money, to assist him in carrying on his vi^ar;'i>Ut the 
perfidious king broke through alt' his 'pironiisesy rejected 
his offers, and Sent Athcnobius, his friend, thtKo Ju^ked^ 
as ambassador, to demand Joppar^ and Gaz&raVbhd'thi 
A)Vt at Jerusalem ; or, instead of them, a ^io>u4luid ttt^ 
Icnts of silver. These conditions wer^ too unreaistolible 
to be complied with ;'but, to preserve peace, Sirtt^ hf^ 
feted to give ah hundred talents. Athenobius, ^« 
nfgcd at his rcftisal, made no reply, but hastened bkdk 

4 

Cd'repdrt what he had heard and seen. lietdid'tbe 
king that Simon lived in a style of the utmiiii^ibagRi^ 
Acence, and that he absolutely refused to Ootiiply with 
his demands. Antiochus now considei^cHS^non at t 
rival, was jealous of his power, iind feM^M fr^ndflh^ 
ble hinfi; and having made Ccnebeai,'one (ffthW^lA^ 
bles, captain and governor of the sea^pArta dT Pffi j fe iii e^ 
he sent him with one part of his army agMbK 6ii6dti^ 
i^a with the' other he him^eirpursue^^rypft^ ^Htflf 
Continued to fly from place to place, tilllft '^lengtR^lli^ 
was overtaken and put to death. w . ^ . % 

' Cenebeus in the mean time marched into 7adea, iatf 
b^gan to kill and plunder the Jews. Simon, being Ux* 
formed of these hostilities, ** called * for his two eldest 
ioTis, Judas and John, who with a chosen army marcbed 
to meet the adversary, -and soon came in sight of the 
fbWnidable host : ah engagement fbllowed, in which 
Cenebeus lost two thousand men, the rest -fled to their 
strong holds. l*he two brothers, having driven the 
Syrians tiway, r^riied In triumph to Jerusaletn. 

'Antiochus Sidet^, dfler vanquishing Tryphon, uml- 
cesirdyinj^ Ris faction, setftled all things upon' the sa^ne** 
fbbfing'^as tlifcjr \\fere*l!)ef6fe*tliese disturb^iYccs'b^ao* 

Aboiit^-f a'y^ar dlYer th6*war with Antiocbus, Sfanon* 
leaking '4 biitutt through the cities of Judah^ to seer that 

♦ 1 Mace, xvi, 2, 3. f Ibiii. 1*. 
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all thiflgs were properly regulated, came to Jeric^D, nc^ 
ccrnipanicd by his two sons, Mattathias and Judas. Pto-* 
lemy, the son of Abubus, who had married one of his, 
daughters^ was governor of the place, they therefore 
took uf^ their residence with htm ;. but he was a very 
wickwl ambititiiis man, and had formed a scheme, to 
get the government of Jadca for himself. In order to 
accomplish this he made a sumptuous entertainment 
under the pretence of honouring his guests ; but whilii 
tliey were rejoicing in his apparent hospitality, he 
caused thikn to be assassinated. Ptolemy made imme^ 
diatc application to llie king of Syria, promising that he 
WQvid delivev Judea into his hands, if he would fur« 
Biah him with aa army: he also sent to Gazara, an4 
oAned gpreat rowards Co those who would kill . John^ 
laid dti^ched olhen to take possession of Jerusatem,^ 
Jg^ wat apprised of Ptolemy's proceedings, a^d put 
itioae to ^adi who attenyted to destroy him : he then 
hastened po secure the holy City and Temple^ and,use(i( 
every^measuro to secure the safety and peace ot A,<^ 
pe<^le« Ptolemy finding his plot defeated, fled to Ptil- 
ladelphia* till such tim^ as the sirmy from Antjochus 
iliould arrive : what became of him aflerwardjs ^ un^ 
certain, ' * >$ 

« There were great lamentations in Judea on accounts, 
of th^ di^atb of Simon, who was universally beloved ^ 
for he w£|> a man of piety, bravery, faoaour, ^nd huma«s« 
oity, and a great benefactor to his country* ., , 

His noble. acts deservedly gain^sf^ ht|»- the^^teem of. 
the.people ; but the advantages he procured for thiptti 
would have been more permanent if he li^d not put 
thcHn^as he did midcr the protectiop^ of the Romans ; 
for^ having. ||}iy the aid of the Los.d once more recovered 
the laqd of J^idah from subjectioii to earthly monarchs, 

a 4? their 
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their tiring^h ^mutosii stilly aad^truBt to the protec- 
tkm of their keavexdj King, bending their whole at- 
iention to the preservation of th^r kw, and the prac- 
tioe of moral virtues. 

SECTION XL 

THE GOVSRNMEMT OF JOHN IIYRCANUS. 

Antiocrus, being informed of tlie death of Simon, 
besieged Judea, and the inhabitants were on the point of 
perishing with famine. Hyrcanus was therefore-obliged 
to make a disadvantageous treaty; in a short- time 
after^ Antiochus and his whole army were cut off in 
one night by the Parthians, whose country they invadk 
ed. Demetrius then recovered the kingddnf; ^but stitt 
persisting in his t3nranny and vices, hissubjeeifliisooAve* 
belled ; Alexander Zabina, pretending to be the eon of 
Alexander Balas, laid claim to the crown, aiidl^efeated 
him, on which Demetrius fled to Ptolemais, where Ms 
wife Cleopatra then resided; but she ordered the gates 
to be shut against him, and he fell into -the hands ef 
his enemies, who first made him prisoner, and then put 
him to death. Zabtna by this means ascended the 
throne, and reigned over one part of the kingdom, 
while Cleopatra governed the rest ; but shortly after, 
Seleucus, who was the eldest son of Demetrins, by this 
queen, resumed the kingdom, and was slain by the 
Cruel hands of his* own mother, after he had r^gned 
one year. Antiochus Grypus, hisbrotlier, a very young 
prince, was then placed on the throne : he, with the 
assistance of Ptolemy Physcon, king of Egypt, van- 
quished Zabina, who shut himself up in Antibch : bat 
the inhabitants being informed that he intended to steal 
a heathen idol* for the sake .of the gold, drove him 
away, and, after wandering from place to place, he was 

at 
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at length put to death. Antiochus Grypus, being 
grovrn to years of maturity^ began to take upon hini'^ 
•elf the attliiority as well as name of king : this h^ 
- mother would not submit to, she therefore prepared a 
cup of poison, and offered it to him when he came in 
hot from hunting ; but being apprised of her design, 
he obliged her to drink it herself, and so put an end to 
the life of this wicked woman. Grypus, having settled 
his afiairs in peace and security, reigned several years 
without any- disturbance. 

During these divisions, Hyrcanus shook off the Syrian 
yoke, greatly enlarged his dominions, and niade him- 
self wholly independent. He subdued Sechem, the 
ehlef seat of the sect of the Samaritans, and destroyed 
tHelir temple, which Sanballat had built. He also con- 
quered the Idumeans, and obliged them all to embrace 
the Jewish religion ; and from that time they wereiri* 
corporated into the Jewish church, and at length lost 
the name of Idumeans or Edomites, and were called 
Jews* ' 

Hyrcanus sent ambassadors to Rome to renew the 
league which Simon his father had made with tlie senate, 
and at the same time to complain of the oppressive beha- 
tmmr of the Syrian kings. Upon which the senate de - 
^i^eed, that all the places which had been taken from 
. them should be restored, and reparation made, and that 
the Syrian kings should have no -right to march tlieir 
ai^mies through the Jewish territories. Ambassadors 
were sent from Rome to see this' decree put in exe- 
oulion. 

The bchavioiir of the Romans in this instance wa» 
very honiKHfaWe, and any other natiort might have glo- . 
ried in fiieir protection and interposition ; but, when 
we cimsider the Jews as the peculiar people of Gop,.' 
, they smk in our esteem for thus humbling the'mselvrs; 
to^ heathens. 

R S Hyrcanusy 
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Hjrcsinusy being much iocreased in p<»wer aadricbes* 
tent his two sons, Aristobulus and Aotigontis, top-ber 
aiege Samaria; which, after a violorious siege, they took» 
and entirely destroyed, and even caused trenches to b« 
dug every way across it» so that it «ught never be xe* 
built* This was not done out of hatred to the sect of 
the Samaritans, for none of thera dwelt here^ Alexandet 
the Great having expelled them as we formerly read* 

In acknowledgment of tlie friendship of the Romansi 
Hyrcanus sent the next year ambassadors with a gold^ 
^up and a shield of immense v^ue ; upon which -they 
issued another decree to ratify and confirm the former* 

After the conquest of Samaria, Hyrcanus became 
roaster of all Judea, Gahlee, and several other places in 
the country round about, and was one of the<greatest 
princes of the age in which he lived : none of .the neigh* 
bouring princes dared to molest him ; but the latter 
end of his reigtf was disturbed by internal commotions 
in his government, occasioned by disputes between the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, from which the Romans could 
not shield him. 

Hyrcanus died the next year after these disturbances; 
and, having had the administration of public afiaira 
both in church and state for twenty-nine years, left the 
hlj^h-priesthqod and sovereignty to his eldest son, Judas 
Aristobulus. 

John Hyrcanus was an excellent governor and com- 
mapdipr, and Israel was in a very flourishing state dur- 
ing his adminislitttion ; but still they were in oUcmrifyf 
when considere4 as the peculiar. people £^God« They 
were indeed victorious and succesaful over their eiie* 
mies, for jtheLoKj> was still merciful to them, in remem- 
brance of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and bis faithful servant David, and therefore would not 
buffer the heathen to dispossess them : but lUs naercy. 
W98. exercised only in tii^ grdinari/ dispensations of pro« 

^ideuce^ 



Tidence, and we cannot wonder that tliey wer& dis- 
tressed ia those instances, in which they could nol 
have been relieved without a miraculous interposition in 
their favour. 

In the reign of Hyrcanus, Jesus, the son of Sirach, st 
Jew of Jerusalem, going into Egypt and settling there, 
taindated out of Hebrew into Greek, for the use of the 
Helenistical Jews, the book of Jesus his grandfatlier, 
which is the same we have in our Bibles under the title 
oi Ecctesiasticus. The ancients call tt the treasury of aU 
virtue^ supposing it to contain maxims leading to every 
virtue. It was originally written in Hebrew, about the 
time that Onios, the second of that name,, was high* 
yrlest at JenisaleiB. 

Hyrcanus left five sons : Aristobulus, Antigotius, an^ 
Alexander^ were the three first ; the name of the fourth 
is unknown, but the fifth we are told was called Al>« 
salonu ' 

gECTION xir. 

JUDAS ARlsrOBULU^ NTADB. PRINCE AMD HfGH- 
PBIEST OF THE JEWS. 

-• AaisTOBULVs succeeded his father. He put a royaV 
diadem on his* head, and assumed the title of king; this 
he had no right to do, as be was not of the lineage of 
David: but he paid no regard to the natut^ of the 
Jewish constitution, for he was a man- of a'most impe* 
riou^, ambitious, and cruel temper. * He cast his owii-^ 
mother into prison^ and starved her to deatli ; and caus^d^ 
hi^fiwourit^ brother «» be executed on an unjust su^i'-*' 
cion*; but no sooner was the last fact committed, thati'^ 
he severelyrepaited, aiid hur conscience fblt the bitteir- 
est pangs^of vmnorse for all his cruel deeds. He h^d ^ 
fiMT some timie been afflicted with a distemper; whicttr ^ 
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ymi naw incr^seihy ther agititf»m of hitf spirits^ aoii 
Me expired in great agonies of body> and liocvor of 
ttnnd, having reigned only one jear^ . 

The royal diadem brought neither honour nor hap* 
plness to this miserable monoreh, wha .mast have been, 
from the time he afismhed it, • a prey to ttie most 
tormenting passions, and totally unfit for the duties e£ 
the h1gh-prie$thood. 

Whilst the people depended on tlie aid and pnntee* 
tion of G&D alone, the high-priest migbt gofvem in civil 
as weM as in sacred affairs, till it should please th^ Loan: 
to raise them up a king of David's line; but they could 
have no right themselves to transfer tl)<r crown ^and title 
to another family without a divine leommtssion. Tlie 
prophecis gave tl>em reason to expect a son of David, 
as a future king of the Jews ; and though the nature of 
his kingdom was not at that time perfectly understood, 
yet it was their duty to wait and see what the LoRO 
would bring forth ; and, as God '^ had * renexioed the 
diadem^ and taken off the cto^x^^Jrom the home qfJu* 
dahy** those were itsurpers who presumed to wear it, 
•* till He should come xahose right it xmis*** 

SECTION XIII. 

I 

TRS REIG^M OF ALEXANDER JAl^^tfS, ALEXA19»SA, 
AND ARISTO^ULUS^ OTER JUDEA. 

As soon as Aristobutus was de^d, Salome^ his widow, 
•et at liberty his three brothens whom he had impri- 
s^ned; and Alexander, the eldest, surnamed Janssus, 
t^ok th^ kingdom. At this time the govermaeat of 
Syria ^as divided between Antiochus Grypus^t and bis. 

brother 
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biwlherAiitiodiusCjwceous, who harassed each other 
vtkh QQOlixiual wars; of whiph advaatage beiog takeno 
bjr XyrOy Sidon, and other parts of the empire, they as* 
stuned their liberty, and tyrants took possession of them. 

JiAex Alexander had aeitled his affiiirs at home, he. 
attacked some of these places, and dealt very deceit* 
fully with Lathyiaus the heir to the crown of Egypt^ 
who came to their assistance; on which a bloody battle 
eaaued, wherein Alexaiider's army was totally defeated^ 
and he lost thkty thoasaod men : and must have beea 
entirely undone, had not Cleopatra, queen of Egypt^ 
come to hia assistance* 

When Alexander returned to Jerusalem, he went, at 
the feast o£ tabernacles, to officiate in the temple as 
high-priest ; where he had great indignity offered Ux 
him by the people, who called him reproachful names^ 
ai^d pelted him with citrous. They were instigated to 
this by the Pharisees, who bore him an inveterate ha-: 
tred. Enraged by these insults, Alexander took in- 
stant revenge . by killing six thousapd of 'them: fron>. 
thk time he chose his guards out of the heathen na^- 
tions, never daring to trust himself with Jews. At last 
there broke out a civil war between him and his people,, 
which continued about six years, and occasioned the 
death of fifty thousand persons : a decisive battle was 
fought, and Alexander con^^red them. He exercised 
the most horrid barbarities, by which he so terrified the 
whole party, that they gave him no farther disturbance. 

• Aiter these civil wars were ended, he had eooten- 
tions with neighbouring kings ; but at the end of three 
years returned to Jerusalem, and was well received by 
his subjects : soon after this he died of a disease whicfac', 
was at first brought on by excessive drinking. 

• Alexander, by his will, appointed that the supreme 

authority 



( S74 ) 

tutVority should descend to Us' royal coosopt itfesmn- 
dra, who made her eldest son Hyrcanus hjgli^priesVhiil 
the administration was entirely in the power of the Pha« 
risees. . They immediately revoked tlie decree whicl» 
John Hjrcaniis had made against their traditional cpn* 
stitutions, and put many of the Sadduoees to death, by 
she queen's leave, for she dreaded a fresh eivtl war. 
Tlielate king's friends, seeing no end to these persecu* 
tlonsi went in a hody, with the queen's youngest sod 
lAristobulus at their head, to remonstrate against ifaese 
proceedings; requesting that, if they could hav« aa 
other defence, they might be placed in the difiereot: 
garrisons of the kingdom, out of the reach >of their ene- 
mies. To this the queen readily consented, for she 
heartily commiserated their case ; hut this was the ut- 
most she could do for them. The Jews were tlireatened 
with a powerful invasion by the king of Armenia, hot 
sent ambassadors, who accommodated the difference. 

In a short time after, queen Alexandra fell sick and 
died, being then seventy-three yeiurs old. She was a 
princess of great wisdom and discretion : and, if she 
had not inclined too much to the Pharisees, no excep« 
tions could have been made to her government. 

When Alexandra made Hyrcanus high-priest, she 
left Aristobulus, his younger brother, to lead a private 
life : this by no means suited his aspiring temper ; as> 
soon, therefore, as his mother was past all hopes of re- 
-covery, he used measui^es to obtain the supreme autho- 
rity, and Hyrcanus was obliged lo submijt to him» Hyr- 
canus retired to live upon his private fortune, but wasi 
afterwards prevailed on, by one of his adherents to- at- 
tempt the recovery of the kingdom; and he sought the 
assistance «f Aretas, king of Arabia, who supplied him 
with an army ; which being joined by the Jews, Hyr- 
canus gained a complete victory. 

2 In 
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• Itk At mesiR lime the Roman emprre spread far and 
^ear, Pompeyy a famotis general, bad lately reduced 
Syria to the form of a Roman province ; and Scaunis, 
one of his lieutenants,* being sent with an army as far 
a^ ]i>amascu8, Aristobulus gained him on his side by the 
payment of a large dum of money. Scaurus threatened 
Aretaa with the Roman arms in case he did not retire, 
which obfiged him to raise the siege and retreat. 

Not long after Pompey himself came io Damascuff, 
where he was attended by ambassadors from several 
natidnsy and among the rest from Hyrcanus and Aristo- 
bulus. Pompey ordered the brothers to appear before 
him; they accordingly attended, and many Jews came 
also to remonstrate against both : alledging, that they 
had changed the old, and introduced a new form of 
government ; desiring that they might not have a king, 
but that justice might be administered by the high- 
priest, agreeably to the law of God. 

^ Pompey, having heard all parties, saw the injustice of 
Aristobulus, but left the determination of the afiair till 
be could go to Judea. Aristobulus immediately armed 
in his defence ; and when Pompey arrived he found him 
shut up in a strong fortress. Pompey was not long be- 
fore he marched against him, and, laid siege to Jerusa* 
lem. Aristobulus then, by the promise of a large sum 
of money, prevailed on him to retire ; but failing in the 
payment, exasperated Pompey, who marched forward, 
and was received into Jerusalem by Hyrcanus's party. 
Here he met with resistance from the other faction ; 
and there was great confusion in the city. In three 
months time Pompey prevailed, and put the principal, 
incendiaries of the war to death. 

Before he left Jerusalem, Pompey, with several other 
chief officers, went into the Temple, and caused the 
iBOSt sacred parts of it, even the most holy place, to he 

opened; 
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He visited the treamiriei also, but hk tKem 
untouched : he thought ft however advisable to destroy 
the walte of Jerusalem ; and though he restored Hyr* 
eanus to the htgh-priesthood, yet he depnved hkn of all 
the new conquests of his predecessors, would not permit 
him to wear a diadem, and obliged htm to pajr an an* 
nual tribute to the Romans. Pompey had hitiierto 
gained great honour, and met with wonderful success ; 
but after this he sunk in his character, and ia his power, 
#hich is attributed by Jewish historians to his profimmg 
the isianctuary. 



SECTION XIV. 

THE JEWISH G0V£RNM$:N'I' CHANGED. 

Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, attempted to 
recover the kingdom of Judea. Hyrcanus, being too 
weak to take the field against him, would have fortified 
Jerusalem by rebuilding the walls, but this his treaty 
with the Romans forbad ; he was therefore obliged to 
send to them for forces, upon which Gabinius, who was 
then the Roman governor of Syria, came to his relief. 
Alexander submitted, Hyrcanus* was confirmed In the 
high-priesthood ; but the civil administration was taken 
from the Sanhedrim, the land divided into five pro- 
vinces, and courts of justice appointed over each of 
them ; and from this time, instead of the prince, tlie 
supreme authority was invested in the Nobles. 

Gabinius was a very wicked man, and exercised great 
extortion and oppression : lie was soon removed from 
his government, and sent into exile, where he lived in a 
state of poverty for some years. 

* He was taken prisonei bjr Pompey but mode his«aa^ 

Crassos 
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Cmssm succeeded hbii. He was very eager to ae« 
quire wealth ; and, hearing that there were great trea- 
cures in the temple at Jerusalem, marched his army thi- 
ther to seize them, and ransacked it of every thing he 
thought worth taking. He then made an unjust war 
X agtdnst the king of Parthian in which he was slain. It 
is satd» that when the king of Parthia received the head 
of Crassusy he caused melted gold to be poured down 
his throat by way of mockery for his greedy desire of 
riches. 

Ca]phurnius Bibulus had Syria assigned to him, but 
nothing remarkable happened to the Jews during his 
government : he returned just as the war was breaking 
out between Caesar and Pompey. 
< It is very affecting, as well as interesting, to read the 
history of this contest, but it is foreign to our present 
subject : it is sufficient to say, that Pompey was slainy. 
dnd Caesar triumphant. 

* The Jews were very serviceable to Caesar in Egypt, 
on which account he confirmed all the privile^ that 
had been granted them in that country ; and ordered a 
pillar to be erected, in which they were recorded with 
his decree in favour of them. 

From Egypt, Caesar passed into Syria : here he was 
addressed by Antigotius, the son of the late king Aria* 
tobulus, with complaints against Hyrcanus and Anti* 
pater; but Antipater, who was then with Caesar, 
pleaded their cause so well, that Caesar, instead of re- 
i^oring Antigonus, made a decree tliat Hyrcanus should 
hold the office of high-priest, and the principality of 
Judea,in perpetual succession, and that Antipater should 
be the procurator of Judea under him. This Antipa- 
ter, who was a man of great wisdom, and powerful in- 
terest, had two sons, Phasael and Herod : to the for- 
mer, he gave the government of the country* about Je- 
' ' rusalem ; 



< W8 ) 

rusalein ; to tbe latter, that, of Galilee. Phasael be- 
haved himseif well, but Herod was of a very violent 
temper* 

Julius Caesar retwned to Rome after the death of 
Pouipey, great honours were decreed him, but a coiu 
spiracy was formed against him, and he was treache- 
rously murdered. Julius had lately given permission to 
Hyrcanus to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem ; and dur- 
ing his life the Jews were held la great hoAour and 
esteem by the Romans. 

Autipater was poisoned at a banquet by Hyrcanus's 
butler, iit the instigation of Maliqus> who was next in 
power to him : his sons would have revenged hia death, 
but that there was a treaty of marriage on foot belw,oea 
Herod and IMariamne, tbe high-priest's grand-daughter, 
which suited his ambitions views, as the Je^fs wjeie 
l^eatly attached to the, Aso^>nean fiupjly. , . . ^\ - 

Ai(itigonus, the son of Aristqbuius^ made another aftr 
tempt to recover the kingdom: and so &r ^suCfMopded, 
that Hyrcanus and Phasael were tak^aand gjiit in 
chains, and Antigonos. look possessioa of Jerusalem* 
Here he was besieged by Herod, assisted by a Aoqpm 
army. Tlie city held out several laonths widi great re*, 
solution, but was at length obliged to surrender. An* 
tigonus submitted, and was led ia chains to Rome, and. 
Herod took the kingdom ; but, 'not thinking Itself, 
secure whilst any of die ro^l family were. alive, he 
prevailed on the Romana to put Antigpous* to death as 
a oommon criminal. With him ended, the sovereignty 
of the famous Asmon^n ^mily«^ 

SECTION XV- . .. ,., , . 

THE, SCION or'HEROb fui GREXT. 

•As Herod was obliged to make lus vnf to tlietbro&e 

of 
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df Judea through much blood, $o he fodnd it necessary 
to establish himself in it by the same' tneftns, and he 
put numbers to death. Hyrcanus continued a prisoner 
at Seleucia in Babylonia ; but was at length set at li- 
berty, and was allowed to reside at Babylon, at which 
place nnere many Jews, who treated him with the re» 
verence and respect due to their high-priest, and the 
honour due to a king ; but he longed to return to his 
native country. Herod was equally desirous to get him 
into his power, and invited him with flattering pro-* 
mises) and sent an embassy to solicit leave for Jiitn to 
return ; which the Parthian monarch granted, and the 
unfortonate old prince was for some time treated by 
Herod with apparent kindness and respect. 

During the wars which were carried on between Cis« 
sar^Octaviustmd Marc Antony, (of which there is af 
full account in the Roman History) Herod continued a*: 
stiilEidfasl friend td Antony; but, finding he was in a 
de6p^Ce'8ituation,^atid that lie would not hearken to 
Ms idVice,' Herod resohred'to make his peace wi^ Cm^ 
aar. He had rteon to apprehend^ that the conqueror 
would restore "Hyrcanus, who had once reigned under 
Ih^'protection of the Romans ; to prevent this, he caus* 
ed him to be put t5 death, after he had passed the eigh« 
tieik year of his Hfe, under pretence of his holdrag a 
treasonable correspondence with, the king of Arabia* 

Josephus tells us, that Hyrcanus was. a man of emi«> 
nent candour, justice, and moderatum ; but a lover of 
his ease, and so conscious to himself of his own insufi*' 
oiency for the offices of public administratioa, tliat he 
usually entrusted them to other hands, by which meant 
Antipater and Herod made their fortunes. 

Herod having obtained an audience ol^ Caesary as he 
entered hispresencOi lud aside his diadem;' be expressed 

hixaseif 
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lumself with so much intreiHdiljr, that Csesaor, pleased 
with his i^il, caused him to put on his diadem again] 
accepted of his friendship, and confinned him in the 
kingdom of Judea; upon which he made very large and 
magnificent presents to Csesar^sand all his friends, and 
from that time had more of his favour than any other 
tr2)utary prince of the Roman empire. 

Pleased with his success, Herod returned to Judea ; 
but, on hb arrival, found a damp to his joy in the trou- 
bles of his own family, which were repeated, till at 
length he caused his beloved wife, Mariamne, to be 
put to death in the fury of jealousy. When Herod's 
mge was quenched with her blood, his love for her re* 
vived ; and the consideration of what he had done, fiUed 
his mind with agonies of remorse. These he endea- 
voured to stifle with feastings and diversions, but all i 
vain; the idea of Mariamne was for ever present, and 
be was sometimes in a state of distraction. Soon alto*, 
a pestilence happened which carried off great nundb^cs : 
this was regarded as a judgment from God for the 
queen's death. Hi^rod from this time was obs^ved to 
act with more rigour and cruelty than be had ever 
done before, and so continued to do to the end of his 
life. 

Csesar Octavius, after the death of Marc Antony, re- 
turned to Rome in great triumph, and had the name of 
Augustus given to him : which signified something 
above human, sacred and venerable, and by this he was 
afterwards called. 

'• Herod having cut off all the Asmonean family and 
party^ thought .himself secure in his langdom, and vea* 
tured to deviate in many things from the ancient Jewish 
customs. He built two statdy cities : .one where Samaiia 

fbrmerlystood, called BebastsB ; tbeptheTiC^^ssarcff- On 
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the latter he expended vast sums; and it became the 
safest and most convenient port in all the coast of Phce* 
nicia: he also built a magnificent palace for hinis^^ 
in which were two apartments ; one in honour of Au* 
gustus, and the other of Agrippa, the emperor's chief 
favourite. 

' Herod having finished his buildings, and finding tha 
people much offended because of the many breaches he 
had made upon their laws, in order to recover their 
good opinion, and make Uiem some amends, formed a 
design for rebuilding the Temple, which, by length of 
time, and injury from enemies, was in a very decayed 
and ruinous condition, having stood five hundred years. 
In two years he got together all proper materials, when 
he pulled down the old Temple, to the very founda- 
tion, to make room for the new one, which in nine years 
and a half was so far finished^ as to be fit for divine ser- 
vice ; though, to complete it, workmen were employed 
for many years afterwards. Thus did Herod, though 
he knew it not, make preparations for the reception of 
the true king of the Jews j wliose presence was to glorify 
this Temple ; which might still be called the second^ 
because that was not taken . away, nor suffered to lie 
waste, but only renewed and cleansed from the profa. 
nation of the heathen. 

Whilst these things were doing in Judea, Augustus 
subdued all nations, and the temple of Janus was shut 
at Rome. In times of war the custom was to have its 
gates open, but shut in peace ; and it was now the 
fifth time, since the building of that city, that it had 
been shut, which was in the twenty-sixth year of 4he 
reign of Augustus, and the thirty-third of Hebod's, 
when a general peace prevailed for twelTe years toge- 
ther all jover the world. 

iparlng 
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During thk periodi Gon, sent into the w^rlA the 
Prince of Peacb, the promised MESSIAH, whose 
life and doctrines are contained in the New Testament. 
Before we begin to read that, it will be proper to peruse 
the following tables, which will assist. the memory in 
the recollection of the principal revolutions which hap- 
pened in the Jewish sta^e. 
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TABLES- 

I. 

PATRURCHS BEFORE THE FLOOD- 



Adam^ 

Sbth, 

Enos, 

Caikant, 

Mahalbel^ 



jAKEDy 

Enoch, 

Metkusalak^ 
Lamech, 
Noah. 







IL 


PATRIARCHS 


AFTER THE 1 


Shem, 






Seiiug, 


Arphaxad, 






Nahor, 


Salah, 






Terah, 


Ell E It, 






Abraham, 


Peleg, 




- 


Isaac, 


Reu, 






Jacob. 






IIL 




TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 


Reubem, 






ASHER, 


Simeon, 






Dan, 


Levi, 






Naphtam, 


Judah, 






Benjamin, 


ISSACHAR, 






Manasseii 


Zebulun^ 






Ephraim, 


Gad, 









IV. 

JEWISH LAWGIVER, S( FIRST HIGH-PRIEST^ 
Moses, | Aabow. 



V. 
LEADER OF THE JEWS AFTER THE DEATH 

OF MOSES. 

Joshua. 

in. JUDGES 



( «♦ )■ 



- TI. 
JUDGES OCCASIONALLY RAISED UP TO DE- 
LIVER ISRAEL FROM THEIR OPPRESSORS. 



Othniel, 

Ehud, 

Shamgar, 

Deborah and Barak, 

Gideon, 



I JsPHTRAHy 

Samsok, 

£li, also high-prieBty 

SamusLj agreatproj^iet 



VII. 
KINGS OF ALL ISRAEL. 
Sauz., ] David, | SoLOSfoir. 
After the death of the latter, the tribes revolted; and 
formed two separate lungdomB. 



VIIL 
KINGS OF ISRAEL. 

Reigned 



3B0AM ... 17 j aS 

sha«-«» 5t^ J >■ 

\s 



1 Jeroboam 

2 Nadab 
S Baa 

4 Elah 2 

5 Zimri*** 

6 Omri ... 

7 AiiAB •••< 
B Ahaziah 

9 JORAM . < 

10 Jehu •••• 

11 Jehoahaz 



7 
12^ 






I 



a 



• . 



22 

12 ^« 
28 1 
17J 



Keign«d 
1^2 JOASH 16 

IS Jeroboam 

An interregnum otll I >* 

14 Zecuauiah 

15 Shallum . 

16 Menaiiem • 

17 Pekaiah 
VS Pekah 
An anarchy 

19 HOSHEA 



IL 41 ( 3 
Qofll) >* 



• « 



• • • • 



• • • 






• • • • 



9 r*S 
2 I ^ 



In the reign of the last king, the ten tribes, of whicft 
the kingdt)ni of* Israel consisted, were tnben by the A«- 
syrians, and carried a%vay captive. The kingdfNn of 
Judah, composed of the>4rilMfi •of Judah and BebjamiD, 
the Levites, and such remnants of the ten tribes as 
^BCfLpei thp' captivity) ' still subnsted tmdertlie gvveni^ 
ment of the following laoiiarehs from the death of So« 
lomon. 

IX. KINGS 



C ^^^ ) 



1- kshoboam 
2 Abijah 
S Asa 



IX. 

KINGS OF JUDAH. 
Reigned 



17 

3 

41 



4 Jehoshap hat25 

5 JCMIAM 8 

6 Ahaziah 1 

7 Athaliah 6 

8 Jo ASH 40 

9 Amaziah 29 
10 UzziAH 52 



> 



CA 

as 



11 JOTHAM 

12 Ahaz 

13 Heztekiaiei 

14 Manasseh 

15 Amon 

16 JOSIAI^ 

17 Jehoahaz 

18 Jehoiachim 11 yrs. 

19 Jehoiachin 3 mon. 

20 Ze]>£KIAh 1 1 yrs. 



Reigiied 

16 

16 

29 

$5 

31 

3 mon. - 






In the reign of the last king, the kingdom of Judah 
was subdued by Nebuchadnezzar^ "and carried away 
captive into- Babylon r 



■MM* 



KINGS'WHO OPPRESSED ISRAEL AND JUDAII BEFORE 

THEIR CAPTIVITY. 

PuL, king of Assyria, . whose kingdom was after- 
wards dividfid.-into tlH^ee parts, viz. Assyria, Babylon, 
and Media. 

KINGS OF ASSYRIA. 



Sennacherib, 
Essar-Haddon^ 



TlGLATH-PltESJ^Rr 

Shalmaneser;. 

The ten tribes were subdued by Sennacherib, and 
carried away into a strange land by Essar-Haddon hk 
son. Several kings succeeded these, but we read no- 
thing of them in Scripture tilllhe reign of Nebuchad- 
xiezzar, who led the king and people of Judah into 
captivity, and. also conquered Assyridi which was then 
.added :to the Babylonian empire. 





XI. 




PROPHETS. 


JOf^AHV 




Nahvm, 


Amos, 




Habakkdk, 


-HOSEA, 




ZePHANIAH) 


Isaiah, 


1 


Joel, 


MlCAH^ 




Jeremiah. 


VOX. IV. 




& 



Tliese 
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These vrere sent, during the reigns of the kings of 
Judah and Israel, to warn them and the people to de- 
part from their sins, and to promise blessings to the 
faithful. 



Jeremiah continued^ 
Danisl, 

EZEXIEL,. 

Obadiah, 
Hag«ai, 



The return- 
Zech AB14H, < edfirom tlie 

(^ captivity* 
_. f the last of the 

Malaciii,| prophets. 



These prophesied ftfter the Jews were carried into 
captivity, till prophecy ceased. They comforted the 
people during their absence from their own land, and 
foretold their return, and the fate of various nations^ 
also a great deliverance by the Messiah. 



xn. 

KINGS OF BABYLON AND ASSYRIA, TO WHO&C TBS 
ISRAELITES WERE IN SUBJECTION. 



Nebuchadke^zzaa, 

Evil-Merodacb, 

Laborosoarchod, 



NsRIGLISSAft, 

Belskazzar. 



This last king was subdued by Cyms king of Persia^ 
who put an end to the Assyrian monarchy, ^nd founded 
the Persian. He permitted the Jews to return to their 
own land, and be governed by their own law, but they 
*er8 still dependent on Persia. 



XIII. 

KINGS OF PERSIA, TO WHOM TH« ISRAIUTBS 
IN SUBJECTION AFIER THE DEATH OF CYRUS. 



Cambysbs, 
Smerdis Magus, 
Darius Hysta^^bss 
Xerxes I. 
Artaxerxes L9NQIACA- 

KUS, 



SoGDIANUS, 

Darius Nothus, 

Artax£rxe3 Mnemok^ 

Art A XERXES Oimvs, 

Arses, 

Darius Codohakits. 

This 
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This last kipg was ranquished by Alexander the 
Greaty who put an end to the Persian monarchy, oa 
the ruin of which arose the Grecian empire. After the 
death of Alexander this empire was divided into four 
kingdoms, Sgypt, Syria, Asia, Macedon. 



XIV. 

KINGS OF EGYPT. TO WHOM THE JEWS WERE IN SUB- 
JECTION IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DIVISION OF ALEX- 
ANDER'S KINGDOM. 

Ptolemy Sotek, Ptolemy Ev^rgete% 

Ptolemy Philadel- Ptolkmy Epifhanks, 

PHCS, Ptolemy Philometer: 

Daring the reign of the last king, the land of Judea 
was annexed to the kingdom of Syria^ 



KINGS OF SYRIA, TO WHOM THE JEWS WERE IN 

SUBJECTION. 



Antiochus the Great, 
Antiochus Efxphanes, 



Antiochus Eupatea^ 

DjSMSTRIUS SoTEli. 



In the reign of thjs king the Jews made a league 
with the Komabs. 



Antiochus Sidetes, 
Demetrius Nicakor, 

restored. 



Alexander Bglds, 
Demetrius Nicanorj 
Antiochus Theus, 
ThyphOn, 

In the reign of this king John Hyrcanus shook off 
the Syrian yoke* 



XVL 

roman triumvirs on whom the jews were^ 

dependent. 



Pompey the Gr^aty 
Julius C^sar^ after- 
wards emperor, 
^f ARC Aktoky, 



OcTAYiANUs^ called afler* 
wards Avgtjs^us Cm^ 
SARj emperor. 

XVII. 
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y 



XVIL ' 

aOMAN GOVERNORS OP SYRIA, WHO OPPRESSED THE 
JEWS UNDER THE TRIUMVIRS. 

Gabinius^. |, Chassus* 

The first set up a new form of government in Judea. 
Ihe latter plundered the Temple at Jerusalem. 

XV m. 

HIGH PRIESTS OF JUDAH AFTER THE RETURN FROM 
THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. 



Jeshua, 

JoiAKIM^ 

Eliashib,. 

JOIADAH^ 
JoilANAKy. 

Jaddua,. 
Onias L 
Simon xhbJusTi 



ELEAZARy 

Manasse 
Onia^ II 
Simon II. 
Onias III. 
Jason, 
MenelauS), 
Alcimus. 




XIX. 

PRINCES OF JUDAH; 

Kaised up by God, and miraculously assisted to protect 
the people from the cruel persecution of Antiochiis 
Epiphanes, and other tyrants, who attempted to dis^ 
4)08sess them of their land, to which Divine -goodness 
had restored them. 



Mattathias, 
Judas Maccab&us, 
Jonathan, 



Simon, 

John HTRCANxia. 



*-r 



XX. 

kings OF JUDAH, 

Who forgetful that the>LoRD had given the inheritance 
to David and his seed Jar every usurped the title of 
king, and reduced their country to a level with hea- 
then-nations. 



Aristobijlus, 
Alexander Javmu&j 
Alexandra, 
Aristobulus II. « 



Htrcanus II. 

Antigonus^ 

Herod*- 



END of the fourth VOLtTME. 
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